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Administration Report.
Reviewing the — of the Ootacamund Municipal Council for 1896-97.




Reap—the following paper:— 154 et _
From G. HAMNETT, Esq., Chairman, ap - . :
Secretary to .Gox:e.rm_ng’mt, Local ’anduﬁmp%el.(}onnoﬂ, Ootacamund, tﬁ tl:l;e
Collector of the Nilgiris), dated 6th gy, eml &elp.al Department (through the

R b 97, No. 1075.

I have the honour to submit the adp,; - St
Municipality for the oﬁieig’.l ye::‘l 1396-97, togethef_mwtgon report of the O,otacamum(ll
copics of the reports of the Civil Surgeon ang op ¢« Nth the prescribed statements an
Coimbatore Division. Assistant Inspector of Schools,

L—CoNSTITUTION o qppyp c

2. The council eonsisted of two officials
were Europeans. Of the non-officials four v:gli fioEup Sen non-offieials. Both .
natives. Five vacancies occurred during the oo, = ° gopeans, four Furasiand and six
three elected. The elections were well confeg .’ which two were nominated and
larger number of votes than the Europeang , .’y Che native members securing a
meetings. There were two adjustments for Wang of 5 o res1ans.  The council held 29
at each meeting was 9-10 agamst 9-57in 1895 qg¢ Quorum. The average attendance

II.— REQRIPTS
3. The general income, including the
amounted to Rs. 2,58,479-4-6. !fglgoglehdesp‘;‘l‘l':mg balance of Rs. 34,997-2-0,
Government to the extent of Rs. 1,40, for ; pro grants and loans made by the
miscellaneous improvements. Th: efvl;efdl , incly the water-supply and other
1,00,000 in the Bmfﬂi{ of g%agg; 53{ ofe in Months, ;.lx(xixmg a fixed deposit of Rupees
leaving a balance (I){s ;9 O SRR + ch Rg 7 ~ ounted to Rs. 2,21,554-15-5,
improvement and Rs. y > ? ANeous i 00 belong to the water-supply
4. The income (191’1::191;1f fmﬁ gtgxgénon PR Provements and municipal fund.
Rs. 40,487-6-3, the actu ::t % Pt (T d to Rs. 43,781-13-4 against
Rs. 45,250. The mcom(;, aI1)895 ggl taxaa.ndtlon’ 12 j.%evlsed estimate for 1896-97 of
21,861-2-2, the actuals ’ «;)rtoR Tist i Rg’ 20,8308' 21,841-15-0 against Rupees
laneous receipts amounte F 6% B -5 inst 32 the revised estimate. Miscel-
the previous year, and Rs. 6,360, t] ?’:i“sed. estimat 8- 1,606-12-0, the actuals for
from these figures that the municip: TeVenye dt::‘i for 1896-97. Tt will be seen
under any head. 3 Ting 1896-97 has not declined
R 2.017-5 e cullosted, . 350-13 "0 March1ygq b s 55
: ks e ekl s =9 we 10 was Rs. 0-6-8, of whi
e as irrecoverable, .leavgsg g (;bilg;’lf; Zo.ngs_ 7 S;fsl;ezttntted and Rs, 394—14’—8 wv;ittgﬁ
Rs. 61,043-1-9 against hs.- v > the deman .y , 'he demand for 1896-97 was
1896-97 may be aseribed to the increase jy the for 1895-96. The increase in
cent. from the 1lst October 1896 on houseg which ¢ °f water-tax from 1 to 2 per

i in the house-tax e
supply, to the increase in by a pevoXpressly benefited by th :
which no annual revisions were made, tq St' - Tev ion of assessmentsyin Za v:::ei!;x

rents, and to the increase in private SCA oy o0 P Snen in Hale et e y
settled, viz., Rs. 61,043-1-9, Rs. 58,31 B\ngg g:ﬁes. Of tligaaefnaﬁg :Z’rtﬁi?‘ltlld

€re collected and Rs. 177—1-%
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vith vacant houses, leaving a balance of Rs. 2,549-7-0 which,
ar’s balance of Rs. 787-8-2, amounts to Rs. 3,336-15-2, or
thé balance remaining uncollected at the end of 1895-96.
_ MM and Lands.—There was no change in the taxation under this
z the year. The demand as finally settled on buildings was Rupees
1, showing an advance of Rs. 1,865-9-1. The increase during the last
was Rs. 3,682. The demand on lands was Rs. 845-13-0 against Rupees
b in 1895-96, the decrease was caused by the tax being calculated on the net,
‘instead of on the gross, income of the Botanical gardens. Of the demand Rs. 776-1-0
ere collected, leaving a balance of Rs. 69-12-0. The arrears last year amounted to
mm and the uncollected balance on the 31Ist March 1897 stood at Rs. 108.
The “ Arrears of previous years” of 1895-96, viz., Rs. 479-3-10, has been raised in
itement I'V-B to Rs. 501-11-10 in consequence of fifteen acres of land at Bishops-

~ down having been assessed under the judgment of the High Court referred to in

‘paragraph 3 of the administration report for 1895-96.

7. The Water-taz on Buildings.—The demand was Rs. 5,801-11-6, of which
~ Rs. 5,424-6-11 were collected, Rs. 20-12-10 remitted for vacant houses, leaving a

balance of Rs, 356-7-9 which, added to the arrears of the previous year, amounting
to Rs. 77-4-11, leaves an unrealized balance of Rs. 433-12-8.

. 8. Tax on Arts and Profession.—The demand was Rs. 3,308-8-0, of which
Rs. 8,087-8-0 were collected, leaving a balance of Rs. 271 which, added to the
balance of Rs. 162 in 1805-96, raises the balance 'to Rs. 433. There was a decrease
in the current demand of Rs. 91 owing to fluctuations (in the number of persons in
receipt of salaries and in the number of tradesmen.

laz on Vehicles, Animals and Carts.—The estimate and revised estimate were

nxed a't 894,700 and Rs. 4,200, respectively. The amount actually realized was
Rs. 4,357-10-4.7

~ 10. The number of processes which remained unexecuted on the 31st March
1896 was 429 ; issued during 1897, 1,624 : total 2,053. Of this number 1,055 were
executed and cancelled, 998 remained unexecuted and 32 warrants were cancelled on
which no collections were made. The number of warrants withdrawn in consequence
of payments having been made before distraint was 1,023. The number of prosecu- N
tions instituted was 269. In 220 cases payment was made before the court delivered ;
judgment and 49 cases remained undisposed of. No property was distrained or sold
in view to avoid the “ public howl” which was raised in 1888-89 and referred to by
the then Acting Collector in his endorsement, No. 42, dated 28th June 1889, on the
annual report for the year.

11. The revenue, apart from taxation, amounted to Rs. 21,841-15-0 against
Rs. 21,861-2-2 in 1895-96 and the revised estimate for 1896-97 of Rs. 20,830.
In the revenue for 1895-96 was (as shown in paragraph 12 of the annual report for
that year) included Rs. 2,144-5-7, the deposits of renters. Under sale-proceeds of
night-soil the amount (Rs. 700) anticipated in the revised estimate has not been
realized. Under educational fees there is an increase of nearly Rs. 400 due to an
inerease in the fees realized in the Breeck’s Memorial High sechool. The income from
markets shows an increase of Rs. 635-13—4, but compared with the figures of 1891-92
there has been an increase of Rs. 4,660. Slaughter-houses show an increase of
Rs. 212-8-0, but compared with 1891-92 there has been an increase of Rs. 1,905.
Cart-stands also show an increase over 1891-92 of Rs. 705. License-fees show a
falling off of Rs. 260-8-7 owing to licenses being withheld in consequence of parties
not complying with the condiﬁons prescribed. The increase under this head over
1891-92 1s Rs. 575. Fines under Municipal and other Aects show an increase of
Rs. 137-8-0 owing to prosecutions having been instituted in a large number of cases
for infringement of the sanitary clauses of the Municipal Act.

12. Grants and Contributions from Government—amounted to Rs. 1,39,354-0-10,
of wiich Rs. 1,00,000 are for the water-supply improvement and Rs. 30,000 for
miscellaneous improvements, ineluding a working balance of Rs. 5,000, which the
Government were pleased to grant from Provincial funds to aid the municipality in
carrying on the administration. '




I e ‘a‘d to Private Individuals.—

Private soavenging produce ) over the revised estimate and (i) Other

nitary | undertaken during the year 1896-97. Much
difficulty is, however, experienced in obtaining land within the town for the construe-
tion of small latrines to meet the needs of people who have no such accommodation
attached to their dwellings. Fibiaes ) _

II1.—EXPENDITURE.

15. The expenditure in 1896-97, which includes a lakh of rupees invested in the
Branch Bank of Madras, amounted to Rs. 2,21,554-15-5 against the revised estimate
for the year of Rs. 2,42,590 and the actuals of 1895-96 of Rs. 1,37,032-5-7.

18, Grant 1, Pustic Works.—The expenditure amounted to Rs. 57,27 1-10-2
against the revised estimate of Rs. 77,250 and the actuals for 1895-96 of Rupees
24,188-6-2. The excess over the actuals occurred by an assignment of Rs. 25,450
having been made to the Public Works Department for remedying defectsin the main
intercepting sewer and by an expenditure of Rs. 4,333-0-2 in conuection with Mr.
G. T. Walch’s investigation and report for improving the water-supply of the town.

17. New Buildings.—The expenditure (Rs. 3,108-11-3) was considerably less
than the allotment of Rs. 13,100 in the revised estimate, which included the loan of
Rs. 10,000 sanctioned by the Government for sanitary works, &c. Of the expenditure
incurred Rs. 1,460-15-8 were spent on the market, viz., for a platform, 85 feet long

and 81 feet broad, for exposing the fruit brought for sale on market days, Rupees -

310-4-6; for paving the long verandah where sweetmeat, bread and other edibles, &e.
are sold with Cuddapah slubs, Rs. 450; for enclosiné the centre square of 8:;,1(;
market near the mutton butchers’ stall to store the mutton remaining unsold instead
of being removed to the butchers’ houses, Rs. 473-8-0; and for sundry other repairs
- and improvements Rs. 227-3-2. The remaining sum of Rs. 1,647-11-7 was appro-
priated for erecting a shed with corrugated iron sheets and timber for the storage of
straw Rs. 256-4-0, for improving the slaughter-houses Rs. 878-2-7, for metallin

the cart-stand Rs. 99-7-0, for metalling the rubbish cart-stand Rs. 99-5-0 and for

purchasing forty dustbins Rs. 315-9-0.

18. Drainage, Rs. 25,557-1-7.—As explained in ﬂle recedin
3 25,450 were assigned for the main intercepting sewer, thg balanceg (pl’;‘:l %1(-)9,71)_111,_1'271)13‘:::
spent in building a cement drain in continuation of a drain built by a private indivi-
dual in old agraharam to carry off refuse water Rs. 75, for completing a drain in the

ket Rs. 15-9- i in i !
an:r 1%-8—0. 5-9-7 and for constructing a drain in Dogherty’s lane at Mettucherry

19. Water-supply.—Rs. 4,333-0-2 were disbursed to M
him to carry out his investigations for improving the wagar-sll.;pgl.yT. bbbyt
20. Miscellaneous Public Improvements, Rs. 596-11-0 .
_ . 696-11-0.—Th
lake d:i)sts Rs. 309-5-0, cl.earmg.and cle’aning the main strea?ncolg:ergallﬁtﬂ-%f :lh;e
Kandal stream Rs. 50, and improving the triangles at Charing Cross Rs. 205-7-6 g

21. Repairs— Communications.—The allotment in the bu i
10,000. On Mr. Tremenheere’s representation of the bad cozl:dft%:x: gts' txlnn;zte :frati iy
ﬂllle Govemmﬁnt were pleased to make a special grant of Rs. 5,000 therel})' raisé'l roais,
% hotxlnent to Rs. 15,000, of which Rs. 14,580-11-5 were spent dagr 5 roac{s (inlg the
e arg,gest sums were spent on the Church Hill and Hadfield roads R 58‘;1 anes,
Etirnne’s road in continuation of South Lake road Rs.%99—14_9 . 8 tsl; I 1-10-9,
repairing and reforming from Willow Bund to Westmere Ks. 2 08,7_6)“3 . Kake road
:Tnzpa{rs,allltnprt_wements and feucing in connection with Charing’ Cross-R’ 6%180 2o
Manjanakorai road used largely by carts bringing in road materials Rs. 68590
}xlmw on and Marlimund roads Rs. 661-13-9, The special grant has saved -9-0;
the roads and lanes from being entirely cut up and rendered unfit ;z:eu ;:an{‘ ;:f
: e

present condition of the roads is fair. i
out chiefly by contract. - The repair and reform of roads were carried

R 1050m8hm under loans from Govern-

vised estimate provided Rs. 1,500, but not more
t during the year. The buildings on which more than
arket Rs, 421-3-5, municipal cattle-shed Rs. 163-3-11,
and repairing slaughter-houses Rs. 106-15-9.

Mme,' Rs. 486-11-1—The largest item of expenditure under

%M was Rs. 279-14-3 on house-connecting drains to prevent the refuse water

from the houses flowing on the streets. The other items relate to petty repairs and

g , bnﬂd:mg a small revetment at the outfall of a drain on the Upper Bazaar road.

24. Water-supply.—The revised estimate provided for Rs. 1,180. The actual

 expenditure did not exceed Rs. 1,142-0-10.

. 25. Establishment. —The actual expenditure (Rs. 2,122-8-8) fell short of the
revised estimate (Rs. 2,300) by Rs. 177-7-4, as the full strength of the establishment
was not employed in consequence of the difficulty experienced in procuring an
-efficient overseer. -

96. Tools and Plant—The expenditure (Rs. 230-1-1) exceeded the revised
estimate (Bs. 200) by Rs. 30-1-1. The increase was caused by the purchase of a
larger number of tools than was anticipated when the estimate was prepared.

~ 27. Grant 2, Epvcarion.—The estimated provision in the budget for the year
was Rs. 9,950. It was inereased in the revised estimate to Rs. 10,770. The expen-
diture, however, did not exceed Rs, 10,387-8-1. The schools aided and maintained
were the Breek’s Memorial High school, Municipal bazaar and Kandal schools and the
Muhammadpn school, the Church Mission sehools at Metucherry with a secondary
department, Kandal, Bandyslivla ,and old Ootacamund, the Wesleyan Mission school
and St. Joseph’s school.

- 98. The Breek’s Memorial High School—The changes made during the year were
the creation of the post of an assistant master on Rs. 100 per mensem and a clerk on
Rs. 15, the services of the Brabmin assistant on Rs. 60 being dispensed with and
a Burasian appointed in his place from January 1897. Great difficulty has been
.experienced in securing a suitable person for the post of assistant master and Mr.
Kelly, who at present fills i, is not considered qualified by the Inspector of Schools,
Western Circle. The teaching staff therefore is still not as efficient as it should be.
Notwithstanding this, the number of boys 1n the school on the 31st March 1897 rose
to 80 against 63 on the 31st March 1896. In the upper secondary there were 13, 1in
the lower secondary 21 and in the primary school 46. The school received from
Provincial funds Rs. 3,210-0-10. The school-fees, rent from Church cottage, &c.,
amounted to Rs. 3,470-12-0. The total receipts were therefore Rs. 6,680-12-10
against Rs. 5,406-15-0 in 1895-96. The expenditure amounted to Rs. 7,481-8-4
and exceeded the receipts by Rs. 800-11-6 which was met from Municipal funds.
The average net cost per pupil in the upper secondary department was Rs. 52-12-8,
in the lower secondary Rs. 11-12-7 and in the primary schools Rs. 3—6-2 against
‘Rs. 106-4-10, Rs. 54-9-7 and Rs. 13-1-3 in the year 1895-96. The Inspector of
Schools, Western Circle, in his report, dated the 27th May 1897, remarks—

« The general educational qualifications-of the subordinate staff are not up to the mark. A
graduate in science or mathematics should have been introduced as suggested in Proceedings
No. 8349, dated 4th Angust 1896. Mr. Sidney Smith does not seem to hold any certificate 1n
drawing . Tihis :

«The further increase in the attendance since the last inspection is noted with satisfaction. ”

¢ The headmaster’s suggestion to admit native boys into the scheol at the standard rate of
fees is calculated to improve the stréngth, The appearance of a Badaga in the upper secondary
gection is encouraging.” A

« Public examinations— Matriculation, total failure ; Lower Secondary, poor.

« General impression—The school is improving. The pupils were cleanly dressed and gene-
rally well behaved. = Discipline and tone left nothing to be desired. ”’

99. The average attendance in the secondary schools was26 against 15 in
1895-96 and in the primary schools 137 against 132. The total number of boys
in the schools aided and maintained from Municipal funds was 763 against 765 in
1895-96. The Assistant Inspector of Schools remarks in statement No. I that—

2
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/g:nmagz. GRANT 3, SaNTTATIO 1caL Service.—The expenditure _aglounted to
Rs. 25,571-11-6. It falls short of the revised estimate by Rs. 1,028-4-6, but exceeds
the actuals for 1895-96 by Rs. 1,483-0-7. The full amount included in the revised
‘estimate under (‘onservancy—Other charges was not spent, as the purchase of the five
‘pairs of bullocks referred to in paragraph 15 (2) of the Chairman’s letter, recorded in
‘the Proceedings of Government, No. 595 M., dated the 18th March 1897, was post-
poned owing to the want of accommodation in the municipal cattle-shed which is now
being enlarged from the loan of Rs. 2,300 obtained from the Government for the
purpose. The contribution to St. Bartholomew’s hospital and the apothecary was
Rs. 799-13-4. The number of patients treated in the hospital was 19,966 during
the year against 18,646 in 1895-96.

