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Communicating to the Municipal Council, Méyavaram, the remarks of the Collector of
Tanjore with regard to the right of the municipal council to levy — on troes standing on the
sides of roads and streets within municipal limits.
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% giﬂ: order was communicated to the Chairman of the Midyavaram Municipality.
1@ Chairman, thereon, asked the Sub-Collector to let him know under what orders
‘#ie municipal council have a right to collect the tree-tax and requested that the

ot eollected in previous years might be paid to the municipality. The Sub-

C llector laid the whole matter before the then Collector, Mr. Winterbotham, who, in
his reply, dated 22nd December 1893, stated as follows :—

“I think Mr. Hamnett’s order directing that the levy of tree-tax should be discontinued is

© correct. Under section 23 of the Municipal Act *all things provided for streets ’ belong to the

&

pmunicipal council. It is a question of fact whether the trees in question were provided for
| streets for shade and ornament or not. The limitation for the refund of erroneous credits is three

* Years only under Board’s Proceedings, No. 51, dated 9th February 1893, and if the Chairman can

show that the right in trees vests in the council the usual refund application may be submitted

mo .zt'c};mgly. If the trees are private property, the refund is due to the tree-owners if they apply
it

3. The Sub-Collector thereon issued the following order to the Tahsildar of
Méyavaram and the Chairman of the Mdyavaram Municipality :—

*“ Under the authority of the Collector’s order, in future no tree-tax must be collected by
Government. The municipality should now assert their rights (if they exist) over such trees as
have hitherto been paying tax to Government. The Chairman can obtain all information from
the taluk office and village officers. As regards the question of refund of tree-tax, if the muni-
cipality can show that it is entitled to it and not the private individuals from whom it was
collected, the Chairman can apply for refund of the collections of three preceding years.”

The tree-tax lost to Government under this order in the Méyavaram Municipality
amounted to Rs. 27-0-9 a year. The Sub-Collector then brought to notice that tree-
fax amounting to Rs. 70-11-9 was also being collected by the Revenue Department
on trees standing on roads and porambokes within the Kumbakénam Municipality, and
requested to be informed whether the tax should be foregone irrespective of whether
the trees were taxed prior to, or subsequent to, the date on which the lands became
vested in the council. He argued that, as regards trees that were planted and have
~come to bearing subsequent to the formation of the municipality, the Revenue Depart-
ment had obviously no right to collect tree-tax ; but that, as regards trees that were
taxed by the Revenue Department prior to the roads and streets being vested in the
municipality, the Revenue Department had the right to collect tree-tax, as the trees
are private property, as they could not be vested in the municipality an@ as .the
District Municipalities Act does not authorize the levy.of. a tree-tax by the municipality,
which, therefore, is no gainer by the Government giving up the tre‘e-tax. fur.ther
inquiries were made, and it was found‘ that there were also cases in the Tanjore,
Negapatam and Manndrgudi municipalities in which tree-tax, amountmg n ‘ill to
Rs. 62-2-1 on trees standing on roads, streets and other porambokes lying within
municipal limits, was being collected by the Revenue Department and (i-redlted‘ to
Government. Thereupon, Mr. Stokes applied to the Board for orders as to whether
tree-tax on trees standing on roads, streets and other porambokes within municipal
limits, and which had been taxed by the Revenue Department prior to the roads and
streets being vested in the municipal council, should continue to be collected by Gov-
ernment, bringing to notice at the same time the qorrespon;ience m G.O., ?To. 448,
Revenue, dated 20th April 1885, communicated in Board’s Proceedings, No. 1411,
dated 12th May 1885, Upon this the Board passed the following orders : —

« The is of opinion that trees which are the property of Government were made over
to the %;n?cgapﬁ ézuncilpalong with the roads and streets on which thfay stand. As regards
trees held on tree-patta which are the property of the pattadar, the right to levy an assess-
reet thereon was not transferred to the council. There is no reason why the Government
:[111?)?11(1 f:rego the collection of this tax, which, as observed by the Collector, cannot be collected by

the council. Tree-tax should, therefore, continue to be collected as at present.”

