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Gopernment of Hladras.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPABTMZEW

MEMOBANDUM.  [leemnee-

Dated Madras, /4 <Rececr Loggy

From the President,District Board,Madura, No. 138,
dated 22nd November 1895.

Endorsement in the Local and Municipal Department,
No. 1703 dated 2nd December 1895.

Note by the Chief Enginecr,P.W.Department,dated
12th December 1895:-

The Procecdings of the District Board referred with
the above endorsement deal with three questions which are,and
should be kept,entirely distinct,but which have becn mixed up
by the Boé%d in a somewhat confusing manner.

These are

1st. The question of the execution or postponement of the
bridges over the Teniar,Varahanadi and Pambar.

ond. The question of the site for the bridge or bridges over
the two latter streams.

3rd. The question of the construction of a bridge over the
Vaigai betwecn Teni and Andipatte.

The first gquestion is not one with which I as Chief
Engineer have any concernimy personal opinion based upon a
long and intimate acquaintance with the road in question is
that these bridges are an absolute necessityzand this view

nas been accepted by Government and until now admitted by the

Board. It is for the 1&£t§r to consider how far their funds

will




will allow of their under

"and for the Government to decide whether it will permit the Board

to withdraw from their promise to build them.I may however note

that no importance need be attached to the argument in para 6 of

the President's jetter, regarding the expenditure for preserving

the Kodaikanal lake bund;the pund is in no danger whatever.

’;7 With regard to the site for the crossing of the Pambar
‘and Varahanadi the President is entirely in_grror in saying that
wnlloomt’ )

the Chief Enginecr had decided " widdwesTeference to the local -

ite,and hig request that '"no change
ol

withoutﬁponsulting the District

guthorities" to change this s
be made in the original scheme
Board"is quite unnecessary.

i When the question was first taken yp it was considered

. desirable,for the convenience of the traffic,that the two rivers.

o ‘Periy&Kpiam were prepared to contribute a substantial propor-
ion of fﬁg cost of the Varahanadi bridge.

was found that the

fjﬁen the site came to be examined it

esent ;;né was a most inconvenient one,and the cost of bridging

}i#,sQVh@gh as to be almost prohibitoryj;this will be easily un=-

”mrﬁﬁﬂb, whéh‘if is borne in mind that the requirements of a ford

nd of a bridge are diametrically opposed,and that the conditions

Vbrablﬁffor the one are nearly always unfavorable for the other.

e TR present line of road crosses the Varahanadi obliguely
o b 4

After»careful'considefation of the facts I was forced to

, conclusion that the best plan would be to build a single bridge

e;jxhe‘cdmﬁined rivers,which unite just below Periyakulam,and
‘$ﬁ§¢riﬁf g§i§g Enginec r was directed to prepare design for a

bridge

taking the construction of these bridges v )

bridge on this site, in accordance with certain general in-

structions which were given to him,and these instructions conr

cluded with the following words:-

wIn the meantime the District Board should be informed

ds the site,and their concur-

of the proposals made as regar

rence obtained theretosit should be explained that under the

s no contribution can be asked from the Periyaku-

circumstance

lam Municipality,but the latter should be consulted as to the

construction of a light suspension bridge, which the under-

signed agrees with the Superintending Engineer in considering

the most suitable for the position. It may be noted here that

the bridge over the Kullar river at the foot of the Coonoor

Ghat has a span of 200 feet and cost,all told Rs. 56, 005",

a5t The President should know,if the Board does not, the

difference between a proposal and a decision,and the differ~

ence between the preparation of a design and the sanction to

its execution.
It is for the Board and Municipality to decide whe=

.

ther they will,in combination,meet the heavy extra expense of

bridging the rivers above their junction rather than below

it3if they are willing to do so© this Department is perfectly

ready to mect their views,but I am bound to say that in my

vised to adopt any such courseé:

opinion they will be very 11 ad

/27‘ As Tega

room for doubt, the additi

rds the through traffic there is really no
onal length of road involved by -

junction is infinitesimal.

crossing the rivers below their

/7 As regards the Municipality of Periyakulam there is

no doubt that the separate bridges will be most convenient,

put it must be observed that the question affects only that

part of the town (not,I think,the larger part) which is on

the north bank of the Varahanadi, that is, in the fork between

it and the Pambai.

When the former river is in flood traffic going

@k

e e southwards



traffic going northwardg
\\ 4

to make a somewhat inconve-

e
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