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The Secretary to Government,

4

Local and Municipal Department,

TFort Saint George.

With reference to G.0. No.90 M.Mis., dated 238 e

1
y

January 1897, I have the honor to state that I am in =-===
communication with the Surgeon General &s to accommodation
equipment and personnel.

e I do not think that the soundness of segregation
in the Royapuram liﬁes, Women's and Chilareﬁ's Hospital
and Xistnampet cholera shed or the temporary sheds at ====
Perambore and Cassimode can be questioned.

3. 1 forward for the info mation of Government a

copy of & statement I made at the General Meeting held ‘===4

yesterday-the 25th.

4. I-also forward a 7 . telegram just receliv=iiy

ed from the owner of the. house at Perambore, which shows &

the urgency ei’lar special legislation.

I have the honor to, beé,:
Sir,

/}9ur most obedient servant,:

Col LA el .01

President, Jfunl. Commn
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Perambore for bospital purposes, and a special cart meets the
teain .:n Peram houtoeoun‘y lu!eeud;. wmm“ w-:’mu-
spitals and more are to be engaged if necessary.
mt ‘bas rendered most valuable assistance in
placing the vacant Regimen
puram and the late Women's and Children's Hospital at the
disposal of the Municipality for the same purpose.
num»-wmhudymmmmm
at Kistnampett if necessary. : -
Shonld this accommedation prove insufficient further will
have to be provided, ;
x:nog-up;hmbdngmmtor equipping these several

v

with hospital nmwm;i:d and u:;.pl rge
 with Government to supply Decessary
ubuﬁumm!nwuliﬁinhhm and to place them
under the general superintendence of the District Surgeons.
1 have addressed Clovernment on the question of special
Jegislation on the lines of the resolutions referred to by the
interpellator. These resolutions were passed under a special
section in the Calcutta Act to which there is no correspond-
ing section in the Madras Act. £
The Government of Madras has telegraphed to the Goveran-
ment of India on the subject, and I have reason to believe
that they are prepared to legislate so as to give theCommission
ers every power that may be necessary to grapple with the
emergency- 2
So far 1 think we may say that all buman endeavouars have
been taken. s : ;
1 have hitherto adopted a policy which may be summed up
in the following words, which I wrote to the Chief Secretary
to Government o far back ns the 14th Ostober last, * Every-
thing is being done as quietly as possibie s0o #as not to alarm
the public unnecessarily.”. 1 take this opportuvity of
expressing my thanks to the Commissioners for the confidence
they have reposed io the Execative, 3 ¢

o

T

ntal Hospital and lines at Roya-

(d), (£}, and (g) of Section 385 of the said Act.
LA gg'w(:l)ungh‘eomdodu in the opinion
the on,tonhb‘ the inmates

I

“on some conspicuous par

‘owner or the occupier, if actually residing in the dwelling,
the tenants, or the actual inmates thereof, to abate
overcrowding within twenty-four hours by reducing
nomber of lodgers, tenants, or cther inmates of the
dwelling prescribed in the notice;and in de

“ .
| of compliance with the requisition in the said

;

~may summarily eject all the inmates, or
reduce the number of inmates in such manner and to
| such extent as may appear necessary ; and the owner or
the occupier or the tepnants or the actual inmates of such
dwelling shall not be entitled as of right to claim any com-
pensation on account of sach ejection.

5. When a dwelling bas, in the opinion of the Health

may summarily cause suoch.dwelling to be vacated and
thoroughly cleansed and disinfected , and the dwelling shall
not be re-occtpied until in the opinion of the Health Officer
aud the Medical Board, it is safe to be re-occupied ; and the
owner or the occupier or the tenants or actual inmates thereof
shall not be entitled as of right to claim compensation
on this account. A\
6. If, in the opinion of the Health Officer, the ‘destruc
of any but or shed is necessary to prevent the sp
plague, and such ‘ Ci
deputed by the Medical Board, the Commissioners
marily take measures for the destruction of such hut o)
and of the »namhlsﬂud of 'ﬂhgi:h “o:l:hnm G
person shall be en asa t to com 0
any loss or damage sustained by him by reason of tha

destruction of anyhut or shed under the powers conferred
by this regulation. € ; TEpLIL

7. No rag-picking shall be permitted in tha streats or else-
where, and the Commissioners may, in their discretion, disin-
fect at their own cost or destroy any collection of rags in
rag-pickers' houses and rag-stores without being required to
pay any compensation whatsSoever.

8. The Commissioners may select a site and erect a hos-
pital thereon, or convert any house or other buildiog into a
hospital for the isolation of patients suffering from the plague
io any locality which in ths opinion of the Health Officer
of the Corporation may be suitable for the purpose,

9. Any house or other building which is in the opinion of
the Health Officer anda Medical Officer deputed by the
Medical Board suitable and required for the purpose of an
isolation hospital may be entered upon aud occupied by the
Commissioners (if untenanted) without any notice whatso-
ever; and if tenanted,after twenty-four hours’ notice in writing
conspicuously posted on such house or building) and con-
verted into a hospital for plague patients ; acd the owners or
the lessee of such house or building sball not be entitled to
claim from the Commissioners anything beyond a reasonable
rent for the period during which the house or building may
remain in their occupation : provided always that the Com-
missioners shall be bound to thoroughly cleanse, disinfect,
and limewash the housc or building both internally and
externally, before vacating it,

10. The Commissioners shall provide suitable conveyances
for the free carriage of persons suffering, or suspected to be
suffering, from the plague, and for the transportof any
clothing, bedding, or other articles which have been
exposed to infection, and it shall be lawful for them to
drive such conveyances through aoy public and private
thoroughfare.

