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iti i : : | ' ' . stly pray that Your Gracious Excellency in Council

- 4. ']le‘hef po;}tlol.l .of ;31'11‘6 Tollgate. is almost always the sure practical 1 be plz:eéhel ot SR RE MBI

oundaary marxk or a unicl . . Wi TOl
1 such gdyte and yet the Muﬁ?cip:lm(ljo?n:gul;gt?l::: Vae}::‘iig t((})r.S miles beyon;i 1st. To issue an intermediate and immediate order to stop further
o e . i . : & :
sort of Municipal taxation. They have taxed our plough bullocks—.u:)gg se Ol_lc‘llﬁtﬂ;1 } procedurg oatl dh.arass;ilgf :ﬁl for ﬁil'l: 1uv.mclpal taxation,
pending final disposal of this petition.

ral stock. What the legal justifiction for such illegal exaction S tay s wo
are yet unable to find. Perhaps in the plan submitted by the |CU. ecto ax !

of which we have not yet been. able to get—our huts 4 or 5 miles away a:d—a copy
isolated have also been given and the Government has sanctioned it. atte

i
ond. To exclude our village, our huts, lands, plough bullocks, etc,, ”
from M\:nicipal limits.

T o gl For this act of justice and favour, we shall ever pray, etc.

en the question is was the Government really aware of the e ' oy

fact~ which form the plain answers ¢f the few questions asked above, \ “ud ﬁW’M 9‘¢w
. —_—

5. We find that the Chairman proposed to include our huts (he says 65

whereas there are only 50) into the Municipality, for the reason that the Hill

has to be included ! With due deference and humble submission Wembeg to. submit ] "

that we cannot understand 1st why the hill should be ‘included at all, and 2ndly 697 Rl /~ . w_\

why even if the Hill be included. our. ki . . K . 2
y included. our huts which are mot on the Hills but at | @qq._y /) g FON e H AR bt B

e }the foot and on the back side of it should de included.

| ‘ | Ty FellIR B Qe @)

: 6. If for a wgekor two out ‘of 365 da‘fs of a year, i.e.during the
Festival days pilgrims visiting Tiruvannamalai go in large crowds round the Hill

(granting they do) as a pious duty of Pradaksl (1 : i i , AIB ATt :

o )n ppliataingl e S glehonguibihps agthing o do with ogr T e
wits at all. For a e remaining .3‘5,07 duys pftthe year, our huts arellonely and 6‘) s ot Tuich - 6.‘ ‘
solitary ones 4 or 5 miles away and quite out of the way; as a glance at the il o 7 e ﬁy ‘74'”6‘) bl %

map will show. s . AP
(3 o 7. The least evil effect of the inclusion of our 50 'h'ut.s\;:in a Muniéﬁmlit
{5 g'tt or 5 miles away is— . & % & ) LN B 0 Bs e 39 A
/ 1st. An annihilation of the rsmall group of villages inasmuch
as we cannot at all manage to bear the harass. of a
Municipal taxation. 3 i . ¥
9nd. Our lands have already got a Revenne aSseﬁgment;aifeady
too heayy:to bear. i ol
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3rd. " Our lands are ﬁowvta{x’ed-agaiﬁ;m& 40 addition with Muni¢
vyeippl "tax ‘of Borts: - Trw 1o & ‘ % Ny By o
4¢th. Our plough. bullocks are taxed again." G830 o
5th. - We ;rgprevented from eolleciing m&nuresﬂand_preserv. )
ing them. The Municipal ‘sweepers carrying-away this
our valuable agricultural stock- Pt

'8, The Municipal servants are already ’har;ésing s and distrainiqg
our cattle. What the legality of the enforcement of the Act dor 5 m!les away
outside the Tollegate is yet to be discussed., ' I A

9. Seeing that the actual Wdfking members of the Couneil are local

Magistracy, we are afraid of them and yet this calamity of having our huts includ-
f our having had to sell away

ed within a Municipality 4 or 5 miles away and o .
the last of our property to make up for the deficit bnd_get of a town qmte
isolated and so far away from us—this calamity is one which we are physically
unable to bear.
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4. The position of the Tollgate. is
boundary m‘ark of a Municipal Town. c,()ur hu:in;:.setﬁ;aty: e Sur.e practical
I such gate and yet the Municipal Councillors have ventured t?)r's i
sort of Municipal taxation. They have taxed our plough bullocksimpose Ol} us all
ral stock‘. What the legal justifiction for such illegal exa.ctiour a.gncqltu.
are ye.t unable to find. Perhaps in the plan submitted by the .G.On of tax is we
of which we have not yet been able to get—our huts 4 or 5 mile; at:vector__a i
jsolated have also been given and the Government has sanctioned it ay and quite

Then the ,question is was th

: q e Government really aware of th

fact- ‘Whlch form the plain answers dffthe few questions asked aboyve -
-« Ty

5. We find that the Chairman proposed to include our huts (he says 65
whereas there are only 50) into the Municipality. for. the reason that th : H'O
has to be included ! With due deference and humble submission we beg to 3 b 1_]1
that we cannot understand 1st why the hill should be inclided at allc andsg 1'(;111 :
why even if the Hill be included. our hunts which are not on thewH’ills buri'. :’f:

:’ L "» A
I fthe foot and on the back side of it should de included.