33. The work done by the municipal midwife is cited by the late Civil Surgeon
‘in"his report which is appended. She attended 42 cases, but was absent on leave for
‘some time during the year on account of her marriage and her accouchement. With
‘reference to paragraph 3 of G.0., No. 1363 M., dated 14th Auagust 1896, the munici-
‘pal council has resolved that the minimum number of cases which the midwife should
‘attend shall be six instead of four. _

34. Vaccination—The expenditure was Rs. 384-14-4 or Rs. 4-14-4 in excess
‘of the revised estimate owing to an increase under contingent charges. lhe number
‘vaccinated during the year was 1,160, of which 1,159 were successful, viz., 513 primary
‘and 346 re-vaceination. Compared with 1895-96 there was a falling off of 70 cases, and
'this falling off is satisfactorily accounted for by the Civil Surgeon in his report which
‘accompanies.  The number of operations with animal Iymph was 1,160, of which 1,159

B e i -

‘were successful. The total number of ‘successful operations was 766 per mille of

population against 81:64 in 1895-96. The number of prosecutions instituted during
. ‘the year was 196. The average cost of each suceessful vaceination was 5°3, the same
as in the year 1895-96, PO
35. Registration of Births and Deaths—The expenditure, viz., Rs. 29(-0-9
exceeds the revised estimate by Rs. 10-0-9, the contingent charges having exceeded
‘the provision made in the estimate for printing the new forms of registers of births
‘and deaths prescribed by the Government. The registers show that the number
of births was 591 and deaths 483 against 485 and 357 in 1895-96, or per mille
‘per anmum of 39-26 and 32-08 against 32-21 and 2371 in 1895-96, Thirty-five
prosecutions were instituted for failure to register. In 22 cases the parties were
‘fined by the Magistrate to the extent of Rs. 10-6—0 and 13 cases were withdrawn
the parties having complied with the rules in force. In 1896-97 ‘there were 106
‘births and 126 deaths above those in 1895-96. The Civil Surgeon has explained the
cause of increase in deaths. In consequence of the prevalence of cholera in 2 village
near Kaity, about three miles from Qotacamund, as well as in villages in the Coimbga-
tore district, especially Méttupdlaiyam, several cases were imported into the town :
of these five proved fatal Prompt measures were, howe 4

a ver, taken to disi
‘places where the patients were found or died and the dise;a.se was not ls.llfof:itdﬂig
‘spread.. Jigte

36. Conservancy and Road-cleaning cost Rs. 18,869-4-7 T
the provision made in the revised estiﬁxqate (Rs. 19;§00) by Rs. 931:)ilclt)fg le; :}})1: i
chase of the five pairs of bullocks required for the eonservancy depa.rtme’nt was Z?
poned for want of accommodation in the municipal cattle-shed as sated in paragra I}’JO 3é
above. The number of bullocks maintained was 51, of these two died. ‘Tr.Cr Loy
of night-soil carts was increased from 13 to 17 and rubbish carts from 12 to 1Er
There was one sewage eart only. Three night-soil hand-carts and five large irc; '
buckets ‘were, however, purchased from the Madras ‘Munieipality. = The ‘night -soi111

N

tical depdt. The suggestion of the Sanitary Com-
of the town in June 1896 of securing night-soil
collection was referred to a sub-committee of the

ober 1896, but the sub-committee has not yet
on the suggestion.

Nﬁﬂes was 48. The proposal to build more in the town
rried out, us much difficulty has been experienced by the Revenue
in aequiring the land needed for the purpose. It was found necessary
e year to remove two of the urinals in the market premises, and the number of
thereby reduced from six to four. The number (46) of dustbins purchased
year was larger than in previous years (viz., 20 per year). Notwithstand.
the total number stood at 170 against 171 in 1895-96, as 47 very old bins

rejected as being unserviceable.
38, Private Neavenging.—The allotment in the estimate and revised estimate was
2,610. The expenditure did not exceed Rs. 2,611-7-9. The number of houses
conserved was 261 or one more than in the previous year. The actual income amounted
40 Rs. 5,781-4-0 against the revised estimate of Rs. 5,500 and the actuals of Rupees
- 5,238-12-0 in 1895-96. The excess is accounted for by the extra fees derived from
- the conservancy of temporary latrines constructed for the coolies employed on the
~ lake reclamation scheme. The charges under *“ Contingencies, such as cost of scaveng-
- ing carts, &ec.,” amounted to Rs. 230-15-8 against a provision of Rs. 50, as it was
- found indispensably necessary to provide large quantities of disinfectants and to print
" ~and circulate notices for the prompt collection of the scavenging fees due by private

g % - individuals. The expenditure under (¢) Contingencies was Rs. 925-14-6 against an
% 3f t:> - allotment of Rs. 900 in the revised estimate.
't i-L_ (et : 39. « Epidemic Reserve.”—The expenditure incurred under this head was in con-
.‘!*i’.l_ « formity with the rules prescribed by the Government in order, No. 1536 M , dated
i ,ggf ¢ ‘9th September 1896, and amounted to Rs, 606—4—1 against a provision in the revised
GBEE ~estimate of Rs. 750. The details of the temporary establishment employed on cholera
:f"‘( [PEe “duty, and the payments made for the purchase of disinfectants, &e., are given in the
CEIRRY T AT SR statement which accompanies this report, and the sanction of the Government is
i1 F;’ 144 34 requested for the same.
! ‘ ‘ 40, Grant 4, MisceLLaNkous Purrosks— Lighting.—The expenditure, viz.,
- Rs. 3,478-2-10, is higher than that incurred in 1895-96 by Rs. 859-0-8 and the
Ea8e: 1] allotment (Rs. 3,460) in the revised estimate by Rs. 18-2-10. The reason for the
EREBRE TYELE, increase in 1896-97 was given in paragraph 16 of the Chairman’s letter recorded in
21 SR .G.0., No. 595 M., dated 18th March 1897. The lighting work is still carried on by

contract. It is nof quite as satisfactory as it should be, but considering the difficul-
ties which the contractor has to overcome in making good the lanterns, lamps and
chimneys which are stolen at nights by some person or persons, some allowance must
be made for shortcomings. The present rate for lighting each light is As. 13-5
against As, 14 in 1896-97. The number of lamps during the year was 281 or ten
more than in the previous year.

& 438 8 41. The market tolls and rents realized Rs. 8,985-13—4 against Rs. 7,810 in

\ 1895-96 as shown in paragraph 41 of the annual report for that year. The expendi-
ture, inclusive of interest on loans and sinking funds of Rs. 5,100, amonnted to Rupees
7,366-8-7, leaving a balance of Rs. 1,619-4-9. The market premises were much
‘improved during the year from the special grant given by the Government and the
expenditure incurred amounts to Rs. 1,460-15-8. As the general market has not
sufficient accommodation for many of the poorer butchers’ shops, a small market near
Butcher’s street would enable the municipal council to remove the beef and mutton
ghops which now disfigure the Butcher’s street and keep that street in cleaner and
better order.

42. Slaughter-houses—The amount (Rs. 4,612-8-0) realized under the head
exceeds the revised estimate by Rs. 212-8-0, but falls short of the actuals of 1895-96
by Rs. 397-8-0. The expenditure under establishment and contingencies amounted
to Rs. 273-6-3 and under. repairs and improvements to Rs. 878-2-7, which amonut,
however, was met from the special grant given by the Government.
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43. The council s of opinion thatthe provision of pens for cattle and sheep <hould
not be deferred any longer, as the cattle and sheep brought up from the plains are not
properly housed and the sanitary condition of the houses in which they are kept is
very indifferent. 4 ' ; : i

A4. The Chattram—in old agraharam was maintained. The cost for establishment
was Rs. 84 and for contingencies Rs. 36-9-1. The total expenditure (Rs. 120-9-1)
exceeded the revised estimate by As. 9-1.

45. Other Charges—The work done for private individuals amounted to Rupees
1,461-12-0 or Rs. 461-12-0 more than was estimated for. Rs. 6 were spent on
rewards for killing dogs. The man who agreed to do the work w'ould not continue }t
after he killed 26 dogs and no other man in the town could be mdu«_eed to take his
place. The charge Rs. 617-6-10 for printing exceeded the revised estimate (Rs. 500)
by Rs. 117-6-10. The excess was caused by the more extended nature of the perio-
dical proceedings of thé municipal council. = Other items also exceeded the revised
estimate by Rs. 79-9-0, as many sign boards had to be renewed and new ones put up
besides the renumbering of all doors of houses in the bazaar and villages.

46. GraNT 5, GENERAL Estasrisument.—The charge for office establishment was
Rs. 3,313-4-9 or Rs. 6-11-3 less than the revised estimate. The charge for establish-
ment for collection of municipal taxes (Rs. 1,379-1-8) is Rs. 9-1-8 more than the
revised estimate and is due to a payment of Rs. 11-9-5 having been made to a bill-
collector for arrears of salary. The purchase of acecount books, paper, &c., amounted
to Rs. 374-2-11. The excess of Rs. 74-2-11 is owing to a larger number of forms
having been printed during the year. Ior the same reason the charge under (d;
‘Office contingencies other than (b) (ii) is Rs. 47-13-6 more than the amount (Rs. 500
provided in the revised estimate. The contribution for central office and audit
establishments amounted to Rs. 654.

47. Repayment of Debt.—Rs. 2,352-4-4 were paid towards Government loans,
Rs. 1,900 were invested in Government securities on account of sinking fund for
loans raised for the market and municipal office, Rs. 9-13-10 were paid for invest=
ment, and Rs. 6,217-11-8 for interest on loans obtained from the Government and
private individuals. '

48. Refund of other than current (ollections.—The expenditure under this head
amounted to only Rs. 1,524-2-5 against an estimated provision of Rs. 1,800. The
expenditure included the sum of Bs. 710-1-11 due to the Forest department referred
to in paragraph 6 of the Chairman’s letter, No. 1034, dated 20th May 1896, and
recorded in G.O., No. 1363 M., dated 14th August 1896.

49. Investments.—One lakh of rupees appertaining to the improvement of the
water-supply to this town was, with the approval and sanction of the Government,
placed in the fixed deposit in the Branch Bank of Madras for one year at 3 per cent.
interest. The year will expire on the 1st October 1897.

50.- Crostne Barance.—The closing balance was Rs, 36,924-5-1.

51. GeNeraL ReMARKs.—(«) It is understood that Mr. G. T. Walch has submitted
to the Government his report with plans and estimates for the improvement of the
water-supply of the town.

(6) The defects in the main intercepting sewer are being now remedied under
the supervision of Mr. J. F. Somers-Eve, Executive Engineer on special duty.

(¢) The lake reclamation scheme has not progressed so rapidly as the couneil
was led to hope when the work commenced last year.

(d) One thousand five hundred and seventy-five notices were issued during the
year for cleansing and draining insanitary compounds of houses, repairing private
latrines, lime-washing: houses, trimming hedges, clearing noxious vegetation, and
securing dilapidated and ruinous houses. The largest number (878) of notices were
issued in the months of October and November 1896 when some cases of cholera were
imported into the town. There were 308 prosecutions for mon-compliance with the
provisions of the Act and notices issued. Convictions were not obtained in all
cases from the want of a special subordinate who could collect reliable evidence and
conduct the prosecutions satisfactorily. :
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-‘ !llﬁ'ﬁ’n‘u had mﬂnieﬁt water in them to

md adopted by the municipal council at the

‘1, »,  ENcLosure.
w-w H. D. COOK, s, Civil Surgeon, Ootacamund, to the
rman, Municipal Council, Ootacamund, dated 31st May 1897, No. 219.

honoar to submit the annual concise medical and sanitary report on the municipal

b 1§ Noroitie

~ town of Ootacamund for 1896-97.
2. Public Health—The general health of the people within the limits of the municipality was,
- on the ‘iﬁdlhf‘ ‘ y. Inthe month of October cholera in a sporadic formpatlxllade its
‘ ﬁ the toE‘ The origin of the outbreak was traceable to importation from a place called

our cases were admitted to hospital and of these three died. Two deaths occurred
D o | z where there was cholera at the time. As will be observed from the sub-joined
table of vital | , there is an increased mortality under fevers, dysentery and diarrhcea as
compared with the previous year. This is due in great measure to a greater number of cases of
ﬁﬁﬂ fever, complicated with dysentery and diarrheea, coming into Ootacamund for treatment
several of the malarious tracts {on the Nilgiris. Several cases of pulmonary affections
ooo::lnng amongst the lower orders of natives were also treated. Enteric fever was not very
pre ;
Vilal Statistics.

l 114 Soad Malo. | Female. | Total |
¥ |
. J : |
Total births % 32 a4 A =1 5 308 | 283 891 ‘
,» deaths o 7. 1 & reh ¥ 256 ’ 227 483
Causes of deaths.
2312 Male. Female, Total. :
| —— —
Cholera 3. + & g g8 % 4 Bl 5 l
Small-pox i T 2 o4 ¥ ¥ : Nil. |
gev::rntory 31 4 ” F - 3 % 72 78 , 150
AT RN | G e v B EERD N ] g 24
Diarrheea Gyl v U DR VDRSSO T 14 14 28 |
Accidents . s 'y i is .'d 1+ us 5.
All other canses .. e ol e -2 e 148 120 268 |
Total '_483 J'

*3. Sanitation.— As stated in last year’s report, there are eight villages, excluding Ootacamund
proper, that are conserved within municipal limits. The Chairman of the municipaliy, the ward
councillors and the Civil Surgeon very frequently inspect the sanitation of all parts of the town.
There are still 48 public latrines besides 4 urinals within the public market, and 24 scavengers
are employed to attend to the conservancy of these places. Two hundred and sixty-one private
latrines are conserved by municipal agency, 20 scavengers being employed for this purpose. As
mentioned in the report of last year, the area of the town is 11 square miles, with 68 miles of
metalled road. for whose surface sweeping there are 76 sweepers employed. The number of street
lamps is 261 and the number of dustbins 170. Forty seven of the old ones were rejected as
unserviceable

The number of carts for the removal of night-soil, rubbish and sewage was thirteen. In
addition to these, four night-soil carts from Messrs. Burn & Co. with cylindrical revolving bodies,
three night-soil hand-carts, five buckets from the Madras Municipality and five teak-wood rubbish-
carts have been purchased. The sewage of streets and drains is carried off partly by the main
sewer and partly by pipe sewers below the lake. For the re-alignment of the main sewer, a sum

of Rs. 2,545 * has been sanctioned in G.0., No.

* Should be Rs. 265,450. 107 M., dated 27th January 1897 The work

has just been put into hand. The reclamation

of the upper lake is now rapidly progressing, and until this is finished and the sewage pipes put
into thorough order, the health of the town will be greatly menaced. Every attention is given to
the conservancy of the town, but the difficulty of getting natives to keep their houses and
surroundin clean has yet to be overcome. The remarks ament the water-supply of the town

- mentioned in the last report hold good this year also. Mr. G. T. Walch who was appointed to

make the necessary schemes for the general water-supply of Ootacamund has completed them
and they are now before Government. Amnother source of water is from wells, of which there

about 150 in the town. The water of some of them is good and of others inferior.

3




Ahis ' v::dnuted fU AEEAIRL Frren: Suecessful. Unmooessful. Unknown.
1895-96 SN 1,238 1,229 .8 6 | 63
1896-97 .. .| 1,180 | 1,169 yif 1 876 .

In spite of the energetic manuer in which the municipal vaccinator performs his duties and
the institution of 196 prosecutions under the compulsory vaccinalion clauses, and the fact that
number of operations is in excess of the birth-rate, there has been a smaller number than last
year. This is due to the fact that the population of Ootacamund is of a floating character.

4. Hospitals and Dispensaries—The municipality possesses no hospital of its own, and

therefore contributes Rs. 500 annually towards the upkeep of St. Bartholomew’s hospital and also
ives an allowance of Rs. 25 per mensem to the medical subordinate attached to the hospital.
g‘he other medical institution is the Hamnett dispensary at Kandal, which is entirely supported
by Mr. G. Hamuett, c..E., the Chairman of the municipality. A pensioned hospital assistant
i8 still in charge.
The following shows the attendance of patients during the last two years :—

Year. ‘In-patients. Out-patients. Total.

1895-96 .. ss % s o 975 17,671 18,646

1896-97 .. oo ¥ ve e 973 18,993 19,966

Ninety-two lying-in cases were attended to in hospital during the year. The reason of the
decrease is due to a change of midwives in hospital and to the municipal midwife who practises
outside becoming better known. The number of cases attended to by the latter during the year
under report was 42.

D. No. 1433.

Forwarded.

2. Paragraph 5.—Statement IV-B shows that the arrears of Rs. 787 extend in
part so far back as the year 1892 and concern private scavenging fees and taxes on
arts, buildings, lands or water. A vigorous effort is needed to collect these old
arrears at once or to ascertain which are irrecoverable. The statement seems to point to
want of proper staff or organization. So too the balance of Rs. 2,549 out of the
1896—97 demand of Rs. 61,043 appears too large.

3. Paragraph 13.—The balance of Rs. 112 under private scavenging fees in

statement IV-A would seem to show neglect of the orders of Government for collec-

tion prior to service.

4. Paragraph 14.—Application has been made to Government to compulsorily
acquire land for latrines.

5. Paragraph 17.—The market and the slaughter-houses have been greatly
improved.

6. Paragraph 28.—The Breek’s Memorial school requires considerate treatment, as
it is exceedingly hard to get an efficient staff on the pay that can be afforded, and )yet
the school on the whole is promising and meets a definite want at a cost not propor-
tionately high.

