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Buhonic Plague.

Communicating to the Surgeon-General and the Sanitary Commissioner, with remarks,
letter from the Government of India forwarding copy of a letter from the Government of the
North-Western Provinces and Oudh i irabili i i

with the ﬁ)lague virus at Agra, and dir

L i * * Madras Medicul College or elsewhere
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Reap—the following paper :— ‘

‘ ia, to the §
the Under Secretary to the Government of Indm, e |
FrOmGrovfiemment of Madras, Local and Municipal Departlpent,-w
1897, No. 9-Sanitary—-869. ML
i from the Government
I am directed to forward a_copy of a letter fro »
WesteranmProvinces and Oudh, No. 106, dated the 2nd Mmh 189 )
undesirability of prosecuting experiments with the plague‘r_\:u:us
request that, with the permission of the Governor in Council, ins
issued that no plague cultures or substances infected, or supposed
plague virus should be sent to the Agra laboratory.

—

Gy g
o

ExcrLosuREs.

. H. L. IMPEY, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the
S Va‘.;rndHOudh, to the Segretary to the Government of India,
Lucknow, the 2nd March 1897, No. 106. TN
n continuation of my telegram of the 22nd February 1897 (c
refergnce to the answering telegram, dated 23rd idem from 'ﬂome
the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Comn.:usmnu tg !m-wanl
No. 612, dated 24th February 1897, received by this Governm
and to say that, in view of the opinion of the Government of I L
prosecuting experiments with the plague virus at Agra, His Honour uld
instructions to all Governments (other than the Admmmtmmmﬁ the Cen
is served by the Chemical Examiner, North-Western Proﬂnoeaagd
or substances infected, or supposed to be infected with E{lagne virus
laboratory. In the case of the Central Provinces, His Hon
‘being undertaken which are necessary for the purpose of ;
the bubonic plague or not ; the Chemical Examiner he
operations of a merely experimental character. In this
letter addressed to-day to the Inspector-General of Civil I

From the Secretary to the Government of the‘Nérth‘-f%
Department, to the Inspector-General of Civil |
No. 1056—XVI-484-B. Wi

The Lieutenant-Governor has learnt from
Hankin, Chemical Examiner of these Provi 8,
the disposal of the Bombay Government, has recent
experiments at the Agra laboratory on rats (o
Hankin intimated his intention beforehand
without waiting for a reply from that officer
Agra. §

- No. 649 M., 225p Marca 1897, 3

efore, however, Mr. Hankin could commence his experiments at Agra, the preceding
came to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner, who was also
[ by the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, that it was not desirable that experiments
h the plague microbe should be prosecuted at - As, however, certain experiments with
t microbe had been made by Mr. Hankin himself before his deputation to Bombay, and
- subsequently by his locum tenens Surgeon-Uaptain Lumsden, His Honour thought it best to refer
- tothe Government of India the question whether His Excellency in Council desired that the
experiments should proceed or mot. The matter had clearly an Imperial aspect, and the
utenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner desired to act in accordance with the wishes of the
overnment of India.

I am to add that His Honour had received no communication at all from the Government

- of Bombay in connection with Mr. Hankin’s visit to Agra or the experiments he desired to make,

and this appeared to him an unusual cireumstance accentuating the necessity of ascertaining the
wishes of the Government, of India.

3. On reference being made to the Government of India, it was ascertained that the Govern-};

- ment considered it very objectionable to experiment with plague bacilli where no plague exists
~and was of opinion that Mr. Hankin should be prevented from conducting such experiments in

- Agra. Accordingly Mr. Hankin was not allowed access to the Agra laboratory ; the test-tubes

- containing cultares of plague bacillus which Mr. Hankin had brought from Bombay with him
‘were destroyed. As these cultures could, it was understood, be procured in any quantity desired
in Bombay, it was not necessary to preserve them.

- _Tam tosay that experiments of this description with the bubonic microbe are not to be
made at Agra until further orders, and the materials and rats used in the experiments that
had been made have been destroyed. It has been suggested to the Government of India
that no pl cultures or substances infected, or supposed to be infected with the plague
virus should be sent to the Agra laboratory from Provinces other than those the work of
which is undertaken by the Chemical Examiner of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh.
There is of courseno desire to interfere with the ordinary bacteriological inquiries nor with
investigations which are necessary to decide whether a case occurring in the North-Western

- Provinces and Oudh or the Central Provinces is one of bubonic plague or not ; but operations
which are merely of an experimental character should be avoided. In every case the strictest
precautions should be taken in conducting the investigations.

