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(A) The distance from S, No. 97, the north-easternmost field of
this Village to S. No. 267 is nearly 5 miles : that from 8. No. 119 to 271 is nearly
4 miles and that from S. No. 97 to 8. No. 1 is about 3 miles.

(B) Tho fields S. Nos. 97, 98, 99, 100, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121,
122, 345, 347 and 350 are the omly fields that may be said to form the border
between Tiruvannamalai Village lands (not Village site or houses) and Samudram
lands or to form the fields just adjacent to the road from Tindivanam to Chengam,

(C) There is not a single field of Samudram (it may be stated generally)
on the northern side of that road, i.e., of the red ink line A. B. C. D.

3. The most noteworthy point in the case of this Village is that this
is no Village in the ordinary acceptation of the term. It has no houses nor
residents there. It is named a Village only for the purposes of Revenue. It is
what is called; a Bécharalk or Nattappal or uninhabited Village.

4. The lands have already been very heavily assessed in the Revenne
Settlement ; and yet the misfortunes of ‘the owners thereof did not stop there.
They are destined to suffer more.

5. If Tiruvannamalai has to be improved in its sanitation and if
Tiruvannamali is not able in itself to bear its own cost of an elaborate df
Municipality and if Tirnvannamalai cannot be made to be self-supporting—
and if yet Tiruvannamalai should be made to have the honour of being classed
with the 56 other places in the Presidency and ranked as a Municipal Town, all
the same—the petitioners who are, of course, put to peculia,r trouble and cost
by the mere sad fact of their Village being Becharak are to be saddled with an
addition to the already heavy assessment of their lands. .

6. This is a charity which the Samudram lands can ill afford to under-
take with its heavy Revenue assessment,

There is not a single human dwelling place in the Village and why
then should the lands be saddled with this additional cost.

7. The dry and wet lands of which alone the Village is made of, do
not want a pie for their education—for indeed lands do not need any. Nor do the
lands want a Medical man and his Establishment to look after them. A vaccinator
is not needed for the lands: much less a Sanitary Inspector. They require no

lamps at nights,

They do want water in plenty, which however, the Municipality do not
mean to supply : for to supply water for irrigation forms no part of the duties
of a Municipality. The bathing and drinking water for which the Municipality
may make schemes to supply, the petitioner’s lands do not want.

3. The lands do not want sweepers or scavengers to remove the
sweepings from them : or rather they would be too glad that sweepings from

Even Totis other Pariahs working on Samudram lands live within the limit of Tiruvannamalai,

3

other places are brought and thrown on them and they would even pay for such
rubbish. :

9, In short none of the purposes of the Municipal Act is needed for the /™~

petitioners’ lands. They derive no benefit at all from the Municipality: and
yet they are made to pay a tax on them and over and above the Revenue assessment.

10. The petitioners most humbly and respectfully appeal to the Gracions
heart of Your Excellency in Council to consider.—

(I). Whether it is at all legal that the petitioners’ lands
alone (it must be borne in mind that there is not a single house in the

village) should be included into the Municipality of annther village merely for the
benefit of the latter.

(2) Whether it is at all just or equitable that there -should be this
additional land tax for no reason at all or without any additional benefit conferred

on them.
(3) Whether the law allows the imposition of land tax on any lands

which stand alone unconnected with any human dwellings in the village
and quite unconnected with the Municipal Village,

11. If that part of the Tindivanam to Chengam Road which lies bet-
ween the western most end of Tiruvannamalai house-sites or houses on the east
and the Chengam branch on the west, i.e., that part of the red ink line lying bet-
ween poirits M and N, should necessarily be included in the Municipality, there is
apparently no_reason, legality or equity as to why the fields (wet and dry)

situated 5 miles, 4 miles and 3 miles south of that road should pay the Municipal tax ». -

If by any straining of the scope of the Municipal Act, the fields border- |
ing on the Municipal Road (the question as to whether it is at all proper to call it
a Municipal Road does not pertain to us) such as S. No. 97 and other fields men-
tioned in clause B para 2 supra,are considered to be necessarily taxed for Munici-
pality—there is not even that shadow of reason for the other fields being included |

within the Municipal limits.

12. It may perhaps be argued against the petitioners that the owners

of the lands do live in the Tiruvannamalai limits. If they live they pay House
tax, Professional tax and other Municipal taxes. If they bring into Tiruvanna-
malai the produce of their lands, they would of course pay Tolls.
Moreover if it were deemed proper to include the dry and wet lands 5
miles, 4 miles or 3 miles away from the boundary line of Tiruvannamalai within
the Municipal Town, merely because the owners thereof for the time being live
within it, it would amount to saying that a coffee estate on the. Nilgiris or the
Sherveroy’s should be included within the Madras Municipality or the Salem
Manicipality because the owners live within them.
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Again the owners may changs and a resi
may purchase the Samudram lands a
his lands in addition to his Revenue

dent of Madras or Cuddalore

nd why should he pay Municipal land tax for
agsessment,

13. Tt will be seen from the Sub-Collector’s proposal in paras of his

letter embodied in G, O. (1) that he proposes to impose land tax
at 5 per cent. of three times the assessment (2) and that the petitioner’s plough
bullocks are to be taxed too, Thus if a la;ld is assessed at Rs. 100, for Revenue

S ¢ 0 '
assessment, the Municipal land tax will be oo X 7= Rs. 15. .., the Revenue
assessment is increased practically by 11750 or 15 per cent. Why is this inerease

made ? What is the corresponding benefit bestowed on the lands ? In tact none.
14. Again the

petitioner’s plongh bullocks, why should they pay any
additional tax.

|
1l 15. Then is it a penalty which the lands are
owing to for the geographical position thereof, t.e., for
dozen miles from Tiravannamalai, the big hill and tem
attention of the public so conspicuously ?

destined g pay merely
their being within half a
Ple of which attract the

16, Even when in pursuance of the orders of Government contained in
1 L0 WAIXYIM O AP

; 3 277 “7 0 - 1t was notified in the middle of March 1896,
that Tiruvannamalai would be constituted a Municipality, the petitioners could not

am under the circumstances of these lands
ry and wet fields

the proposal.

17. Tt was only when a demang Was made on the petitioners for land tax
and it was only when their plough bullocks, the main agricultural stéek (Sxempted
generally from all sorts of legislative responsibility,) were being taxed—it wad“only
when they came to be harassed in all sorts of ways in the actual modus operandi of

18. Except that the Municipal Servants harass the petitioners for gmoney
there is not the least patent sign to show that their lands have aotually been in-
cluded in the Municipal limits. For the Toll gate which of course marks in
the eye of the law, the limit of the Municipal Town has been located at a place
marked in the plan as T in Red Pencil in Enclosure A : and this location very natur-
ally and properly leads one to believe that theMunicipality extends only to that point
on the south or south-west and no further., "‘

19. It is an anomoly to them to conceive how a Municipal Act may be

extended and applied to 3, 4 and even 5 miles away from the Tollgate. ?
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