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Proceedings of a Special Meeting of the Municipal Commis-
sioners for the City of Madras, held at their Office Premises
No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black Town, on Wed-
nesday the 18th November 18968, at 8 P. M under the
provisicns of the City of Madras Mumclpal Acts I and VII
of 1884 and II of 1892.

Present:

Ligvt-Cor. G. M. J. Moore, c. I. L., Pwszdent.
H. Ormerod, Esq.
M. R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. R. Palakistnama Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.
R: Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.
R. Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.
R. Ry. C. Yetherajulu Naidu Garu.
R. Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.
Cowasjee Eduljee, Esq.
M. R. Ry. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu
M. R. Ry. M. Varadarajulu Chetty Garu.
The Hou’ble Mahomed Sheriff Khan Bahadur.
M. R. Ry. M. Ramakistnaiya Pa.ntulu Garu.
J. DeCaster, Esq.
M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.
The Hon’ble P. Rungiah Naidu Garu.
M. R. Ry. W. S. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu.
M. R. Ry. Rao Rabadur C. Kalyanasundaram Chettiyar Avarga]
M. R. Ry. M. K. Lakshmauna Chariyar Avargal.
R. F. Grant, Esq.
M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariyar Avargal.
M. R. Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.
M. R. Ry. G. Subramania Iyer Avargal.
Surgeon-Lt-Coi. G L. Walker.
Surgeon-Lt-Col. J, Maitland.
M. R. Ry. V. C. Desika Chariyar Avargal,
M. R. Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

M.
M.
M.
M.

Questions and Answers.

THE PRESIDENT :— Gentlemen, it is now 5 o'clack and we may now prcceed to tle business

of the meeting. I will answer the questions put by Mr. S. Gurusawmy Chetty before we go to tl e

business on the agenda paper.
-

The following are the qn.estions and answers.

: Q:—Referring to the proposed revision of assessment in the Second Division, and the Tre-
sident’s choosing Messrs. R. N. Pragasa Moodelliar and W. S. Venkatarsmanjulo Naidv, will the Pre-
sident be pleased to state whether it is in accordance with Scetion 190 of the Mudras Municipal Act
T of 1384 to so choose Commissioners from the other Dms:ona witbout giving preference to the Com-

missioners of the 2nd Division ?
A:-I coneider it is, I shall explain this more fully later on.

Q:— Will the President be pleased to give tle names of tle Commiseiopei's wko represented

“to him that the houses in the 2nd Divicion were under asgmed ?




2

A: —I cannot say for certain who the
telling me that a revision of the 9,4 D
Naidu's suggestions at ¢
pointing to a part of gh

Commissiouers were,
: ivision would' produce an
he Special Meeting on the 26th June,

e 2ud Division as under assessed led me to cong ider a revision desirable.
Q:—Is it trn

e that Messrs, R, N. Pragasa Moodelljar
have been in a good

mujority of cases chosen by the President
than those which they represeut P Were they chosen on those
Commissioners of the Division have

: ‘ declined or were unwilling
Without uscertaining from the Diyis i were unwilling to do sy P

Q:=In how many cases did eack of the aboye named gentlemen sif ith the President to
hear appeals from March, 1892, up to date P

A:—Mr. Pragasa Moodelliar 5,545, © Mr., Veukataramaujuln Naidn 5,866,

A:—Here is the statement, .

The statement was handed to the questioner,

The Drainage Committes Report.

THE PaestpEst ;—The first business is the @, 0. No, 2110 M. L, & M. date
1895, passing orders on the Drainage and the ‘Vatqr Snppl
-the Report of the Committeo appointed by the Commissi oners

d 21st Decomber
¥y schemes for the City of Madras, and
thereon,

Me. P. Susramania Typg :—T beg to propose “ that the report of the
and submitted to Government for sanction.”
huds of the Committee to whom our best tha
given to the sabject, This subject has been

all parties concerned,

Mr. V. C. Destkacuariar :—I have great
I wish to makea few remarks, In reading the G, 0. which
President, I see that while the Government approve of the
recommended by the Committee they seem to call for some
it refers to both the schemes or to th

drainage scheme o far as it has been
more details. I would like to know whether
e drainage onl y.

Tue PRESIDENT : —The Government told the
scheme and asked the Commissioners to submit

Government to re-consid' their order and to e
mittee which is different ; and if Government g
submitted, First of all you have to get the san

Coromissioners that they approved of a certnin
details. The Commissioners are now asking the
t them adopt the scheme recommended by the Com-
Pproves of this suggestion the details will have to be
ction of Government for the adoption of the scheme.

Mr. V. C. DEsikacmaRT :—I thought that the scheme had been adopted by Government,

TaE PrEsIDEND :—No.

Me. V. C. Desigacmart :—Then I do not want to make any further remarks,

I merely
second the proposition,

Rao Bamapur V‘. Krisaxayacmariar :—I should like to know wheth

er the question of letting
the sewage of Mylapore into the sea was considered by the Committee.

Tur PRESIDENT :—You may depend upen it that hag been considered very fully and the
Committee came to the conclusion that the Government wo

uld not sanction jt. It has been strongly
written against as far back as 1890 and it will never be accepted by Government, The Committee
proposed to carry the sewnge of Mylapore eventually right :

letting it into the sea. In Mylapore we cannot say how the
North Madras are so different 1o those in Mylapore and it ig
iuto the sea at Mylapore a stagnant pool of sewage might be

: The conditions ia
Jast possible that by letting the sewage
formed in frong of 8t. Thome

I remember one Commissioner

€xtra lakh.  Mr, Varadappah
1895, and a subsequent letter from him

and W, s, Venkataramanjaln Nuidn
to hear appeals from Divisions other
occarious on the ground that the
to sit in the dixposal of appeuls or

e

3

v . * s 4 , { v i l bﬂ
’
DU 5 ACHARIA .""'If here 18 & failuare 1n L 1e en l apore wi . ‘|' h.

first to suffer. | . i
: P gyt *—We do not anticipate any failure, You may say that in regar y
Tue PRESIDENT *— |

e
thing. Do you wish to propose any amendment :

: is proposal.
Rao Bamapur V. Krisevanacrariar :—I want the reason for this prop

i i ink it desirable.
Tae PresipENT :—The reason is that the Committee did not think it desirable
HE 5 S—

'R ‘7‘ K 5 l t]‘ k t DO d t ha t[ ao E

A0 BAHADU“ . RISHNAMACHARIAR :— un 1 18 pl p se 0 ve 1€ sew € Arm
empotall]y near ':he B‘\rtbel' 3 B!ldge. IH tlhﬂ‘t cons ldeled whulesolue .

t

Tae Pres1DENT :—1t is not considered unwholesome.

& . D g e . 0O m ch fe
K i HQI\MACHAR!AR l k“ow n the tOWﬂ lel%lO!lS the e 18 to n ver,

and it is considered to be due to the proximity of the farm. A
Tar P ENT : —There are no dwellings there and further no sewage farms by
A PRESIDENT :—

are nnwholesome.

EO II oL ‘v ER - l e d o y (] h means unw ho some

- ‘- O . LKER @ s& p!‘Opet y WOlLe ﬂewaoe f‘\l‘m 1 s no g ef .
p Sl y .

Tho reso'utlon was then llf: &nd cd!lled upanimou

; v Ciiae s

T ENT :—We have yet to deal with the Wat.er Suppl;t scheme |:,.:0:i:;er:;cf i

TH'E; i ly scheme has proposed by Mr. Ellis and Mr. .Loane bt R

: l'he watel: s“?p / by Government to three paragraphs m. 'Ml' is s P ol

P ARl o m. dl‘a“’(; yof the paras refers to sectioning and raising the ¢ ;atnne s

el th [‘]veidening of the channel at Kilpank as also the :;:n'); it

nec_iSSa“thh"'l‘°t‘22““l!:1;:§2et;° a.ney break down at Kilpauklwe {mz m’;: :{:ivfgeeni:;b:: Bk PR

iy i f the pipes. :

’P:b" ;he o ;: l;;lleﬂll:i:::i;dolt“e:zzef:ht:ui}: ::z:;:”xi::ssarypaie intended to increase the flow. Me.

the sectioning an K :

T e ing villages Rs. 50,000, fixing permanent pumps on the Red
emovin

. Safety valyes Rs. 30,000 ; r 00 making a total of 3 lacs and

St v Rs. 1,50 0
Hills Rs. 80,000 improvements to mains and cleaving pipes f
s . )
ten thousand.