4. With reference to the above resolution of the Bo?rd, the Chairman, Municipal
Council, Mayavaram, in paragraph 2 of his letter to Government, No. 1088, dated
1st December 1896, says that ‘ so far as trees ssgnd}ng on places other than the

blic roads and streets are concerned, the Board’s view may be correct. But as
E:ga:‘ds trees standing alongside of public roads and streets within municipal limits,
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| gﬁlg order was commiinicated to the Chairman of the Miyavaram Municipality.
4 %0 airman, thereon, asked the Sub-Collector to let him know under what orders
S e municipal council have a right to collect the tree-tax and requested that the
i

j‘éoount collected in previous years might be paid to the munieipality. The Sub-
Collector laid the whole matter before the then Collector, Mr. Winterbotham, who, in

: hin reply, dated 22nd December 1893, stated as follows :—

“ I think Mr. Hamnett’s order directing that the levy of tree-tax should be discontinued is
correct. Under section 23 of the Municipal Act *all things provided for streets ’ belong to the
municipal council. It is a question of fact whoether the trees in question were provided for
streets for shade and ornament or not. The limitation for the refund of erroneous credits is three

. years only under Board’s Proceedings, No. 51, dated 9th February 1893, and if the Chairman can

show that the right in trees vests in the council the usual refund application may be submitted
accordingly. If the trees are private property, the refund is due to the tree-owners J1 they apply

i for it.”

3. The Sub-Collector thereon issued the following order to the Tahsildar of
Miyavaram and the Chairman of the Mdyavaram Municipality : —

* Under the authority of the Collector’s order, in future no tree-tax must be collected by
Government. The municipality should now assert their rights (if they exist) over such trees as
have hitherto been paying tax to Government. The Chairman can obtain all information from
the taluk office and village officers. As regards the question of refund of tree-tax, if the muni-
veigality can show that it is entitled to it and not the private individuals from whom it was
collected, the Chairman can apply for refund of the collections of three preceding years.”

The tree-tax lost to Government under this order in the Mdyavaram Municipality
amounted to Rs. 27-0-9 a year. The Sub-Collector then brought to notice that tree-
tax amounting to Rs. 70-11-9 was also being collected by the Revenue Department
on trees standing on roads and porambokes within the Kumbakdénam Municipality and
requested to be informed whether the tax should be foregone irrespective of whether
the trees were taxed prior to, or subsequent to, the date on which the lands became
vested in the ecouncil. He argued that, as regards trees that were planted and have
come to bearing subsequent to the formation of the municipality, the Revenue Depart-
ment had obviously no right to collect tree-tax ; but that, as regards trees that were
taxed by the Revenue Department prior to the roads and streets being vested in the
municipality, the Revenue Department had the 1'1gh‘§ to collect t‘rge-tgx as the trees
are plivate property, as they could not .l)e vested in the municipality uu(} as _tho,
District Municipalities Act does not authorize the levy of a tree-tax by the mumm‘pa]lty,
which, therefore, is no gai}ler by the Government giving up the tree-tax. (_I_'ur.ther
inquiries were made, and it was f.()l.lllda that there were also cases in the Tanjore,
Negapatam and M anmirgg(h unicipalities in which tree-tax, amounting in un to
Rs. 62-2-1 on trees standing ‘on roads, streets and other porambokes lylng'mthm
municipal limits, was being collected by the Revenue Department and credited to
Government. Thereupon, Mr. Stokes applied to the Board for orders as to whether
tree-tax on trees standing on reads, streets and other porambokes within municipal
d which had been taxed by the Revenue Depart_ment prior to.the roads and
streets being vested in the municipal council, should continue to be collected 1»y Gov-
ernment, bringing to notice at th_e same time the (_:orrespon,dence in G.0., No. 448,
Revenue, dated 20th April 1885, communicated in Board’s Proceedings, No. 1411,
dated 12th May 1885, Upon this the Board passed the following orders :—

limits, an

« The Board is of opinion that trees which are the property of. Government were made over

R A aicipsl council along with the roads and streets on which they stand. As regards

s held on tree-patta which are the property of the pa:ltadar, the right to ]eV}; an assess-

. it tlh reon was not transferred to the council. There is no reason why the Government

meutl 1 ftl.:,r(, the collection of this tax, which, as observed by the Collector, cannot be collected by
:}:gic‘)un?il.r Tree tax should, therefore, continue to be collected as at present.”

4. With reference to the above resolution of the Board, the Chairman, Municipal

Council, Mdyavaram, in paragraph 2‘of his letter to G“ro\'ornment, No.}l()&?‘, dated
1st December 1890, says that ¢ so far as trees sEz}nd}ng on places (?t 1er than the‘
ublic roads and streets are.concerned,_ the Board’s view may be 07011'(‘_ct_.7 Bpt.u:s
{-)vg,ards trees standing alongside of public roads and streets within municipal limits,
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