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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Proceédings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement, Land
Records and Agriculture), No. 511, dated 19th July 1897 :—

Read—the following letter from V. A. BRODIE, Esq., Collector of Gdddvari, to
the Famine Secretary, dated Camp, Aftili, 4th July 1897, Ref. on (.
No. 2265-Ver, :—

T have the honour to report with regret that the South-west monsoon has not yet
really set in in this district, and that there has hitherto been practically no rain
worthy of the name in a great portion of the District. Next to Bhadrdchalam. the
portion of the district, that gives the greatest cause for anxiety is the Chintalapudi
Division of the Ellore taluk. Portions of the Pedddpuram, Rajahmundry and Yernagi-
dem taluks come next, but up to date nothing serious has been reported from th?sﬁe
quarters. The Ellore Deputy Collector to-day reports for the first time, on the stren th
of a report from the Deputy Tahsildar of Chintalapudi Division théxt the conditg
of about 1,500 of the labouring classes in the Northern half O’f the Chintdla :1(211'1
Division is very bad, as there is no local demand for labour, and they are har(;l Pl’:)ll
to maintain themselves in health and strength by the very little they can get g’ a be
sale of soap nut and ravi leaves for fodder. The jungle roots, which form Ithe Fo nd ‘;:' :he
jungle classes (Naiks, &e.) to some extent, are also not available now on gee ”t Of :
want of rain. The number of beggars from the adjoining villages of H:OIILI{' (1)1 the
the Nizam’s dominions is also, he reports, increasing. ~ He states tl:z;t hith lt? }llg e
has offered to get work forat famine wages, have all refused them. s t Srip Wioke, e
as much now by begging and selling what they can get to sell : bl;t o b]g}: are getting
'becor;m% }(I)V(;done, heC rlelports that test relief measures are des,irablc. BEIDE D0¥

. The Deputy Collector who was away from the ‘ : £
duty is just now touring in the Chintalapu({i Division sil&]l;l'(}ﬁfgz (;n Jamabandi
result of his own observations in a few duys. In the meantime Ih 3 to EPATS e
instructed I;im to start a test relief work at once and to offer ’Worka(v)e,t;: oy (.le.la}.”
of the Famine Code to all, that ask for it, if he is satisfied that theren' e‘con(?mons
such a work. I shall report again on hearing from him., 18 necessity for

3. T'have only just closed the jamabandi of the Tanuku tal
! g b uk
to Cocanada to-nlght.;.. .I have already instructed the Deputy Colleté?(;irsagll
the Head-quarters division and the sub-division to i

Pedddpuram a?'df Rajahmundry taluks and to report i
require any relief just now or in the near future, but h i

from e-nthe?, though I have telegraphed to the f[ead-qi;:te?so tDy:;ul:t;ceE?Voei(lierg by
expedite his, as I hear from unofficial sources that distress is increasing and ] ?clt‘ b
acute.m the' 'Ijum_ Division. I have also instrueted him to open a test relief ‘ge -km%
once in antlelpatmn_ of sanction, if he thinks there is any chance of suoﬁ aOI ?k
attracting labourers in any part of his Division. They have, however had. mnre“;-('n'
in Ra]ahmundry. and Pedddpuram than elsewhere. Last night there’ was some r:;n
here, and I hear it was general as far as Rajahmundry for certain. 1 hope and beli;vg
it was gex}eml throughout the District. There are also signs of more rain to-day which
I trust, will not prove fallacious. The Delta water-supply, I am thankful to say, is fair,
except in Bhimavaram. As soon as I receive reports [ will at once procee(,i to thé
worst places and see that what is wanted is being done, though I hope last night’s

returning
charge of
uspeet the worst portions of the
f the poorer classes are likely to

rain has improved matters by giving agricultural operations a fair start everywhere as

it has done here.

4. In the case of Bhadrdchalam T fear things remain in sfafu quo and more funds
are wanted to enable me to send up large quantities of grain, The loss is debited to

-“ :
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the Famine Relief fund, of which I have some Rs. 4,000 still to use for the purpose ; but
this is not enough to purchase within the first instance, and I must use Government
money as an advance to pay ready money in Rajahmundry. I can purchase cheaper
too, paying ready money. As grain takes a very uncertain time going up the river,
T have now ordered the Tahsildar of Rajahmundry to send up 1,000 bags of cholam, of
which the initial cost will be about Rs. 6,000 including conveyance, and the last lot
has not yet been all sold and the value brought to credit. 1In consideration of these
circumstances and the grave probability that exists that it will be necessary to start
some small relief works in other parts of District, I earnestly request that I may be
given a further grant of Rs. 20,000 for famine relief, making Rs. 30,000 in all. This,
of course, will be quite inadequate if it should be necessary to start relief works on an
extensive scale in the plains in the upland taluks, but I fully trust this will not be
necessary as if we get rain, and it is now more than due, very few will come to relief
works. I further request that the Rs. 20,000 I now ask for may be placed at my
disposal by wire.