7. Paragraph 34.—1t has been observed that nearly all the prosecutions for
non-vaccination were compounded.

8. Paragraph 35.—The improvement of vital registration is encouraging ; but, in
view of the considerable increase in the town since the last census, it is proba’b]e that
a per-milleage rate of 3926 understates the births.
cipal or medical staff worked hard to arrest the cholera.

9. Paragraph 36.—The delay of the sub-committee on night-soil d‘ |
October 1896 is regrettable. HEn el feppir S

10. Paragraph 40.—As the Chairman admits, the lighting of the town is
defective.

The Civil Surgeon and the muni-
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OrpER—No. 2232 M., dated 13th October 1897,

e e e T

number of uncared-for dogs constitutes a nuisance and
e which are ownerless should be killed even though

given ; the others should not be allowed to escape taxation.
dix B to statements IV A and B that no prosecutions were

AR 'Pdfuymplo.ﬁl (d).—One of the greatest needs of the municipality is a proper
- agency for conducting prosecutions; the executive is at present very weak in this

(Signed)

J. H. TREMENHEERE,

Collector.

The receipts and charges of the Ootacamund Municipality for 1896-97 are

‘compared below with the budget and revised estimates for the year and the actuals of

1895-96 :—
Budget Revised
o Acale | i | Gined | A
- | 1896-97. | 1896-97. 97.
Receipis. RE. BE. Re. BS.
Balance brought forward 8ot - 46,909 87,430 36,000 34,997
‘Tax on Arts P o8 “ . e 3,150 4,000 3,500 " 8,237
,, on Buildings and Lands .. 4! by M N 28,885 30,300 31,750 30,619
‘Water tax on Buildings and Lands .. .. .. . 3,682 4,000 5,800 5,567
Tax on Vehicles and Animals.. o . o s 4,106 £,000 3,500 3730
° , on Carts : os oo . o - oo . 664 700 700 628
Rent of Lands, Buildings, &e., and Sale-proceeds of Lands, &e. .. 1,322 1,300 1,360 1,389
Conservancy Receipts .. T ot (550 °z =% o 1,425 500 700 497
Fees and Revenue from Educational Institutions .. 1,524 2,200 2,200 2,596
Income from Markets and Slaughter-houses .. . 14,947 13,000 12,750 13,5698
License Fees .. os .o o e oA 1,107 1,200 1,200 930
Other Fees 3 A »ie B . 1,459 1,220 1,470 1,536
Fines under Municipal and other Aots £ s 77 100 400 538
Interest on Investments and Premium on Loans .. o . 750 750
Grants and Contributions from (Government 54,166 9,620 1,39,470 1,39,864
¥ ¥ from other Bodies ¥ I 60 60 i 4
Recoveries for Services to Private Individuals - 7,546 5,700 6,900 ok
b AR LR s e e R e g ORI Clie B R A 62 20 80 i
Loans .. e o 3010 s i e e o 50,000 10,000 10,000
Sale-proceeds of Government Securities, &o., and Realizations of
Sinking Fund i = ~ 24 A3 o < 478 500 570 507
Advances Recovered .. 2 s 8 - S 521 30 30 15
iddid Total 1,72,029 2,15,880 2,568,170 2,68,479
“GRANT 1—
New Works—
Communications .. - . a 5 15 2 2,000 20
ildi Sofm t8y & 341 150 13,100 3,109
Drainage .. oo 539 o 28,670 25,657
‘Water-supply s s b G 1,449 1,37,440 8,000 4,333
Miscellaneous Public Improvements 1,172 1,100 1,300 1,091
Repairs— 3
Communiocations v 9,486 10,000 15,000 14,581
Buildings s 2,724 1,800 1,800 1,433
Draina e o 2,489 1,910 1,910 1,835
‘Water-supply 3 ‘ 2,731 2,210 2,820 2,766
TEstablishment .o e . o 2,349 2,420 2,300 2.128
Tools and Plant and other Stores .. 3 733 410 200 ’230
Contributions for Public Works .. 175 100 160 145
Total 24,188 | 1,57,540 77,250 57,272
+GRANT 2—
Training Schools .. ¥ A as »e <4 35 80 Fo
Municipal Schools—
On the Salary System .. e e A £~ 6,791 7,250 7,700 7,482
,»  Balary-result System .. ho . . 1,342 1,300 1,380 1.354
Salary Grants 10 RS ‘| 1,202 1,200 1,100 1,043
Result s s 5 & i 150 300 300 300
Building, Furniture, &c., Grants . . 87 80 100 78
Inspection " o "5 e na . b 127 130 130 130
Misocellaneous .. e ol AR o et e o 60 60 60 i
Total 9,794 10,400 10,770 10,387




e e

3 28 i3 42 7 $ 37 5 R.'wod‘
Neldelacds [t 12 0t DT B e T ‘unt?:xE::. estimate, 1‘.?3:""-91.
Sedbpiuriag T rolipite :h." o 8 SR TR 1896-97. 1896-97.
{ ¥ :";v‘..;:iym;m,‘;;;, i b | ‘
SRR VIR R 3 E ¢ f"'ﬁi‘hl"*’ioﬁi‘{‘ TNt e 4 RS, B8, RS. | e BTN
BANT | n;ii“ FRIAY IR 1 Bale el i Bl 234 no | 210 | 908, i1
e N s 4ot 042 ki g s |- ¢ 1,818 1,110 1,620 1460
'm“ . e oo ] e :-J - e . ’401 460 380 m g !
BOCIBOLION 1 % 3o s oot el Lot we g e by 251 260 280 200 4t
e ‘gzv’?;g_&!‘m‘l?"@'g ntiing ' ol den | 9h688 |, mseo | 24110 | 38,04
Wi roes vt Ihi e Total ..| 94,089 | 28,740 | 26,600 | 26,578
Tie S ‘ % 3,119 2,900 8,460 8478
= ahnns . - - - .- . e y 5
Markets and Slaughter-houses .. .. . e e be4 o - ~—
e s L T T O R L A AP 111
Public Garden, Survey of Land, Fire and other Charges .. 3,414 1,080 2,210 8,866
Total .. 7,188 4,600 6,360 7,029 (
asupe:n_don Management £,840 8,900 9,140 9,268 |
ap isi ‘nd A ant: . - ' e e 0
Bbarunst SE TS L abens ok o yhad bRy sy o8 5,259 4,450 460 4,262
iixdbrest'ohbbbn A 4 i A " o A 0,8:: 6,290 6,220 .,g;:._ :
mmm s . .0 P s . e " e
Refands, .. .. .. L N RPN P s 1,301 1,000 1,800 1,624
Tnvosnboty =~ . h, o RtoE A e lotn 0000 o]0 50,00 . 1,00,000 1,00,000
Balance KRS ; RIRBL AP R ay | s 84,997 80 15,680 36,924
Grand Total .. | 1,72,029 | 2,15,580 | 2,68,170 | 2,68,479

2. The municipal eouncil held 29 meetings or one more than in 1895-06. The
average attendance of the members declined slightly, but it continued to be good in
the case of the officiuls and fair in that of the non-officiuls. Three seats were filled

by election during the year and ull of them were contested, 52 per cent. of the 3

registered voters attending the poll.
3. Receipts.—(1) Deducting the opening balance and the special Government

grants and loans, the total receipts from taxation and other sources were Rs. 83,482,

‘being Rs. 3,36 more than in the previous year. Under the tax on arts and profes-
sions the net current demand decreased by Rs. 91, although the number of persons
assessed was higher by 46. There was, however, an increase of Rs. 1,866 in the
demand under the tax on buildings, due to the revision of the registers, and an
increase of Rs. 2,025 under the water-tax, owing to the enhancement of the rate from
one to two per cent. of the annual value. Under the land-tax the demand fell, being
Rs. 846 against Bs 917 in 1895-96, the decline being due to the assessment ,of the
tax on the net, ugstead of the gross, income of the Botanical gardens. The method
adopted for assessing the tax on these lands appea 8, however, to be irregular in as
much as section 63 of Act IV of 1854, as amended by Act IIT of 1897 contemplates
an assessment with reference to the annual value, which is to be ,determin('d in
accordance with section 65 and not on the income. Aceordingly, if this is correctl

understood to have been the principle of the assessment in the case of th d 4
the taxation should be revired without delay. ifhariei

(2) The current collections under the princi ' ich i

) ' pal taxes, which : -

{and-tax improved appre(.-lably,_were on the whole good, but thec arlrxclzar: sfeeéltizoafti(t;ﬁ:

under all these heads, while decidedly better than in the previous year, were still not
)

satisfactory. The balances under these heads onistanding at the end of the year

amounted to Rs. 3,128 against Rs. 2 962 on the 3 i

as far back as 1892-93. These should be adjustifit ali?;illlltl(?(?lg‘ thel?lxl:e:rs gatm%
coercive processes issued during the year was considerably largel§7 than in l1118]19531‘93
but their executlgn was most.d!latory, as many as 4%°6 per cent. of tix total _b ’
of wamnts_for disposal remaining unexecated on the 31st Marcﬁ 1?“»9"e OTZ poare s
referred to in paragraph 10 of the report, for not proceeding to distfaixtt or saeier?ﬁz:;

such a course was authorised by the law is wholly untenable, This neglect, no douht,
: ! :

accounts in large measure for the large outstandin
! N arrears, th i i
has been animadverted upon above. For the futnr§ the h:vs shoilgxl;:tzzgﬁrgidwm(:b
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f a larger number of prosecutions.
private scavenging agency was 261 or
hstanding the repeated instructions of
ot collected in advance. This must be
extension of the system is very unsatis-
1e total number of houses assessed to the
ontrol. The proportion should be very much
e sanitation of which should be more in accord
eas. The service continued to be worked ata
 review to close on Rs. 3,000. Government has
is not to be made a source of municipal revenue,
to devote the surplus receipts to the improvement
of the fees. By the latter course the service will
le to a larger number of householders.

¢ Works.—The expenditure under Grant 1 amounted
t estimate of Rs. 1,57,880, the decrease being mainly
he provision for the water-supply scheme which was not
. however, to the allotment of a sum of Rs. 4,333 for the
and of a sum of Rs. 25,450 for the realignment of the

swer, the charges exceeded the actuals of the previous year by Rupees
he latter work, which is the most important of the new works unde: taken
the year, is under exeention by the Public Works Department. Some improve-
ts W effected in the market and slaughter-houses at an aggregate cost of
2,439, The outlay

on communications, towards the improvement of which a
of Rs. 5,000 was made by Government, amounted to Rs. 14,601 against

gabd vk
ﬁ‘,‘&gﬁ' in 1895-96. The Collector has not reported on the condition of the town

‘roads—an omission which should be supplied in future reports—but the Chairman
‘states that they were in fair order.

 (2) Education—The net expenditure under this head was Rs. 3,706, or 8:5 per
cent. of the income from taxation. About one-third of this sum was devoted to
secondary, and the remainder to primary, education. The municipal council continued
to maintuin one secondary and three primary schools, and to aid with salary grants
two secondary schools. One sccondary and three primary schools were also aided
with result grants against four primary schools in 1895-96. The attendance at the
‘municipal secondary school increased, but at the primary schools taken together it
declined. The only candidate sent up for the Matriculation examination was unsue-
cessful, and out of the six pupils who appeared for the Lower Secondary examination
only one The results of the departmental examinations, however, continued
%o be fair. At the aided schools the attendance increased, being 617 against 607 in
18 1596 ; the results of the grant examinations were fairly good and the allotment tor
result grants was fully utilized. The total number of boys under instruction in the
municipal and aided schools was 763 or 64'3 per cent. of the male population of
school-going age against 755 or 636 per cent. in 1895-96. ,

(3) Medical Relief —As in previous years, the municipal council maintained
no hospital of its own, but contributed Ks. 800 towards the }1pk_eep _of St. Bartholo-
mew’s hospital. The number of patients treated at this institution inereased, being
19,966 against 18,646 in the previous year. The number of midwifery cases attended
at the hospital fell from 132 to 92, the decrease being attributed by the Medical
officer to a change of midwives and to the increasing popularity of the municipal
midwife who practises outside. The latter;who, however, was absent from duty during
a purt of the year, attended only 42 cases.

4) Vaccination and Vital Statistiecs.—The reported number of persons vacei-
nated during the year was 1,160 or 75 less than in 1895-96. The percentage of
success according to the returns was 999 against 99-3. This percentage is extra-
ordinarily high and more markedly so in view of the fact that nearly one-third ot the
4otal number of cases are entered as re-vaceinations. 1t would have been satisfactory
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it the Medical officer hac tested a certain proportion of cases and stated his opinion
the trustworth.inésg off?ge mﬁm&aé% e ﬁﬁﬂt of his verifications. Infantile vaceina-

tion declined slightly, the number of children under one year successfully VM‘!“;:::g
being 575 against 831 in 1895-96 and was ontlly sixteen less than the re%ls o
number of births ; but this comparison is of doubtful value owing to the large floa I%
population in the town and the questionable trustworthiness of the birth retur%:_

is gratifying to note that there were no deaths from small-pox. stk i 1Y

The number of births registered during the year increased from 485 to 591, >
exhibiting a rate of 39-3 per mille of the population. The registered deaths rose from
357 to 483 or 321 per mille of the population. The higher death-rate is attributed
by the Medical officer to the larger number of cases of malarious fever brought nto the
town for treatment from the adjoining country. ;l‘he attention of the council is
drawn to the Collector’s remarks in paragraph 8 of his endorsement.

(5) Sanitation.—The expenditure under this head amounted to Rs. 23,244,
being 11'8 per cent. in excess of the budget allotment and 27-8 per cent. of the total
ordinary receipts. From the Civil Surgeon’s report it appears that sanitation received
fair attention. The dilatoriness on the part of the sub-committee in selecting sites for
night-soil depdts is reprehensible. If this body does not dispose of t.he matter
immediately, the municipal council should take it into its own hands, With regard
to the scheme for the water-supply of Ootacamund prepared by Mr. Walch, the orders
of Government upon it have been recently issued. The attention of the council is drawn
to paragraph 11 of the Collector’s endorsement. The entertainment of the temporary
establishment referred to in paragraph 39, for which a proposition statement in the
prescribed form should have been submitted, is sanctioned.

9. General Remarks.—The year closed with a balance of Rs. 36,924 or 44-2 per
cent. of the total ordinary receipts ; but the greater portion of this sum represents the
unexpended portions of ‘the allotments for works for the execution of which special
grants and loans were given by Government.

The administration of the munieipality during the year under review showed, in
some respects, an improvement on that of the previous year, and was, on the whole,
satisfactory so far as the funds at the disposal of the council permitted,

(True Extract.)

Enclosiires

-E’pare--zopies

6.0, No. 2232 M., 13th October 1897.

G. 8. FORBES,
Secretary to Government.

B E: B,, U
To the Chairman, Munifqijml Council, Ootacamund. OGTO
»  Collector of the Nilgiris. 1
»  President, District Board, the Nilgiris. 2
»  Accountant-tieneral.
s»  Director of Public Instruction.
> Surgeon-General.
» Sanitary Board.
»  Sanitary Commissioner,
» Sanitary Engineer.
Public Works Department.
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Administration Report.
Reviewing the — of the Ootacamund Municipal Council for 1896-97.

MBxd. A. Raitt,
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. ~ GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. . (

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :(—

From G. HAMNETT, Esq., Chairman, Municipal Council, Ootacamund, to the
Secretary to Government, Local and Municipal Department (through the
Collector of the Nilgiris), dated 6th June 1897, No. 1075.

I have the honour to submit the administration report of the Ootacamund
Municipality for the official year 1896-97, together with the prescribed statements and
copies of the reports of the Civil Surgeon and of the Assistant Inspector of Schools,
Coimbatore Division.

I1.—ConsTiTUTION OF THE COUNCIL.

2. The council consisted of two officials and fourteen non-officials Both officials
were Europeans. Of the non-officials four were Europeans, four Furasians and six
natives. Five vacancies occurred during the year, of which two were nominated and
three elected. The elections were well contested, the native members securing a
larger number of votes than the Europeans and Eurasians. The couneil held 29
meetings. There were two adjustments for want of a quorum. - The average attendance
at each meeting was 9-10 against 9-57 in 1895-96. ‘

IT.— REcCEIPTS.

8. The general income, including the opening balance of Rs. 34,997-2-
amounted to Bs. 2,68,479-4-6. This infcflllel\&espeth?ggmnts and loans made byztl?é
Government to the extent of Rs. 1,40,000 for improving the water-supply and other
miscellaneous improvements. The expenditure, including a fixed deposit of Rupees
1,00,000 in the Bank of Madras for twelve months, amounted to Rs. 2,21,554-15-5
leaving a balance of Rs. 36,924-5-1, of which Rs. 7,700 belong to the w.':lt:er-supply3
improvement and Rs. 29,224-5-1 to miscellaneous improvements and municipal fund.