Extraet from a letter, No. 612, dated 24th February 1897, from the Magistrate of Agra, to the

Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh (Lieutenant-
Governor’s Camp).

* L * i » *

2. I would venture to suggest that, in order to prevent medical officers and others from
sending plague cultures to Agra for experiment, the fact that plague experiments are forbidden
there should be made generally known. Surgeon-Captain Lumsden has received already several
consignments of real or supposed plague bacilli for experiment.

‘Telegram from T. STOKER, Esq., to the Secretary to the Government of

India, Home
Department, dated Camp, Agra, the 22nd Febraary 1897.

Please refer Doctor Warburton regarding letter from Hankin asking permission experimen-
talize plague bacillus Agra Laboratory. Lieutenant-Governor finds Hankin here.s Says came
with consent Bombay Government to experiment on rats regarding wool contagion. Says
healthy rats not procurable Bombay. Experiments here take ten days. In view Warburton’s
and Hendley’s objections to these experiments here have not allowed him begin, but wish know
whether India desire such experiments at Agra or not. Experiments have previously been made
here with Kumaun plague microbe.

OgpEr—No. 649 M., dated 22nd March 1897.

Communicated to the Surgeon-General and the Sanitary Commissioner.

2. The Surgeon-General is requested to communicate this to all Distriet Medical
Officers and the Surgeons of Districts in Madras. .
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3. Experiments with the plague virus being conducted at the Medical College
or by the Health Officer of the Municipality or elsewhere should be stopped and all
cultures carefully destroyed. e

(True Extract.)

G. 8. FORBES,
Secretary to Government.

To the Surgeon-General.
»  Sanitary Commissioner.
Copy to all Presidents of District Boards,
1 all Chairmen of Municipal Councils.
" the President, Municipal Commission, Madras.

Bxd C. M. Thumbuswaamy. | . i
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Bubonic Plague.
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Sanit Commissioner, with remarks,
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Reap—the following paper :—

From the Under Secretary to the Government of In&la, “to the
Government of Madras, Local and Municipal ﬂepal“b‘mbht}‘
1897, No. 9-Sanitary—-869. AR £ SR Ebars s (3 if et

T am directed to forward a copy of a letter from the Govémiﬁétﬂ.’ of

‘Western Provinces and Oudh, No, 106, dated the 2nd March 1897,
undesirability of prosecuting experiments with the plague virus at Agra.
request that, with the permission of the Governor in Council, instructions
iy issued that no plague cultures or substances infected, or supposed to be infect
-plague virus should be sent to the Agra laboratory. = = "’“'; "‘:ﬁ 34
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From W. H. L. IMPEY, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the North-W.
~and Oudh, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home De
Lucknow, the 2nd March 1897, No. 106. (o) 5 10

In continuation of my telegram of the 22nd February 1897 (copy + » {4
» reference to the answering telegram, dated 23rd idem from Home D oop ,
I;i an :

_ the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner to forward herewit

~ No. 612, dated 24th February 1897, received by this Government from
and to say that, in view of the opinion of the Government of India as to
prosecuting experiments with the plague virus at His Honour would s
instructions to all Governments (other than the Administration of the Central Pre
is served by the Chemical Examiner, North-Western Provinces and Oudh) that n
or substances infected, or supposed to be infected with plague virus .ﬂponl bq

* laboratory. In the case of the Central Provinces, His Honour has no object
being undertaken which are necessary for the purpose of determining whether
the bubonic plague or not ; the Chemical Examiner has been directed not to
operations of a merely experimental character. In this oonneqholh T am to iy!

letter addressed to-day to the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals,
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" From the Secretary to the Government of the N. orth-Wesﬁta'izi; Ptomm ‘and |

Depsitment, to the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, dated the 28
N0?105—XVI-484-B.P iy bl OBP , dated the %

The Lieutenant-Governor has learnt from demi-official ondetios.
Hankin, Chemical Examiner of these Provinces, whose gervices have been

the disposal of the Bombay Government, has recently come to Agra with
experiments at the Agra laboratory on rats (or otherwise) v%%%ﬂ@
~ Haukin intimated his intention beforehand to Surgeon-Lieutenant-Ci
(55 475 ABDI “ »ut waiting for a reply from that oﬁeer‘granting’hhﬁthefw o8
Agra. L wlorT el 1o agn e
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r, Mr. Hankin could commence his experiments at Agra, the preceding
of the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner, who was also
r-General of Civil Hospitals, that it was not desirable that experiments
mi should be prosecutel at Agra. As, however, certain experiments with
d been made by Mr. Hankin himself before his deputation to Bombay, and