HE HON BLE R. + UNGI AH .q;\“) J ’.—rhat 18 nOt befote the meetlnc'-
i '

> - @0
Tuo Presipent :—Yeos, it is mentioned in the

B.() N IDU -"'I do nob thlnk the Comlnlssu)uels can CODSlder ﬂle
H A

. is deeting.
snbject at this mee iy
V. Varapaearr Narpy :—These papers were not circu
Mg, V.

Txe Presioext :—They bave been circulated long ago.
HE s

N R NaIpu =1 propose “ that the consideration of this subjc.sct be
) IAH :
Tur HoN'BLE Me, P. RonG 0 hat th

ferred.”’ ; itting the first
deferr ink thata resolution is necessary. I‘.‘ Bnbmlm{]g l:n‘:t “"9
resipENt :—I do not ﬂtlhnt the Commissioners will send in their proposal a
e

Tae P

resolation to Government, I will say
water supply later on.

.—1I wish to propose “That the hearty thanks.; of the Oon}missioneri
Sorewoy L. Qot. V.VALKER. their laboursin connection with the submission of this .report.
o GOTEN Comm.l htf . fo: deeply indebted to the Committee, for the Conilmlt.tee hag
oot i I- tth:d m'in that they have gone very thoroughly into the subject. They
had a very hard time of tt e er fbich was at a distant place called Manally. They have gone
held:mo less than, § meetings i d they have placed it in sach a satisfactory way bef‘ore' the
STLEML Lo 1 Bﬂ"Je(’: ::en done before. Had it not been for the exertions of the Committee
dhnl;;:t thrown on the subject.

be accord

. most th ok
Commissioners that it ha
4we could not have s0 muc

Mz, P. Subramania Iyer seconded the proposition,
o ch
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Mg. W. 8. VENERATARAMANIULU NAIDU :-—Beforq that proposition is put, I wish to eay that 1
he committee deserve our thanks for the

fO"‘ one folly agree with Dr. Walker that the members of t ' .
services rendered by them, but I am only afraid that it would be a very inconvenient precedent. I do
not think this requires a formal resolution.

Rso Bagapur V- KrisHNAMACHARIAR :—Apart from that, the Water Supply scheme has yet to
be considered.
Suraros Lr. Cor. WaLKER :—Ib is under special circumstances that this resolution is pro-

posed. :
The motion was put and carried nem com

Revision of Assessment.

T e Presipext :—The next business is the following resolution of which Mr Venkataramiah
Chetty has given notice . That the Commissioners resolve that a Committee consisting of the
President, Messrs. Cota Etherajulo Naidu Garn, S. Gurusawmy Cheity Garu, P. M Sivangnana
Mudaliar Avargal and myself be appointed to examine and scrutinise the assessment of houses in the
9nd Division now proposed in revision and, pending the report of the Committee, the hearing of the
complaints against the said assessment be postponed.” Before the resolution is put I wish to say a
few words. I consider there is considerable misapprehersion abroad not only amongst the rate- -
payers who are supposed to have been treated so badly in the revision but generally among the public.
Even the Commissioners are not aware that this revision of assessment was insisted upon so far back
as 1888 when the Act was revised ; when the Commissioners were revising the Act, they proposed
that Section 135 shonld be amended so as to allow assessments to be revised twice in 5 years, subject
to re-assessment by Commissioners on any substantial improvement or depreciation of any particular
building. * The Government order on that was ¢ It seems decidedly ingxpedient to lay down that
assessment shall only be revised once in 5 years. The procedure proposed can be sdopted under the
Section as it stands.” In.view to the policy enunciated by the Commissioners, that procedure hag
been carried out ever since.  The first division was assossed in 1891, the 2nd in 1892-93, the 3rd
1893-94 the 6th and 7th in 1894-95. In 5 yearsall the divisions have been assessed once. That was
the policy enunciated by the Commissioners and it has been carried out, In 1895-96 I thought it
desirable to have rest and did not have revision in any division. I suggested that to the Standing
Committee and they agreed with me. In view to the reasons that I have already given in my answers
and of the fact that it has been repeatedly impressed upon me and publicly stated on one occasion at
a meeting in June 1895 that if the Revenue Department sopervised all the buildings properly and saw
that all under-valued houses in the 2nd division were properly assessed, there would be an incre.aase of
revenue by nearly 2 lacs and therefore there would be no necessity for any increase in the taxatl-on to
meet the expenses incurred on drainage and water supply schemes in view of these represeut-ut.xons 1
thought it advisable that the 9nd division should be re-assessed. Mark you, that it has ?ot been
revised for Syears, so that the policy of the Commissioners that the assessment should be revmed' once
in 5 yeurs wae carried out and this was confirmed at the meeting.of the 19th October. I.f there 18 any
hardship in this assessment, why was this agitation not started in April when the assessment was com-
menced. Not a.word was said the whole procedure was done, notices were sent out and the appeal
sittings bad been notified which I am bound to do under the Act. Then comes the question that the
2nd division is being badly treated. When we come to the assessment itself, what do we find ?
Out of 7,831 houses in the 2nd division, assessments were increased of only about 3,694 houses. Out
of these 3,694 houses, only 1,707 have appealed against the increased assessment. It seems to me that
there can be no hardship in that. Here is another misconception. I now realise what the purport of
Mr. Gurusawmy Chetty’s remark at the meeting of the 19th October was that on information from
the Revenne Officer he learnt that only a portion of the 20d division was under -rated and the revision
get on foot was not a general one but had,reference only to & particular locality. That was not the
As a matter of fact only 3694 houses out of 7,831 were found to require increased assess-
ted o that it cannot be contended that it was not a

general revision. 1 really eannot see that there is any bardship in it or that I have been guilty of
causing any hardship. 1 have been carrying ont the policy of the Commissioners who went so far as
to make & law that it ghonld be done in 5 years. Then as regards that question as to © preference”
in Sectjon 190, those words “ by preference” are the very words npon which T based my action. 1f

there is preference it must mean there is choice ;
consider that Section means that all things being equa
preference.  But I considered in this case all things were no o
choice and preference came in, Out of 5 Comimiseioners 2 were nnw.xlhng to serve;

case at all.
ment, but the whole lot of 7,831 has been inspec

1, the Commissioners of the division should have
t eqnal and therefore the question of
they declined

tohave preference you must have choice and T °

)

before and they do not care about the work, The other 3 Commissioners—1 say this as a matter of
* business—I consider, had publicly avowed their hostility to the assessment. One of them seconded a
motion to the alteration of the period of assessment to 10 years at the meeting of the 19th October ;
three of them have attended a meeting of the rate-payers which was convened to protest against the
assessment and one of them proposed a resolution at that meeting. Can it be within the bounds of
common seuse to suppose that those three are nubiased and unprejudiced enough to sit on the
appeals against the véry assessments which they have had condemned ? Would any one be allowed to
sit as a juror who had practically prejudged a case ? Tt was on these grounds that I considered the
question of clioice eame in and chose the two Commissioners who I knew would do the work and who
bhad assisted me on occasions that I was left in the lurch when all the Commissioners of a particolar
division declined to do the work. I'maintain—I am legally advised that I am perfectly correct in my
interpretation — that “ by preference” are the words that justify my action. As regards my action in
counection with the request of the Commissioners on Monday to postpoue the sitting of the appeal
committee my reason for not complying with it—here I must touch on the resolution to'a certain
extent—is that I consider’ the resolution in itself is illegal. The Act vests in the executive certain
functions and the Commissioners cannot appoint a Committee to interfere in these funetions. The
‘particular function in this present case is that under Section 190 the President and two Commis-
sioners are to sit on appeals. They are the only people who can do anything in the matter of
appeals subject of course to appeals to the High Court ;and for the Commissioners to appoint @
Committee to interfére with those duties is to interfere with prerogatives of the executive, the
executive in the present instance being the President and 2 Commissioners. I consider that the
latter portion of the resolution in so far as it relates to the posbpoﬁement of hearing complaints &e. is
perfectly illegal and that the tribunal constituted under Section 190 would not be justified in listening
to any preposal made by a Committee of that natuve. Itis a distivet interference with the prero-
gatives of the executive. Mind yon, I am not speaking on my own account. I have had legal advice, I
consider the whole of the resolution is badly worded especially the latter portion relating to ‘seratiny.
"Phat portion of the resolution means that they are to scrutinise the assessment of honses in revision ;
that is perfectly illegal, because the only people that have anything to do with the revision are the
President and the two Commissioners. If it only means that the Commissioners wish to appoint @
Committee to examine and scrutinise the assessment of housesin the 2nd division now proposed in
revision and if revision of assessment is not referred to 4s one of the functions of the Committee,
then the resolution i§ inoperative, because the revision is not now proposed but has been actunally
effected. Jf this committee is to examine and sorutinise the assessment of kouses it does nothing
at all because whatever resolition they may pass on their examination and scrutiny that could not
be binding on the tribumal expressly formed uuder Section 190 to sit in appeals in these cases of
revision. It is in that view that I said I could not accede to their request knowing as Ido that the
resolution even if it were passed—I have grave doubts as to whether it is legal or not—can have no:
effect upon the appeal Committee because their functions are laid down by Law and not even Govern-
ment can over ride the Act. T considered it best ouce for all to refuse to- postpone the appeal sitting
which is obligatory on me under the section. The 16th was the appeal day ; rate-payers. were here,
the appeal Commissioners were here and I though it just as well to carry out what I am bound to do
ander the Act. I have no other alternative, as I am bound by the Act, It is nothing to-me whether
the assessments, of houses are raised or not, I do not care whether rate-payers pay moreor léss. I
have to carry out the provisions of the Aect. 24th of October was the last day on which notices were
served and appeals cannot be he’a’rq within a period of 21 days and therefore the appeal hearing was'
fixed for the 16th November, exactly after 23 days. The provisions of the Act had to be carried out
and that was my reason for declining to postpone the sitting: ' Even if T did postpone it mno earthly
good ean come out of it, because no resolution of the Commissioners can affect the position of the
appeal Committee. The appeal Committee is beyond the Com missioners, it is appointed and consti-
{uted by the Act and nobody can over-ride the Act so long as it remains a8 it is, That is why I
refased to accede to the postponement,.not because as one of the daily journals accuses me, of autocracy,
but because there is not the slightest object in postponing it. It will only lead the Commissioners to
suppose that this resolution when passed would have some effect. When I saw the resolution 1 knew
that it could have no effect. Therefore I thought it better in the interests of everybody that we
should go on with appeal sittings. Mind you, T am not saying anything in. opposition to the:
Commissioners. It is my duty under the Act to go on with appeals, aod uatil youw alter it I aa:
Bonudi by it. A : ‘ ; ‘ :