: 6. It.' fc?r a week or two out of 365 days of a year, i.e.’during the
Festlvz?l'days pilgrims visiting Tiruvannamalai go in large crowds round the Hill
(granting they do) as a pious duty of Pradakshanayit has nothing to do with our
hults at all. For all the remaining 350 days vof the yeam,‘ our huts are IOnélj aﬂ(i
solitary ones 4 or 5 miles away and quite out of the way; as a gl
SR e qv e way; as aglance at the

| 7. The least evil effect of the inclusion of o r 50 hute'; TR
{4 or 5 miles away is— [ &/ _ BT ur 1 lhl‘lbi"'] a_‘&,Mm.”c‘Pal:lt}f
Ist. An annihilation of the small group of, villages inasmuch
as we cannot at all manage to bear the harass.of a
Municipal taxation, . ‘ )
9nd. Our lands have already got a Revenne assesément—ialfeidy
too heavy to bear. - : i . B
srd. " Our linds are now taxed»ag'aiﬂ and ‘i addition with Muni:
cipal taxd of BOCtE: o T 13 & 7 ' :
4th. Our.p‘lqggh,})ullocks are taxed again.

5th. er*afi'ﬁ‘prevented from gollecting manures\and preserv- .

ing them. The Municipal sweepers carrying-away" this
our valuable agricultural stock. |
'8, The Municipal servants are already ‘harassing us ‘and distraining
our cattle. What the legality of the enforcement of ‘the. Act 4or 5 miles away
outside the Tollegate is yet to be diseussed. . ,57 S 10 & TR
9. Seeing that the actual working members of the. Couneil are local
Magistracy, we are afraid of them and yet this calamity of having our huts includ-

ed within a Municipality 4 or 5 miles away andof our having had to sell away
the last of our property to make up for the deficit budget of a town quite
isolated and so far away from us—this calamity is one which we are physically

unable to bear.
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We therefore earnestly pray that Your Gracious Excellency in Council

will be pleased—
1st. To issue an intermediate and immediate order to stop further

procedure of harassing us for the Municipal taxation,

pending final disposal of this petition. |
ond. To exclude our village, our huts, lands, plough bullocks, etc,, n

from M\:nicipal limits. ,

For this act of justice and favour, we shall ever pray, ete.
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4. The position of the Tollgate. is y

boundary m.ark of a Municipal Town. bOur hu?;in;.g‘setai}:laty: ;:0511115 it

‘ such gate and yet the Municipal Councillors have ventured to jm " beyon?i
sort of Municipal taxation. They have taxed our plough bullocks—-ogf se Ol} ui a

ral stock. What the legal justifiction for such illegal exaction ?gn cu tu-

are yet unable to find. Perhaps in the plan submitted by the |G, egbotax is we

of which we have not yet been able to get—our huts 4 or 5 mile; awa “-d—a CO.I)Y

isolated have also been given and the Government has sanctioned it. s

'Then the qu_esti.on is was the Government really aware of the few
fact~ which form the plain answers dfthe few questions asked aboye
. g 1

5. We find that the Chairman proposed to include our huts (he sa.vs‘65
whereas there are only 50) into the Municipality. for. the reason that the Hill
has to be included ! With due deference and humble snbmisrévion We béw to submit
that we cannot understand 1st why the hill should be included at a.ll? and 2ndly

. why even if the Hill be included our huts which are mot on the Hills but at

S E the foot and on the back side of it should de included.

. 6 If for a week ‘or two out of 365 days of a year, i.a during the
Festival days pilgrims visiting Tiruvannamalai go in large crowds round the Hill
(granting they do) as a pious duty of Pradakshanay it has nothing to do with our
huts at all. For all the remaigiqg 3}50 days of the year, our huts are lonélf and
solitary ones 4 or 5 miles away and quite out of the way; asa glanee at the
map will show. ~ , ! : ,
gt 7. The least evil effect of the inclusion of our 50 huts in a Muuicipalit |
| Y1 (4 or 5 miles away is— a/ .\ B B € A
1st. An annihilation of the small group of. villages inasmuch
as we cannot at all manage to bear the harass of a
Municipal taxation. .. o0 ¥ e
ond. Our lands have already got a Reventie asseﬁs)mentr—'aii;eaay
too heayy to bear. Fa ' X
3. Our linds are How taxed again and in addition with Muni-
: :,‘?ipael'ta,x GEROITE! o The L5 & ™7 b
4th, Our plough bullocks are taxed again.’ = = T8