) Jocum tenens Burgeon-Uaptain Lumsden, His Honour thought it best to refer
India the question whether His Excellency in Council desired that the
d proceed or not. The matter had clearly an Imperia] aspect. and the
ernor and Chief Commissioner desired to act in accordance with the wishes of the

that His Honour had received no communication at all from the Government
nection with Mr. Hankin’s visit to Agra or the experiments he desired to make,
‘to him an unusual circumstance accentuating the necessity of ascertaining the

16 Government of India.
3. On reference being made to the Government of India, it was ascertained that the Govern-

I

~ ment considered it very objectionable to experiment with plague bacilli where no plague exists,
~ and was of opinion that Mr. Haukin should be prevented from conducting such experiments in
RS rpcth bty

Accordingly Mr. Hankin was not allowed access to the Agra laboratory ; the test-tubes

~ containing cultures of plague bacillus which Mr. Hankin had brought from Bombay with him
L

. were destroyed. As these cultures could, it was understood, be procured in any quantity desired
§ m?ﬁo ibay, it was not necessary to preserve them.

- Iam tosay that experiments of this description with the babonic microbe are not to be
: ide at Agra until further orders, and the materials and rats used in the experiments that

Qﬂ;beqn made have been destroyed. It has been suggested to the Government of India
it

no plague cultures or substances infected, or supposed to be infected with the plague
vnﬁs"shbi'ilg “be sent to the Agra laboratory from Provinces other than those the work of

" which is undertaken by the Chemical Examiner of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh.

 There is of courseno desire to interfere with the ordinary bacteriological inquiries nor with
s ‘!i‘im“ i
- Proviuces and Oudh or the Central Provinces is one of bubonic plague or not; but operations

-

-which are necessary to decide whether a'case occurring in the North-Western

~ which are merely of an experimental character should be avoided. ILa every case the strictest
- precautions should be taken in conducting the investigations.

ee»sﬁxtthbk from a letter, No. 612, dated 24th February 1897, from the Magistrate of Agra, to the

| Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh (Lieutenant-

- Governor’s Camp).

* * L L *

digiw

- ' 9.1 would venture to suggest that, in order to prevent medical officers and others from
' gending plague cultures to Agra for experiment, the fact that plague experiments are forbidden
* “there should be made generally known. Surgeon-Captain Lumsden has received already several
"' consignments of real or supposed plague bacilli for experiment.

T "Telegram' from T. STOKER, Esq., to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home

g § ~ Department, dated Camp, Agra, the 22nd February 1897.

Please refer Doctor Warburton regarding letter from Hankin asking permission experimen-

talize plague bacillus Agra Laboratory. Lieutenant-Governor finds Hankin here. Says came
with consent Bombay Government to experiment on rafs regarding wool contagion. Says
healthy rats not procurable Bombay. Experiments here take ten days. In view Warburton’s
and Hendley’s objections to these experiments here bave not allowed him begin, but wish know
whether India desire such experiments at Agra or not. Experiments have previously been made
here with Kumaun plague mierobe.

Ospee—No. 649 M., dated 22nd March 1897.

3 ' Communicated to the Surgeon-General and the Sanitary Commissioner.

2. The Surgeon-General is requested to communicate this to all District Medical
Officers and the Surgeons of Districts in Madras.
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. 3 The Secretary to the Government of Madras,
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Local and Municipal Department.

ome Department.

Sanitary )

: Calcutta, the 74 Mareh 1897.

Sir, &8 ®

AR A

I anSdirejted €» forward a copy of a letter from
= [«
" 2

= L
the Governmenté%f tﬁg No
o 106, dated the 2g§ Maﬁﬁh f§97 regarding the undesirability
of prosecuting expéb@m?%ts with the plague virus at Agra.
with the permission of the Governor

I am to request that,

in Council, instructions may he issued that no plague eul-
tures or substances infected or supposed to be infected
with plague virus should be sent to the Agra laboratory.