4. The income derived from taxation amounted to Rs. 43,781-13— i
Rs. 40,487-6-3, the actuals for 1895-96, and the revised estimate foxl' 3139@—%?3
Rs. 45,250. The income, apart from taxation, was Rs: 21,841-15-0 against Rupees
21,861—2—2,‘ the actuals for 1895-96, and Rs. 20,830, the revised estimate. Miscel-
laneous receipts amounted to Rs. 7,983—0-5|against Rs. 7,606-12-0, the actuals for
;he pr:}\ggus gge::, al;(llm I:s; l£5,960, the pl:ivised estimate for 1896-97. It will be seen
rom e figures e municipal revenue duri i
ey ring 1896-97 has not declined

5. The balance outstanding on the 31st March 1896 was Rs. 8,550-6— i
Rs. 2,017-3-1 were collected, Ks. 350-12-9 were remitted and R£.53534_f148’-§) fw‘,‘fféé‘éh
off as irrecoverable, leaving a balance of Rs, 787-8-2. The demand for 1896-97 wan
Rs. 61,043-1-9 against Rs. 56,45%—12—9, the demand for 1895-96. The increase i :
1896-97 may be ascribed to the inerease in the rate of water-tax from 1 to 2 s
cent. from the }st OG,tob_er 1896 on houses which expressly benefited by the WatPe 4
suRply, to the increase 1n the house-tax by a revision of assessments in casese'r-
which no annual revisions were made, to the increase in the market and cart talh1
rents, and. to the increase in private scavenging fees, Of the demand, as {-is za.ltll
settled, viz.,, Rs. 61,043-1-9, Rs. 58,316-9-83 were collected and Rs 1771_11 é

rith v s, leaving a balance of Rs. 2,549-7-0 which,
's balance of Rs. 787-8-2, amounts to Rs. 3,336-15-2, or

‘ ‘the halance remaining uncollected at the end of 1895-96.

# Buildings and Lands.—There was no change in the taxation under this
‘the year. The demand as finally settled on buildings was Rupeee

‘showing an advance of Rs.1,865-9-1. The increase during the last

‘ Rs. 3,682. The demand on lands was Rs. 845-13-0 against Rupees
in 1895-96, the decrease was caused by the tax being calcuiated on the net,

of on the gross, income of the Botanical gardens  Of the demand Rs. 776-1-0

~ were collected, leavinugn:dl]ggn@e, of Rs. 69-12-0. The arrears last year amounted to
~ Rs 38-4-0 and the cted balance on the 31st March 1897 stood at Rs. 108,
- The “ Arrears of previous years” of 1895-96, viz., Rs. 479-3-10, has been raised in
~ statement IV-B to Rs. 501-11-10 in consequence of fifteen acres of land at Bishops-
" down having been assessed under the judgment of the High Court referred to in

paragraph 3 of the administration report for 1895-96.

7. The Water-tax on @dldiugs.-’fhe demand was Rs. 5,801-11-6, of which
Rs. 5,424-6-11 were co Rs. 20-12-10 remitted for vacant houses, leaving a
balance of Rs. 356—7-9 whieh, added to the arrears of the previous year, amounting
to Rs. 77-4-11, leaves an unrealized balance of Rs. 433-12-8.

8. Tax on Arts and Profession.—The demand was Rs. 3,308-8-0, of which
Rs. 3,037-8-0 were collected, leaving a balauce of Rs. 271 whieh, added to the
balance of Rs. 162 in 1895-96, raises the balance to Rs. 433. There was a decrease
in the current demand of Rs. 91 owing to fluctuations jin the number of persons in
receipt of salaries and in the number of tradesmen.

9. T2z on Vehicles, Animals and Carts.—The estimate and revised estimate were
fixed at Rs. 4,700 and Rs. 4,200, respectively. The amount actually realized was
Rs. 4,357-10-4. .

10. The number of processes which remained unexecuted on the 31st March
1896 was 429 ; issued during 1897, 1,624 : total 2,053 Of this number 1,055 were
executed and cancelled, 998 remained unexecuted and 32 warrants were cancelled on
which no collections were made. The number of warrants withdrawn in consequence
of payments having been made before distraint was 1,023. The number of prosecu-
tions instituted was 269. In 220 cases payment was made before the court delivered
judgment and 49 cases remained undisposed of. No property wes distrained or sold
in view to avoid the « public howl” which was raised in 1888-89 and referred to by
the then Acting Collector in his endorsement, No. 42, dated 2Sth June 1889, on the
annual report for the year.

11. The revenue, apart from taxation, amounted to Rs. 21,841-15-0 against
Rs. 21,861-2-2 in 1895-96 and the revised estimate for 1896-97 of Rs. 20,830.
In the revenue for 1895-96 was (as shown in paragraph 12 of the annual report for
that year) included Rs. 2,144-5-7, the deposits of renters. Under sale-proceeds of
night-soil the amount (Rs. 700) anticipated in the revised estimate has not been
realized. Under educational fees®there is an increase of nearly Rs. 400 due to an
inerease in the fees realized in the Breek’s Memorial High sehool. The income from
markets shows an increase of Rs. 635-13—4, but compared with the figures of 1891-92
there has been an increase of Rs. 4,660. Slaughter-houses show an increase of
Rs. 212-8-0, but compared with 1891-92 there has been an increase of Rs. 1,905.
Cart-stands also show an increase over 1891-92 of Rs. 705. License-fees show a
falling off of Rs. 260-8-7 ewing to licenses being withheld in eonsequence of parties
not complying with the conditions prescribed. The increase under this head over
1891-92 is Rs. 575. Fines under Municipal and other Aets show an increase of
Rs. 137-8-0 owing to prosecutions having been instituted in a large number of cases
for infringement of the sanitary clauses of the Municipal Act.

12. Grants and Contributions from Government—amounted to Rs. 1,39,354-0-10,
of which Rs. 1,00,000 are for the water-supply improvement and Rs. 30,000 for
miscellaneous improvements, ineluding a working balance of Rs. 5,000, which the
Government were pleased to grant from Provincial funds to aid the municipality in
carrying on the administration.

.
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13. Miscellaneous Recoveries on account of services rendered to Private Individuals.—
Private scavenging produced Rs. 281-4-0 over the rovised estimate and (i) Other
purposes Rs. 792-8-1.

14. Extraordinary and Debt.—The Rs. 10,000 shown under loans from Govern-
ment are for sanitary works to be undertaken during the year 1896-97. Much
difficulty is, however, experienced in obtaining land within the town for the construc-
tion of small latrines to meet the needs of people who have no such accommodation
attached to their dwellings.

III.—EXPENDITURE.

15. The expenditure in 1896-97, which includes a lakh of rupees invested in the
Branch Bank of Madras, amounted to Rs. 2,21,5564-15-5 against the revised estimate
for the year of Rs. 2,42,690 and the actuals of 1895-96 of Rs. 1,37,032-5-7.

16. Grant 1, PusLic Works.—The expenditure amounted to Rs. 57,271—10-2'

against the revised estimate of Rs. 77,250 and the actuals for 1895-96 of Rupees
24,188-6-2. The excess over the actuals oceurred by an assignment of Rs. 25,450
having been made to the Public Works Department for remedying defectsin the main
intercepting sewer and by an expenditure of Rs. 4,333-0-2 in conuection with Mr.
G. T. Walch's investigation and report for improving the watér-supply of the town.:
17. New Buildings.—The expenditure (Rs. 3,108-11-3) was considerably less
than the allotment of Rs. 13,100 in the revised estimate, which included the loan of
Rs. 10,000 sanctioned by the Government for sanitary works, &e. Of the expenditure
incurred Rs. 1,460-15-8 were'spent on the market, viz., for a platform, 85 feet long
and 81 feet broaq, for exposing the fruit brought for sale on market ’days Rupees
810-4-6; for paving the long verandah where sweetmeat, bread and other edibles &e.
are sold with Cuddapah slabs, Rs. 450; for enclosing the centre square oé thc’a
market near the mutton bulchers’ stall to store the mutton remaining unsold instead
of being removed to the butehers’ houses, Rs. 473-8-0; and for sundry other repairs
and improvements Rs. 227-3-2. The remaining sum of Rs. 1,647-11-7 was ap ro-
priated for e;rectmg a shgd with corrugated iron sheets and tin,ﬂ)er for the stomlj’% of
straw Rs. 255-4-0, for improving the "slaughter-houses Rs. 878-2-7, for metariling

the cart-stand Rs., 99-7-0, for metalling the jrubbi 4
o hesio fofty husthina 8. Y8 90" it R a0 B

18. Drainage, Rs. 25,557-1-7.—As explained in the preceding paragraph, Rupees -

25,450 were assigned for the main intercepti ‘ pee
J e a main pting sewer, the balance (Rs. 107-1-
spent in building a cement drain in continuation of a drain buil'f eb(v :. plr?zar{; I'Qd:::f
i:::lkgi cﬁld :;gﬁx;as};a;am (’;o fea.rry off refuse water Rs. 75, for complefing a drain in the
8. o 1 m o1 ’
Rs, 16-8-0. aud for constructing a drain in Dogherty’s lane at Mettucherry
19. Water-supply.—Rs. 4,333-0-2 were disbursed t
him to earry out‘his,.investigat’ion for improving th:ewafexﬁngloyl‘. Fitahle fonsy

20. Miscellaneous Public Improvements, Rs. 596-11
, / : . 696-11-0.—
lakedcosts Rs. 309-5-0, clearing and cle’aning the main st’fg?ncoﬁzer;allg(ﬁ %f tlﬁe
Kandal stream’ Rs. 50, and improving the triangles at Charing Cross Iis 205—;—,6t 3
21. Repairs— Communications—The allotment in the bud . .

10,000. On Mr. Tremenheere’s representation of the bad conditig(?x: 3?%'23‘; ;?;1 eR:pfc’les‘
= oaas,

the Government were pleased to make a special
allotment to Rs. 15,000, of which Rs. 14,%%%_15211;3:{:@5’000’ ooy SRR

Thi Targest suiis were spétit o' the Chireh BT and Hadﬁelt' on 92 roads and lanes, .

Etir{lne’s road in continuation of South Lake d roads Rs. 531-10-9,
repairing and reforming from Willow Bund t(: o%tsf{;@rigl?; 13—(?8;7 South Lake road
repairs, improvements and fencing in connection with Charing’ C e e
Manjanakoral road used largely by carts bringing in road n{fa ter_OSS Rs. 609-4-0;
Snowdon and Marlimurd roads Rs. 661-13-9. "The special tl'ials Rs. 685-9-0;
the roads and lanes from being entirely cutup and rendeil;ln as saved many of
present condition of the roads is fair. The repair and ref ugﬁt for use. The
~out chiefly by contract. elorm of roads were carried

fis
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aLiaEl Bupmwﬂm'hhnyc—-l’he rovised estimate provided Rs. 1,500, but not more

than Rs. 1,432-11-1 were spent during the year. The buildings on which more than

§¢ 14 ‘Rs, 100 were spent were thelmarket Rs. 421-3-5, municipal cattle-shed Rs. 163-3-11,

municipal office Rs. 191-11-9 and repairing slaughter-houses Rs. 106-15-9.
2. Repairs— Drainage, Rs. 486-11-1.— The largest item of expenditure under

" this head was Rs. 279-14-3 on house-connecting drains to prevent the refuse water

from the houses flowing on the streets. The other items relate to petty repairs and
building a small revetment at the outfall of a drain on the Upper Bazaar road.

94, Water-supply.—The revised estimate provided for Rs. 1,180. The actual
expenditure did not exceed Rs. 1,14 2-0-10.

95. Bstablishment.—The actual expenditure (Rs.2,122-8-8) fell short of the

revised estimate (Rs. 2,300) by Rs. 177-7-4, as the full strength of the establishment

was not employed in econsequence of the difficulty experienced in procuring an
efficient overseer.

96. Tools ard Plant—The expenditure (Rs. 230-1-1) exceeded the revised
estimate (Rs. 200) by Rs. 80-1-I1. The increase was caused by the purchase of a

' larger number of tools than was anticipated when the estimate was prepared.

97. Grast 2, Epvcamon.—The estimated provisionin the budget for the year
was Rs. 9,950, It was increased in the revised estimate to Rs. 10,770. The expen-
diture, however, did not exceed Rs. 10,387-8-1. The schools aided and maintained
were the Breek’s Memorial High school, Municipal bazaar and Kandal schools and the
Muhammadan sehool, the Church Mission schools at Metucherry with a secondary
department, Kandal, Bandyshola and old Ootacamund, the Wesleyan Mission school
and St. Joseph’s school.

98. The Breek’s Memorial High School.—The changes made during the year were
the creation of the post of an assistant master on Rs. 100 per mensem and a clerk on
Rs. 15, the services of the Brabmin assistant on Rs. 60 being dispensed with and
a Eurasian appointed in his place from January 1897, Great difficulty has been
experienced 1n securing a suitable person for the post of assistant master and Mr.
Kelly, who at present fills it, is not considered qualified by the Inspector of Schools,
Western Circle. The teaching staff therefore is still not as efficient as it should be.
Notwithstanding this, the number of boys 1n the school on the 31st March 1897 rose
to 8N against 63 on the 31st March 1896, In the upper secondary there were 13,1n
the lower secondary 21 and in the primary school 46. The school received from
Provincial funds Rs. 8,210-0-10. The school-fees, rent from Church cottage, &c.,
amounted to Rs. 3,470-12-0. The total receipts were therefore Rs. 6,680-12-10
against Rs. 5,406-15-0 in 1895-96. The expenditure amounted to Rs. 7 481-8-4
and exceeded the receipts by Rs. 800-11-6 which was met from Municipal funds.
The average net cost per pupil in the upper secondary department was Rs. 52-12-8,
in the lower sccondary Rs. 11-12-7 and in the primary schools Rs. 3-6-2 against
Rs. 106-5-10, Rs. 54-9-7 and Rs. 13-1-3 in the year 1895-96. The Inspector of
Schools, Western Circle, in his report, dated the 27th May 1897, remarks—

« The general edueational qualifications of the subordinate staff are not up to the mark. A
oraduate in scienee or mathematics should have been introduced as suggested in Proceedings
No. 8349, dated 4th August 1896. Mr. Sidney Smith does not seem to hold any certificate 1n
drawing .

« The further increase in the attendance since the Jast inspection is noted with satisfaction. b

« The headmaster’s suggestion to admit native boys into the scheol at the standard rate of
fees is calculated to improve the strength. ''he appearance of a Badaga in the upper secondary
section is encouraging.”

« Public examinations— Matricalation, total failure ; Lower Secondary, poor.

« General impression —The school is improving. The pupils were cleanly dressed and gene-

ﬁﬂy woll behaved. Discipline and tone left nothing to be desired. ”

99, The average attendance in the secondary schools was 26 against 15 in
1895-96 and in the primary schools 187 against 132. The total number of boys
in the schools aided and maintained from Municipal funds was 763 against 7556 1n
1895-96. The Assistant Inspector of Schools remarks in statement No. I that—

2
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he ° der review was one less, but
.* 1895-96, and so there was

b

. The suggestion of the Sanitary Com-

A more than in 1495- ‘town.in June 1896 of securing night-soil
pr aid‘od sohools.” ‘ llection wr.‘m referred to a sub-committee of the
| 09, nt‘mnof school-going age taken at , *,F'!T"??G" but the sub-committee has not yet

16 por cont. of the population was 81:20 against 7950 in 1895-00. 4 BRI henatidl
$1. The educational officers are strong in their condemnation of the position of s was 48. The proposal to build more in the town

the Municipal bazaar '!&}mwﬁ&tgﬂe‘ﬁp' nidgfphl'boqﬁcil cannot see its way either to
remove the school to another building or to a better locality.

32, Gixr'3, SA&&A}@QR“AN[“ D}‘(.?MA Sexvice.—The expenditure amountedeedto
Rs. 25,571-11-6. It fulls short of the revised estimate by Rs. 1,028-4-6, bt excaect
the actuals for 1895-96 . lk‘g’_ 1,483-0-7. The full amount included n the_ revise
estimate under C@géi@ﬁcxﬁoﬁ\@&u&e@m not spent, as the purchase of the five

airs of bullocks referred to in parag raph 15 (2) of the Chairman’s letter, recorded in
g:e Proceedings of Government, No. A5IS_))5_M.,( d)ated the 1§th, Mgrch 1897, was post-
poned owing to the want of aceommodation in the municipal cattle-shed which is now
being enlarged from the loan of Rs. 2,300 obtained .from the Government for the
purpose. The contribution to St. ‘Bartholomew’s hospital aqd the apothecfu'y was
Rs. 799-13-4, The number of patients treated in the hospital was 19,966 during
the year against 18,646 in 1895-96. 310 el it/ i

83, The work done by the municipal midwife is cited by the late Civil Surgeon
in his report which is appended. ~She attended 42 cases, but was absent on leave for
some time during the year on account of her marriage and her accouchement. ~ With

reference to paragraph 3 of G.0., No. 1363 M., dated 14th August 1896, the munici- -

pal council has resolved that the minimum number of cases which the midwife should

attend shall be six instead of four. =

34. Vuccination.—The expenditure was Rs. 384-14-4 or Rs. 4-14-4 in excess
of the revised estimate owing to an increase under contingent charges. ‘1he number
vaccinated during the year was 1,160, of which 1,159 were successful, viz,, 813 prim
and 346 re-vaccination. Compared with 1895-96 there was a falling off of 70 cases, and
this falling off is satisfactorily accounted for by the Civil Surgeon in his report which
accompanies. The number of operations-with animal lymph was 1,160, of which 1,159
were successful. The total number of successful operations was 76-86 per mille of
population against 81:64 in 1895-96.. The number of prosecutions instituted during
the year was 196. The average cost of each successful vaccination was 53, the same
as in the yecar 1895-96, Dgtis

35. Registration of Births and Deaths.—The expenditure, viz., Rs. 290-0-9
exceeds the revised estimate by Rs. 10-0-9, the contingent charges having exceedeé
the provision made in the estimate for printing the new forms of registers of births
and deaths prescribed by the Government. The registers show that the number
of births was 591 and deaths 483 against 4%5 and 357 in 1895-96. or per mille
per annum of 3926 and 32:08 against 3221 and 2371 in1895-96. Thi
prosecutions were instituted for failure to register. In 22 ecases the parties were
fined by the Magistrate to the extent of Rs. 10-6-0 and 13 cases were withdrawn
the parties having complied with the'rules in force. In 1896-97 there were 106
births and 126 deaths above those in 1895-96. The Civil Surgeon has explained the
cause of increase in deaths. In econsequence of the prevalence of cholera in a village
near Kaity, about three miles from Qotacamund, as well as in villages in the Coimba-
tore district, especially Méttupdlaiyam, several cases were imported into the town ;
of these five proved fatal Prompt measures were, ho ‘ !