T

T oo Mg, G. SUBRAMANTA Iﬁm :-}Atter the 1u6id and able eibo;itioh-oﬁ the case, it will lLelp me:
'if 'you will let me know what percentage of increase has resulted. '
B
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Tae Presipeny :—The total increase as it now stands is 26,300. This may be redaced on
appeal. The valuation of the 2nd division last year was Rs. 9,80,818, but the
for it is Rs. 11,53,180, and the gross increase is Rs. 1,72,362. There is an ing
cent in the whole assessment. I do hope that Mr. Venkataramiah Chett.y will not press this reso-
lution, because I can tell you it is absolutely illegal. If the Commissioners had told me at the begin-
ning of the year that there was a feeling against the revision I would not have taken up the
revision but Iam bound to carry out the policy of the Commissioners euunciated so far back ag
1888. 1In the natural course of things the revision of the lst division could have been taken np this
year, but in view of the representation madeby one of the Commissioners, the 2nd division which was
not out of its turn, five years having elapsed since its last revision, was taken up. I cannot see
that there is any hardship in that. If the 2nd division had been assessed within the last 5 years
then it might have been a hardship. I had to take up the revision of the 2nd division jn view of'
the fact that has been brought to my notice that a large amount of money could be got out of it. Dr,
Varadappa: Naidu publicly stated so.

general survey total

Dr. Varavarpa Naipu :—I  did not say that it was the 2nd division ; what I said wag

there was no proper supervision on the part cf the officers of _the Revenue Department and that .

by proper supervision more money could be got.

Tae Presiornt:—You said that if the Revenue Officer ins

: pected the godo treet there
would be a fair gain to the Municipality. e il ree.

Dr, Varapipra Nau:—That is upon a letter I received.

Mg. Vexgataramuan Cuerry :—But the, godown street is in the 8rd division

Tae Presient :—Some Commissioners told me either at the Standin

: : g Committee meeti
or some other meeting that if the 2ud division was properly assessed wa would ot n:)gf
rupees, . ac

Mg. VexgataraMIAE CBETTY :—Who said so ?

Tre Presipext :—I do not remember.

Rao Bamapor V. KRisHNAMACHARIAR .—1Is the 2nd division to be the milch cow ?

Tre Presipent :—The 2nd division can have no cause of com

plaint as the assessment has
not been revised for 5 years. :

SureeoN Lr. Cor. WALKER :—You are not bound to deferd yourself in this matter,

Tre Presioent :—I am merely giving an explanation, because there has been & consi-
derable misapprehension on the subject. There would not have been any misconception
whatever if the Commissioners knew what they had resolved, that the houses shoald be assessed

once in5 years, You can put the resolution if you like but it can have no possible effect
on the Committee,

Me. VengararaMian CuHeT1Y :—I am greatly obliged to you for the suggestion that in the
interests of all parties 1 should withdraw the resolution. I am deeply grateful to you for the trouble
you have put yourself to in giving an explanation to satisfy us that you took up the revision of
assessment in the 2ud division in no spirit of hostility towards the rate-payers. But in justice to
myself I feel bound to say after certain statements you made in regard to the hostile position which
in your opinion we took in the part we took at the meeting held at Pachaiyappa’s Hall. I feel
bound to state that ag one concerned in the proceedings it was in no spirit of hostility that we took

up that position. There are various statements yon made which unless answered satisfactorily will °

place us in an awkward position.
Tae Presipent :—I dont see that.
Me. Veskararamian Crerry ;—1I hope to be able to satisfy you that it is so.
Mg. R. N, Pragass MopaLiag t—Is there any proposition before the meeting ?

Tue Presipest :—As President I have certain amount of latitude and I made a statement,

1-do not think there is any answer necessary. I gave an explanation for the action I took which I
thonght was quite misconceived by the public and the Commissioners, I thought it was much better

L R T L R T I E ST e

rease of abont 15 per,

by the resolation is that congidering what agitation t
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T might have sat qniet and said nothing and then you
es this resolution but I consider it utterly
missioners and let them see things as they are
that T am not goivg to abide by it as the

that these things should be put stiaight.
passed the resolation I might have said You may pa
illegal” But I would much sooner work with the Com
‘than allow them to go on discussing and at the end say
resolution is illegal.

Mg, M. Vexgararayiag Cmerry :—I am ot quite positive that it is illegal to pass this

resolution.

Tae Presioest :—It may not be illegal to pass it but it may not have any binding effect.

: k :
Mg, M. Vengararasiar Cerry :—It is a different matter altogether whether you give effec

i ig should
to it or not. If in the interests of the rate-payers it is necessary that such a reso:::;o; :s :::; :-’ning
be passed, we must do so and we must not shrink in p!acmg it bef(:;f:‘ you s
onrselves much about the ultimate result as regards its disposal. er}t: 1:f e e
President says that the resolution is inaccurately wordef!. .I am very than ;1 pelapr i )

i in fact T am indebted to Dr. Maitland or pointing out that inaccuracy ; A
B his revision of assessment has cause

be best in the interests of all parties concerned that a committee of Commlsmon?rs should do th:
g g This committee of Commissioners may in the first mshan(;e. tgo :v:;e
the whole division and see what house are undervalued or overvalued or fan‘ly ;Va.:l:i, ::a:hi: ;o:l!;ythe‘
ascertained whether the agitation of the rate-payers has any fou.ndatwn. tef e
President may adopt the assessment which under the Act he is entitled to a.sc(.aruﬂ:;s, i iﬁ W
done the usnal procedure may be adopted of the President an.d' two. Comzlnlgs;: TR s
if there are appeals against the assessment. 'That was the ob‘)ef:b w1tl_\ whxch Aat e
in, Inregard to the legality of this resolution, I think Sec‘ho(n 135 of t eth cC (;]mmi“ioners i
aware there are soctions in the Act which in some way .mdxcute that hq sect;(;ns il
not got that power, but at the same time I am not quite sure tha,t' tdo]aoe b7 e th: e
the po'wér of the Commissioners. It is possible that the two may be reconcllel y pta,if’[ oSt
that the Commissioners have certain powers and that the Pres'ldm;; r,h-::e: :108 :: e iR
inconsistent with the powers of the Commissioners. U.nder Section 135 1 et
missioners have' the power of ascertaining the valuation and fneasml-:)m;nb fa:s e i 1115
putting in the facts so ascertained in relation to these matters in the books of asse

their right to maintain.

/ ;.Tmr- lesmm-’r .—Read Section 125 which lays do
is to be fixed by the President.

work of assessors and no more.