I have the honour to he,
Sir,

Your most obedient Servant
’

+
~
)
L}
S
b}
'-l
o

0ffg. Under Seey. to the Government ofl

-

— ——
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i ~ No. 108, dated Lueknow, the 2nd March 1897.
 From—W. H. L. Turey, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the North-Western
Provinces and Oudh, g

 To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

 In continuation of my telegram of the 22nd February 1897 (copy en-
and with reference to the answering telegram dated 23rd idem from

~ Home Department, I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Com-

missioner to forward herewith an extract from letter No. 612, dated 24th Feb-
ruary 1897, received by this Government from the Collector of Agra, and to say

~ that, in view of the opinion‘of the Government of India as to the undesirability

of prosecuting experiments with the plague virus at Agra, His Honour would
suggest the issue of instructions to all Governments (other than the Adminis-
tration of the Central Provinces which is served by the Chemical Examiner,
North-Western Provinces and Oudh) that no plague cultures or substances
infected or supposed to be infected with plague virus should be sent to the
Agra Laboratory. In the case of the Central Provinces, His Honour has no

_objection to experiments being undertaken which are necessary for the purpose

 of determining whether a case is one of the bubonic plague or not ; the Chemi-

cal Examiner has been directed not to undertake the operations of a merely
-mntal character. In this connection, I am to forward copy of a letter
ad to-day to the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals.

No. s dated the 28th February 1887.

XV1484B.3
From="The Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh,
. Sanitation Department,

To—The Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals.

The Lieutenant-Governor bas learnt from demi-official correspondence that Mr. G. H.
Hankin, Chemical Examiuer of these Provinces, whose services have been placed temporarily

i at the disposal of the Bombay Government, has recently come to Agra with the intention of

making experiments at the Agra Laboratory on rats (or otherwise) with the bubonic
microbe. Mr. Hankin intimated his intention beforehand to Surgecn-Lieutenant-Colonel
Warburton, and without waiting fora reply from that officer granting him the desired per-

mission, proceeded to Agra.

2. Before, however, Mr. Hankin could commence his experiments at Agra, the preceding
facts came to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner, who was also
advised by the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals that it was not desirable that experi-
ments with the plague microbe should be prosecuted at Agra. As, however, certain experi-
ments with that mierobe had been made by Mr. Hankin himself before Lis deputation to
Bombay, and subsequently by his locum temens Sargeon-Captain Lumsden, His Honour
thought it best to refer to the Government of India the question whether His Excellency in
Council desired that the experiments should proceed or not. The matter had clearly an
Tmperial aspect, and the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner desired to act in

accordance with the wishes of the Government of India.

1 am to add that His Honour had received no communication at all from the Government
of Bombay in connection with Mr., Hankin’s visit to Agra or the experiments he desired to
make, and this appeared to him an unusual circumstance accentuating the necessity of ascer-
taining the wishes of the Government of India.

8. On reference being made to the Government of India, it was ascertained that the
Government considered it very objectionable to experiment with plague bacilli where no
plague exists ; and was of opinion that Mr. Hankin should be prevented from conducting such
experiments in Agra. Accordingly Mr. Hankin was not allowed access to the Agri Labora-
tory ; the test tubes containing cultures of plague bacillus which Mr. Hankin had brought
from Bombay with him were destroyed. As these cultures could, it was understood, be pro-
cured in any quantity desired in Bombay, it was not necessary to preserve them.

1 am to say that experiments of this deseription with the bubonic microbe are not to be
made at Agra until further orders, and the materials and rats used in the experiments that
had been made have been destroyed. It has been suggested to the Government of India
that no plague cultures or substances infected or supposed to be infected with the plague
virus should: be sent to the Agra Laboratory from Provinces other than those the work of
which is undertaken by the Chemical Examiver of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh.
There is of course no desire to interfere with the ordinary bacteriological inquiries nor with
investigations Which are necessary to decide whether a case oceurring in the North-Western
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Provinces and Dudh or the Central Provinces is one of bubonie plague or Lnt. but

tions which are merely of an experimental character should be avoided, In every case the ;

strictest precautions should be taken in eonducting the investigations. i

Eetraet from o leier No.G13, dated 94tk Felruary 1597, from the Magisiate of 4 va, to the | 1

i

Secretary to the Gosernment of the North-Western Provinces and Oud
Governor’s Camp). s g
* * * * * * * * *

2. T would venture to suggest that, in order to prevent medical officers and othu‘n frb';j_'.

should be made generally known. Surgeon-Captain Lumsden has reeeived
already several consignments of real or supposed plague bacilli for experiment.

Telegram, dated Camp Agra, the 22nd February 1897.