5. Asregards the agency outside Bhadrdchalam, I think, there is no fear. Chdda-
varamu got 3% inches of rain on the 18th ultimo and Yellavaram has all along this
year been the best off portion of the District for rain. Mr. Phillips was at Janga-
reddigudem on the 17th ultimo and wrote that the Koya headmen there and other
villagers represented to him that they could get along if the rains came soon and were
fair. Polavaram Division too is generally not badly off for rain as the Papikonda hills,
and the river seem to attract it and they must have had several showers this week,
though I have not got figures. I trust, too, they got rain last night. T have, however,
ordered the Deputy Tahsildar to report how the people are getting on after touring
through the inland parts and at once report to me if there are signs of distress. I
have not yet proposed the appointment of an additional temporary Tahsildar for
Bhadrdchalam on Rs. 150, as the Tahsildar’s duties there are generally nominal, but as
the taluk is a big one and he has some other work, though not very much I think, the
time has now come to give him some such assistance. He can still do useful work in
connection with the famine in the neighbourhood of Bhadrdchalam, but his co-adjutor
must be put in special charge of this part of his work, because the present Tahsildar is
Distriet Munsif and most of his work in ordinary years consists in trying civil suits.
The appointment will, I hope, only last to the end of August. I trust the Famine
Commissioner will obtain sanction for_this also.

—— —

Resolution—No. 511, dated 19th July 1897.

From the report read above, it appears .tl.xa:t the‘ Rortions of the District which
give cause for anxiety are the Chintalapudi Division ot Ellore taluk', the Tuni Division
of Pedddpuram taluk, and parts of Rajahmundry and Yernagidem taluks. The
Collector, however, expresses the hope that a fall of rain, of which there appeared
promise at the time of his writing, on 4th July, might alter conditions very much for
the better. The following falls have been registered in the District since that date :—

Woek Week “:ieek . Week
g endin ending e ending endin
Stations. 10th July | 17th July sy 10th Jaly | 17¢h July
1597. 1897. 1897. 1897.
1. BhadrAchalam .. ot b 005 1'10 14. Amaldpuram . ie .1 043 050
2. Chédavaramn o~y o - 3:22 2:66 15. Razole " "e .. .. 032 043
3. Yellavaram A R o 1:09 g 16. Narsapuram o N b 0:20 031
4. Tuni 73 AL £i ol 2:69 182 17. Bhimavaram 4t R b1 | 017 0-39
GBS BithApuram . “oi= .y ey | 0008 1-10 |18, Pentapad .. .. .. ..| 18 105
6. Prattipadu % T Y. 187 ) il 19, Tanuku .. A s e 2:A8 C 076
7. Peddépuram ., i % 041 069 90. Chintalapudi 1K e 117 1-28
8. Bajahmundry .. .. .| 842 0478 0 101 TUTEO L 3ei aiibdon o vk fabed| i m OrAE 002
9. Cocanada, .. 13 L, iy 027 057 22. Polavaram i1 e o 114 1-72
10. Coringa .. e ] L 2:01 0:77 23. Tallapudi .. 1 5 . 1-18 0'83
11, Alamur ., e ale i 116 0+75
12. Ramachandrapuram . & 0:94 " 0-75 Total ..| 2645 2279
13. Kottapeta oo .o . 078 076
Average ., 1I'15 0-99
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The fall has been fairly general throughout the District, except in Bhadrdchalam,
and has been good in the portions that give cause for anxiety. 1t is, however, a fact
that the harvest in the uplands was poor, and in Rajahmundry bad and prices are
affected by adjoining distriets, both ragi and cholam being dearer than the scarcity rate.

