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HIS EXCELLENCY
THE GOVERNORDF FORT ST. GEORGE, IN COUNGIL.

The humble memorial of the people

of Nellore.
Most RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH =

1. That your memorialists are all inhabitants of the town of Nellore and
are persons, who, whether as rate-payers or as residents, are interested in the proper
administration of the Nellore Municipal Couneil.

2. That the town of Nellore was constituted a municipality under the pro-
visions of Act III of 1871 and the municipal council then brought -into existence
has continued to exer&éé@@isdiction over the muuicipal area for the last 26 years:

3. That soon after the passing of the District Municipalities’ Aet No. IV of
1881, the Government was pleased, by notification No. 24 published in the Fort
St. George Gazette Hstraordinary dated 19th March 1885, to grant to the people of
Nellore the privilege of electing to the council, three-fourths of the total number
of councillors, which the municipality was to be composed of and did, further by noti-
fication No. 334 of the Gth August 1889, bestow on the municipal council itself the
power and the privilege to elect the chairman who was to preside over its deliber-
ations.

oL

4. That the power thus conferred on them was only partially exercised by the
people in the years 1886 and 1887 and that it was not till October 1888, that the
full complement of fourteen members was sent up to the council by the rate-payers
of the various wards into which the municipality was divided.

5. That the council thus composed was exercising its functions till the close
of the year 1890, when, the Government, by order No. 1875(M) dated the 8th De-
cember 1890, directed that the power to elect municipal councillors should be taken
away from the people and that the right to nominate them should thenceforward
wholly vest in the Governor-in-Council.

6 That even before 1889, the power of appointing chairmen had been vested
in, and had been from time to time exercisegl by, the councillors of the Nellore
municipality and that at the time when G. O. No. 1875 which likewise deprived the
councillors of the privilege of selecting their own chairman was promulgated, the
municipality was presided over by an elected chairman who was, according to
Government, making considerable efforts to successfully carry on the work of the
municipal council.

7. That the Government having, however, come to the conclusion that a
radical change of system was necessary in Nellore (vide G. O. No. 195 of the
17th February 1891) declined to reconsider its decision as embodied in G. 0. No. 1875
already referred to and all the muuicipal councillors and the chairman of the muni-
cipality of Nellore have since been appointed as occasion arose, by His Excellency
the Governor-in-Council.
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3. That your memorialists deem it unnecessary to refer to the subsequent
vicissitudes of the Nellore Municipal Council or to the circumstance that an- official
chairman was first thought necessary, but that this officer had subsequently to give
way to a salaried full-timed chairman, who again was compelled to resign the
appointment, when the Government,on a memorial submitted by the people of Nellore
and on a representation from the Collector, had to come to the conclusion that the
municipal revenues were hardly sufficient to support in office a full-timed official

on a high salary-

9. That, since then, the office of chairman has beern successively held by
officials of Government, the present chairman being the Probationary Dy. Collector
attached to the staff of the Collector of Nellore.

10. That your memorialists beg leave to point out that whatever faults the
people or the councillors may have been guilty of —and your memorialists are free
to admit that they have been guilty of very many faults—the punishment inflicted
on them has been out of all proportion to the offence alleged against them and that,
looking to the length of time during which the G. O. No. 1875 has been in force,
your memorialists venture to submit that the time has come when they ean request,
at the hands of Government, a reconsideration of its decision, as to the manner in
which the chairman and the councillors of the Nellore Municipality are to be, in

future, appointed.

11. That your memorialists had, in common with the inhabitants of all other
municipal towns within this presidency, watched with anxious interest the progress
through the Legislative Council of the act to amend the District Munieipalities’ Act
1V of 1884, and do mow feel sincerely grateful to Government for the passing into
law of a measure, which aims at dealing with municipal institutions in a liberal

and sympathetic spirit.

12. That your memorialists are in hopes, that the Government in its executive
capacity will deal with the Nellore Municipal Council in the same spirit of libera-
lity which it evinced in the passing of the Municipal Amendment Act, and will permit
the people of Nellore to enjoy the full benefit of the provisions contained in Secs. 10
and 13 of the act, so as to enable them to return to the municipal council the full
complement of members which prior to the issuing of G. O. No. 1875, they, under
the rules then in force, were entitled to return.

18. That your memorialists are aware that the municipality of Nellore can-
not take advantage of the provision now made in the municipal act for the appoint-
ment of a full-time secretary as they can scarcely afford to pay adequately for the
services of a competent officer ; that they are mnot certain what the intentions of
Government may be and whether the ultimate decision enjoins or not the appoint-
ment of a ministerial officer notwithstanding the impoverished condition of the

municipal finances.
14. That your memorialists believe that, with the appointment of a paid se-
cretary, the duties of chairmen cease t0 be either difficult or onerous and that the

appointment can be safely left to be made by municipal councils however new they
may be to their work, and in whatever backward districts they may have been

constituted.

15. That even in cases where no paid secretary has been appointed, your
memorialists beg to point out that an elected chairman has chances of devoting
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1hore time to the duties of his office than a Government official whose time more or
less will be fully occupied, and that, the gentleman, who gets appointed to the
chairmanship by the suffrages of his fellow councillors, possesses the further advan-
tage of being in touch with the councillors and through them with the rate-payers
resident within munieipal limits.

16. That your memorialists have observed with satisfaction that in comme-
moration of the joyful event, unprecedented in the annals of English History, to
wit, the Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen Empress, the municipalities of Trichi-
nopoly and Conjeeveram have had restored to them the power of election, of which
they had been temporarily deprived, and they are equally in hopes that the year of
universal rejoicing will be associated in their minds with the regranting of a boon
of which they, unlike the people of the towns above referred to, have been longer
and for less grave causes, deprived.

17. In conclusion, your memorialists earnestly pray that the Government may
be pleased to recomsider its decision embodied in G. O. No. 1875 and to direct
that in future the power of electing councillors shall vest in the people of
Nellore and that the nomination of chairman, may as heretofore, continue to be
made by the councillors of the Nellore Municipality.
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NELLORE CoLLECTOR'S OFFICE,
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