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ENCLOSUREH. i

Mmmby the Army Sanitarjr Commission on the Admistration

s ~ Report of the Madras Municipality for 1895-96.

! This Report has the merit of brevity. The main facts relating to the

iblic heﬁii of the City of Madras are set forth clearly and concisely.
The year, judged from the statistics of mortality, was not quite so
healthy as its ecessor. But it is explained by the writer of the
report that the higher death-rate was in part due to the increase in the
birth-rate. The prevailing meteorological conditions do not show any
striking deviation from normal. An opinion is expressed that the
increase in the number of bowel complaints in August, September, and
‘Qctober, may partly be attributed to the damp and cloudy weather

“experienced during those months. But it is generally believed that high

temperature during the autumn months in India, as in England, favours
the prevalence of those complaints; and it is stated that the mean
temperature of the air was below normal in August and October. There
was 10 appreciable change in the price of food as compared with that
of the previous year, except in the case of Ragi, which was much
cheaper.

-2 Vital Statistics—The Births exceeded in number those of 1894 by
2,075. This increase took place in the second half of the year, and is
said to have been due to food having become appreciably cheaper during
the year 1894, and to its remaining so during the year under report.
The birth-rate per thousand of population was 42°2, and was the highest
recorded during the past ten years. The number of still-births was 513
as compared with 541 in the preceding year. These figures contrast
strikingly with the corresponding figures for the City of Bombay. In
this latter the birth-rate was less than half that recorded in Madras, or
19:08 as compared with 42°2; whilst of a total number of 17,154
children born in Bombay, 1,470 were still-born, as compared with 513,
out of a total in Madras of 19,650. It would be of interest to have an
explanation of this remarkable difference between the two cities, with
regard to the number of still-born children.

< The Deaths registered during the year numbered 17,052 against 16,542
in 1894, and were in the proportion of 376 per thousand of population,
the mean for the decade being 38°7. Registration of Births and Deaths
would appear to be carried out with muck thoroughness ; only one birth
and two deaths remain unregistered. Even as regards these three cases,
a satisfactory explanation is given in each of the reason which led to
its having escaped registration.

<+ Ohief Diseases.—As usual, fevers caused a greater number of deaths
-than any other single disease. Under this head 6,265 deaths are entered,
or equal to 138 per thousand of the population. This is slightly in
excess of the mortality from fevers in 1894, and considerably in excess
of the average for the previous ten years. The permanent causes of the
prevalence of fever are well known, and until they are removed it is
hopeless to look for a diminution of this prevalence. The chief of these
causes are defective drainage, and an impure water-supply. Both exist
in Madras, and as yet no substantial progress has been made towards
their removal. Of the temporary causes, the President assigns impor-
tance to the price of food; the prevalence of fever has been found to
increase and diminish with the rise and fall of the price of food.

§ Bowel complaints were considerably less fatal than during 1894, and
greatly less fatal than they were on the average during the previous ten
years.

5280,




iderably improved as regards
L to improve its quality. “The
t, “ is anything but satisfactory.”
, this is not much to be wondered
the cos Ofaﬁy efficient scheme hitherto
or-supply of Madras would be beyond the

a sufficiency of conservancy coolies to

of cleansing the city has become serious.

y impossible to obtain the full complement

ancy work in Madras.”” One of the reasons

quantity of rubbish carted away as com-

luring the previous year is “ inability to* obtain
n.’

it is found that 13,027 of
~ the remainder, 33 were u

be accounted 1 for; and many of these, out o
children, would doubtless be found unfit to
to infantile ailments of various kinds.

/ _The total number of vaccinations performe
27,024. Of these, however, only 18,877 were pr
remainder, 8,147, were cases of re-vaccination

vements have been, and are being, carried out in the
e health, Of these, some of the most important are,
to put an end to the practice of intramural burial,
ate slaughter-houses in inhabited and crowded localities,
driving wide streets through them, of crowded, ill-

wing the year was
;wj##aﬁmna.»' The

3

;‘g-‘mewehi::ﬁon ope‘rationzifthfh re;: (? ey g%mggm qxg ‘ Wm is .the town, the cleansing and regulation of bakeries,
havin beensg;pml d ft; 1:;:: r’8976gﬁl"eﬁ“""*""th'“‘d 7 ion, drainage, and paving of cattle-yards. Nome too
g B . taimost cent. per cent. of to-house inspection is being conducted in all the divisions

the_pnmary operations were genuinely successful, we cannot accept without
lIlemta,tion a return which gives so high a percentage of re-vaccinations.
1 our memorandum of last year we commented on the high percen

of successful cases of re-vacci};lation recorded in rn:,ua%hpommdt:ﬁ: 1
that in other provinces of India, such as Bombay and the Noi‘th-n‘! }
Western provinces, nothing approaching to these results had been f
attained. Tt should not be forgotten that if the quaht‘y of primary
vaccimation is high, the percentage of successful re-vaccinations. c?llowih :
thereupon will be proportionately low. Or, put in another way, a hlgﬁ
percentage of successful re-vaccination does not indicate ahigi quality
of the primary vaccination which preceded it. Bug the practical test
of the efficiency of vaccination is, after all, the immunity from small-

pox which it confers, and judged by this test vaccinati '
in Madras Qltty.isaeﬂicient. ]a—g - y i, ERBAEA S ah?n“perfgm fd

a view to mitigate insanitary conditions. The plans submitted
s erection of buildings are thoroughly scrutinized, and no plan is
. which does not conform to the rules of sanitation as to drainage,
fion, latrine accommodation, &c.” Altogether, it is clear that
aere is no lack of energy in the management of the Health Department
of Madras. The want is the want of the funds needful to carry out the
~drainage and water improvement schemes which everybody knows to be
necessary before any decided impression can be made on the persistent
- high mortality of the city.
29th May 1897,

U Oholera caused 122 deaths, as compared with 77 during t i
year. Yet the number was far belowlihe average of the %re}::eec]é;egmz::
years, which was 481°8. One hardly expects to read that part of the
Increase in the number of deaths over the number in the last quarter
of 1894 ¢ wasg owing to the outbreak of cholera in the Government
Lunatic Asgylum.”  One would naturally expect to find an institution
under the direct management of a medical officer, and presumably
fortified by scientific sanitary precautions against the ingress of epidemic
disease, to be less likely to be attacked by cholera than insanitary city
slums ; and yet, as in the case of the J amsetjee Hospital in Bombay in
1894, so in the Madras Lunatic Asylum in 1895, cholera passes over the
crowded slums and elects as its field of operation institutions arranged
and managed in conformity with modern sanitary principles.

| Sanitary defects.—Practically, no progress has been made during the
year 1 providing the city with anleﬂi%ieut drainage sys(::m‘.i The 21:
p'en.dlture of the year under the head of drainage amounted to Rs. 52,333,
Seeing that the scheme which the Commissioners favour is estim,a.ted
'tlg) cost about. 28 ]akhg, 1t 18 evident that this still remains in abeyance.
b e§, the President writes G o No great reduction in the mortality of the
., lown can be expected until a good system of drainage and sewerage
has been carried out.” It is encouraging, however, to learn that
Government have made a grant of three-and.a-half lakhs of rupees
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