Mg. M. Venkararsmisr Caurry :—I am"qnite aware of Sections 125 and 126. I do not for
. M. =1 ‘

i hose sections
’ : i he President. We must construe t :

d that they do not give power to ¢ ! J . :
of:hmsom :' S °;;:° ; If the Pr:;idenﬁ has the power to exercise control over assessmen: a.qut 1;9::::1:11::
& B = issi hould exercise the same power

is it possible that the Commissioners shoul . . . -
o bogkstl‘mwl:;c:x be reconciled with 135 in this view that the President 'hasvl‘n thet ]f]irsttz:stg:zfmis-
ki e:"';) nvy assessment if the Commissioners do not choose to interfere with him ; then the
power to le

sioners may accept his assessment which may be embodied in the books.

ord of explanation. Youmust remember that Section 135

y ne undel‘ the La N
18 ve Becty on mnst n mlnd thatl 't‘he &Bsessment 18 an annua w2
a mrmlssl (-] ct on, be&l‘ 1 1 0

i 1 against his assessment every
: rate-payer has the right to appea ) i
i P"e‘"?d b’; tb:&l??:::f::ti :);e;xylsistin:ailihat the assessment should be revised annually germxts its
pitss o Se‘i,:‘.,inyeacs You must read section 135 with the words  annual assessment.
revision once 10 9 | .

yrar Cmerry :—Does it not negative your power ?

Tae Presioent :—I can give you a Wi

Mg, VENKATARA

" ‘Tug Presipest :— My power is provided for in Section 131 whereby I may at a;yt ti.mz amsem%

the agsessment books and the Commissioners are bound to .l?vy an annual assessmentRe:d .nn ;r ;o

son 135 they a,‘i-a‘i')éi-m'itted not to go to the trouble of revising books every yea.r. ing Sec jon
:.l;; vlv?t:;x ‘Sethns 195 and 131 the whole matter is easily understood.

Mg, V exgaragassian Crerry :—I take your explanation, I take it that the Commissioners are
pot bound to- prepﬁie new aasessment books every year, but if they choose to do so they can. If
they bave that power may they not interfere with you ?

. ‘Tug Prusioest :=No, Section 131 provides for my.powers, | .o

wn that the annual value or amount of tax |

s
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.0 Mr. M: VexgATARAMIAR CHETTY :—That applies to individnal cases and not t'oa general one:
Thml PRESIDENT :-;-Wixht is the dfﬁ'erence D Act is very e 3 1 ‘
member the whdlq execution of the, Act is in the hands of the President. oot Xon wiwiae:

MR, VENKATARAMIAH CHETTY :—If the Commissioners are not bound to

oS 7 Bie - prepare new asses:
books, is it not their privilege to say in one year that they would adopt the old pa sessment

ones ?

Tae PresipeNT :—It simply means that they are not bound to prepare new as i tl books

Mr. VexgaTaraMIAE CHETTY :—The second portion of the section means that they may ad op;

, the valuation of last year. Suppose the Commissioners accept ﬁhe last year’s assessient, are they not

right in doing so ?
THE .szsxm:m' :—No.
; Mn YENKATARAmm Crerry :—-I quite admit that T do not understand it. .
| THE Pansm.mu' :—f know that this section is not very clear.

Mg, VeNkATARAMIAR CHETTY :—It makes the Commissioners appellate jndges over your ac-
tion. That view, I submit with confidence, is the right one.

Mr. G. Suramania Ivee :—Will yon excuse me for a second’s interruption as I wish to make
an observation. I merely want tosay that it appears to a lay mind that the Commissioners” simply
meauns the ¢ President.” : -

Mg VeskararaMmar Creriy :—We need not be concerned with the legality of the resolntion.
or with the question how far the President will feel bound to give effect to it. I you thivk it advig.
able to carry this resolution I beg of you to carry it. The reason that I have chosen to put this resolu
tion is not that for one moment we are not conseious of the great sympathy and anXiety on the part oE
the President that the rate-payers should not be harrassed. My reason for it was to see if the agita~
tion of the rate-payers has any foundation. It might be without foundation ; nevertheless the fact re-
mains that the rate-payers do believe that the revision had been undertaken sooner than would other-
wise have been the case at the suggestion of some Commissioners. To. some extent that fear has a
foundation because the President has announced to us thaf it was owing to certain remarks of one of
the Commissioners whose name he was able to mention and also of another Commisnionerv whose’
name he was not able to mention that this revision was undertaken earlier than usual. Their fear is
that some houses have been over assessed and s)me under-assessed. To allay this fear it is not too
much to ask that a few of us might’.constin‘nte ourselves into committee and make the necessary onqn'iry.
in what the Commissioners as a body can do uuder the Act.

Tug Presioent :—Not to interfere with the prerogatives under Section 190.

Rao Bamapur V. Kmammm Cuariak i—Not even to help yon, sir, with their local Enow-

ledge and experience. ‘
Tue Presipest :(—By all means help me.

Me. Vexcararamian Cngrry —We want to help you, although you may not cave for it.

Tue Presipen? :—I want you to helpme. If you can tell me which honses are over-agsessed:
and which under-assessed I will see to them. | .

Ma. VENRATARAMIAR CHETTY : —This  Committee may be allowed to report to. the Presiden t
what the assessment might be. This we ask so that rate-payers may have confidence. It need not be
obligatory on you, sir, to accept the conclusions. of the Committee. But we shall content ourselves by
placing before the Presideat every information iu regard to what may be considered as fair assess-
meub,

Tae Presipent :—But that is not your resolution.

Me. Vexgararavian Crerry :—I told you that my resolution was inaccurate.

Tag PresioeNT ;—I must decline to be a member of the Committee.

anything.

9 .

Mg. Vesxamipamiss CmErry :=Very well, sir, I will omit it. T propose that Messrs. C.
Yethirajulu Naida, Salla Gurusawmy Chetty, P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar and myself constitute them-
selves into & Committee to ascertain the fair rental valuation of buildings in the'2nd Division so as to
place she same before the President that he may act upon it to the extent he may feel bound to do so.

Suraeoy Lr,-Cor. WALKER .:—l rise to a point of order. Is this'nota different resolution: ‘

from that notice of which notice had beem given«

Mg, VeskataraMmia® CHETTY :—Then I propose the resolution, as it has been read by the
President. I would again assure the President that it is not intended to interfere with the preroga-
tives of the President. It is purely optional with the President to accept the Committee’s recommen-
dations or not. I might say that I did not conceive the resolution in any spirit of hostility,

Tae PrEsiDENT :—I never said you did.

MR. VeNkATARAMIAE CHETTY :—You have justified the exclusion of myself and others in the
2nd Division from sitting in appeal Committee on' the ground that we took up a position of hostility
to the assessment,

TrE PresipENT :—You have prejudged.

Mg, VeNgATARAMIAE CHETTY :—I can assure you that we have never pledged ourselves to

Tre PresipesT :—I never said ¢ pledged”, but I said you have pre-judged.

Mg. VengarARAMIAE CHETTY :~—Pre-judging in particular cases is impossible, It is possible
to pre-judge in this way, that the whole of the 2nd Division did not merit a revision, As a matter of
fact we were of that opinion long ago-

Tre Presipent :—My action is justified.

Mg. VeNgaTARAMIAR CHETTY: —We are of opinion that the division as a whole might not be
revised. But certainly we were not of opinion that parbicular houses were not fairly assessed. 1 give
you that word of explanation to show you that we do not merit the exclusion under this section.

Tre Prestoent :—I merely told you what I thought.

Mg. VeENgATARAMIAR Crprry :—We are thankful to you for having said it or else’ we niight
be smarting under the feeling that we have been unjustly excluded.

Mg. C. TiguMaLAYYa NAIU in seconding the motion said :—I would say that the mere silence
of an ignorant and illiterate public not appealing when they do not know how or when to appeal or,
perhaps, the very existefice of an appeal, cannot be taken as the criterion by which p}xblic opinion musf
be gauged with regard to the justice or otherwise of the enhanced assessment.

SuraeoN-MAJorR MarrraND :—I cannot understand whether this Committee should revise the old

assessment or the one which has just been carried. '

Tae Presment :—I believe it is the present one that is meant—the asgessment that is now being
sat upon in appeal.