!,
J

5th. - Weare ‘prex;ented from gollecting manures and preserv- .

ing them. The Municipal sweepers carrying away @il
our valuable agricultural stock. it

'8, The Municipal servants are already harassing us and distraining
our cattle. What the legality of the enforcement, of “the. Act 4ord miles away
outside the Tollegate is yet to be diseussed. s A A TR

9. Seeing that the actual Wdrkii;g members of the Couneil are local
Magistracy, we are afraid of them and yet this calamity of having our huts includ-
od within a Municipality 4 or 5 miles away andiof our having had to sell away
the last of our property to make up for the deficit budget of a town quite

isolated and so far away from us—this calamity is one which we are physically

unable to bear.
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We therefore earnestly pray that Your Gracious Excellency in Council

will be pleased—
1st. To issue an intermediate and immediate order to stop further

procedure of harassing us for the Municipal taxation,
pending final disposal of this petition. '

ond. To exclude our village, our huts, lands, plough bullocks, ete,; ”
from Mt‘x'nicipal limits. |

For this act of justice and favour, we shall ever pray, etc.
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We are aware of the ruling of the Petit;
that a second or subsequent petition on the sa
But at the same time we are assured :—

on Department of Governmen t
me subject is not entertained at all,

(1) that in a matter like this, in which no single individual ig
interested but whole population—in g matter which is of 4
_public representationof truth, on a subject of Local Self-
Government, the Government do not stand on technicalities

and deny a hearing.

(2) that when subsequent to the date of the first representation,
the petitioners become possessed of new facts or Papers,
of which they had not been in possession at the time the
Ist petition was written the rule does not hold good.

4. . Now very recently, i. e., after the Government declined to reopen the
subject on our petition of 21-8-96, we have seen for the very first time the corres-
pondence that had taken place on the subject of this Town. We have since got a
copy of the G. O., No. 377-M., dated 5th March 1896 and we are now able to see
how the matter arose. :

5. Moreover the Muanicipal Council having actually begun to work, we find
that even our cultivation lands, already heavily assessed to Revenue and even plough-
ing bullocks (in spite of the usual concession shown by all to Agricultural Stock)
are being taxed heavily. We are now told that a certain amount of money being
required, for what was' considered to be a necessity for Tiruvannamalai, means

are being sought to meet that end.

Our eyes are now opened to what has already been put upon us as well as
to what is going to be put on us hereafter.

6. Under these oircumstances, we earnestly pray in the first instance that
the question be kindly taken up for re-consideration and disposed of on merits and

that our praver be not left unopened and the petition rejected as being a second
petition on the subject. : .

7. Moreover our prayer will be seen, on the least reflection, to be not the

same as had been made in our previous petition, although it is, it must be confessed
- . 3
closely connected with it.

Our chief prayer now is that Your Excellency in Council should kindly
condescend to spare one or two days of the most precious momentg of Your Excel-
lency’s time for the inspection of our little place of

great religious fame, The
. Sub-Collector says—

“ Pirnvannamalai is ot present & most important town of pilgrimage. * The
population of the town'is 13216, but the sacredness of the town draws to 4t thou.
sands of pilgrims throughout the year from all parts of the Preside

ney and the opening
of the Railway station has considerably added to its importance.”

It is to such a place, we the ponr residents most humbly and with
most profound respect beg permisgion to approach Your‘ Excellency’s Most

=% 7

gracious and indulgent heart to invite Your Excellency for the honour and
blessings of a visit. . »

8. Of course our main object in venturing to make this invitation and
aspiring to the high honour of a Gubernotorial visit to our insignificant town is,
we beg frankly to confess, that we might have at least the satisfaction of having
been taxed directly by such an impartial and just local representative of the
Sovereign, rather than pining: under the dissatisfaction that we have been put to
the pressure of a taxation t00 prematurely by the Government on account of our
own omission to lay the real state of things before the sovereign powers, and to
ask for a concession only till our little place grows up further and becomes ablo
enough to bear the additional burden, »

*
9. It is for Your Gracious Excellency to come and see whether the se-
veral limbs of our little place have developed themselves big enough to give room

for the conclusion that it has attained its maturity to be able to bear the additional
burden of Municipal taxation. : ;

The local officers, 4. e., the Tahsildar for the time being and the Snb-Col -
lector, located at Tindivanam :2 miles away from our place, have no doubt thought,
or we most humbly and respectfully beg to submit with due deference and submis.
sion, they were obliged to pretend to think, this little place has attained its
maturity. ' B