9. The Collector reports that people are not willing to accept employment on
famine conditions. In the earlier stages of distress, there is always a tendency,

even among those who are really feeling the pinch, to assert that they are not
prepared to accept anything which involves their having to undergo any test of
their necessity. The further reports from his Divisional Officers, referred to by the
Collector in paragraphs 2 and 3 of his letter, should be submitted for the information
of the Famine Commissioner and will, it is presumed, give information as to the fate of
the test-works proposed to be opened in Chintalapudiand Tuni. The Collector makes
no specific mention of kitchens being opened in conneetion with the works, but in as-
much as he has directed the Deputy Collector to offer work on the conditions of the
Famine Code to all that ask for it, it is presumed that he realises that employment
at a famine wage constitutes no real test, unless arrangements are made to support
gratuitously those dependants of the workers who are unable to work themselves : In
the present case, howevyer, there appears to be a good opportunity to introduce in lace
of tl}e hard-a_nd-fast system of the Famine Code, the intermediate works sch,emep th
details of which are to be found in G.O., No. 430 of 1897. The question of the ;Na ;
under that scheme has beer under correspondence with Government, but the Famiig.le
Commissioner has had the opportunity of discussing the matter with Mr. Higham, c.x Ee
and his opinion 1s that, in the carlier stages of famine, it is better to start ;1 lar o
work, with an ample wage on piece work, for men, the object being to attract t]gae
men, not the women. The Collector has, probably, no large works; but he might
start the largest at his disposal on the piece-work system, giving the men a wage
higher than the ordinary wage, out of which a margin will be left for their dependani?s
It would be preposterous and impossible for this wage fo vary for each man accordi ;
';geg;e m'i‘?lljber olfl hm;; %epen(;ia'lllts, but the sum of 5 annas might be tried as an expe;lig
; is will not be a daily wage, but a wage for such an 3
g:lﬁoll)lee dOI’ll‘eh byGan honest 1_qullf %a)é’s work, and {:ghe workers Wﬂf?ﬁll;nﬁeoi)ggrgf sw(}zlirt
: e Government of India contemplates the intermedi
:}tlyle them,.lqelng executed under the superir?tendence of the vﬁ?;Z?Rzggﬁnzs tl?iey
e supervision of the Revenue officers. The Collector should see that offioor
who really und(?rstands, and means, work is put to look after such wor]::mfe £
are very much in the _nature of an experiment, and the Famine C'ommissioi: il
s;s;ngum‘e. of success in their management, but District officers should 1 lfr i
the position, and try to make the best of them. If, as is feared i dike Th
present the{nselves, the Collector had better r.evert: to theeare Sl iyl
Code reporting the matter. He should in any case mamembeP r(ﬁrllsmns ok
a test, must be very strictly carried out, and no n’lalingerin ¢ ofat o e work M
allowed. For malingering, fining may be allowed down tog:che axiy ond shoti,
but, to avoid punishing the innocent with the guilty, it sh Jla A U
separate the malingerers and task them sepa.rately.g &l i attempted to

3. The Collector has taken u i I E
g ) pon himself the .
consignment of grain up to Bhadrichalam, which ;::Iffv:lgl:;';mﬁbi)rdempg a fresh
action is, under the circumstances, approved, and Government wi]lyb: ?nggét (:1E[ tls

ed to

place at his disposal by wire the Rs. i
of Famine Relief. . ot B BRI purptsca

4. The request for the appointment of a Deputy Tahsi i b
of Bhadrdchalam of his ordinary work is supporféldsi)y ihiﬂ%%ﬁelclmufig\:igxfﬂd“

5. The report will be submitted, with these remarks, for the information of Gov-

ernment, with the request that early orders may be passed upon the application for |

funds and establishment referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4 of these Proceedings.
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6. The attention of the Collector of Kistna was already called to the condition of

e .
lli'l:l:lr),:lgl taluks in B.P., No. 477, dated 30th June 1897.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed L. E. BUCKLEY,
Famine Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

Copy to the Collector of Gédévari.
» 7] 2 of Kistna.
» » » of Kurnool.

Orper—No. 667, Revenue, dated 2nd August 1897.

| _ The Government sanctions the ap-

pointment of a Special Deputy Tahsildar
. : to relieve the Tahsildar of Bhadrichalam
of his ordinary work. The Collector of Géddvari will be informed accordingly by wire.

(True Extract.)

»
K‘_/ v l//‘}‘e‘ L St

for Ag. Secretary to Government.

Miscellaneous.

To the Famine Commissioner.
,» the Financial Department.
,, the Accountant-General.
the Public Works Department.
" the Local and Municipal Department

»

%xd. C. M. Thumbuswamy:

80 Copies.

taluks, as also that of the Collector of Kurnool to the Markapur and
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