Mg. G, Susramania Iver :—I do not believe that after the lucid explanation of the case that
you have been kind enough to place before us and after the remarks that had fallen from the proposer
of the resolution there is much necessity for us to coneider this. x.natter. So far as I have been abla
to understand this matter, the ground on which this proposition had beep brought, forward has
almost dwindled to nothing. What the President' has done séomns to me to be most legal and the
Commissioners have no right to question the legality of the President’s procedure 2 they have no
legal status in the matter. So far as I have "been able to u.ndersta.nd.the explanatnon} given by the
proposer of this resolution it appears that certain gentlemen interested in house property in the 2nd

division want that the revision of assessment should be done in a particular manner satisfactory to -
But as you have poiated out they bave no statas in the matter. The executive have -

house owners. i i
a position given to them by law and we the Commissioners bave no status in this matter. I do not

see what prevents any of the Commissioners *of their own accord from inspecting houses and taking
such information as they want for their action and submitting any report they m", to the executive
for such action as the executive may like to take upon it. -
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Mr. mem.mmm CoerrY :—~May I ask whether i~ - & &
R AR i w eth_er wa are entitled to'inspect houses in the a3

) p 35 3 3 :
Tae Presipext :—1 can give you the power to do that,

~ Mr. G. SupramaNIA Ivez :—1I do not think that at the present m ' " : Lt

record a resolution such as has been put forward before us., If'fny of the g::;:i::: :::d t: :ml:':o
the executive in the manner snggested he has only to apply to you for permission and on that SWDR
ke can proceed. The whole question of assessment is a ticklish pointin the Muuicipal A dmi‘:::‘::ilou
It so happens that 50 per-cent of our revenue is derived from house assessment, a fact which can be 8On.
from the resolution of the Government of India and which is peculiar to Ma.d’ras and one or two ot;:’n
provinces in the whole empire. Other provinces derive much of their income from the octroi a:(;
other duties. I do not know that it will do us much good to manifest too much sympathy with ho“e.
owners. The house owners cannot but be harassed to some extent, but making allowance for it, I
do not think the present procedureis an encroachment upon the privileges and rights of hou,se
owners, v

S

SuraeoN L. Cor. Warker:—1I beg to oppose the resolution of Mr. Venkataramiah Chettiar
on two grounds-firstly because the resolution appears to me to be in direct conflict with the pro-
visions of the Act’which is illegal and sccondly because it proposes to do a thing which has already T Pe
been done, that is, the revision of a revision which has already ' taken place, which is absurd. I will # .
not be a party to an illegal_and absurd proposition,

R0 Bamipur V. KrIsHNAMACHARIAR:— I wish merely to call your attention to some of the
fallacies brought to our notice. I remember that the words “Commissioners of the Division’ weté not
in the Act 25 years ago, but they were recently introduced because it was thought that wobody
outside a particular division would know the tax paying capacity of thé residents of that division,

Tae PresipENT:—I do not think that has inything to do with the resolation.

{ Rao Bamapur V. Krisavama Caariar:—That has everything to do with the proposition. The
Commissioners ought to know what their position is.

Tar PresiprnT:—The resolution before the meeting is the appointment of a committee, but
your remarks .have nothing to do with it and I must therefore rule you out of order.

Rao Bahadur V, Krisavana CHariAR:—I would only remark then, on the anomalay that o;le
part of the Act is considered legal whijle other parts are considered practically illegal.

Mr. 8. Gyrusawyy Cnerry:—I propose the following amendment,

“That the word ‘President’ be omitted and the word ‘revised’ be substituted fdr ‘proposed in
; .

" revision,””’ ;

Mg. P. M. SivaxeNANA MupALIAR seconded the amendment :—

Dr. Varapapra Natpv:—I wish to know who is the officer that revised the assessment of the
2nd Division. '

Tre Prrsient:—The Revenue Officer as laid down by Section 37.

Dr. Varaparra Nau:—1Is he the Assessor that assessed the houses?

Tae Presipent :—The Revenue officer revises the assessment and inspects the houses when
DeCessary.

Dr. Varapaera Naipo ;I know that. But who is the officer that he generally seulls for re-
porting the matter to him, '

Tae PresipeNT :—The Asgessor.
Dr. Varaparra Nainu :—What is the per-centage of honses inspected by the Revenue Officer,

Tue Presipent :—Every house.

Dr. Varaparra Na1ov :—Has he inspected every house ?

Tae Presipext :=I decline to answer any more questions:

_ as to'the number of houses

. be wrong in my view and if I am wrong I

11

.—Qne of the very cogent reasons for the necessity of having
he 2nd division even now at any rate among the people
sed that there is & good deal of undervalnation still.

Those houses that have been revised are those that have been already properly taxed and those that are

4 i ed for reasons known to the executive. If you take the statistics

. in under-assess )
e T belonging to Manicipal servants and see whether their assessment bas been
for the heart=burning among the rate payers of the division.

Mr P. M. SIVANGNANA MUDALIAR

this committee is there is a general cry int .
the assessment - of whose houses has been rewi

increased, you will find a sufficient reason

Tug PRESIDENT :—Y ou are treading rather upon dangerous ngounds.

Mr. P. M, Sivangyaxa MupaLiak :—1 Enow of certain houses belonging to Municipal servants
whieh have not been properly valued. d

Tar PrestEstT :— Point them out. Why do not the Commissioners point them ont ?

g :—It is therefore necessary that every satisfaction should be

given to the rate-payers and the only way in which you can give satisfaction is to have adc?u?mittei
consisting of a body of gentlemen who have secured the conﬁdex.xce of the rate payers; and it .1[; dno :
possible in any other way to allay the dissatisfaction that pre.vaﬂs among the .rate-payerq. nder-
assessment of certain houses and increased assessment of certain others uposn whlch‘the proper Aass:;sg-
ment has alveady been levied, is certainly a good ground, for he.art burning. I.t is nece.esa.}xl’y tf at
this corporation should not give room for any such heart-burmng unnecessarlly.h It ist eredox:
necessary that the committee should go into the matter and a.scertm.n whether the outie: are bunt i ;
assessed or over-assessed. *Gentlemen, we are told that thereis an appeal Commlttee, Wu e
appeal Committee can ouly go into those cases where there has been over-assessm;fll; en:rau

get the fact that the appeal Committee has no authority in cases of under-a:ssessmex.lt w 1}01 Ilgd - y-
do not come before them, ' 1t is therefore absolutely necessary that t.hm committee shou e;l ap

pointed to ascertain whether houses are properly assessed; and if the President does not choose to haye
any assistance from the report gubmitted by the committee, it is the unfortunate lot of the rate-payers.

That is all we can do; and if nothing more can be done, ne :
satisfaction that they have raised their voice and made as much as possl

by the Municipal Board. 4

Mr. P. M. SIVANGNANA MupALIA

vertheless, the rate-payers will have the
ble in baving their voice heard

—1I quite agree with the remarks of Mr, Sivangnana Mudaliar
that it would cause great heart-burning if some houses are nnder-.a?s'essed. w:ﬂe :}t};?e;st:\,r:
over-assessed. T think itis in the hands of the Commissioners of the .Dmsnon 1f they " thiu nah
there are many houses that are under-assessed to come forward and point out to the executive suc

houses go that the President and the Reveuue Officer may take tl've'necessary nctiox;]. é&s fot.- f.he
other point in regard to houses which are over-assessed the remedy is in the hauds of the Commissio-

ners. Our President has pointed out-that is the view I took when 1 read the proceedings of the meeting

at Pachaiyappa’s Hall—that some of the Commissioners of the division have prejudged the matter. I may
hope to be excuseds This resolution coming as it does from a

This is like tho case of a juror in the Court of Sessions:
adiced in a particular case is entitled to sit on the jury in

Mr. P. TaracArovA CHETTY:

Jawyer does not seem to me very proper.
Would you say that any juror who is prej

that case ?
Txe PrestENT:—You are rather stra-yihg from the point, The resolution is about the ap-
pointment of a committee. 4

ﬁTY;—As for the appointment of & committee, if the Committee wants
at Mr. Sivangnana Mudaliar has pointed out that is, to point out
i oit. In 1894-95 when the executive suggested

“ d houses, I think we must all agree to it hen
::: :ud:;n:::::eof 2o:ore pssessors to begin the revision in the 1st division, the members of the
Stanggng Committee and the President agreed that there ghould be no revision; and even the

Commissioners passed a resolution that thé people must have some rest. But how the revision of the
2nd division came about I cannot say. I Jearn from the President that owing to reports from some

of the Commissioners he was obliged to take up the revision. I will read to you a small portion <.>f th_e
proceedings of a Meeting of the commission in june 1896 wherein the necessity for such revision is

pointed out by Dr. Varadappa Naidu, (Here Mr, Theagaraya Chetty read the speech of Dr, Varadappa

Mg. ‘P. Tugacarova CH
to do that portion of the work th
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Naida.) What does Dr