Perhaps they heve done what they thought was their 6fﬁcia.1 duty. TItis
left for us the poor stationary residents to do our own duty t0o self. -

10. They thought that the place has attained its majority and might be

* jeft to shift for itself, withdrawing their care and attention of their guardian-
“ship thereof. ‘

Aslong as it was only a Local Find. Union, the mﬂlﬁmsiblhty of the

Local Revenue Officers to look after and care for the conservancy, ete,, of the
- [ X { ! F

town, does not cease. They have :—
(1) To answor to the Educational Depal’tn'mn-t why o Bch&ol o
this or that. : e i TS
(2) To answer to the Medical and Sanita; ,"Gﬁnfe\;:.u oy
(a) Why there is small-pox, cholers, fever, efc,
() Why there is no latrine and so forth.

It is therefore quite natural that the gum'dla,m shaﬂaf_“.-gh‘?”‘mhf” of thr i

off the burden of the care of their ward, as soon as they pow'b}ym Wem’e'ﬁbﬁ A
therefore surprised to find that we have been thrown off frmﬂmmmmn-
tal care of the local Revenue Officers, as if our place had already attained its

majority and could very well be left to stand on its own legs wnbhoﬁtthe support :

of the Local Revenue Officers, '

11, Now our hitherto parental guardlans say that our townlus bégéx‘ne
a Major and we contend that it has not yet become and that it 13 still a minor re.
quiring to be looked after by the same guardians. . ’ '

-
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ue between the Local Revy,
come sufficiently deyeyq

In this respect therefore, this oue

etition i
cannot be treated as a second one to be rejec g s, i g ey

ted on any technical ground.
13, In order to give t

‘some prima facie idea — of what
yet attained a majority so as to b
fully and humbly beg to submit t

o Your Most Gracious Excellency, some idea —
we mean by saying that Tiravannamalai has not

e left to take care of itself, we most respect-
he following few words :—

: (1) The most glaring facts that Trinvanna alai was not con-

e, stituted even a Minor Union till ?Z and that it

A _ Was constituted a Major Union only in b e 0 la

\ long way to prove that this village is not &:)f\\i‘mpor,tfnce
enough (except as a holy shrine) to be constituted a Muniei

pality so soon. i

(2) Itisa most important fact to be borne in mind that the usual

staf]darq o? criterion, viz., the population standard neces-
sarily fails in exceptional cases like these.

o The village is, in the words of the Sub-Collector,
of pilgrimage. The population of the town
real status of the town.

. 1l a most important town
s 13216.” This does not represent the

Destitute. pe(?ple and paupers who either do not or would not find other
h‘ette.r means of livelihood, generally make it a point to go and live in places of
pilgrimage and there they drag on with their life, being fed by charities of

pilgrims. Among Hindus it is considered to be a very good act of biet :
poor people at Holy Shrines. vE ot s feed

In Tiruvanmamalai, there are 5 chatrams and 106 matts, The vastness
of the number of these public charitable buildings in a little town which is only &
mile by 1 mile, shews that these buildings are meant to find accommodation fo:'
a very large number of poor destitute people all the year round as well as for all
sorts and classes of pilgrims during the festival days.

: Hence the number 13,216 which is said to represent the population of the
place is not a saf:e criterion by which to judge of the real status of the place.

y=t g

-
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(8) We earnestly crave the Most Gracious attention to Enclosure 3

A. being the plan of the town. It will be seen :— ' .

(2) that 8 other villages have been put along with é

Tiruvannamalai- so as to give it a respectable :!

appearance as regards the Territorial necessity ]

for a Municipality. li

All these nine villages have 2,643 buildings in all — there being only 3

9324 in Tiruvannamali and not 2,485 as stated in the Sub-Collector’s letter No. 2072
dated 30-6-95, para. 2. ‘ ; :
This No. = viz., 2324 includes—

(1) 382 Temples.

(2) 5 Chatrams. .

(3) 106 Matts. % 1089

(4) 845 Bazaars.
i.e., 488, i.¢,, nearly 500 buildings. Hence the Bonafide dwelling houses are (a) 54
Terrdced houses, (b) 819 Tiled houses and (¢) 963 Thatched houses, i.c., 1836.

+

L

L
The circumstances that out of 1836 houses there are only 54 (or *03 per
cent.) terraced houses and that there are 963 (ie. ‘52 or over half the number)
thatehed houses show that the village is still in a Yery poor condition.

(b) Forin these days of free railway, &e., communication, when people get
their ideas expanded by seeing different towns, &c., no one would be contented
to live in a thatched house or hut with apprehension of fire every moment,
if only he can help it. The fact that there are 963 thatched houses still proves that
the owners ave too poor to lay out even a few hundreds of Rupees to render their
dwelling houses more secure and safe from fire, and more comfortable and decent.