3 however, taken to disi
,place‘si where the patients were found or died and the disease was not ISifc)fviztdﬂg
spread.,

rty-five

36. Conservancy and Road-cledm’n‘q cost Rs. 18 869-4-7. —
the provision made in the revised estimate (Rs. 19,&;00) Wl dhoet foll shopk 8

. by Rs. 930-11-

chase of the five pairs of bullocks required for the eonselyvancy departm%nisv::x]: p:sz.
poned for want of accommodation in the municipal cattle-shed as stated in paragra IL 32.
a?ov?'ht-Th?l nnn;;ber' of bullocks maintained was 51,0 i

of might-soil carts was increased from 13 to 17 and rubbish carts f '
There was one sewage cart only. Three night-soil hand-carts and gx)r? ]]az; 20 i:: .
buckets were, however, purchased from the Madras Municipality. The nigght~sc)i?
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f these two died. The number

ried o qeﬁ"diﬁdt_ﬂty has been experienced by the Revenue
uiring the land needed for the purpose. It was found neeessary
r to remove two of the urinals in the market premises, and the number of
reby rednced from six to four, The number (46) of dustbins purchased
vas larger than in previous years (viz., 20 per year). Notwithstand-
number stood at 170 against 171 in 1895-96, as 47 very old bins
| cted as being unserviceable. cp
R &:Efe,é“camgmg—'f he allotment in the estimate and revised estimate was
2, i{’ ‘The expenditure did not exceed Rs. 2,611-7-9. The number of houses
served was 261 or one more than in the previous year. The actual income amounted
'ﬁsﬂ'ﬁg_%f-i—o against the revised estimate of Rs. 5,500 and the actuals of Rupees
5,238-12-0 in 1895-96. The excess is accounted for by the extra fees derived from
the conservancy of temporary latrines constructed for the coolies employed on the

TR ¥52 :t
i s '15‘6 reclamation scheme. The charges under ** Contingencies, such as cost of scaveng-

ing carts, &e.,” amounted to Rs. 230-15-8 against a provision of Rs 50, as it was
found indispensably necessary to provide large quantities of disinfectants and to print
and circulate notices for the prompt collection of the scavenging fees due by private
individuals. The expenditure under (¢) Contingencies was Rs. 925-14-6 against an
allotment of Rs. 900 in the revised estimate.

39. « Epidemic Reserve.”—The expenditore incurred under this head was in con-
formity with the rules prescribed by the Government in order, No. 1536 M, dated
9th September 1896, and amounted to Rs. 606-4-1 against a provision in the revised
estimate of Rs. 750. The details of the temporary establishment employed on cholera
duty, and the payments made for the purchase of disinfectants, &c., are given in the

_statement which accompanies this report, and the sanction of the Government is

mquested for the same.

40, Grant 4, MisceLLANEoUS Purrosrs—ZLighting.—The expenditure, viz.,
Rs. 3,478-2-10, is higher than that incurred in 1895-96 by Rs. 359-0-8 and the
allotment (Rs. 3,460) in the revised estimate by Rs. 18-2-10. The reason for the
increase in 1876-97 was given in paragraph 16 of the Chairman’s letter recorded in
G.0., No. 595 M., dated 18th March 1897. The lighting work is still carried on by
contract. It is nof quite as satisfactory as it should be, but considering the difficul-
ties which the contractor has to overcome in making good the lanterns, lamps and

~ chimneys which are stolen at nights by some person or persons, some allowance must

be made for shortcomings. The present rate for lighting each light is As. 13-5

~ against As, 14 in 1896-97. The number of lamps during the year was 261 or ten

more than in the previous year.

41. The market tolls and rents realized Rs. 8,985-13-4 against Rs. 7,810 in
1895-96 as shown in paragraph 41 of the annual report for that year. The expendi-
ture, inclusive of interest on loans and sinking funds of Rs. 5,100, amounted to Rupees
7,366-8-17, leaving a balance of Rs.1,619-4-9. The market premises were much
improved during the year from the special grant given by the Government and the
expenditure incurred amounts to Rs. 1,460-15-8. As the general market has not
sufficient accommodation for many of the poorer butchers’ shops, a small market near
Butcher’s street would enable the municipal council to remove the beef and mutton
shops which now disfigure the Butther’s street and keep that street in cleaner and

" better order.

42, Aﬂlaughter»housea.;The amount (Rs. 4,612-8-0) realized under the head

- exceeds the revised estimate by Rs, 212-8-0, but falls short of the actuals of 1895-96
by Rs. 397-8-0. The expenditure under establishment and contingencies amounted

to Rs. 273-6-3 and under repairs and improvements to Rs. 878-2-7, which amount,
however, was met from the special grant given by the Government.
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43. The council is of opinion that the provision of pens for cattle and sheep shogld',;
not be deferred any longer, as the cattle and sheep brought up from the plains ire 1;19
properly housed and the sanitary condition of the hovses in which they are kept 18
very indifferent. SES i
44. The Chattram—in old agraharam was maintained. The cost for establishment

was Rs. 84 and for contingencies Rs. 36-9-1. The fotal expenditure (Rs. 120-9-1)

exceeded the revised estimate by As. 9-1.
45. Gther Charges.—The work done for private individuals amounted to Rupees

1,461-12-0 or Rs. 461-12-0 more than was estimated for. Rs. 6 were spent on

rewards for killing dogs. The man who agreed to do the work would not gontinue it
after he killed 26 dogs and no other'man in the town could be induced to take hig
place. The charge Rs. 617-6-10 for printing exceeded the revised estimate (Rs. 50.0).
by Rs. 117-6-10. The excess was caused by the more extended nature of the perio-
dical proceedings of the munieipal council.  Other items also exceeded the }'ensed
estimate by Rs. 79-9-0, as many sign boards had to be renewed and new ones ‘put up
besides the renumbering of all doors of houses in the bazaar and villages.

46. Graxt 5, Generar Estapuisument.—The charge for office establishment was'
Rs. 3,313-4-9 or Rs. 6-11-3 less than the revised estimate. The charge for establish-
ment for collection of municipal taxes (Rs. 1,379-1-8) 1s Rs. 9-1-8 more than the
revised estimate and is due to a payment of Rs. 11-9-5 having been made to a bill-
collector for arrears of salary. The purchase of account books, paper, &c., amounted
to Rs. 374-2-11. The excess of Rs. 74-2-11 is owing to a larger number of forms
having been printed during the year. For the same rcason the charge under ()
Office contingencies other than (b) (ii} is Rs. 47-13-6 more than the amount (Rs. 500)
provided in the revised estimate. “'he econtribution for central office and audit
establishments amounted to Rs. 654. '

47. Repayment of Debt.—Rs. 2,352-4-4 were paid towards Government loans,
Rs. 1,900 were invested in Government securities on account of sinking fund for
loans raised for the market and municipal office, Rs. 9-13-10 were paid for invest-
ment, and Rs. 6,217-11-8 for interest on loans obtained from the Government and
private individuals.

48. Refundof other than current (lollections.—The expenditure under this head
amounted to only Rs. 1,524-2-5 against an estimated provision of Rs. 1,800. The
expenditure included the sum of Ks. 710-1-11 due to the Forest department referred
to in paragraph 6 of the Chairman’s letter, No. 1034, dated 20th May 1896, and
recorded in G.O., No. 1363 M., dated 14th August 1896.

49. Inmvestmenis.—One lakh of rupees appertaining to the improvement of the
water-supply to this town was, with the approval and sanction of the Government,
placed in the fixed deposit in the Branch Bank of Madras for one year at 3 per cent.
interest. The year will expire on the 1st October 1897.

50. Crosing Barance.—The closing balance was Rs. 36,924-5-1.

51. GeNeraL Rexarks.—(a) It is understood that Mr. G. T. Walch has submitted
to the Government his report with plans and estimates for the improvement of the
water-supply of the town.

(b) The defects in the main intercepting sewer are being now remedied under
the supervision of Mr. J. F. Somers-Eve, Executive Engineer en special duty.

(¢) The lake reclamation scheme has not progressed so rapidly as the council
was led to hope when the work commenced last year.

(d) One thousand five hundred and seventy-five notices were issued during the
year for cleansing and draining insanitary compoundsof houses, repairing private
latrines, lime-washing houses, trimming hedges, clearing noxious vegetation, and
securing dilapidated and ruinous houses. The largest number (873) of notices were
issued in t_he months of Qctober and November 1896 when some cases of cholera were
imported into the town. There were 308 prosecutions for nou-compliance with the
provisions of the Act and notices issued. Convictions were not obtained in all

cases from the want of a special subordinate who could celleet reliable evidence and
conduct the prosecutions satisfactorily.

‘_
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i ~(¢) The Marlimund and Dodabetta reservoirs had sufficient water in them to

() This report was circulated and adopted by the municipal council at the
meeting held on the 26th June 1897.

1I0TaIA ol ExcLosuze.

From Sn!ﬁﬁ-‘[kuhnim,t-(}olonel H. D. COOK, m.B, Civil Surgeon, Ootacamund, to the

§e airman, Municipal Council, Ootacamund, dated 31st May 1897, No. 219."

Ay 1 have the hononr to submit the annual coneise medical and sanitary report on the municipal

2 town of Octacamund for 1896-97. :

i 9. Public Health—The general health of the people within the limits of the municipality was,
+ip3E on the whole, satisfactory.” Inthe month of October cholera in a sporadic form made its
pe appearance. Four cases were admitted to hospital and of these three died. Two deaths occurred

in the town. A The origin of the outbreak was traceable to importation from a place called
Ellanale¢ Kaity where there was cholera at the time. As will be observed from the sub-joined

table of vital statistios, there is an increased mortality under fevers, dysentery and diarrhcea as

: compared with the previous year. This is due in great measure to a greater number of cases of
malarial fever, complicated with dysentery and diarrheea, coming into Qotacamund for treatment
s from several of the malarious tracts ‘on the Nilgiris. Several cases of pulmonary affections
occurring amongst the lower orders of natives were also treated. LKnteric fever was not very

3 prevalent. s
' Vilal Statistics.
‘,; —
1 _ _ Male. ‘ Female. | Total
o Total births B e b ol it 1kl O 283 501

5 ,y deaths 3 oy 4 44 6. 33 256 227 483

: Causes of deaths.

4 o VA_-' | PRAE: =
% —— Male. Female, Total. )
1

Cholera 4 2 3 i o 5 4 1 &1
Small-pox e A is o ! o Nil. |
] Fever .. . Ak s st A e 78 78 150
i Dysentery i ¥ 3 (s o' be 15 9 I 2¢ |
R 0 Diarrheea e a B 4% os Apd 14 e 28
8 Accidents 4 o> ~ o . e o 2 8y, 7|
1 All other causes .. o > g 3 o 148 120 268
Total .. % i ¥ l 483 '

3. Sanitation.—As stated in last year’s report, there are eight villages, excluding Ootacamund
proper, that are conserved within municipal limits. The Chairman of the municipaliy, the ward
councillors and the Civil Surgeon very frequently inspect the sanitation of all parts of the town.
There are still 48 public latrines besides 4 urinals within the public market, and 24 scavengers
are employed to attend to the conservancy of these places. Two hundred and sixty-one private
latrines are conserved by municipal agency, 20 scavengers being employed for this purpose. As
mentioned in the report of last year, the area of the town is 11 square miles, with 68 miles of
metalled road, for whose surface sweeping there are 76 sweepers employed. The number of street
lamps is 261 and the number of dustbins 170. Forty seven of the old ones were rejected as
unserviceable.

The number of carts for the removal of night-soil, rubbish and sewage was thirteen. In
addition to these, four night-soil carts from Messrs. Biurn & Co. with ¢ylindrical revolving bodies,
three night-soil hand-carts, five buckets from the Madras Municipality and five teak-wood rubbish-
carts have been purchased. The sewage of streets and drains is carried off partly by the main
gewer and partly by pipe sewers below the lake. For the re-alignment of the main sewer, a sum
of Rs. 2,545 * has been sanctioned in G.O., No.
107 M., dated 27th January 1897. The work
_ has just been put into hand. The reclamation
of the upper lake is now rapidly progressing, and until this is finished and the sewsge pipes put
into thorough order, the health of the town will be greatly menaced. Every attention is given to
the conservancy of the town, but the difficulty of getting mnatives to keep their houses and
surroundings clean has yet to be overcome. The remarks onent the water-supply of the town
mentioned in the last report hold good this year also. Mr. G. 1. Walch who was appointed to
make the necessary schemes for the general water-supply  of Qotacamund has completed them
and they are now before Government. Another source of water is from wells, of which there are
about 150 in the town. The water of some of them is good and of others inferior.

3

* Should be Rs. 25,450.
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1895-96 .. ..
1896-97 .. ..

1,238
1,160

L8|l 1 575
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In spite of the energetic manner in whick the municipal vaccinator performs his duties and
the institution of 196 prosecutions under the compulsory vaccination clauses, and the fact that
number of operations is in excess of the birth-rate, there has been a smaller number than last
year. This is due to the fact that the population of Qotacamund is of a floating character.

4. Hospitals and Dispensaries.—The municipality possesses no hospital of its own, and
therefore contributes Rs. 500 annually towards the upkeep of St. Bartholomew’s hospital and
gives an allowance of Rs. 25 per mensem to the medical subordinate attached to the hospital.
The other medical institution is the Hamnett dispensary at Kandal, which is entirely su :
by Mr. G. Hamnett, c..E., the Chairman of the municipality. A pensioned hospital assistant
is still in charge. ‘

The following shows the attendance of patients during the last two years:—

Year. In-patients, Out-patients. Total.
1895-96 .. .o i oe as 975 17,671 1R,646
1896-97 .. v .e 22 15 973 18,993 19,966

Ninety-two lying-in cases were attended to in hospital during the year. The reason of the
decrease is due to a change of midwives in hospital and to the municipal midwife who practises
outside becoming better known. The number of cases attended to by the latter during the year
uader Teport was 42,

D. No. 1433.
Forwarded.

2. Paragraph 5.—Statement IV-B shows that the arrears of Rs. 787 extend in
part so far back as the year 1892 and concern private scavenging fees and taxes on
arts, buildings, lands or water. A vigorous effort is needed to collect these old
arrears at once or to ascertain which are irrecoverable. The statement seems to point to
want of proper staff or organmization. So too the balance of Rs. 2,549 out of the
1896-97 demand of Rs. 61,043 appears too large.

8. Paragraph 13.—The balance of Rs. 112 under private scavenging fees in
statement IV-A would seem to show neglect of the orders of Government for collec-
tion prior to service. g

4. Paragraph 14 —Application has been made to Government to compulsorily
acquire land for latrines.

b Paragraph 17.—The market and the slaughter-houses have been greatly
improved. ‘

_ . 6. Paragraph 28.—The Breek’s Memorial school requires considerate treatment, as
it is exceedingly hard to get an efficient staff on the pay that can be afforded, and ’yet
the school on the whole is promising and meets a definite want at a cost not propor-
tionately high.

7. Paragraph 34.—1It has been observed that nearly  all ithe prosecutions for
non-vaccination were compounded. ;

8. Paragraph 35.—The improvement of vital registratior'is encouraging : but, i
vieyv of .the considerable increase in the town since the last census, it is g:'oga,b]: tt’h;:
a per-milleage rate of 39-26 understates the births. - The Civil Surgeon and the muni-
cipal or medical staff worked hard to arrest the eholera.

9. Paragraph 36.—The delay of the sub-committee on night-soi
October 1896 is regrettable. o ee on night-soil dep6ts from 8th

10. £ : . 14 ,
ey Par “9"“}’7'\ 40.—As the Chairman admits, the lighting of the town is
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(Signed)
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f uncared-for dogs constitutes a nuisance and
serless should be killed even though
should not be allowed to escape taxation.