5 . Vai‘adappa Nai

2 aid

1;,:“ t:.hﬂt there are many houses which u Qean by sayimg that by r

 pointe P SR Sk v are under-valued and whi e-valnation we will

which are undervalued. As t{) r. Varadappa Naida ;v h“fh require revision ? -

_2 Commissioners would see th :he satisfaction of “-h: erein he says that the Ouar President

is ikl Ahia pogipdi B ? every satisfaction is rate-payers the Pres-‘;e are houses

in the 20d division? Wibhout a.n:'le:te]e P Wil they have ﬁn: endexm! 50 $he I‘Me-l g o

to tho state of assessment to % olution of this natare th 3 all time to inspect f: S Whei

dent in forming their opiuvion ab resident 8o that it may hel eth ommissioners can send g 7000 hduses

thankful o the Commissi ‘out the assessment. I h P the appeal Commissi Y3 A DOt
ioners if they would péint out t,]_:-,“ n; doubt the Preaidel:: ers laud the Presi-

under-assessed houses will only be too

Dr. Vagapaprar N
th H Nawy :—I

ought there was great laxity in the Hﬁade the remarks referred to by M

pecting houses. I said that instead of b igiags Department and that y Mr. Theagaroya Chetti
of increasing the house fax toautlhe Revenue Officer wa:thm' as X
3 per-Cent wo wou not ins-

d get the

same

amount if the su isi
pervision was
crease the house tax by 2 per-oegzoperly done. This I stated when th
4 e Commissio

ners wanted .
to in-

Mr, THEAGAROY
A CHErTY:—Di
id the Commissioners propose to raise th ;
e the tax by 2
per cent P

g .« D ENKATARAMAN. ‘
proposed $ JuLy N R, :
P to raise the tax by 2 per-cent apu:—I wish yon to contradict th
. . e statement th
at we

; THE PRESIDE
NT :—Th
ere was no question about raising the ta
; x by 2 per-cent

- a entloned n OOmmltteﬂ

THE PRESIDENT : 2
the House tax ENT :—That is not the point. T thi

. . T think it was only myself th '
at wanted to i
increase

ohservation 4 TARAMIAR CHETTY: —I 2
at what is :—I only wish to s 4
that i propo i ay a word
s::t 1;1 tllxe first place none opf :Zd‘:}r‘i be done individually wi:h(::tregard to Mr. Theagaroya Ch
ona place if a commi 1 ave the co a Propositi e“‘ylﬂ
. ittee d : urage to ent § on., I ha |
is done buianaANBN eWci):l: the work it will be done m:r:rpr:)nt“’ other people's hos';o:‘g to say
. 8. od i
;':u e }:)l‘oceteq on the hy Pothesisrilgl::d':(.) Il)r' Walker's remarks tha[i:tilty i a'r;ld efficiently than wlhne:h':
may be illegal, but f it is legal. F gl 18 illegal and ;
that 3 or nothing is 1 absurd I be
and I do not thix;k 0 we are not indeb ost thereby and g of
; that Dr. W, ebted to Dr. Walk b o harm i
sident:: AhAnes th e bk alker’s authorit er, ag the Presid 18 cansed
; r it is absurd Hortsngidd B question of : ent has already said X
resolution for the r or not it is for the ¢ RN of law is greater th y said so ;
g eason that it . ommaissioners to . an that of th
than that which has be it would allay the feelin : decide. I beg of you to i P"i'
en used by Mr, P’ M. Siva gs which I cannot describe in be pass this
: : ngnana Mudali tter lan
Mg, Pracasa M . ar. guage
an hour, but Shax UDALIAR:—When I ent !
’ the lucid i ered this room I i
:1he procedure adopted by hi:“;i‘;:t;zn of the President regardi‘:gtenti:d to occupy your time ;'or half
wous for meto add e very beginnin present state of thi
g anything f ginning up to the pr - of things and
1dbion heoiting ything further to those presént time, I think it i
: e amend remarks. Bat i ’ ink it is :
ramaiah Chetty wants us t: s!:::; ﬂ-br:h uliva vires and that th:yu: my tlmmble opinion both th:nx:::
enough to concede to a thi pport the resolution on th annot be enforced o
" a thing lik : n the hypothesis - ed. Mr. Venk
The President hal g like that being d s that the Presi ; atae
s told us in plai g done, becanse it esident  will be
upon him and that it would bpel:)m ;’ ot;ds FTATATER 1L W6 i thisw::::l :0 Erachotive Of guet fee?i:‘?d
erfectly useless to carr ution it would g/
y out this resoluti mot be bindi
on. ng

The amendment W: :
as put to the vote and lost, 9 voting for and 12
_ against it. :

M. R. Ry. V. Varad - '
i e po“"" appa Naidn Garu, supported by M. R. Ry, P, M, Si
« P, M, Siviognana Mudaliar

T :
he poll was taken with the following result :—
Pro,
i: R. Ry. C. Thiramalaya Naida Gara.
. R. Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal,

i\:. R. Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garo.
. R Ry, M, Venkatramiah Chetty Gara.
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Ry.C. Yetherajulu Naidu Géra.

M. R.
M. R. Ry. M. Varadarajnla Chetty Gart:
The Hon'ble P- Rungiah'Naidu (Garu. 3
3 M. R. Ry. Rao Babadar V. Krishoama Chariyar Avargal,
A M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.
e Con- N

M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadar C. Kalyanasandaram Chettiar Avargals
The Hon'ble V. Mahomed Sheriff, Khan Bahadur. .
: M. R. Ry. R. N. Pragasa Moodeliar Avargal.

i M. R. Ry. G- Subramania Tyer Avargal-

. M. R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garg:

4 M. R. Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Clariar Avargal-

i M. R. Ry. R Balakistnama Chetty Garu.
Surgeon-Lieutenant-CoIonel 7. Maitland,
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel G. L. Walker,

H. Ormerod Esq-
R. F. Grant. Esq.

i M. R. Ry. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Gart.

at to the meeting and lost.

LI The original resolation was P
gl Mr. s. GURUBAWMY CHET mmissioners say that they were
le or opposed o indivi asont at the meeting

| offer their gervices md
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1y :—In a8
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y 1 know if the Preside

and that they stil
o? There were geveral cases

I ..

which of you will com

d not come at 12 o’clock.

¢ :—1 will pub £¥0 of you,

Tag PRESIDEN]
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in which you (Mr, Gurusawm
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: Mz. (iURUSAW
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Proceedings of a General Meeting of the Municipal Commissioners for
the City of Madras, held at their Office Premises, No. 22, Errah
Bauloo chetty Street, Black Town, on Monday, the 30th November
1896, at 5 P. M., under the provisions of the City of Madras Muni-
cipal Acts I and VII of 1884 and II of 1892,

PRESENT :

Lieur-Cor. G. M. J. Moore, c. 1. k., President.
H. Ormerod, Esq.
M. R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.

M. R. Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.

M. R. Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal,

M. R. Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.

“M. R. Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.
: M. R. Ry. C. Yetherajulu Nayudu Garu.

M. R. Ry. P. M, Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal,
Cowasjee Eduljee, Esq.
Haji Mahomed Abdul Hadi Badsha Sahib.
M. R. Ry. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu,
M. R. Ry. M. Varadarajulu Chetfy Garu.
The Hon’ble V. Mahomed Sheriff Khan Bahadur,
M. R. Ry. M. Ramakistnaiya Pantulu Garu,
J. DeCaster, Esq,
E. H. Elliot, Esq.
M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu. A
The Hon’ble P. Rungiah Naidu Garu. .
M. R. Ry, W. 8. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu. *
R. Ry. Rao Bahadur C. Kalyanasundaram Chettiyar Avargal.
R. Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Chariyar Avargal.
R. Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariyar Avargal.
R. Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu,
« M. R. Ry, G. Subramania Tyer Avargal.
Surgeon-Lieut-Col. J. Maitland.
M.R.Ry. V. C. Desika Chariyar Avargal.

Mr. B. Lovery-

Tae PresipENT:—Before beginning the proceedings, I have to inform you that Mr. Lovery
who has vacated his seat at the last meeting through non-attendance has written to say that he
wishes to resign, as his failing health would not permit him to resume his duties as a Cox_nmissioner.

It was resolved not to re-instate him under the circumstances.

M.
M.
M.
M

The Tramways Company.

Tae PrESIDENT :—The first business before the meeting is theMemorial from the Attorneys
to the Trustees for the Debenture Holders, Madras Electric Tramways Company, praying for an exten-
sion of time to 6th October 1900 for the completion of Sections 4, 5 and 6 of Tramways.