In this connecpion if is useful to dvaw the @racious attention pror
to the fact moticed by the Sub-Collector in wg.,ﬁ‘éf’m%;
30-11-95, where he says  There are in the Union anly#m(’l)' rriages fal
this head,” i.e., under * vehicles with springs and palanquins.” .
i il i B

~ Inaplace of nearly 13,000 population with 54
only 7 vehicles inclusive of Palanquins, Does not this
yet come to a state when they can afford to keep a ca riage
noteworthy thing that even these 7 include those kept by the
for festival. HLUSHE P ‘ ‘, ?Zf‘_i‘;”ff’ Eiale S

A t;nfi,'q";_,?%?

 Similarly in para. 7 of the Sub-Co
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« Horses uder eleven hands,” as 12, ]fﬁ'
much in vogue in all rising't-’ownﬁi pf ast importanc
there should have been only 12 animals (inclusive
temples) in the whole town. This argues that peop

as to feel the wants of luxury of a carriage. b
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} selves is whether our town has

and parts to be able to be safely left to itself,

being thus interested (we humb

_—

12, Ttis with this obj
highest honour and blessings of
in this our petition. We do not
final disposal of our main object

ect we earnestly ecrave for
a Gubernatorial visit. This iso
OW mean to pray in this petition for an

.
.

immediate

In this respect therefore, this our

petition is the very first one, and
cannot be treated as a second one to be reject,

ed on any technical ground.

: . 13, {n.order to give to Your Most Gracious Excellency, some idea —
Some prima facic idea — of what we mean by saying that Tiravannamalai has not

yet attained a majority so as to be left to take care of itself, we most respect-
fully and humbly beg to submit the following few words :—

(1) The most glaring facts that Triuvagna?alai was not con-
stituted even a Minor Union till and that it

Was constituted a Major Union only A M , g0 a
long way to prove that this village is not ‘of importance
enough (except as a holy shrine) to be constituted a Muniei_
- pality so soon.
(2) 1Itisa most important fact to be borne in mind that the ugual

standard or criterion, viz., the population standard neces-
sarily faily in exceptional cases like these.

The village is, in the words 6f the Sub-Collector,
of pilgrimage. The population of the town
real status of the town.

a most important town
is 13216.”  This does not represent the

Destitute people and paupers who either do not or would not find other
better means of livelihood, generally make it a point to go and live in places of
pilgrimage and there they drag on with their life, being fed by charities of
pilgrims. Among Hindus it is considered to be.a very good act of piety to feed
poor people at Holy Shrines. ;

In Tiruvanmamalai, there are 5 chatrams and 106 matts. The vastness
of the number of these public charitable buildings in a little town which is only £
mile by 1 mile, shews that these buildings are meant to find accommodation for
a very large number of poor destitute people all the year round as well as for all
sorts and classes of pilgrims during the festival days.

Hence the number 13,216 which is said to represent the population of the
place is not a safe criterion by which to judge of the real status of the place.

the favour and theg
ur immediate prayer
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(8) We earnestly crave the Most Gracious attention to Enclosu;‘e
A. being the plan of the town. It will be seen :—

(¢) that 8 other villages have been put along with
Tiravannamalai-so as to give it a respectal.)le
appeﬁrance as regards the Territorial necessity
for a Municipality.
ine villages have 2,643 buildings in all — there being only
2324 in T?rﬂvziiiemZI?:nd no;g 2,485 as stated in the Sub-Collector’s letter No. 2072
dated 30-6-95, para. 2. .
This No. - viz., 2824 includes—
(1) 82 Temples.
(2) 5 Chatrams. . .
(3) 106 Matts. o
(4) 846 Bazaars.

i.e., 488, i.¢,, nearly 500 buildings. Hence the Bmgaﬁdg dwelling hou?es are (a) 54
Terrdced houses, (6) 819 Tiled houses and (¢) 963 Thatched houses, 2 1836.

*
The circumstances that out of 1836 houses there ave only 54 (or *03 per
cent.) terraced houses and that there are 963 (ie. 52 or over .h'alf the number)
thatched houses show that the village is still in a Yery poor condition.

(b) Forin these days of free railway, &e., cqmmuﬁfl_eatioa, when people get
their ideas expanded by seeing different towns, &c.,‘ no oﬁe would be contented
to live in a thatched house or hut with apprehension of ﬂro every mnme;ﬂ;‘,i
if only he can help it. The fact that there are 963 thatched hnuses still pwve:s:l at
the owners are too poor to lay out even a few hmd@dbroi-@gpp?eg to r‘e’:‘nderv their
dwelling houses more secure and safe from fire, and more comfortable andf_idaovent.