11. When in any dwelling there is a patient suffering, or
suspected to be suffering, from the bubonic plague the
Commissioners may enter that dwelling and take measures
for segregating and isolating the patient within such dwell-
ing, so far as the circumstances of the case may admit to
the satisfaction of the Health Officer of the Corporation, and
when the patient, whether a male or femals, is certified by
the Health Officer and a Medical Officer deputed by the
Medical Board to be withoat proper lodging.
(True Extract.)
(8d,) J. N1gLp Cook, D.P.H.,
Healtk Officer,

Madras Municipality,
(True Copy) G. M. J. Moogk Lt.-Col,

President, Muanl. Commn.

Suggestions for Special Powers to Deal with the
Bubonic Plague.
The PRESIDENT. e
Sie,—Section 130 of the Public Health Act (England)
1875 enables the Local Government Board to make spe-
cial regulations and put them in forcein times of extra-
ordinary epidemies, The city of Madres Municipal Act
makes 1o such provision, and as the powers conferred by
it are in my opinion quite inadequate for the purpose,
I think that Government .might be asked to pass a
small emergency Act confarring temporarily upon us the
powers that we require.

1. The first requirement is compulsory notification, which
is the only means by which we can get early information of
casgs. For this purpose I would advise the adoption of the

- Decessary s@ctions in the Infectious Disease Notification Act

(Eagland) 1889 (vide Stevenson and Marphy Vol III p.
176, 177, sent herewith), or clanse 2 of the Draft Regulations-
of the Calcutta Medical Board. The penalty for non-com,
pliance in England in ordinary times is 40 shillings, I think
Rs.100 would not be too much if we are to ensure,notification

2. As we have powers of entry, the next thing is to be able
to remove the patient to an isolation hospital and that any
opposition to our doing so should come under the Iodian
Penal Code 186 (obstructing a publig servant) or be otherwise
met with an adequate penalty.

8. The next step is to be able to remova the other inmates
of the house to some suitable camp where they can be quaran-
tived and kept under observation, This is only necessery
dariog the earlier part of an epidemic when there is a chance
of preventing its spread, and becomes impracticable when it
has assumed large proportions, It enables the house to be
thoroughly disinfected and greatly lessens the danger of
infection. I would suggest compensation to an amount not
exceeding their pay being given to persons in subordinate
appointments who were thus compulsorily quarantined and a
penalty being inflicted in cases of refusal,

4. 1t might prove very useful if we wereable to take any
land, house, or other building for an igolation hospital or
quarantine house, without the owners being able to claim ex-
cessive compensation, as provided in 9 of the Calcutta Draft
Regulations.

5. We have no provision for the exposure of Infected per-
sous or things, (vide Pablic Health Act 1875 Section 126,
page 158 Vol. 1L Stevenson and Murpby)., The penalty in
Eogland is £5.

6. I think it desirable that we should bave power to de-
stroy any infected hut,shed, clothing or other infected matter,
Without being liable to any claim for compensation, wbich
might however be given at your discretion.

7. At the last great International Sanitary Congress a
resolution was passed recommending compulsory cremation
in cases of epidemic disease, If this could be adopted with-
out undaly interfering with the religious customs of any class
of the people I think it would be very desirable,

(8d.) J.NieLp Cooxe,D.P.H,
Health Officer,
19tb Jaouary, 1897,
Failing cremation i¢ might be made compulsory to bury the
COrpse in quick lime,
(Intld.) G. M. J. Mn

(True Copy)
G. M. J. Moorg, Lieut.-Col.,
Presidens, Municipal Commission,

The Presipesr said that the Government was pre-
pared to give the Commissioners the necessary power
by passing legislation at the ensuing meeting of the
Legislative Council ; and he intended calling for a
Special Meeting on Wednesday 3rd February for the

urpose.
¥ sgne.-Lr.-Cor.. ‘WALEER, with the permission of the
President, then read paragraphs from the last issue of
the Indian Medical Gazette, showing the importance of
taking precautions to prevent importation of the plague
from infected places, and to prevent lodgment of the
disease by acknowledgment of the existence of the
earliest cases instead of concealing them as Bombay did,
and by strict segregation of such cases, whether mild
or otherwise.—MADRAS TiMEs, Janugry 26, 1897,
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SPAGE FOR UPPER HALVES OF TELECRAPH STAMPS.

% form on ?AVIENT. ‘
W#:owmnmnuwe "03: w

'rmhc are accepted at all Offices. n-n‘- Stamps are or
4 at Post Offices mdnnmmmmwoawdu

; m‘m TELECRAPH STAMPS OR FOR
.\?.k—-dhmps may be affixed along this tine up to the left of the h\'*

and continued on the Wn. soace on the back, If necessary.
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Official
Instruc-
tions.

E SENDER ABOVE THIS LINE.

‘gn 7u wnﬁjfnv TH

| e DDRESS FREE

From

(Telegraph
Office) .....s-.-

(Persorn) ----- g -

Here write wiether your telegram is Sta
or Private. ¥niess ciassea State a»y
sender, it will be sent as Private, and ne
change or refund is ufterwards admissible.

Here write whether your telegram is (o bo!
sent URGENT, ORDINARY or DEFERRED. )

Sender’s

Signatnu pd‘ 3
greset ). : |
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