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to do so without the expressed permission of the commupity at large.  // 2,

it
; T s ‘ _ ] 8 That in this state of things, the Durmakartha was charg"ed bxfth:;
‘_ } o VTR, o e . . Police apd placed before the 'l‘ox'vn ond class Magistrate under S. S. 28§&QDO of
7 .isa m ' ' i : e : ;heilgntzlzlrll P?bnal C(;('ie, wholcossld}?regl the evidgn[(;e a(idli\cled .f(ir ]zrosem:itlon in ’(th(:1
i . . . ‘ . 1 (6} e observations made the District an eputy Magistrates, an convicte
}‘m - A"’, b :7"' P s - : | T E h{fm and sentenced to pay a ﬁx,xeyof.Rs. 100 on zl——Dp—55, I;Otwithstanding strong
. documentary proofs in favor of the defence. The Durmakurtha who was thus punish-
ed is'a poor man appointed by the Mohomedans and has no authority to demolish / 37, 'FM,)
the. Durgah and tomb as ordered by the Deputy Magistrate. A

the old buildings and roofs of the Durgah, but he (the Durmakartha) was unable

A%

%
j R ; :
/’L,»( o 7L /"‘ I
; - 3 L s e

9. Having had some clue to a conspiracy touching this Durgah was going 7 /4%

.f;i./b"'r"’
on in the circle of high officials, we submitted a Mazur on memorialists 10—5—95, tof }1:
tho District Magistrate protesting against the removai of the tomb and the buildings ¢ )‘AL: X
of the Durgah. This was 4 months prior to the prosecution of the Durmakarthaj, oy,.

but this mazur was not taken notice of.

10. The Deputy Magistrate who is against the existence of the Durgah,
has now become a Chairman of the Municipality, and we learn that he intends re-
moving the Durgah and the tomb in his new capacity, before we could seek redress
in the local criminal and ecivil tribunals. He further intends to oppress - the poor
and innocent Durmakartha with further prosecutions for every day’s retention of

the Durgah buildings under Section 263 of act No. 1V of 1884 (Madras District
Municipality’s Act.)

11. From the accompanying sketch it would appear that the above pri-"
meval tomb cannot in any way make any encroachment upon a road whick the
Municipality has made recently, at. this place *he road is 23 feet broad, while the
breadth allowed for such roads in the D. P. W. code is only 18 feet moreover the
compound walls of the surrounding bungalows occupied by European gentlemen
are nearer to the road than the premises of the tomb itself.

12. That the local authorities seldom interfere With tombs as above.

Tf they do go in any isolated cases, the Government are ever generous to put down

the practise with a high hand. The tombs in the middle of the road asin Coimbatur,
Trichinopoly and in some other places will prove this fact.

¥ 13 That the memorialists further respectfully submit, that the fanatical

hvc':}\m t wﬁ%d injury done to a tomb as one thab is done to thfeir souls. We
Tz sy T therefore that serious riots and the consequential prosecutions of several
f P #anocent persons would result, the pre dices in favor of repression being the
B N\/ 4/ characteristic of the executive- (?

14. Under these circumstances, the memorialists most respectfully pray
-your Excellency in Council will in favor of a few miserable specimens of wretched .
and starving humanity, direct the District Magistrate and the Municipality to respite
the destruction of the tomb of the most venerable Syed Akberally Owlia and its
Durgah premises pertaining thereto, till the matter is mby your ¢
Fxcellency in Couneil or by a properly constituted tribunal here, and the convietion
of the said poor innocent Durmakartha is quasked.

For this act of charity and justice, the memorialists shall as in duty

bound sver pray- .
. 0"(/’4/4’”#’”&7}’}7? P
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" THE RIGHT HONORABLE

THE GOVERNOR-IN-COUNCIL,
NMADRAS.

The humble memorial of the under-

signed Mohomedan community of
Trichinopoly-

ResPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

g T G
That on the west of Bird’s Road in Trichinopoly Contonment, there exists a
primeval Durgah over the tomb of Syed Akbaraly Oulia, this venerable sage having
been intered therein some three hundred years ago. : i e

2.. The road on the east of the said Durgah came into existence only
50 years ago when Mr. Bird was collector of Trichinopoly and it has been called by
‘his name ever since. :

r

~ ‘3. Before the construction of this Road, the premises on the east and also
those on the other three sides of the Durgah entirely belonged to the said Durgah,
the same having been gifted by the Prince of Arcot, purposely for the sittings of
(Mupsalmen af the time of their prayers during their' Ithga and other religious

o SR |
e 4. Although a portion of the premises onthe east of the Durgsh was
5 ‘vé/f ~ taken over by the authority and utilized for making the Road, yet they are even now
: occupied invariably by Mohomedans who assemble at the Durgah for their sittings

. and prayers on all their festivals every year.

7 e
74
#

" ! e :
5. Colonel Porteous of the 4th Pioneer;‘at Trichinopoly who residesin =/ /% +
the vicinity of the Durgah, happened one day to drive his carriage along this Bird’s |
road, when the Mohomedans were at prayers there on account of Ithga festival, and
the Colonel had in consequence to divert his carriage through another road. This /P kN "
incident annoyed him and he therefore fell to writing to the District Magistrate asking ,4'“, YT
him to remove the Durgah with its tomb at once. o S R A/;;/
6. That after due enquiry into the details of the origin of the Durgah ? Yo, # -
and its tomb within, the District Magistrate was not at first inclined to
e e et

. take any
steps in compliance with the request of the Colonel.

7. Finding his exertions with the District Magistrate proved of no avail,
the Colonel addressed the Chairman of the Municipal Council stating that the said
tomb and Durgah encroached on the public road and that they should be remove
altogether, but he (the Chairman) finding no reason to comply with the reqixest o
‘the Colonel, informed him that be could not infringe the religious mnotions of th

* fanatical Mohomedansandthat the Durgah and tomb werenot an encroachment on the
 road, and he further referred the case to the District Magistrate, who allowed his
Deputy to take steps for the removal of some portion of the Durgah at least. Horw-
ever unjust the solicitation of the Colonel may be, the Deputy Magistrate directed

the pment Durmakartha of the Durgah towmb and certain ’portion of // deia

i«

-




	Image00001
	Image00002
	Image00003
	Image00004
	Image00005
	Image00006
	Image00007
	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014
	Image00015
	Image00016
	Image00017
	Image00018
	Image00019
	Image00020