B to statements IV A and B that no prosecutions were

needs of the municipality is a proper

J. H. TREMENHEERE,

_ﬂo 2?32 M., dated 13th October 1897.
of the Ootacamund Municipality for 1896-97 are

is at present very weak in this

Collector.

compared below with the budget and revised estimates for the year and the actuals of

1895-96 :—
Budget Revised
Py Act_uaglg, estimate, estimate, lAsthE’;];'
1895-96. | 1896-97. | 1896-97. .
W‘ BB, RE. RS. RS.
L T e 46,909 87,430 36,000 34,997
mmmm brought forward =TT LN AR 3,150 4,000 3,500 3,237
S A Fah il i 3 1 ’ 28,885 30,300 31,750 30,619
on Buildings and Lands .. R txitys 1 g 3,682 4,000 5,800 5,567
Water tax on B"‘m‘”ﬁﬁlmdl Th gkt LT A 4,106 4,000 3,500 3,130
Tax on Vehicles and 8. o . £ Es 4 664 700 : 7gg 628
enCarts .. . oo o oroce Lands i 1,322 1,300 K 1,389
e o ) um | |
nservancy (- r Tostitati % 1,524 y ’ 1596
Fees and Revenue from Eﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬁnfm ATty 19y’ 13,000 12,750 13,598
Tnoome from Markets 4 1 1,107 1,200 1,200 939
License Fees .. . v e P i ¥ 1,459 1,220 1,470 1,535
822" fn"g;r Municipal and other Acts .. . = 7 100 ;gg 58
Intorest on Investments and Premium on Loans .. 5 9,620 | 1,39,470 | 1,39,354
4 Contributions from Government . 64,166 e R 9%
Grants an from other Bodies oo 3 H 50 =
" ¥ ces to Private Individuals .. .. . 7,645 5,70 s 7,974
Recoveries for Services i : 62 20 60 9
e G L PR LRI RS W R N P 50,000 10,000 10,000
Sale-procesds of Government Securities, &n.: and ?f“‘mff‘m 5 478 500 570 507
dSinkmg anémd I3 e . : v 'y 5 521 30 30 15
Advauces Reco SRR I T et ‘ 7 ,
Total .. 1,72.029 V|  2,15,880V 2,68,1707 | 2,568,479 .
Charges.
‘GrANnT 1—

New Works— ¥ 2 2,000 20
Communications .. . b 3 e 341 150 13,100 3,109
Buildings ..+  °* s g ETiey 3 i x 28,670 25,557
Drainage .- A .e . :: 1 1,449 1,37,440 8,000 4,333
w_mr-supp'lz pablic Imp;‘;me;u $€ ;.28 (aat. 1,172 1,100 1,300 1,091
opai foia 3 £ 9,486 10,000 15,000 14,581
Communications .. ve i ¥ 2 2,724 1,800 1,800 1,433
Buildings = - *° oa 31 . 2,489 1,910 1,9 1,835
Drainage .- . . N. . g A 2,731 2,210 2,800 ~ 2,768
Wat;r-hmpl’: 3 3 ; 2,349 2.:33 2.2 0 21)5’3

; en o e N W 2

%::l':ﬂandm?hnt and ofher Stores .. .. Lo " l% .

‘Contributions for Public ‘Works . .

Total . 24,188y/| 1,567,540y 77,250 57,272
‘GRANT 2— 35 80 e
O ing Bohoals | e %9 AR RN

Municipal Schools— b g 6,791 7,250 7,700 7,482
On the Sulary System t.;. . ; 3 1,342 1,300 1,380 1,354
~,,  Salary-result System .. i 1,202 1,200 1,100 1,043

Salary Grants . = * 150 300 30(()) 300

Result 4 T .. fe ¥ 87 80 10 78

Building, Furniture, &o., Grants .. Sages 127 130 130 130

Ingpe‘ﬁtion 3 > .n .- ; v 60 ! 60 60

Total . \ 9,794, \ 10,400/ | 10770 /| 10,387
4




p

Lo

[ i ‘w‘,,‘gﬂi,,;! '.{“‘l.‘l:"l. Y Adiu)" w estimate, - M"
o dys 412 7.;».'—3 | R : 189:-96. 1‘”_97" 1896-97. -”. 6-9 !
4 sfoglir Nanegl & 1 '

] : A . Charges—eont, : RS, RS, BS. RS,
'H@ua' i) e 234 210 210 203
oonﬁ b M e .. o: .: p % 1,6]8 1,‘10 1.6’0 1,660
Voot L o e tIetu s 401 e o o

D = e g DA g u A . .. b a5 261 26
Couservaacy, :uddl:::g& and Road-watering .. .. | 21,380 20,800 24,110 | 23,244
" Total ..| 324,089y 22,740,| 26,600, | 26,578 /

G.I‘A;rh;n-g o PGB R QOETIRE 9s s 3,119 2,900 8,460 3,478
Markets and Slaughter-houses .. . v e e Had 370 ?;g 3:
Choultries .. % 23 s o §ie Satd 5 111 100 ?
Public (farden, Survey of Land, Fire and other Charges o 3,414 1,080 2,210 2,885

Total .. 7,188 4 4,600 1 6,360 7,022 v
P :

Ga.pzninion Pl Tk SR e R 8,840 8,900 9,140 9,268

Repayment of Debt . oo g e e e s 5,259 4,450 4,450 4,262

Interest on Loan PR AGUISE - TR IS SRSt 6,345 6,220 6,220 6,218

Advances Recoverable .. '5 A5 - . M e 28 % o4 30

Refands .. .. TP sl SR IS s SRR dn s A L Ele ) 1,301 1,000 1,800 1,624

Tawpebunents'| ot 1 4d0 e s TIQIDIE=C0eng 000 el LY 50,000 4 1,00,0:.0 1,00,000

Balance SR S bin st LS A0 i 84,997 [ 30 15,580 36,024

A Total .. | 172020 l 2,15,880 | 2,58,170 | 2,68,479 |/

2. The municipal council held 29 meetings,’or one more than in 1895-96. The
average attendance of the members declined slightly, but it continued to be good in
the case of the officials and fair in that of the non-officials. Three seats were filled
by election during the yearyand all of them were contested, 52 per cent. of the
registered voters attending the poll.

3. Receipts.—(1) Deducting the opening balance and the special Government
grants and loans, the total receipts from taxation and other sources were Rs. 83,482,
being Rs. 3,362 more than in the previous year. Under the tax on arts and profes-
sions the net current demand decreased by Rs. 91, although the number of persons
assessed was higher by 46. There was, however, an increase of Rs. 1,866 in the
demand under the tax on buildings, due to the revision of the registers, and an
increase of Rs. 2,025 under the water-tax, owing to the enhancement of the rate from
one to two per cent. of the annual value. Under the land-tax the demand fell, being
Rs. 846 against Rs. 917 in 1895-96, the decline being due to the assessment of the
tax on the net, instead of the gross, income of the Botanical gardens, The met
adopted for assessing the tax on these lands appears, however, to be irregular i
much as section 63 of Act IV of 1884, as amended by Act III of 1897, contemplates
an assessment with reference to the annual value, which is to be determined in
accordance with section 65, and not on the income. Accordingly, if this is correctly
understood to have been the principle of the assessment in the case of the gardens
the taxation should be revised without delay. :

(2) The current collections under the principal taxes, which in respect of the
land-tax improved appreciably, were; on the whole; good, but the arrear realizations
under all these heads, while decidedly better than in the previous year, were still not
satisfactory. The balances under these heads outstanding at the end of the year
amounted to Rs. 3,128 against Rs. 2,9€2 on the 81st March 1896, the arrears dating
as far back as 1892-93.  These should be adjusted without delay. The number of
coercive processes issued during the year was considerably larger than in 1895-96
but their execution was most dilatory, as many as 48:6 per cent. of the total uumber,'
of warrants for disposal remaining unexecated on the 31st March 1897. The reason
referred todn paragraph 10 of the report, for not proceeding to distraint or sale wherér
such a course was authorised by the law is wholly untenable. This neglect, no douht
accounts in large measure for the large outstanding arrears, the existence of which
has been animadverted upon above. For the future the law should be enforced.
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e of sweepings and night-soil, markets and slaughter-

it under school-fees and fines it advanced, owing,
the institution of a larger number of prosecutions.
served by the private scavenging agency was 261, or
ar. Notwithstanding the repeated instructions of
g fees were not collected in advance. This must be
re. The slow extension of the system is very unsatis-

per cent. of the total number of houses assessed to the
municipal control. The proportion should be very much
mund, the sanitation of which should be more in accord
th Native, ideas. The service continued to be worked ata
e year under review to close on Rs. 3,000. Government has
he service is not to be made a source of municipal revenue,
e be taken to devote the surplus receipts to the improvement
reduction of the fees. By the latter course the service will
d acceptable to a larger number of householders.

...(]}) Public Works.—The expenditure under Grant 1 amounted
inst the budget estimate of Rs. 1,57,880, the decrease being mainly
: ation of the provision for the water-supply scheme which was not
eution. Owing, however, to the allotment of a sum of Rs. 4,333 for the
a2 of this project, and of a sum of Rs. 25,450 for the realignment of the
g sewer, the charges exceeded the actuals of the previous year by Rupees
The latter work, which is the most important of the new works undertaken
the year, is under execution by the Public Works department. Some improve-
were also effected in the market and slaughter-houses at an aggregate cost of
39. ‘lhe outlay on communications, towards the improvement of which a
grant of Rs. 5,000 was made by Government, amounted to Rs. 14,601 against
9,486 in 1895-96. The Collector has not reported on the condition of the town

mds—an omission which should be supplied in future reports —but the Chairman

‘states that they were in fair order.
(2) Education.—The net expenditure under this head was Rs. 3,706, or 8'5 per
cent. of the income from taxation. About one-third of this sum was devoted to

- secondary, and the remainder to primary, education. The municipal council continued
~ to maintain one secondary and three primary schools, and to aid with salary graats

. two secondary schools.

One secondary and three primary schools were also aided
with result grants against four primary schools in 1895-96., The attendance at the
municipal secondary school increased, but at the primary schools taken together it
deelined. The only candidate sent up for the Matriculation examination was unsuc-
cessful, and out of the six pupils who appeared for the Lower Secondary examination
only one passed. The results of the departmental examinations, however, continued
to be fair. ' At the aided schools the attendance increased, being 617 against 607 in
1895-96 ; the resnlts of the grant examinations were fairly goodyand the allotment for
result grants was fully utilized. The total number of boys under instruction in the
municipal and aided schools was 763 or 643 per cent. of the male population of
school-going age; against 755 or 636 per cent. in 1895-96.

(3) Medical Relief.—As in previous years, the municipal council maintained
no hospital of its own, but contributed Rs. 800 towards the }xpkeep of St. Bartholo-
mew’s hospital. The number of patients treated at this instlt_ution inereased, being
19,966 against 18,646 in the previous year. The number of midwifery cases attended
at the hospital fell from 132 to 92, the decrease being attributed by the Medical
officer to a change of midwives and to the increasing popularity of the municipal
midwife who practises outside. The latter, who, however, was absent from duty during
a part of the year, attended only 42 cases,

(4) Vaccination and Vital Statisties.—The reported number of persons vacei-
nated during the year was 1,1604or 78 less than in 1895-96. The percentage of
success according to the returns was 999 against 99:3. This percentage is extra-

~ ordinarily high{ and more markedly so in view of the fact that nearly one-third of the

total number of cases are entered as re-vaccinations. It.would have been satisfactory




h e o '

if the Medical officer had tested a certain pr ; and stated his opinion of
the trustworthiness of the returns as the result of his verifications. Infantile vaceina-
tion declined slightly, the number of children under one year successfully vaccinated
being 575 against 631 in 1895-96 and was only sixteen less than the registered
number of births; but this comparison is of doubtful value owing to the large floating
population in the town and the questionable trustworthiness of the birth returns. It
is gratifying to note that there were no deaths from small-pox.

The number of births registered during the yearincreased from 485 to 8§91,
exhibiting a rate of 393 per mille of the population. The registered deaths rose from
357 to 483, or 32-1 per mille of the population. The higher death-rate 18 att'nbuted
by the Medical officer to the larger aumber of cases of malarious fever brought into the
town for treatment from the adjoining countrys The attention of the council is

drawn to the Collector’s remarks in paragraph 8 of his endorsement.

(5) Sanitation—The expenditure under this head amounted to Rs. 28,244,
being 118 per cent. in excess of the budget allotment and 27-8 per cent. of the total
ordinary receipts. From the Civil Surgeon’s report it appears that sanitation received
fair attention. The dilatoriness on the part of the sub-committee in selecting sites for
night-soil depdts is reprehensible. If this body does not dispose of the matter
immediately, the municipal council should take it into its own hands. With re
to the scheme for the water-supply of Ootacamund prepared by Mr. Walch, the orders
of Government upon it have been recently issed. The attention of the council is drawn

to paragraph 11 of the Collector’s endorsement. The entertainment of the temporary
establishment referred to in paragraph 39, for which a proposition statement in the
prescribed form should have been submitted, is sanctioned.

5. General Remarks.—The year closed with a balance of Rs. 36,924 0r 44°2 per

"/ cent. of the total ordinary receipts; but the greater portion of this sum represents the

unexpended portions of the allotments for works for the execution of which special
grants and loans were given by Government.

The administration of the municipality during the year under review showed, in
some respects, an improvement on that of the previous year, and was, on the whole,
satisfactory so far as the funds at the disposal of the council permitted.

(True Extract.)

Secretary to Government.

To the Chairman, Municipal Cotincil, Ootacamund.
,» Collector of the Nilgiris.
,,  President, District Board, the Nilgiris.
,, Accountant-General.
,, Director of Public Instruction.
» Surgeon-General.
, Sanitary Board. .
, Sanitary Commissioner.
, Sanitary Engineer.
,, Public Works Department.
Editors’ Table.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

Gl : » “f
LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT. : it

Reap—the following paper :—

Secretary to Government, Local and Municipal

Y

Coimbatore Division. :
¢ 1.—ConsmiTuTiON OF THE CouNncIL,

2. The counecil consisted of two officials and fourteen non-officials. Both of

were Europeans. Of the non-officials four were Europeans, four Furasians a

natives.

A

~ at each meeting was 9-10 against 9-57 in 1895-96.

IT.— REeceiers.

3. The general income, including the opening balance of Rs, 34,997-2.
amounted to Rs. 2,58,479-4-6. This includes the grants and loans made by
Government to the extent of Bs. 1,40,000 for improving the water-supply and ot!

it of Rug

-1,00,000 in the Bank of Madras for twelve months, amounted to Rs, p20,s2l§.,554-1 5

. leaving a balance of Rs. 36,924-5-1, of which Rs. 7,700 belong to the water-supply
improvement and Rs. 29,224-5-1 to miscellaneous improvements and municipal fund.

4. The income derived from taxation amounted to Rs. 43,781-13-4 inst
Rs. 40,487-6-3, the actuals for 1895-96, and the revised estimate for 1896-97 of
Rs. 45,250. The income, apart from taxation, was Rs, 21,841-15-0 against Rupees
laneous receipts amounted to Rs. 7,983-0-5)against Rs, 7,606-12-0, the actuals for
the previous year, and Rs. 6,960, the revised estimate for 1896-97. It will be seen
from these figures that the municipal revenue during 1896-97 has not declined

miscellaneous improvements. The expenditure, including a fixed de

21,361-2-2, the actuals for 1895-96, and Rs. 20,830, the revised estimate,

under any head.
5. The balance outstanding on the 31st March 1896 was Rs. 8,650-6-8, of

Rs. 61,043-1-9 against Rs. 56,452-12-9, the demand for 1895-96. The ine

1896-97 may be ascribed to the increase in the rate of water-tax from 1 to 2 per
cent. from the 1st October 1896 on houses which expressly benefited by the water-

on of assessments in cases in

supply, to the increase in the house-tax by a revisi

. . i
From G. HAMNETT, Esq., Chairman, Municipal Couneil, Ootacamund, t

R

TR
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Department (W ",‘31. :
Collector of the Nilgiris), dated 6th June 1897, No. 1075. U‘-l- ? .
I have the honour to submit the administration report of the Ootacamum
Municipality for the official year 1896-97, together with the preseribed statemen

copies of the reports of the Civil Surgeon and of the Assistant Inspector of Sel

Fi

4 4 Iy
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Five vacancies occurred during the year, of which two were nominated 0 d
. three elected. The eleetions were well contested, the native members securing &
2 larger number of votes than the Europeans and Eurasians, The council held
., meetings. There were two adjustments for want of a quorum. The average attenda

Rs. 2,017-3-1 were collected, Ks. 350-12-9 were remitted and Rs. 394-14-8 mﬁ:g

off as irrecoverable, leaving a balance of Rs. 787-8-2. The demand for 1896-97 was

2

i
v

¥

in

- which no annual revisions were made, to the increase in the market and cart-stand

rents, and to the increase in private scavenging fees. Of the demand, as

settled, viz., Rs. 61,043-1-9, Rs, 58,316=9-3 were collected and Ray 11701

 judgmen
- 1in view to avoid the “ public howl” w
: g - the then Acting Collector in his endorse

aining unoollected at the end of 1895-96.

" WL

L 3.7,
: i
adv

8

g a balance of Rs, 69-1

3 of the administration report for 1895-96.

I??*L!I,Lleaves an unrealized balance of Rs. 433-12-8.

Y T‘l? on Arts and Profession.—The demand was Rs. 3,308-8-0, of which

,037-8- g a balance of Rs. 271 which, added to the
There was a decrease
to fluctuations fin the number of persons in

-

s. 3,087-8-0 were collected, leavi

alance of Rs. 162 in 1895-96, raises

~ in the current demand of Rs. 91 owi

~ receipt of salaries and in the number of tradesmen.

© 9. Taz on Velieles, Animals and Carts.—The estimate and revised estimate were
~ fixed at Rs. 4,700 and Rs. 4,200, respectively. The amount actually realized was

Rs. 4,357-10-4. :

____10. The number of processes which remained unexecuted on the 31st March

! "1596"1?_38;429; issued during 1897, 1,624 : total 2,053 Of this number 1,055 were

e balance to Rs. 433.

of payments having been made before distraint was 1,023. The number of prosecu-
~ tions instituted was 269. In 220 cases payment was made before the court delivered
t and 49 cases remained undisposed of. No property was distrained or sold
g"ch was raised in 1888-89 and referred to b
nt, No. 42, dated 28th June 1889, on the

annual report for the year.
11, The revenue, apart from taxation, amounted to Rs. 21,841-15-0 against

"~ Be. 21,861-2-2 in 1895-96 and the revised estimate for 1896-97 of Rs. 20,830.

