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SEWAGE-FED FISH.
AN interesting question has been raised as to the extent to which the
germs of disease contained in the sewage of towns poured into our rivers
may be brought back tous by sewage-ied fish _caught. Certain fishes— |
trout, for example—avoid sewage, but many others are greaf.‘l?' attracted
by its warmth and by its richness in microscopic forms o life. Mr.
Lawrence-Hamilton, writing on this sub{ect, says that cod, turbot, |
sprats, herrings, pilchards, oysters, clams, limpets, ?eriwiuk]es,
mussels, sea anemones, scallops, lobsters, crabs are fond o sewage-fed
water in moderate amounts ; whilst grei mullet. eels, tench, and carp can
thriveand revel in those which are much more filth-polluted. With regard
to fish proper it is alwa presumed that they are
d thoroughly eooked, both of
jons. The softening of gelatine takes place ggg_ below boiling tempera- |
te, yet we all know how often the flesh of fish fails to come easil off |
the bones. In {mxd,_tq whitebait our dependence upon the complete-
ness of the cooking is absolute. Immature herrings, sprats, ete., called
and uncleaned.
“ Whitebait,”

“whitebait,” are always eaten whole, unbled, ungutted,
and, too often like other bigger fish, insufficiently cooked.

eutfalls.”

polluted water lies against the molluses.
mussels, etc., are said to thrive in water which is moderately con-
g taminated by sewage; and while oysters are habitually eaten quite raw,
the others only receive such a modicum of cooking as will facilitate their
removal from their shells. How far the consumption of these creatures
is a common cause of disease it is im ossible to say. The probabilities
are that it is onl{vund'er very special circumstances that they convey

direct infection. here, however, they dwell on areas subject to an
oceasional poliution of considerable intensity the coincidence mustnow
aa_d again happen of their being taken to market containing a much
stronger charge of sewage than our knowledge of their ordinary life
history would warrant one in expecting. Nor must one forget that the
waterin which they maf' be kept after capture, and a portion of which is
swallowed along with the delectable morsel, is derived from unknown
and.pogiﬂbly uncleanly sources: and is exposed to many chances of con-
tamination.

_———

thoroughly cleaned |
i which are, to say the least, nmere assump- &

says Mr. Lawrence-Hamilton, “are frequently taken from about sewer

The worst indietment, however, afainst t(;xe tinhabitnﬁts of sewk:ige- ¥
ysters, scallops, cockles, i
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