Mr. Pracasa MupaLiar: —What Sections have been completed P

Tae PRESIDENT :—Sections 1, 2 and 3.’
Mr. P. THEAGAROYA CHETTY:~What time do they ask ?
Tas Pruswent:—Till 1900, Time will be up by 1898.
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Mr, THEsGAROYA CrETTY: —] propose that the time b
e e iy p e be granted as the Tramways Company have

Mr. J. DECaster seconded the proposition,

local committee.

THE PRESIDENT :—Yon must remember tha,
Company who drew up the original articles of Ass
to the Debenture Holders who under the articles b
mortgagees. I think the original Tramway Compa
advisory committee, But the questi
committee, If Mr, Theagaroya Ch

good thing. As we are making a considerable concession I think it will
strongly recommend that an advisory committee should be appointed in Madrag

Mr. Pracasa MupaLiar:—I propose it.

Mr. Turaaroya CrEerry:—I have no objection to propose it myself,

THE PrEsipENT:—The question is whether
I have no doubt you can make it a condition with th
read Clanse 88 of the Articles of Association). Do
these people?

you can make it a condition with these people.
¢ origival Tramway Company (Here the President
you think you can make it g condition with

Mr, Gurusawny CHET1Y: — Yeg,

Mr, V. Drsikacmagry: —1f i
. - :=IFf the original co
do it. Upon the last oceasion g mpany was unable t

As the grant is in our hands, we can make any condition.

. . 0 do it, these people cannot
1t was said that the Articles of Association did not permit it,
Tur PnEsmENT:-That mig

work with Meggys, Arbuthnot & Co.
to do it, 4

bt be with reference to the Board. But this is a committee to
Lam in a position to say that these peoplo are quite prepared

«Mr. V. 0. DES]KACHARRY':—The question is whether they have the power.
THE PRESIDENT:=e It they have no power, they will eay so.
Mr. J, DeCaster: — There is no doubt whatever about their power to have an advisory board,

because they haye attempted to have one at the beginning aud I was myself asked to join the board.

:uhavetn: doubt that an advisory board can be greated but the thing is whether we could propose or
ggest it, .

lay qowP the other sections by 19007 What is the use of granting them time if they are to renew their
application for time, ‘That has been our past experience.

Mg. DeCaster :—That was the experience with the original Tramways Company. But these
are the trustees.

Tue Prestoent :—Here read the letter from the Trustees wherein they promised to complete
the sections by 1900.

Me. W. 8 VENKATARAMANJU'LU Namu:— If they are to complete * the lines by 1900 they ought
to begin the work some time before.

Tax PresivENT :— Directly they get the time extended while they will find the funds.

Mr. W. . Venkaragamaxsoru Nawvi— I think it will be better in the interests of the
company and in our own interests if there is any guarantee that the work should be commenced in
time for them to be able to finish it by 1900.

Mr. Erutor:~ What is the use of this advisory committee and why should we make thia
suggestion P

Tne Presiest: —Because to a certain extent we bave to look after the interests of the publio
in the Tramways Company. There is no doubt that the public did want it at one time.
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Mr. Eruior:—~Will the appointment of this board ensure the completion of the line within

the prescribed time ? . .
Tag PrEsipENT :—1 cannot say if anything will ensnre it.

Mr. M. Vexgararamiax CHETTY —At one time they objected to the appointment of the board.

Tar PresipenT :—But this is a committee. it
Rao Bsmapug V. KrisENAMACHARIAR :—We have a perfect right to ask fo'r this. :;hel ;;1111 ; 11;:.
did ask for it. In regard to the want of safety which Mr. Venkataramanjula Naidu urged, ‘ in
al . :
i in thi try is well spent.
every pie spent in this country .
Tar HoN'BLE Mg, P. Roxaiam Natpu :—Let them finish one by 1898 and the remainder by

b | ition is desirable
R0 Bamapur V. KrIsHNAMACHARIAR :—That condition 1s des1 5 '
Mgz. M. Vengararamian Crerry :—They ought to be able to finish the line within the time
asked for.

it wi ime before
Tagp Presioens :—They will have first to raise more money and it will take sometime beio

they get it. : .
d The proposition was then revised in the light of the above discussion and Mr. Theagaroya

Chetty moved it. The proposition runs in these terms :— bl
« That the extension applied for be recommended to Government on the cox;d;)tl:nb :1899,
ining three sections be completed by 6th Oc?ober }898 and another, l{)y 6t ; obe o
. ;ht‘;n::l:?:dvisiug committee of shareholders be appointed in Madras to act with the Attorneys
an

the Trustees,” ;
fhe proposition was then put and carried.

Exemption of Government Buildings &

No. 1832 M., dated 29th October 1896,
1:—Now we come to the G. O. ; R

i PR.E%XDE;NC issioners and others for opinion, Bill' to exempt Governn{en.t buildings
g SR icipal Laws. I do not know whether the Commissioners have
e By that nobody understands

Jepbes th ration of Mu
; from the ope s :
e l?:f: it, but personally it seems to me that the Bill is framed in a way
gone i )

i i t the Government of India object to
i j d reasons given are plain. Wha : .

i s means.ldT::v:?l‘::t:)o:lerii call for plans and other particulars under Seoction 26}? bef:;e
is that ';Ve _Sh°“ o constructed, on the ground that they have qualified men to carr{) 0'1;3 .t 0 v;:om.
i bnfldmgs o aid anything in the Bill about the exemption o.f (.}overnment ui hmg.s i
e DOWher‘?s lv talks of the erection of Government buildings. But the' eading :
vy India “ A Bill to provide for the exemption from:i )
S b

:oipal Laws of Government buildings.” The Government of Madras in its or el
s lo: “ A Bill to exempt Government buildings and lands from Mnmclpa
f.this at all and I have therefore drafted the following resolution which

taxation.
the Bill isas given by the Government of

operatio el
gives the Bill the following fit,
taxation.” I do not approve o
I now propose :

¢ That the Commissi tho
Mnn}cipality was willing to exempt the Gove.arfzmlele;‘t bl:ll:}lng
not approve of their exemption from all Municipal Laws.

i i i ; while the
inion that the Bill as it stands is too vague; wl
s ok s from the building regulations, it could

The building regulations begin at Section 262 and extend to section 302 of the Act.
‘I'be builal

Tag Hox'sue Mg, P. RuNa1an Naipv :—Why not we : s
Tag Presipent :—We cannot do that because it i an imperial Bill,

put in these sections ?*

! d the resolatione
. 8. Gurusawnmy CuerTY seconde : .
e What they really want is that the seerets of imperial defenc.e shonld nclyb
; ﬁntm P:Si[: Eer;z '—It shows you only how badly the Bill is worded and ho:,v St:.yzu-i g::::, ;:;p o
(0] . ) ; - ! . .
::ee:;o::ttingp“ Exemption from Municipal taxation, when thereis not a word about it i

Me. Vengararaxansvry Nao : —In Bombay the Government buildings are exempted from
R. :

local taxation.
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Mg, VENRATARAMIAR CHETIY :—Does the Local ;
letter ? ‘ Government eay anything in its covering

Trae PrEsmENT :(—No.

Sureeon L. CoL. M. \D :~—It i - s
oL, MartraxD :—It is only the haadm§ that is vague and not the Bill,

Tae PresipenT :—I think I will stick to the Bill. Because we are

the Bill and not the title. Therefore I have no objection to alter it 4 .to e ow o e

Sureeon L. COL.. MarrLanD :—~In the provisi 3 s .
ooy : . provisions laid down in the Bill there is nothing to

Mz. Gurusawuy Caerry :—I will suggest the word ‘ misleading’ instead of ¢ too vague.’
This was agreed to and the resolution was altered thus and adopted :
‘ That the Commissioners are of opinion that the title of the Bill as it stands is misleading ;

while willing to exempt such buildings from'such of the building Regulations which require notice to

be given of intention to construct or repair, th i
L pair, they cannot approve of their exemption from all Muni-

The Proceedings of the Standing Committee.

Tar PresibENT :—Now we come to the proceedings of S CH
gs of the Standing C
and 28th October and 6th November 1896, B S ithes, duted 160

MR. VarapappA Namu:—In the proceedings of the 28th October. the tender of Messrs
Goddard Massey and-Warner for Incinerators has been accepted exclusive of boilers, cremators, steam

jets. I wish to know who is to pay the royalty whether the Municipality or the
about the Garlic and Co ? ; g e

. Tae PrEsIDENT :—We have nothing to do with Messrs,Garlic & Co. There is no royalty to
be paid as Messrs, Garlic & Co.’s tender was not accepted.

