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His Excelloncy The Right Henourable
BEILBY BARON WENLOCK, a.c.s.l, G.C.LE,

Governor of Madras in Council.

-

THE PETITION, OF W. RHODES JAMES.

Huympry SHOWETH,

That in the month of June 1893 the * Benhope” Toll-gate on the Coonoor-

Mettapollium Ghat was nmoved temporarily from its normal position near the top
of “ Benhope” Estate down some two miles to the bottom of that Estate; the
Gate has not yet, two-and-a-kalf years later, been replaced in its proper site, but
it shortly will be I am informed. The removal was ordered solely on account of
the dangerous character of the Railway work above the road where the Gate was
situated.

All the supplies of every description required for Benhope Estate are
bronght up-from Mettapollium, not down from Coonoor; hence the result of this
removal of the Gate has been to impose tipon every cart entering Benhope an
extra payment for toll (in addition to those paid at Mettapollium and Burliar)
just-as the cart enters the Estate.

The District Board, recognising that a private individual should not be made
to suffer loss from the above temporary removal of the Toll-gate, did, by its
Resolutions dated July 12, 1893, No. 20, and April 26, 1695, No. 6, exempt all
edrts coming into Benhope Estate from the Mettapollium side from payment of

this third exceptional toll.

Your Petitioner has been- informed by the Collector that Government has
cancelled the above Resolutions on the ground of their being in excess of the
powers conferred upon the Board by law; and, further, that the question cannot
be re-opened by the Board.

Tnder these circumstances the only recourde available to Your Petitioner is
to beg Your Excellency in Coureil to kindly consider the loss incurred, which now.
stands between three and four hundred rupees (for which there are vouchers),
and to adopt such mode of reimbursement as may seem fit

And Your Petitioner will ever pray.

Ty ‘ W. RHODES JAMES.
Dated at Coonoor, ‘
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