- In the revenue for 1895-96 was (as shown in paragraph 12 of the annual report for
- that year) included Rs. 2,144-5-7, the deposits of renters. Under sale-proceeds of
- night-soil the amount (Rs. 700) anticipated in the revised estimate has not been
- realized. Under educational fees there is an increase of nearly Rs. 400 due to an
~ inerease in the fees realized in the Breek’s Memorial High sechool. The income from
- markets shows an increase of Rs. 635-13—4, but compared with the figures of 1891-92
- there has been an increase of Rs. 4,660. Slaughter-houses show an increase of
- Rs. 212-8-0, but compared with 1891-92 there has been an increase of Rs, 1,905.
Cart-stands also show an increase over 1891-92 of Rs. 705. License-fees show a
. falling off of Rs. 260-8-7 owing to licenses being withheld in consequence of parties
. not complying with the conditions prescribed. The increase under this head over
1891-92 is Rs. 575. Fines under Municipal and other Aets show an increase of

Ty
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. Rs. 137-8-0 owing to prosecutions having been instituted in a large number of cases

- for infringement of the sanitary clauses of the Municipal Act.

o 12. Grants and Contributions from Government—amounted to Rs. 1,39,354-0-10,

- of which Rs. 1,00,000 are for the water-supply improvement and Rs. 30,000 for

miscellaneous impravements, ineluding a working balance of Rs. 5,090, which the

- Government were pleased to grant from Provineial funds to aid the municipality in
et carrying on the administration. :

ng a balance of Rs. 2,549-7-0 which,
Rs. 787-8-2, amounts to Rs. 3,336-15-2, or

-There was no change in the taxation under this
d as finally settled on buildings was Rupees
ance of Rs. 1,865-9-1. The increase during the last
demand on lands was Rs. 845-13-0 against Rupees
e decrease was caused by thé tax being calculated on the net,
gross, income of the Botani%.;logudens Of the demand Rs. 776-1-0

, —0. The arrears last year amounted to
the uncollected balance on the 31st March 1897 stood at Rs. 108.
8 of previous years” of 1895-96, viz., Rs. 479-3-10, has been raised in
-B to Rs. 501-11-10 in consequence of fifteen acres of land at Bishops-
ving been assessed under the judgment of the High Court referred to in

le Water-taz on Buildings.—The demand was Rs. 5,801-11-6, of which
6-11 were collected, Rs. 20-12-10 remitted for vacant houses, leaving a
Rs. 356-7-9 which, added to the arrears of the previous year, amounting

~ executed and cancelled, 99 - remained unexecuted and 32 warrants were cancelled on ~
3 ~ which no collections were made. The number of warrants withdrawn in consequence

E A
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* Private scavenging produced Rs. 281-4-0 ‘over the revised estimate and (%) Other

13. Miscellaneous Recoveries on account of serviees rendered o Private Individuals.—

purposes Rs. 792-8-1.

14. Ertraordinary and Debt.—The Rs. 10,000 shown under loans from Govern=
ment are for sanitary works to be undertaken during the year 1896-97. Much
difficulty is, however, experienced in obtaining land within the town for the construe-
tion of small latrines to meet the needs of people who bave no such accommodation
attached to their dwellings. } ;

I1I.—EXPENDITURE.

15. The expenditure in 1896-97, which includes a lakh of rupees invested in the

Branch Bank of Madras, amounted to Rs. 2,21,554-15-5 against the revised estimate
for the year of Rs. 2,42,5690 and the actuals of 1895-96 of Rs. 1,37,032-5-7.

16. Grant 1, Public Works.—The expenditureamounted toRs.57,271-10-2 against
the revised es - 77,250 and the actuals for 1895-96 of Rs. 24,188-6-2.
The excess over the actuals oceurred by an assignment of Rs. 25,450 having been

made to the Public Works Department for remedying defectsin the main intercepting

sewer and by an expenditure of Rs. 4,333-0-2 in econnection with Mr. G. T. Walch’s
investigation and report for improving the water-supply of the town.

17. New Buildings.—The expenditure (Rs. 3,108-11-8) was considerably less
than the allotment of Rs. 13,100 in the revised estimate, which included the loan of
Rs. 10,000 sanctioned by the Government for sanitary works, &. Of the expenditure
incurred Rs. 1,460-15-8 were spent on the market, viz., for a platform, 85 feet long
and 81 feet broad, for exposing the fruit brought for sale on market days, Rupees
810-4—6 ; for paving the long verandah where sweetmeat, bread and other edibles, &e.,
are sold with Cuddapah slabs, Rs. 450; for enclosing the centre square of the
market near the mutton butchers’ stall to store the mutton remaining unsold instead
of being removed to the butchers’ houses, Rs. 473-8-0; and for sundry other repairs
and improvements Rs. 227-3-2. The remaining sum of Rs. 1,647-11-7 was appro-
priated for erecting a shed with corrugated iron sheets and timber for the storage of

straw Rs. 265-4-0, for improving the jslaughter-houses Rs. 878-2-7, for metalling
the cart-stand Rs. 99-7-0, for metalling the gubbish cart-stand Rs. 99-5-0 and for

purchasing forty dustbins Rs. 3156-9-0. .
18. Drainege, Rs. 25,5657-1-7.—As explained in the preceding paragraph  Rupees
)

25,450 were assigned for the main intercepting sewer, the balance (Rs. 107-1-7) was

spent in building a cement drain in continuation of a drain built by a private indivi-
dual in old agraharam to carry off refuse water Rs. 75, for completing a drain in the

market Rs. 15-9-7 and for construeting a drain in Dogherty’s lane at Mettucherry

Rs. 16-8-0.
~19. Water-supply.—Rs, 4,333-0-2 were disbursed to Mr. G. T. Walch to enable
him to carry out his investigations for improving the water-supply. Ballis

20. Miscellaneous Publec Improvements, Rs. 596-11-0.—The conservancy of the

lake costs Rs. 309-5-0, clearing and .cleaning the main stream Rs. 31-14-6, the |

Kandal stream Rs. 50, and improving the triangles at Charing Cross Rs. 205-7-6.

21. Repairs— Communications—The allotment in the budget estimate was Rupees
10,000. On Mr. Tremenheere’s representation of the bad condition of many of the roa
the Government were pleased to make a speeial grant of Rs. 9,000, thereby raising the
allotment to Rs. 15,000, of which Rs. 14,5680-11-5 were spent on 92 roads and lanes.
The largest sums were spent on the Church Hill and Hadfield roads Rs. 531—10—9.
Etirnne’s road in continuation of South Lake road Rs. 599-1 i

repairing and reforming from Willow Bund to Westmere Rs. 2,087-0-8 ; Kelso ro

repairs, improvements and fencing in connection with Charing Cross Rs. 609-4-0:

Manjanakorai road used largely by carts bringing in road materials Rs. 685-9_0) .
Snowdon and Marlimund roads Rs, 661-13-9. The special grant has saved man;(z)t’
the roads and lanes from being entirely cut up and rendered unfit for use. The

present condition of the roads is fair. The repair and reform of roads were carried
out chiefly by contract. TR

»
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4-9; South Lake road

3.—The revised estimate provided Rs. 1,500, but not more
spent during the year. The buildings on which more than

ent were thejmarket Rs. 421-8_5, municipal cattle-shed Rs. 163-3-11,
e Rs. 191-11-9 and repairing slaughter-houses Rs. 106-15-9.

s— Drainage, Rs. 486-11-1.—The largest item of expenditure under
id was Rs. 279-14-8 on house-connecting drains to prevent the refuse water
i e houses flowing on the streets. The other items relate to petty repairs and

‘building a small revetment at the outfall of a drain on the Upper Bazaar road.

(iEE TN Water-supply.—The revised estimate provided for Rs. 1,180. The actual
- expenditure did not exceed Rs. 1,142-0-10.

~ 25.°W Establishment.—The actual expenditure (Rs. 2,122-8-8) fell short of the
- revised estimate (Rs. 2,300) by Rs. 177-7-4, as the full strength of the establishment
~ was not employed in consequence of the difficulty experienced in procuring an
~ efficient overseer.

. 26. Tools and Plunt—The expenditure (Rs. 280-1-1) exceeded the revised
estimate (Rs. 200) by Rs. 30-1-1. The increase was caused by the purchase of a
larger number of tools than was anticipated when the estimate was prepared.

ERRRR A

T Ajer 27. Grant 2, Education.—The estimated prdﬁsion in the budget for the year
: < was Rs. 9,950. Tt was increased in thie revised estimate to Rs. 10,770. The expen-

diture, however, did not exceed Rs, 10,387-8-1. The schools aided and maintained
were the Breek’s Memorial High school, Municipal bazaar and Kandal schools and the
Muhammadan school, the Church Mission schools at Metucherry with a secondary
department, Kandal, Bandyshola and old Ootacamund, the Wesleyan Mission school
and 8t. Joseph’s school.

28. TheBreek’s Memorial High School—The changes made during the year were
the ereation of the post of an assistant master on Rs. 100 per mensem and a clerk on
Rs. 15, the services of the Brahmin assistant on Rs. 60 being dispensed with and
a Eurasian appointed in his place from January 1897, Gueat difficulty has been
experienced in securing a suitable person for the post of assistant master and Mr.
Kelly, who at present fills it, is not considercd qualified by the Inspector of Schools,
- Western Circle. The teaching staff therefore is still not as efficient as it should be.

. Notwithstanding this, the number of boys 1n the school on the 31st March 1897 rose
~ to 80 against 63 on the 31st March 1896. In the uppér secondary there were 13, in
~ the lower secondary 21 and in the primary school 46. The school received from

Provineial funds Rs. 3,210-0-10. The school-fees, rent from Church cottage, &e.,

amounted to Rs. 3,470-12-0. The total receipts were therefore Rs. 6,630-12-10
against Rs. 5,406-15-0 in 1895-96. The expenditure amounted to Rs. 7,481-8-4
and exceeded the receipts by Rs. 800-11-6 which was met from Municipal funds.

The average net cost per pupil in the upper secondary department was Rs. 52-12-8,

in the lower secondary Rs. 11-12-7 and in the primary schools Rs. 3-6-2 against

Rs. 106-8-10, Rs. 54-9-7 and Rs. 13-1-3 in the year 1895-96.. The Inspector of
- Schools, Western Cirele, in his report, dated the 27th May 1897, remarks—

“ The general educational gualifications of the subordinate staff are not up to the mark. A
nate in science or mathematies should have been introduced as suggested in Proceedings
0. 8349, dated 4th August 1896. Mr. Sidney Smith does not seem to hold any certificate 1n
drawing ”. .
' «The further increase in the attendance since the last inspection is noted with satisfaction. ”
“The headmaster’s suggestion to admit native boys into the scheol at the standard rate of
. fees is calculated to im?rove the strength. The appearance of a Badaga in the upper secondary
section is encouraging.’
¢ Public examinations—Matriculation, total failure ; Lower Secondary, poor.

“ General impression— The school is improving. The pupils were cleanly dressed and gene-
rally well behaved. Discipline and tone left nothing to be desired.”

29. The average attendance in the secondary schools was 26 against 15 in
1895-96 and in the primary schools 137 against 132. The total number of boys
in the schools aided and maintained from Municipal funds was 763 against 765 in
1895-96. The Assistant Inspector of Schools remarks in statement No. I that—

2



A ¥ 32. Grant 3, Sanitation and Medical Se
bt ,ﬁ/‘—’ Rs. 25,571=TT-6. [FFatts short of the revised ¢
AnAY 2L the actuals for 1895-96 by Rs. 1,483-0-T.
/

Vel 30. The percentage of children under instruction of school-going age taken nt.i
: cent. ¢ ‘populatic ‘29 against 79-80 in 1895-96. - it} 48
15pereent.ofth,epop}1htmnwaa‘8129agamst 9-80 in | <4
31. The educational officers are strong in their condemnation of the position of

the Municipal bazaar school, but the municipal eouncil cannot see its way either to

) ! Niat o ‘
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e year under review was one hq,;t&,
;ﬁzﬁﬁﬂ 1895-96, and so there was
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remove the school to another building or to a better locality.

* pairs of bullocks referred to in paragraph 15 (2) of the Chairman’s letter, record
fhe Proceedings of Government, N 0%95 M., dated the 18th March 1897, was :
poned owing to the want of accommodation in the municipal cattle-shed which is now
being enlarged from the loan of Rs. 2,300 obtained from the Government for the
purpose. The contribution to St. Bartholomew’s hospital and the apothecary was

. Rs. 799-13-4, The number of patients treated in the hospital was 19,966 during

* the year against 18,646 in 1895-96.

X

, 33. The work done by the municipal midwife is cited by the late Civil Surgeon
* 1n his report which is appended. She attended 42 cases, but was absent on leave for
' some time during the year on account of her marriage and her accouchement. With

reference to paragraph 3 of G.0., No. 1363 M.

pal council has resolved that the minimum number of

attend shall be six instead of four.

34. Vaccination.—The e _nditu\f"e was Rs. 384-14-4 or Rs. 4-14=4 in excess

, dated 14th Aagust 1896, the munici-
cases which the midwife should =

ce.—The expenditure amounted to
estimate by Rs. 1,028-4-6, but exceeds
The full amount included in the revised
-estimate under Conservancy—Other charges was not spent, as the purchase of the five

ed_c’ in :

®

of the revised estimate owing™o an increase under contingent charges. The number
* vaccinated during the year as 1,160, of which 1,159 were successful, viz., 513 primary
and 346 re-vaccination. C(;:iaredv with 1895-96 there was a falling off of 70 cases, and
this falling off is satisfactorily accounted for by the Civil Surgeon in his report which
accompanties. * The number of operations with animal 1

as in the year 1895-96,

35. Registration of Births and Deaths.—The expenditure, viz., Rs, 290-0-9, Ty

exceeds the revised estimate by Rs. 10-0-9, the contingent charges having exceeded

the provision made in the estimate for printing the new forms o

The number of prosecutions instituted duri
the year was 196. The average cost of each successful vaccination was 53, the

and deaths prescribed by the Government. The registers show that the number
 of births was 591 and deaths 483 against 485 and 357 in 1895-96, or per mille

prosecutions were instituted for failure to register.

fined by the Magistrate to the extent
the parties having completed with the

births and 126 deaths above those in 1895-96
cause of increase in deaths, In consequence of
near Kaity, about three miles from Ootacamund, as

Ty

of these five proved fatal

36. Conservancy and Road-cleaning cost Rs. 18,869-4-7.—Th

the provision made in the revised estimate
chase of the five pairs of bullocks required
poned for want of accommodation in the m
above. The number of bullocks maintained was 51, of these two died

of night-soil carts was increased from

of Rs. 10-6-0 and 13 cases

23-71 in 1895-96, ~ Thirty-five
In 22 cases the parties were
were withdrawn,

rules in force. In 1896-97 there were 106

re,

13 to 17 and rubbish carts from 12 to 17.

There was one sewage cart only. Three night-soil

(Rs. 19,800) by Rs. 930-11-5, as the pur-
for the conservancy department was post-
unicipal cattle-shed as stated in paragraph 82

- The Civil Surgeon has explained the

the prevalence of cholera in a village
ear Kait ; ; well as in villages in the Coimbg- *
tore district, especially Méttupdlaiyam, several eases were imported into the to ?‘ g
Prompt measures Wg ‘
places where the patients were found or died and

w
however, taken to disinfect the

the disease was not allowed to

e cost fell short of '.

. The number

hand-carts and five large iron
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t ‘ound indispensably necessary to provide large guantities of disinfectants and to print

|}/

m the' Madras Municipality. The night-soil
~depdt. The suggestion of the Sanitary Com-
L of the town in June 1896 of securing night-soil
s of colleetion was referred to a sub-committee of the
¢ 8th October 1896, but the sub-committee has not yet
4 the council with its views on the suggestion.

; m{tﬁnmhroi“ latrines was 48. The proposal to build more in the town
be carried out, as much difficulty has been experienced by the Revenue
in acquiring the land needed for the purpose. It was found necessary
ear to remove two of theurinals in the market premises, and the number of
thereby redneed from six to four. The number (46) of dustbins purchased

i

ear was larger than in previous years (viz., 20 per year). Notwithstand

38. Private Scavenging.—The allotment in the estimate and revised estimate was

+ Rs. 2,610. The expenditure did not exceed Rs. 2,611-7-9. * The number of houses
- conserved was 261 or.one more tharin the previous yeéa». The actual income amounted
to Rs. 5,781-4-0 agains

nst the revised estimate of Rs. 5,500 and the actuals of Rupees

5,238-12-0 in 1895-96. The excess is accounted for by the extra fees derived from

%gqﬁomrwmy of temporary latrines constructed for the coolies employed on the
SRS W I g

3

reclamation scheme. The charges under * Contingencies, such as cost of scaveng-

carts, &e.,” amounted to Rs. 230-15-8 against a provision of Rs. 50, as it was

e 7:1 and circulate notices for the prompt collection of the scavenging fees due by private
g5 - gl s I

individuals. The expenditure under (d) Contingencies was Rs. 925-14-6 against an

ik ~ allotment of Rs. 900 in the revised estimate. -

LD aanY

- 39. « Lpidemic Reserre.”—The expenditure incurred under this head was in con-

: formity with the rules prescribed by the Government in order, No. 1536 M , dated

9th September 1896, and amounted fo Rs, 606—4—1 against a provision in the revised

estimate of Rs. 750. The details of the temporary establishment employed on cholera

~ duty, and the payments made for the purchase of disinfectants, &e., are given in the
' statement which accompanies this report, and the sanction of the Government is

requested for the same.

40f Lighting—The expenditure, viz., Rs. 3,478-2-10, is higher than that
neurred'in 1895-96 by Rs. 359-0-8 and the allotment (Bs. 3,460) in the revised

# /estimate by Rs. 18-2-10. The reason for the increase in 1896-97 was given in para-
/"graph 16 of the Chairman’s letter recorded in G-.0., No. 595 M., dated 18th March
7 1897. The lighting work is still carried on by contract. It is not quite as satisfac-

- tory as it should be, but considering the difficulties which the contractor has to

overcome in making good the lanterns, lamps and chimneys which are stolen at nights
by some person or persons, some allowance must be made for shorteomings. The
present rate for lighting each light is As. 13-5 against As, 14 in 1896-97. The

- number of lamps during the year was 261 or ten more than in the previous year.