Mg. Varaparea Naiou :—What is the amount of security taken for th
contract ? y r the fulfilment of the

_Tae Presmrnr :—No security has been taken. We have not yet accepted the tender.
Mg. Varapaeps Narou :—Have they sent any earnest money with their tender ?
Tugs Presivent :—No. The arrangement is being made with Messrs. King & Co:

Mg, VArapapPA NAIDU :—~What is the limit of time given to the contractor to finish the
work ?

Tas PrESIDENT :—No limit, these tenders are only for materials which they have to ship out,
We have to invite tenders hereafter for construetion.

Mg. Varaparea Naiou :—Have they tried any of their Incinerators.

Tagr Prestpext :—Yes. There are § at Karachee.

Mz. Vazapapea Namu :—Have you received any reporb from Karachee.

Tag Presoent :—No. Mr. Ellis has seen them. \

Mg, VARADAPPA ‘Natou :—Do they work well.

Tag PrESIDENT:—Yes.

Mg. VaRaDAPPA NAIDU :—Or will they prove a failure?

Tae Presipent :—1 cannot say that, any wmore than I can say that the Tramway will be a

failure.
Mg, Varapappa Nawv :—But you reported favourably on the incinerator at Bombay.

Tag Presipent:—These people have got the greatest number of incinerators and I do not
thiok there is any fear of a failure..
The proceedings were recorded,

The meeting terminated.

Ty e
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Mixures of the PRoCEEDINGS of & SPECIAL Meerine of the MuniorpaL CoMMISSIONERS for the Crry of
Mapras, held at their Office Premises, No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black Town, on

Wednesday the 18th November 1896, at 5 2.)., under the provisions of the City of Madras Muni-
cipal Acts I and VII of 1884 and II of 1892.

PRESENT :

Lieutenant-Colonel G- M J. Moore, 0.1.E.—President.
H. Ormerod, Esq.
M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.

PP PR N e i

M.R.Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.

M.R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.

M.R.Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.

M.R.Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.

M.R.Ry. C. Yetherajulu Naidu Garu.

M.R.Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.

Cowasjee Eduljee, Esq.

M.R.Ry. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.

M.R.Ry. M. Varadarajulu Chetty Garu.

The Hon’ble V. Mahomed Sheriff, Khan Bahadur.
M.R.Ry. M. Ramakistnaiya Pantulu Garu.

J. DeCaster, Esq.

M.R.Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.

The Hon’ble P. Rungiah Naidu Garu.

M.R.Ry. W. 8. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu.
M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur C. Kalyanasundaram Chettiyar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Chariar Avargal.

B. F. Grant, Esq.

M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariyar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.

M.R.Ry. G. Subramania Iyer Avargal.
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel &. L. Walker.
Busgeon- Lieutenant-Colonel J. Maitland.
M.R.Ry. V. O. Desika Chariyar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. P. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

No. 1.

@.0., No. 2140 M. (L. § M.), dated 21st December
1895, passing orders on the Drainage and the
Water-supply schemes for the City of Madras, and
the Report of the Commitiee appointed by the
Commissioners thereon.

Proposed by M.R.Ry. P. Subramania Tyer
Avargal and seconded by M.R.By. V. O. Desika
Chariyar Avargal—

«'T'hat the réport of the Committee be adopted and sub-
mitted to Government for sanction.”

Carried nem. con. ‘

Proposed by Surgeou-Lieutenant-Colonel G. L.
Walker and seconded by M.R.Ry. P. Subramania
Iyer Avargal— i

«That the hearty thanks of the Commissioners be

accorded to the Committee for their labours in conneetion
with the submission of this report.”

Qarried nem. eon.
No. 2.

M.R.Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu moved
the following resolution, of which he had given
motice :—

¢ That the Commissioners resolve that a Committee con-
sisting of the President, Messrs. Cota Etherajulu Naidu
Garu, 8. Gurusawmy OChetty (Garu, P, M. Sivangnana
Mudaliar Avargal and myself be appointed to examine and
gerutinise the assessment of houses in the 2nd Division now
proposed in revision and, pending the report of the Com-
mittee, the hearing of the complaints against the said
assessment be poetponed.”’

M.R.Ry. O. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu seconded.

To this as an amendment M.R.Ry. Salla Guru-
sawmy Chetty Garu proposed and M.R.Ry. G T
Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal seconded —

« That the word ¢ President’ be omitted and the word
¢ yovised’ be substituted for ¢ proposed in revision.’ 54

The amendment on being put to the meeting

was lost.
M.R.Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu, supported

by M.R.Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal,

The poll was taken with the following result :—

Pro.

Ry. 0. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.
Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.
y-

R

Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.

Ry. M. Venkataram:ah Chetty Garu.

Ry. C. Yetherajulu Naidu Garu.

R.Ry. M. Varajarajulu Chetty Garu.

The Hon'ble P. Rungiah Naidu Garu.

M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariyar
Avargal,

M.R.Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.

M.R.
M.R
M.R.
M.R.
M.R.
M

Con.
M.R.Ry. Rao Bahadur C. Kalyanasundaram
Chettiyar Avargal.
Thg Hou’ble V. Mahomed Sheriff, Khan Baha-
ur.

M.R.Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. G. Subramania Iyer Avargal.
M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
M.R.Ry. M. K. Lakshmana Chariyar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.
Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel J..Maitland.
Surgeon-Lieatenant-Colonel u. L. Walker.

H. Ormerod, Esq.

R. F. Grant, Esq.

M.R.Ry. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.

The original resolution was put to the meeting
and lost.

The meeting terminated.

G. M. J. MOORE, Lieut.-Col.,
President, Municipal Commission.

Municipal Office, Madras,

called for a poll.

November 1896.

MADRAS : PRINTED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, GOVEBNMENT PRESS, /

- e 3 J k™ 4:3 L.(' "1] .......u:)a..‘*-—thv- l \:_Q S,




: o R T

a GENERAL MEETING of the MuniorrAL, ComMissioNErs for the Ciry of
Office Premises, No. 22, Errah Bauloo Chetty Street, Black Town, on Monday

£1% 30th November 1896, at 5 p.x., under the provisions of the City of Madras Municipal Acts I and

VII of 1884 and II of 1892.

PrEsENT:

Lieutenant-Colonel G. M. J. Moore, c.1.E., President.

H. Ormerod, Esq.

M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
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.R.Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.

y. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.

y. Balla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.

y. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.

y. C. Yetherajulu Naidu Garu.

.R.Ry. P. M. Sivangnana Mudaliar Avargal.

aji Mahomed Abdul Hadi Badsha Sahib.
.R.Ry. P, V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.

R.Ry. M. Varadarajulu Chetty Garu. .

he Hon’ble V. Mahomed Sheriff, Khan Bahadur.
R.Ry. M. Ramakistnaiya Pantulu Garu.

Ry. V. Varadappa Naidu Garu.

Hon’ble P. Rungiah Naidu Garu.

y. W. 8. Venkataramanjulu Naidu Garu.

. Rao Bahadur C. Kalyanasundaram Chettiyar Avargal.
y. M. K. Lakshmana Chariar Avargal.

. Rao Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariyar Avargal.

.R.Ry. C. Tirumalayya Naidu Garu.

. G. Subramania Iyer Avargal.

-Lieutenant-Colonel J. Maitland.

. V. Q. Desika Chaviyar Avargal.

No. 1.

Memorial from the Attorneys to the Trustees for the
Debenture Holders, Madras Eleotrio Tramways
Company, praying for an extension of time to 6th
October 1900 for the completion of Sections 4, &
and 6 of Tramways.

Proposed by M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty
Garu and seconded by Mr. J. DeCaster—

“That the extension applied for be recommended to
Government on the condition that one of the remaining
three sections be completed by 6th October 1898 and another
by 6th October 1896, and that an advising committee of
sharcholders be appointed in Madras to act with the Attorneys
to the Trustees.’

Carried.

No. 2.

G.0., No. 1832 M., dated 29th October 1896,
referring to Municipal Commissioners and others
for opinion Bill to exempt Government Buildings
and Lands from the operation of Munteipal Laws.

Proposed by the President and seconded by
M.R.Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu—

“ That the Commissioners are of opinion that the title of
the Bill as it stands is misleading ; while willing to exempt
such buildings from such of the Building Regulations which
require notice to be given of intention to construct or repair,
they E:’a.nnot approve of their exemption from all Municipal
Law.

Carried.
No. 3.

Proeeedings of the Standing Commitiee, dated 16th and
28th October and 6th November 1896.

Recorded.
The meeting terminated.

G. M. J. MOORE, Lieut.-Col.,
President, Municipal Commission.

Municipal Office, Madras,
December 1896.
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