In"this connection it is useful to draw tha Gracious attent ém e y
to the fact noticed by the Sub-Collector in para.. ‘of mﬂlﬁ'@)ﬂm 3,6 7;&859(1
80-11-95, where he says “ There are in the Uniampn!j‘@wvﬁ(’?)' arriages fdﬂﬁzgiﬂiﬂ o8
this head,” i.e., under vehw}es with springs ami alanquins.’ , .*‘ e

4 : ‘ I r2UiET - RO "

In a place of nearly 13,000 population with 54 ter
only 7 vehicles inclusive of I’falanquins; Doasmﬁkﬂi!& i
yet come to a state when they can afford to keep 8 CIEiAgR ,_Qm
noteworthy thing that even these 7 include thbﬂ?kéﬁf»by the

4 g

.

|lSiznilarly invp-ara. 7 of the Snb-adm;? 5 “.-;_- X
YOR TN TR Y RGN o e
much in vogue in all rifsingi‘oaf‘vmﬂJ of least importance, is it

there should have been only 12 aﬂm(inolusm of 'thia mamber

y il

H o

“ Horses uﬂd&}r eleven h'aqu," aslz. : In

as to feel the wants of luxury of a carriage. =~ -

temples) in the whole town. This argues thtpecvphm not yet ﬂm&dm far

it

5 ‘;'
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14. NoCommerce or Industry.—There is not the least sort of importance
to Tiruvannamalai in Commercial or Industrial point of view. It has not got any
sort of industry. There is no brass or cloth manufacture nor indeed any manu-

facture.

Most of the peoplé being very poor—depending literally on daily Wages—
pound paddy into rice every day and live by the wages. Cultivators who
grow paddy find work for these day libourers in this way, when they get no other
work and the rice is sold instead of paddy.

If anybody is willing, to establish any other manufactory, on a capital og
a few hundred rupees, these labourers would of course be more willing to get them-
selves employed in such more permanent institutions. There is no such’capitalist
and there is no such mauufactory of any sort. Rice-pounding Industry needs no
capital. The rayats owning lands have paddy in their hands in small or large quan-
tities and when labourers offer their labour at cheap rates they utilise them partly
to oblige the poor coolies as a charity and partly to be able to dispose of their grain

more easily. £ :
This Industry shows that the town is still very poor and is still an ggri-

cultural one and not a commercial one.

15. 'The Sub-Collector has held that * Tiruvannamalai 4s certainlg very
important and progressive on commercial basis and it is an idle sentimentality to think
that people there are poverty-stricken as verified by local inquiries.”

With due deference and humble submission, we beg to point out that the
%ub-Collector has not made out at all how he has come to the decision that the town
is “ progresive and commercial basis)’ What is the commerce he speakes of ? Has
there been any import and export to large extent by Rail or otherwise ?  If so, of
what commodity ?

As regards the general question of the poverty of people, we do not like
%o enter into a contradiction of what the Sub-Collector hag asserted : But we are
quite sure that if Your Excellency in Council should kindly condescend to bless our
town with a visit and then institute a personal inquiry into the real condition of
the people, it will be made out as a matfer of fact that Tiruvannamalai is really
poverty-stricken. We are not surprised to see that the Sub-Collector who lives
in Tindivanam 42 miles away and who has been in the District only ;( years—
should have formed such an opinion. For the question of Poverty(' of India is
being discussed everywhere pros and cons with all the enthusiasm the subject de-
serves and yet the question has not been set at rest. We content ourselves on this

point by merely praying—
(1) that Your Excellency will decide the question of 'i‘iruvanna

malai being prosperous or poverty-stricken only after a
personal inspection.

(2) that the question of Mﬁnicipality might as well be decided
independently of the question of poverty of the place.

_cipality.

(23]

(3) that in deciding about the question of Municipalities, the
mere wants and resources of the place be taken into con-
sideration. - !

Or in other words, we pray that Your Excellency in Council will kindly be pleased
to see what the actual want of the town is which the Local Funds could not
meet and which conld not but be met even by the additional taxation of a Muni-

16. Real Wants.—We do not like to deny now that it is quite possible
to point out one or two items as defects in the sanitation of the town. Then the
question is whether such defects cannot be possibly removed except by the consti-
tution of a Municipality and the next question is whether such defects are entirely
remediable by the means-adopted, viz., by the constitution of a Municipality.

- Before discussing the wants, it ma‘y be necqssatyiﬂbr“an easy under-
standing of our meaning, that our objection to the Territorial constitution is
explained first, b % :

17. Territorial Constitution—Objections to—Our objection is two-*
fold. In the first place there was in fact no necessity for the constitution of the
Municipality at all o soon. Next.the territory comprised into it is go extensive
that a good deal of avoidable cost is incurred in its upkeep, which means

* an unnecessary taxation to meet an unnecessary charge.

