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SUBJECT.

Praying that in the eircum.
stances stated Dr. Oliver may be de-
clared as duly elected chalrman of the
Trichinopoly municipality and that
necessary orders may be passed WSS
before the 27th Instant on which dam‘ :
t.hé Council stands adjourned for Q;Q_q_-’ :

tion,
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Trichinopoly, 11th October 1897,

To

@he @hief Secretry to Government,

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPT,
FORT ST. GEORGE.
MADRAS.
SIR,

We the undersigned Municipal Councillors of Trichinopoly, beg to submit
the following for the just consideration of His Excellency
the Governor in Council:

Under clause 1 of G. 0. No. 214 M. of 7th March 1888, the Collector of the

District gave notice, for the election of Chairman in our Municipality, fixing the 7th

instant, as the date.

9. Twenty three Councillors out of the total strength of 24, attended and a
ballot was taken, with this result. Dr. F. G. Oniver got 12 votes, Dr. W. O’Hara got
9 votes. The two candidates Dgs. OLiver and Dr. O'Hara ot voting at all and
another Councillor Lizur. HopE being absent. s

3. A second ballot was repeated, resulting in Dr. OLivER getting only 11
votes and in consequence Dr. O’Hara getting 10 votes. The meeting had to be
adjourned. '

.

4. Before the members dispersed, it was brought to the notice of the Coun-
cillors that under G. Q. No. 1966 M. of 17th December 1894, Dz. OLIVER Was duly
elected in the first ballot itself and that there was no necessity for a second ballot

‘which was held in ignorance of the exi'stx}nce of the above G. O.

5. On the strength of legal advice that we took, we have ventured;fo send in
this petition for the liberal consideration of His Excellency the Governor in Council

and for reasons, among others, stated below, we are of opinion that Dz. OLIVER was.

duly elected in the first ballot itself.

6. Under G. O. No. 214 M. of 7th March 1888, the successful candidate
should secure the votes of more than half the total number of Councillors then
on the Council. This rule was interpreted to enable a candidate seeking election to
vote for himself. That the ahove G. O. was so considered even by the Government
is clear from the fact that on the 21st October 1889, Mz. S. T. Rexcasamy Iver
was elected by his getting 12 votes including his own, out of the then strength
of 22 Councillors and his appointment was also gazetted. But for the amending
G. O. of 1894, Dr. Ouiver could have voted for himself and thus secured in the first
ballot 13 votes out of a total strength of 24.
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7. In passing an amendment subsequently (vide para 2 of G. 0. No. 1966 M.

of 17th December 1894;) the Government lays down what the principle is and
applying that principle, we are emboldened to think that Dr. OLIver has secured the
confidence of a majority of other members for, in our Council which consists of
94 members, there are only 23 other members (other than the proposed candidate who
could not validly vote for himself) and 12 being a majority of 23, Dg. OLvER has

secured 12 votes in the first ballot itself.

8. The proposed Councillor is incapacitated to vote for himself and he is as it
not on the Council for the purpose of this election. To say that Dr, Ouiver

ecure at least 13 votes excluding his, is same as saying that the principle is

not  that the Chairman elected should possess the confidence of a majority of the
wn in para 2 of G. O.No. 1966 M. of

other members of the Council” as laid do
d secure one vote more than a majority

17th December 1894, but it is that he shoul
which is not the intention of the Government as it is clear from the above G. O.

were,
should 8

9. Taking the other view of the question s. e. that the candidate elected should
possess the absolute majority of the membersthen present including the candidates,

the Government of course having done away with the consideration of quorum in this

case, even then, Dr. OLIVER has been elected by a majority as Lizur. Hope was then

absent.

We therefore pray that, under the above circumstances His Excellency the
Governor in Council will be pleased to declare that Dr. OLiver was duly elected and
that necessary orders may be passed. before the 27th instant on which date the

Council stands adjourned for election.
We beg to remain,
Sir,
Your Excellency’s
zent and humble servants,
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Order

Dr. Francis G.0liver

Trichinopoly.

No.

Dated 4. ,, 77
Recetved /5= 4. 7

Registered /5~ /4
Enelosures % oo for o Y e

Spare copies.

SUBJECT.

Requesting that the Chairman Mu&i
cipal Council,Trichinopoly may be 1ﬁ§;>
tructed to correct the interpretatt;
of G.0.No.1866 dated gfpecember 1894,
avoid the arrangement, of re-electiqn
because the petitioner haé’alread§ s

o

cured a majority of 12 votes and has

been duly elected as Chairman of the i ‘5

Trhichinopoly Municipality.
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