From=T, Stoxer, Esq., ;
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

Please refer Doctor Warburton regarding letter from Hankin asking permission experi-
mentalize plague bacillus Agra Laboratory. Lieutenant-Governor finds Hankin here. Says
came with consent Bombay Government to experiment on rats regarding wool contagion.//
Says heal,thy rats not procurable Bumbay. Experiments lLere take ten days, In view
Warburton’s and Hendley’s objections to these experiments here have not allowed him begin, but

wish know whether India desire such experiments at Agraor not. Experimentsh i
been made here with Kumaun plague 'm!;:robe. n S ) e

G|L C. P. O.=No. 1802 H. D,—9-8-97.— 260.— P.K.B

v
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H sending plague cultures to Agra for experiment, the fact that plague experiments are for-
bidden t.gere 6§ SRS

addressed to-day to the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals.

)

' No. 106, dated Lucknow, the 2nd March 1597,

' From—W. H. L. Tupry, Fsq., Secretary to the Government of the North- Western
. Provinces and Oudh,

To—The Secretary to the Government of Tndia, Home Department.

s

IN continuation of my telegram of the 22nd February 1897 (copy en-
closed) and with reference to the answering telegram dated 23rd idem from
Home Department, I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Com-
missioner to forward herewith an extract from letter No. 612, dated 24th Feb-
ruary 1897, received by this Government from the Collector of Agra, and to say
that, in view of the opinion of the Government of India as to the undesirability
of prosecuting experiments with the plague virus at Agra, His Honour would
suggest the issue of instructions to all Governments (other than the Adminis-

_ tration of the Central Provinces which is served by the Chemical Examiner,

North-Western Provinces and Oudh) that no plague cultures or substances
infected or supposed to be infected with plague virus should be sent to the
Agra Laboratory. In the case of the Central Provinces, His Honour has no

‘objection to experiments being undertaken which are necessary for the purpose

of determining whether a case is one of the bubonic plague or not ; the Chemi-

~cal Examiner has been directed not to undertake the operations of a merely

experimental charicter. In this connection, I am to forward copy of a letter

¥
-

10 dated the 28th February 1867.

- k No XVE4SIB, )
From=The Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh,
Sanitation Dgpartment, ‘

To—The Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals.

The Lieutenant-Governor has learnt from demi-official correspondence that Mr. G. H.
Hankin, Chemical Examiner of these Provinces, whose services have been placed temporarily
at the disposal of the Bombay Government, has recently come to Agra with the intention of
making experiments at the Agra Laboratory on rats (or otherwise) with the bubonie

obe. Mr. Hankin intimated his intention beforehand to Surgecn-Lientenant-Colonel
#ﬂburﬁon, and without waiting for a reply from that officer granting him the desired per-
mission, proceeded to Agra.

9. Before, however, Mr. Hankin could commence his experiments at’ Agra, the preceding
facts came to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner, who was also
advised by the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals that i(ﬁ?\s D&% desirable that experi-
ments with the plague microbe should be prosecuted at Agral™ As, however, certain experi-

v ments with that microbe had been made by Mr. Hankin himselt before hLis deputation to

Bombay, and subsequently by his locum temens Surgeon-Captain Lumsden, Hi# Hononr

_thou it best to refer to the Government of India the question whether His BExcellency in

Counci ired that the experiments should proceed or mot. The matter had clearly an
Tmperial aspect, and the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner desired to act in

»Le?a mdance with th#wishes of the Government f India,
I am to add that His Honcur had received no communication at all from the Government
of

ombay in connection with Mr, Hankin’s visit to Agra or the experiments he desired to
make, and this appeared to him an unusual circumstance accentuating the necessity of ascer-
taining the wishes of the Government of India.

3. On reference being made to the Government of India, it was ascertained that the
Government considered it very objectionable to experimesf with plague bacilli where no
plague exists ; and was of opinion that Mr. Hankin should be'prevented from eonducting such
experiments in Agra. Accordingly Mr. Hankin was not allowed access to the Agri Labora-
tory ; the test tubes containing cultures of plague bacillus which Mr. Hankin had bronght
from Bombay with bim were destroyed. As fhese cultures could, it was understood, be pro-

cured in any quantity desired in Bombay, it was not necessary to preserve them.

I am to say that experiments of this deseription with the bubonic mierobe are not to be
made at Agra until further orders, and the materials and rats used in the experiments that
had been made have been destroyed. It has been suggested to the Government of India
that no plague cultures or substances infected or sapposed to be infected with the plague
virus should be sent to the Agra Laboratory from Provinces other than those the work of
which is undertaken by the Chemical Examiner of the North-Western Provineces and Oudh.
There is of course no desire to interfere with the ordinary bacteriological inquiries nor with
investigations which are necessary to decide whether a case occurring in the North-Western
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