Territory.—A glance at the Map, Enclosure A, will show that Tiravan-
namalai properly so called is the small space comprised within the figure formed
by passing a line through the letters A. B. C. D. E. F. and G.

The Municipal Tollgates have been established at (1) A, (2) C, (3) D, 4) Ei,
(5) F and (6) H. . N ;

The dotted arrow lines show that this spaceis 1} mile North'to South
(A to E) by ¢ mile East to West (C to G). 1 £

The proper and legal limits of the Municipality would therefore be
only the line passing through A, B, C, D, E, Fandek 100

The cost of maintaining auehas;maﬂmumamam fak gt
and there would be no necessity for any pressing taxati < m;@g

0 bjectionabie inclusion.—But it will be seen fron
to in G. 0. No. 877 M. dated 5-3.96 (a copy.of which b
to us) that & much larger “sp_ac‘e has been quﬁ% mecess _
the Municipal limits thus swelling the expenditure side unnec

: j R A 0 s figf*-?»f,;!.“ #
(1) In paras. 62 of the Sub-Collector’s letter No. 3637, dated ! -95,
it has been stated that “ The road round the hﬂlwﬂl ﬂwm#« L i

the Municipal limits.” i B s ot e

i

g

This means that the rdarl from the TOI%&% F, w&mgmwx the hill

towards the west as F, K, L, M and N up to A, has been included within the Muni-
cipal limits. i ;



[ 8]

We earnestlj pray that Your Excellency i il
¥y 1n Couneil $
to see if there is the least reason or propriety in calling the roa‘cvlln o kmdly Phesnsd

2 . s F.X.LM

i . P ! s B, L, M N and A
| which lies entireiy out side the limits of Tiru = an

| cipal road. f vannamalai proper, a Muni.

That part of this road which lies between H and K op at all
ween F and K is a part of Local Fund road and it may as well contie:ents bet-
charged on Local Funds =s it is a part of a long main District road. ue to be

This part of the road from H to K has hitherto been maintained by' th
e

District Local Funds and very properly so and there is absolutely no reason
why this charge should be now thrown on the small town of Tiruvannamala;.

At any rate the maintenance of the road from F to K forms no legitimate
charge on the Municipality even if Tiruvannamalai should be a Municipal Town.

(2) The charge of maintaining the road from K to A, i.e., the part K,
L, M, N and A has hitherto been maintained by the temple as it is useful not to the

- general public but only to those pilgrims that make Pradakshana (walking round a
holy shrine) to the Hill.

B ' 'Why should the temple be relieved of this charge now and the burden of
its maintenance thrown on the poor people of the small town ?

2 : (3) In para. 26 qf the Sub-Collector’s letter No. 3637, it is stated that.

| «“ Provision is required as there are now gbout 10 mile of metalled road and
| as many miles of unwmetalled road within the wnion.”

For a small town 2 x 1} mile, with only 7 vechiles on springs inclusive
¢ | of Palanquins, is it not too much to have to maintain 20 miles of road, of which
%} 10 are metalled.

Would it not lighten the burden of taxation a good deal if the Municipal
limits are confined to Tiruvannamalai alone? In fact there are no houses of
Tiravannamalai vound the Hill. Why should the road round the Hill be included
in the Municipality ?

(4) The inclusion of the road the Hill has necessitated the inclusion of
other places too. It is stated that < The chairman states that this would bring in 65
houses of Adiannamalat and about 607 acres (assessed at Rs. 700) at five Villages
withine the proposed limits * *” The table given in the Enclosure A shows
that 8 villages have been included. A glance at the map will show that these 8
villages might as well have been left alone. They are all outside the Toll-gates and
away from the nearest house.

The result of their inclusion is that the space within the Municipal limits
has become unnecessarily expanded and the charges are also proportionately large.

Thus it is that the length of the roads requiring yearly maintenance allowance is
increased as also the demand for more lanterns and establishment and so forth.

18. 1f therefore the territoriol limits of the Municipaliiy be first reviewed
and placed in legitimate and proper position, it will be seen at once that the space

s

" at all. There is not much necessity felt for a latrine m ﬁen@mmam at all.
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comprised within what may be called Tiruvannamalai proper, would cease to
be of importance enough to be constituted a Municipality in itself.

% S EALULT

.
K

A necessity has been made out only by the inclusion of a much larger
space than can properly be included,

19. Charges—A moment’s consideration will show that many of the ltems
of charges now provided for in paras. 25 to 62 of the Sub-Collector’s letter No.
9637 dated 30-11-95 are such as have either been hitherto met from Local Funds ,
without any difficulty or can very well be dispensed with.