41. The market tolls and rents realized Rs. 8,985-13-4 against Rs. 7,810 in

1895-96 as shown in paragraph 41 of the annual report for that year. The expendi-
- ture, inclusive of interest on loans and sinking funds of Rs. 5,100, amounted to Rupees
;7¢366—8—7, leaving a balance of Rs.1,619-4-9." The market premises were much

improved during the year from the special grant given by the (Government and the

-expenditure incurred amounts to Rs. 1,460-15-8. As the general market has not
~sufficient accommodation for many of the poorer butchers’ shops, a small market near

Butcher’s street would e¢nable the municipal council to remove the beef and mutton
shops which now disfigure the Butcher’s street and keep that street in cleaner and
better order.

42. Slaughter-houses.—The amount (Rs. 4,612-8-0) realized under the head
exceeds the revised estimate by Rs, 212-8-0, but falls shoit of the actuals of 1895-96
by Rs. 397-8-0. The expenditure under establishment and eontmgenme_s amounted
to Rs. 273-6-3 and under . repairs and improvements to Rs. 878-2-7, which amount,
however, was met from the special grant given by the Government. ,
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43. The council is of opinion tﬂﬁt’ﬁw‘%@% f pens for
not be deferred any longer, as theeaﬁdemd{ sheep brought up from the p

properly housed and the sanitary eondition cﬂeg)ehm in which they are
very indifferent. S B {7 it ERYD LA

44. The Chattram—in old agraharam was maintained. The cost for establishment

was Rs. 84 and for contingencies Rs. 86-9-1. The total expenditure (Rs. 120-9-1)
exceeded the revised estimate by As. 9-1. B i ) ) b
45. Other Charges.—The work done for private individuals amounted to Rupees
1,461-12-0 or Rs. 461-12-0 more than was estimated for. Rs. 6 were spent on
rewards for killing dogs. _ .
after he killed 26 dogs and no other man in the town could be induced to take his
‘place. The charge Rs. 617-6-10 for printing exceeded the revised estimate (Rs. 500)

ptis" i e

A
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The man who agreed to do the work would not continue it -

by Rs. 117-6-10. The excess was cansed by the more extended nature of the perio- -
dical proceedings of the munieipal council. =~ Other items also exceeded the revised

estimate by Rs. 79-9-0, as many sign boards had to be renewed and new ones put up
besides the renumbering of all doors of houses in the bazaar and villages. .

46, gnt 52—The charge for office establishment was Rs. 3,313-4-9 or Rupees
/3{—],14 1 the revised estimate. The charge for establishment for collection of
unicipal taxes (Rs. 1,379-1-8) is Rs. 9-1-8 more than the revised estimate and is
due to a payment of Rs. 11-9-5 having been made to a bill-collector for arrears of
‘Salary. The purchase of account books, paper, &c., amounted to Rs. 374-2-11.
The excess of Rs. 74-2-11 is owing to a larger number of forms having been printed
during the year. For the same reason the charge under (¢) Office contingencies other
than (4) (ii) is Rs. 47-13-6 more than the amount (Rs. 500) provided in the revised
estimate. The contribution for central office and audit establishments amounted to
Rs. 654.

47. Repayment of Debt.—Rs. 2,352-4-4 were paid towards Government loans,
Rs. 1,900 were invested in Government securities on account of sinking fund for
loans raised for the market and municipal office, Rs. 9-13-10 were paid for invest-
ment, and Rs. 6,217-11-8 for interest on loans obtained from the Government and
private individuals,

48. Refund of other tham current (Collections.—The expenditure under this head
amounted to only Rs. 1,524-2-5 against an estimated provision of Rs. 1,800. The

,/

expenditure included the sumof Rs. 710-1-11 due to the Forest department referred
toin paragraph 6 of the Chairman’s letter, No. 1034, dated 20th May 1896, and

= ]

recorded in G.O., No. 1363 M., dated 14th August 1896.

49. Investments.—One lakh of rupees appertaining to the improvement of the
water-supply to this town was, with the approval and sanction of the Government,
placed in the fixed deposit in the Branch Bank of Madras for one year at 3 per cent.
mnterest. The year will expire on the 1st October 1897.

W’ &ﬁ‘ 50. Closing Balance—The closing balance was Rs. 36,924-5-1.

aé,- 51. %ﬂ&—(a) It is understood that Mr. G. T. Walch has submitted

— > to the Gov his report with plans and estimates for the improvement of the
water-supply of the town. y A

- {b) The defects in the main jptercepting sewer are being now remedied under
tha supervision of Mr. J. F. Somersgve, Executive Engineer on special duty.
- = (c) The lake reclamation scheme has not progressed so rapidly as the council
was led to hope when the work commenced last year. el i

(d) One thousand five hundred and seventy-five notices were issued during the
year for cleansing and draining insanitary compounds of houses, repairing private
latrines, lime-washing houses, trimming hedges, clearing noxious vegetation, and
securing dilapidated and ruinous houses. The largest number (878) of notices were

issued in t_he months of October and November 1896 when some cases of cholera were
imported into the town.

provisions of the Act and notices issued.

Convictions were not obtained in all

cases from the want of a special subordinate who could eollect reliable evidence and i N

conduct the prosecutions satisfactorily.

There were 308 prosecutions for non-compliance with the

e T T p g
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 on the whole, satisfactory
~ in the town. The origin

it All other causes ..

merybiu had suﬁcienl; water in them to
s AN B i
i}and adopted by the municipal council at the

;‘ ""_‘ ;f' . ENCLOSURE. g
won-Liontenant-Colonel H. D. COOK, s 5, Civil Surgeon, Ootacamund, to the

Municipal Council, Ootacamund, dated 31st May 1897, No. 219.

RN e :

] Ihﬂbﬁ‘mhonm to mbmit the annual concise medical and sanitary report on the municipal
‘town of Ootacamund for 1896-97.

. Pu —The gencral health of the people within the'limits of the municipality was,
ik prpipetni Thage:l[)n the month of ggtcﬁl)er cholera in a sporadic form made its
cases were admitted to hospital and oglthese three rgl;d. f'].‘wo deatis cgecuc&nnﬁg

ri trace to importation from a p ca
b it aA: will b[; observed from the sub-joined

Kaity where there was cholera at the time.

Eies s Io of vital sbatistics, there is an increased mortality under fevers, dysentery and diarrhcea as
compared with the pr_erions’ year.

This is due in great measure to a greater number of cases of

: Jeriy: ¢
malarial ith dysentery and diarrheea, coming into Ootacamund for treatmen
fmm mm,-om G;?lgny;lus trzcts Fo;y the Nilgiris. Several cases of pulmonary affections
occurring amongst the lower orders of natives were also treated. Knteric fever was not very

. Vitlal Statisties.

Female. Total.

283 891

T““l.'{iliﬁt ESPERSRESr i i 1haand 256 927 483

Causes of deaths.

Female, Total.

1 b
Cholera 5 £ £ ! L = 4 e
Small-pox v ois ‘e ¥ # = 78 150
Feover .. . .. ve o q 15 9 I 24

Dysentery L - < X L5 1 i
Diarrheea & 3 N = R 14 ‘ -+

Accidents ds 55 = [ = 11 ii% ilo e

Total .. | @ 483

tation i 1 ing Ootacamund
itation.—. inlast vear’s report, there are eight villages, excluding ( :

propfr g‘a’: fare cc.ms:-r::&a:fx%};il:lla;u{ﬁcipal hglolits. The Chairmq:l tqf thefmﬁlilzigglg,tt}t\:tw:i;d
ccunicil ivi very frequently inspect the sapitation of all p g
%ol:?rzﬂ:;:s si;zullld:g ep?glﬁz?:tlglﬁng:srifles iq arinals within the public market, and 24 scavengers

iy iy oate
ancy of these places. Two hundred and sixty-one priva

are employed to attee‘lixqb tomt,l:gig);}]:f?gen%, 20 scaveg]gers being employed for this purpose. As

i a4 is 11 square miles, with 68 miles of

gogitioned in the repoxt of last youts by atlif:r: farzhgﬁt:;;}l)ers employed. The number of street

metalled road, for whose surface sweeping e fofacted 48

lamps is 261 and the number of dustbins 170. Forty seven of the old on

unserviceable.

The number oi"(;a.rts for the removal of night-soil, rubbish and sewage was thirteen. In

1 ith eylindrical revolving bodies,
iti toht-soil carts from Messrs. Burn & Co. with cy lin ) os,
:1‘111221' ;Iilgfllxot-ts};io&s‘l?aﬁ);;)rltgs, ﬁ:gl'buckets from the Madras Municipality and five teak-wood rubbish

ins is carried off partly by the main
carts have been purchased. The sewage of streetsFa;dﬂ:ier::-lZlignment ol e ks

s d Ak alasiss i lake‘. of Rs. 2,545 * has been sanctioned in G.0., No.
107 M., dated 27th January 1897. The work
has just been put into hand. The reclamation

1 1 il this i ished and the sewage pipes put
i dly progressing, and until this is finis rage Pif
9ftf;h:hlgggrﬂa(.§?i; nt%: ll‘zaéillthyolf) thge town will be greatly menaced. Everg atte:xhtl?:l hlgfsl;eg ;3
th . ¢ of’the town. but the difficulty of getting mnatives to keep le fmena.
the oonssirvan yclea.n has yet to be overcome. The remarks anent the water—}slupp y o ‘ef, eé)wtx;
Dot s oo g g i, e L P
water- )

Ianl:;K ?:;2; :re: ?’B(S’:vryb:(f%::a ésovfe(;;:n:ntg.enz:other source of water is from wells, of which there are

i d of others inferior.
about 150 in the town. - The water of some of them is good and o :

* Shoald be Rs. 25,450.
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Suocessful,

:u.,_;. u and B that no prosecutions were

m&vﬁbﬂsoithemunioipaﬁtyisaproper ] $
the exccutive is at present very weak in this fw»”:’.-,‘ |
b ' - G G280

1895396 -0y . 1,238 1,229 3 6 631
1806-9F fainrivin 1,160 1,159 A 1 675 gy 1

e

In spite of the energetic manuer in which the municipal vaccinator performs his d i ";
the insﬁ:.ll)ltion of 196 prosecutions under the compulsory vaccination clauses, and the '; | e e o Y y
number of operations is in excess of the birth-rate, there has bee.n a smallel: number than ls 4 oAt i ik
year. This is due to the fact that the population of Ootacamund is of a floating character. 643 e

4. Hospitals and Dispensaries.—The municipality possesses no hospital of its ow
therefore contributes Rs. 500 annually towards the upkeep of 8t. Bartholomew’s hospital a
ives an allowance of Rs. 25 per mensem to the medical subordinate attached to the he
e other medical institution is the Hamnett dispensary at Kandal, which is entirely g
by Mr. G. Hamuvett, c...e., the Chairman of the municipality., A pensioned hospital
is still in charge. v TEIeE
The following shows the attendance of patients during the last two years :—

Year In-patients. Out-patients. Total, =

(Signed)  J. H. TREMENHEERE,
Sk ¥ Collector.

L At SR LR SRR B SO B R 18,646
1896-97 .o .o ae . . 973 18,993 19;9.36 r “‘g'

Ninety-two lying-in cases were attended to in hospital during the year. The reason uf
decrease is due to a change of midwives in hospital and to the municipal midwife who pre

outside becoming better known. The number of cases attended to by the laiter during the
under report was 42, 4 h

p

VW e

, D.Noiss. L
Forwarded. . s = : 3

2. Paragraph 5.—Statement IV-B shows that4he arrears of Rs. 787 extend.
part so far back as the year 1892 and concern private scavenging fees and taxes ¢
arts, buildings, lands or water. A vigorous effort is needed to collect these o
arrears at once or to ascertain which are irrecoverable, The statement seems to point

want of proper staff or organization. So too the balanc f Rs. 2 of t
1896-97 demand of Rs, 61,048 dppears too large. ce o ,049 out (?f :

TE 2

8. Paragraph 13.~The balance of Rs, 112 under rivate scavengi s ¥ ‘f »
statement IV-A would seem to show neglect of the orderlz: of Govemm!;%l:lg)rmoo]leg,'i& CHTR e ol
tion prior to service, ‘ - + & peit 3685
4. Paragraph 14.—Application has been made to G » / yos | ¥
acquire land for latrines. 3 : g i compulcm;ily { R “1‘!’
5. Paragraph 17.—The market and the slaughter. i Py 5
sl slaughter-houses have been grectly ‘ ‘

6.. Paragraph 28.—The Breek’s Memorial school : 3 :
it is exceedingly hard to get an offi school requires considerate

cient staff on the pay that can be afforded, and vet
the school on the whole 1s promisin and t; i : hi
tionately high. E g and meefs a definife want b&a cost not propor- ¢

1. Paragraph 34.—Tt has been ob
non-vaccination were compounded.

8. Paragraph 35.—The improvement of vital regi ion i ing * 1
view of the considerable inereasg in the town sin i gt A A =

3 ce the last census, it is probable that
a per-milleage rate of 39-26 understates the births. The Civi : pro 2t
cipal or medical staff worked hard to arrest the cholera.  bivil Surgeon and the muni=

9. Paragraph 36.—The delay of th oy : 3 , :
October 1896 is regretable, > © ¢ Sub-committee on night-soil depdts from Sth

10. P o - . N T
Sl aragraph 40.—As the Chairman admits, the lighting of the town is

served that nearly all the prosecutions for '
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are compared below with the budget and revised - (247
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? | . e - i 18A9ct Estln%ate, Es g § p
# ; ’ otk | 8 8989 7189 47 1894 —57.
g (T o -f Ea i : Rs \ Rs. \ Rs. Y Rs. ¥
R B L b hes i HE3T EAEY1 | Receipts. "
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. e el 54 HEE fees . o L 4 x (/0,/_ /Rp0 | [Rov ?.97 -
i s okt N B o) iyt /ﬂlﬁ /220 /470 /88T
i 3"?«, : B‘xmas under Municipal and,other Acts 5 te oo . 4oo  $3%|
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Water-supply .. “o . ‘# .. .o ‘2;:{ 3l
Establishment .. . . » 40 4;.”"
Tools and Plant and other Stores .ot .. . /*‘_': =
~ Contributions for Public Works it s s :‘4 -
" f ¥ 4 \
Y o * ,row o r&‘z# ) J ,
Grant 11— | 4 P
Training Schools e .o % s 3
Municipal Schools— , P
(@) On the Balary System % & - . _,\’ ,Aﬂ ;/ 5
(b) On the Salary Result Systam .o : i 135 %4 v
Salary Grants .. s e | 4 /,‘!o,zv 4 200 / /obl
Result Grants .. /50 - doo a 00; :
Gl‘ants .. » " o‘: . 87.‘{ Xa i;olt
. - TR TN 0 >
Inspection e .- 3= A o /2y /30 % .. {902
Miscellaneous .. e " ik 14 o 1 60 5(1-.-..,..,1@
i 7 v r;, : [m; 3 1 -
| B ek
Grant III— X : Pulis.
Hospitals and Dispensaries Y 284| ,)' TR0l a9 :
Contributions L6818 . &{0 £ 1,‘6 ¢
Vaccination spilias g ; 401 360 / 280 /. 38
Registration of Births and Deuths o> 3 2V l‘o 280 ?
Conservancy, Road-cleaning and Road-watering ’,
Total ..
Graxt IV— :
Lighting 1% - ya g3 a5
Markets and Slaughter-houses i
Choultries ¢ A o
Traveller’'s Bungalows o “
Avenues i

Fublic Garden, Survey of Land Fu‘e and other eharges.

TO@&I B

Grant V— '
Supervision and Management .

Repayment of Debt
Interest on loan
Advances Recoverable

Refunds

Diseount ¥
Pensions and Gratuities
Investments .
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Estimate for Estnnate for :

1806 -97 . | 189%-47".

‘ﬁ#ﬂ\ o BERRRAL = s WepRE
. $53 1433 : 4 DALANCE BROUGHT FOKWARD—
%ﬁnm‘u o mn i swzg

E

~ a. Municipal Fund
b. Endowments
'c. mor-tax‘: Fﬁi& \

X sl

a. Tax on arts, &e. (section 53)
b. Tax on buildings (section 63) ..
¢. Tax on lands (section 63) L]

d. Water-tax on buildings and lands
(section 75) Gt

i %ax on vehicles with springs and
palanquins (section 77) i

f. Tax o animals (section 77) .. |

g. Tax on carts and other vehicles
without springs (section 85) ..

k. Tolls (section 91)—
Gross receipts s
Less Local Fund share

4 i bl
iy e #

. T w4 Mgty
i gt 37

i. Penalties on account of—

R

Tax on arts e
Tax on buildings

Tax on lands .. A

Water-tax on b\uldmgs.,and :

lands 3 .

A

Tax on vehmles, &o.

vi. Tax on animals ..

vii. Tax on carts, &ec.
vii. Evasion of tolls .. 5
3. ReauizationNs nuﬁnn SprciaL Acrs—
a. Pounds - ..
b. Ferry rents .. i
¢. Fees under Act IT of 1888

Carried forward ,,

o
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S 38 il. License fees ” £

iii. Cartstand fees PE

iv. Other;fees & 5
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s00

ii. Other purposes - (Moo . 2806 |-|6

' £
| {. Interest on investments ‘ s
i. General, including choul- s *{
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