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1 ax directed to state, for the information of the Governor in Council,

thatthe Government of India have been considering the subject of the disinfec-

ngers travelling by railway from areas in which
Tnfection may be spread as easily by the contaminated clothes

: and nal effects of passengers as by the passengers themselves, and the
e

jon of suspicious artie%es is therefore a necessary adjunct to the medical
railway stations along

the lines of communication from infected districts. m to convey the follow-

' ing remarks regarding the nature and extent of the disinfection which is required
in order to be effective, and the manner in which it should he carried out.

<% 2. By the Dresden Convention of 1893, the principles of which are being
suppol 'by?the delegates of Her Majesty’s Government and the Government
ofPIIidia. at the Conference at Venice, disinfection is obligatory for dirty linen,
rags, clothes, and other goods forming part of luggage being conveyed from a
contaminated district, provided that the local sanitary authority considers such

articles to be contaminated The most effectual method of disinfection is to boil

the articles to be disinfected in water or to subject them to the action of steam.
At Khana on the East Indian Railway, where special arrangements have been
made for the disinfection of baggage, the Government of India are informed that
the steam is generated by a large engine on wheels. The steam is passed througha
pipe into a 400 gallon water tank, inside of which are twelve iron rods on which
the articles to be disinfected are suspended. ~Access to the interior of the tank
a man hole at the top. The tank is provided with a safety
valve and a tap for the purpose of letting off the water which accumulates.
A cooking range is about to be added to the apparatus and the Sanitary Com-
missioner of Bengal hopes to have a disinfector on the latest approved principles
constructed within three weeks. Until arrangements can be made for disinfect-
ing by boiling water or steam, articles of luggage can be disinfected by placing
them in a solution of two parts of hydrochloric acid and one of corrosive sub-
limate to 1,000 parts of water for an hour and then drying them in the sun or
by artificial heat, preferably the former method. It is not.necessary to disinfect
in this manner the clothes and personal effects of persons who are not themselves
suffering from infection or show suspicious symptoms unless such clothes and
rsonal effects arve dirty or in such a condition as to raise a suspicion that they
may be contaminated. In all such cases, however, disinfection should, the
Governor General in Council considers, be carried out at a railway station near
the frontier of the Bombay Presidency and Sind on each of the railway lines
leading from those Provinces to other partsof India, and the medical officers

at places where disinfection - takes place should be instructed to exercise the
widest discretion so as to render it quite impossible that articles which may be
fected. It is very desirable
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