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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

i VTeIfe am from the Government of India, Home Department, dated 12th
ebruary 1897.

- No. 460, Sanitary. The Government of India have carefully considered your
elegram of the 8th instant and the protest of the citizens of Madras communicated
in the telegram dated 10th instant from Chairman of Public Meeting. Inquiry was
e on the 9th from the Bombay Government in order to ascertain what number
yilgrims are likely to proceed to Calcutta and Madras in order to sail for Hedjaz.
Reply not yet received, but proportion of pilgrims who are ordinarily residents of
Bom zay Presidency is stated by Government of Bombay to be only 10 per. cent.
reat majority of éi]grims belong to Northern India, and instructions have been
1 to all local Governments to inform intending pilgrims that Bombay is closed
as port of departure and to endeavour to dissuade them from going on pilgrimage
his year, and also to Bombay Government to if possible persuade such as arrive
in Bombay to return to their homes. In these circumstances the Government of
India trust that numerous gangs of pilgrims will not come to Madras as stated in
my telegram of 6th. Bombay Government has been asked to arrange for isolation
of all pilgrims leaving Bombay for Madras or Calcutta and by orders issued on 10th
under Epidemic Diseases Act, Government of Bengal has directed that no pilgrim
from whatever place he may have come shall leave Calcutta for the Hedjaz unless
he has been unger continuous medical observation for at least seven days in place
appointed by local Government and is pronounced free from infection before depar-
ture by medical officer in charge of that place, arrangements being made for this
bservation to be carried out at place at distance from Calcutta and Government of
ndia cannot think that if similar complete arrangements are made by Madras Gov-
rnment Madras will be in any danger of being quarantined. Government of India
‘had, prior to issue of orders closing Bombay and Karachi, inquired from Bombay
Government whether any port on West Coast could be made port of departure for
pilgrims and bad been reluctantly compelled to accept that Government’s opinion
tﬁmt no place was suitable. A number of cases of plague have been reported in
Ratnagiri district which renders it impossible to make either Ratnagiri or Vingorla
ace of departure. Governmenf of India, while encouraging efforts to dissuade
uhammadans from leaving on pilgrimage this year are very averse from issuing
~orders having effect of stopping it which would be misunderstood and likely they
ear to cause great irritation in Northern India. ’
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Secretary of State and the Government of India protesting against Madras




- GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

AL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

—

Home Department,( 60, Sanita@

bruary 1897. , 507 5w g s o

t of India have carefully considered your telegram of the
rotest of /citizens of Madras communicated in the telegram
stant from Chairman of Public Meeting. Inquiry was made on the
m the Bombay Government in order to ascertain what number of pilgrims
kely to proceed to Calcutta and Madras in order to sail for Hedjaz. Reply
%qt yet received, but proportion of pilgrims who are ordinarily residents of
Bombay Presidency is stated by Government of Bombay to be only 10 per. cent.
majority of pilgrims belong to Northern India, and instructions have been
ed to all local governments to inform intending pilgrims that Bombay is closed
of departure and to endeavour to dissuade them from going on pilgrimage
nd also to Bombay Government to if possible persuade such as arrive
mbay to return to their homes. In these circumstances the Government of
trust that numerous gan%of pilgrims will not come to Madras as stated in
my telegram of 6th. Bombay Government has been asked to arrange for isolation
of all pilgrims leaving Bombay for Madras or Calcutta and by orders issued on 10th
under Epidemic Diseases Act, Government of Bengal has directed that no pilgrim
- from whatever place he may have ‘come shall leave Calcutta for the Hedjaz unless
. he has been under continuous medical observation for at leasé seven days in place
appointed by local Government and is pronounced free from infection before depar-
ture by med?i,cal officer in charge of that place, arrangements being made for this
‘observation to be carried out at place at distance from Calcutta and Government of
India cannot think that if similar complete arrangements are made by Madras Gov-
ernment Madras will be in any danger of being quarantined. Government of India
had, prior to issue of orders closing Bombay and Karachi, inquired from Bombay
Government whether any port on West Coast could be made port of departure for
pilgrims and had been reluctantly compelled to accept that Government’s opinion
that no place was suitable. A number of cases of plague have been reported in
Ratnagiri district which renders it impossible to make either Ratnagiri or Vingorla
place of departure. Government of India, while encouraging efforts to dissuade
Muhammadans from leaving on pilgrimage this year are very averse from issuing
orders having effect of stopping it which would be misunderstood and likely they

‘ e great irritation in Northern India. —
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