Para 25. Latrines—A sum of Rs. 500 has been provided for building two
Masoury Latrines. This is not a yearly charge and moreover one Latrine would
be just enough.

.

Necessity for Latrines.—While on this point, it is necessary to allude
to certain sad points of fact. The Sanitary Commissioner has noticed the sad
want of a latrine. He says that the chairman Wrote in reply on this subject that
& 1o necessity for their use existed as there was ample ground round the Village.” With
due deference to the chairman we are very sorry to have to point out that hisreply
was nob a correct one nor was it a point of fact answer., He seems merely to have
guessed a reason to support his view fhnt no latrines were needed.

d ¥

From this incorrect reply the Sanitary Commisioner has drawn the infer-
ence that the © neighbouring holy hill (the surface washings of which supply the
tanks that are also considered holy and usedssed by pilgrims) must be contamar-

nated with foecal matter.”

As a matter of fact the holy hill is not generally used for latrine purposes

For tho towns people do not stand in need of latrines. Each housedspro-
vided with a spacious backyard where @ part is g y used as private
latrine and arrangements are made for private scav y AR

i FEEIRNLE L ol
i TR T T
T ’ ‘T

If any townspeople do notuag e

i;ublic‘ latrine. If anybody commits nuisance
for want of place, then alone can it be said
puﬁ an'end 60 the nuisan@, Bi}lb in lira
latrines or private leﬂl!ﬁﬁndtnﬁ:’g .
uses a publfc place as Tatrine, it is his apa

33

Act will prevent the nuisance and 1
B P T )J HEERRILE
90. Sub-Collector’s Para 26.

has been provided for it. It has beer ‘sho “
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much as 10 miles of metalled and 10 miles of unmetalled road within Tiravannamali
proper. Whatever length of road there may exist within it, mway well be maintained
from Union Funds and Local Funds. It is highly illegal that the main District Road
should be a burden on this small Town. The Local Funds have maintained the
road all through and it can continue to do s0.

Tt is a noteworthy point that Tiruvannamalai does not draw away even
its proper share of Local Funds from the District Board—-a facb thch we are now
" unable to verify with figures.

Para. 27. Repairs of school house, Hospital and Traveller’s Bungalow.—There
has not been any actual necessity made out for these repairs. None of the officers
in charge of these buildings, has ever reported a necessity for repairs. Nor was
there any occasion on which such repairs were refused for wantf of funds.

This is a charge that has been created only because 11: 18 a heading of
charge on Munieipal Budget.

Para. 28. Wells do require cleansing quite as well as those in any othe®
village.—~It is a legitimate charge on Local Funds. If need be there will be a
local contribution towards the eoeb. Th1s Ttem does not want a Municipality.

Psra. 29. This is an Item of created *charge as the Sub-Collector has rightly
called it.

Para. 30. Tools and Pla.nt -—Tlus small space may very well do without it.
Anything that may be occasionally needed will form a part of the estimate for
the work. This is a created charge.

Any such tools and plant were being hitherto stored in some place in the
Taluk office. Now merely because the local Reveune ‘officers wish to throw off
their guardianship they would not give room to deposm the tools and plant with
them hereafter. I this not a difficulty ?

Para. 31. Stipends to Normal Students—This is a luxury which this
-small place can very. well dispense. thl;, for the present No necessity is felt for
such charge.

Para. 32. It is admxtted that this charge has been borne . hitherto by the
Local Fund Board., Why should it not continue to do so? Tiruvannamalai

has not yet drawn npon Loca.l Funds more than other places, nor more than
its legitimate share. =~ : ;

Merely because the loeal Revenue officers would have a Municipality and
thus shift the responsibility of our guardlanshxp on the shoulders of a few of us,
this charge is to be borne by us by a fresh taxation. Is this fair?

Paras. 33, 34 85, 36 and 87 —No neeessaty has been made out as to why
the state of thmgs hitherto in force should not continue,

e o v rn ,_Anw. 1 - W
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22.  Paras'b, 6 and 7.~Our cuI‘tiva)tioh fields wmch

shave alp
heavily assessed for Revenue are now made to pay the Mun; eady’be.en very. .

cipal land tax also.

Our plough bullocks Whlch made up the number given in para. 7 are also taxed

23. In short ib-will be seen that the real defect pointed by the Samtary
®.ommissioner, viz,, Want of a latrine, may best be rectified without a Mumclpallty and

with working the Police Act rigorously and that many items of eharges are such |
as may very well be dlspensed with consistently with the well bemg of the town and :

1ts sanmitation.

Vs Wi My Yol

24.  We therefore earnestly pray that Your Excellency will kindly he pleaaeclh..
, to condescend to bless our small place with a visit and see whether thxs place
§ deserves to be constituted a Mumclpahty at all.
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