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5. The town. of Tranquebar on account of its salubrious climate

was for many years the Head-quarters of the North Tanjore District and the

seat of several judicial courts and other public institutions. The port contairts,
as it were, the nucleus of a large city. It has salt-pans, fisheries and a good flag-

. staff port fav
and substantial buildings, public and prlvate a healthy situation and other advan-

tages which
greater facilities for embarking and disembarking merchandlse than ’many other
ports in the District. With respect to the fisheries, it may be added that a consider-
able amount of fish, salted as well as fresh, is exported from Tranjuebar to inland
Even now there are many wealthy merchants who carry on

towns and Ceylon.
ale with Mauritius and Ceylon.

trade on a very extensive sC

6. Next, we respectfully beg your Excellency to permlt us to spend a few
words on the project itself. Tt was on the recommendation of the Local Fund
Boards and the Collectors of the District—Messrs. H. 8. Thomas and E.F. We}%ster
—_that the Government began to consider the proposal of connecting Tranquebar by
Railway with the South Indian Line. This scheme received from the Madras

(tovernment such a strong and effective support that under its sanction a regular

survey of the line from Mayavaram to Tranquebar was completed and an additional

cess of a quar
Fund for the Tranquebar Railway, and other feeder lines as might be Pwposga

 afterits construction (as may be seen

G. 0. Financial Department dated 31st July 1878 No. 1331 ;
i 31st Oct. 1878 ,, 19605 fx’om the Government orders margin-
9lst Oct. 1879 2006. % a,uy ﬂOhed\ and Sainﬁtlon was &ccorded

»”
16th Jan. 1880 105.%
10th o Y880, 415,750 the Mayavaram—'l‘mn@ebar Rail-
17th Jun. 1880 1201.v
way project.

7. But just at the time when final arrangements were v be maa
oxecution of the work, certain unfavorable combination of circumstance
place, in consequenoe of which the Tranquebar Railway pro;ect :
tavour of the Mayavamm-Muttupet Line and the Tmnqu' T Pro:

ed for subsequent action. When sanctlon wa
Muttupet Line, the public of Tranquebar your Excellency $ hu
were duly informed (G O. No. 245 dated 15th February 1890 and ¢
thereon No. 669, dated 5th March 1890, by the Sub-Collector,) that the constr
of the Tranquebar line would be t.aken mto conmde‘ratlon after the cbmpletwn of th
Muttupet Line. Now that the latter is ﬁmshed we pray that the original plan of
connecting the port of Tranqueb mt,h Mayavaram friay b be taken np, or that any

of the follomna alf.ernamve suggestmns be “a&dpted

(a) That a foeder line from Tranquebar m
N{uttupeb Line at Perunjeri, a distance of about twelve ‘miles (the same distance
as between Kanka.l a.nd Peralam, the plams to be connected by the‘:- ‘_remh
'GOVernment) 23 hiintren T i

(b) From Sheally to Negapatam via

7L o ininve yur of scheme (a), we beg
Wﬁl dwert the traffic from the mla.nd takiqs

ourable for shipping and landing purposes, with many godowns, large

are scarcely found united 1n any other town in the District; . it has

ter anna in the rupee levied in the District to form the (Guarantee

ay tap the Mayavaram- =

» 3

 from flowing into French territory throngh the Peralam Line and thus guard
 British interests against the forexgn porﬁ.

Scheme (b) may be taken up with advantage if the French Government
could be mduced t0 glve up their present scheme of counectmg Karikal with
Peralam, and in lien of it to contmue our line through their territory. The

' Sheally—Negapata.m Line passmg through severa.l xmportan% stations and ports such
s Thirumalaivasal, Tmnqueb&r, Karﬂml and Nagore, will prove more favorable

i dor British trade and wmﬂd recommend itself also to tbe French as it brings
4  their settlement nearer l’ondmherry '11us scheme furﬁher recommends 1ts§[f
: ﬁ.as be:mg practically an extension of the East Coast ’R&ilv?ay and would connect &
Mpdras w:th the termmus of tl&e S I Raﬂway‘ T

'[‘he ground-nuh trade is growing more. extens: A“'fron.:t year m year‘ én d el
lo s atried from these ports to Karikal for shipment to the Straits
.T,e salt-pans of Kada;kadn- Neida Mhiramialaive

jholy shnnes and bathmg plm,es mi

“and the important Native festivals held an
Vydisvarancoil, Akore, Olugamangé
thousands of pilgrims, wﬂl prove an imp
proposed Branch line. e

Mr, E. F. Webster Tas (a,& stmd

of the traffic passing through Tranquebar, ar
trade has considerably developed e

; Mutt.upet Lme has met Wlth the ap OV
the interests of the Bnmsh ports re apt
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ments, Mauritius and Ceylon. It is capable of recovering its forme
~ T Commercia]

prosperity. The revenue of Tranquebar to Government from sea custo

salt amounted to two lakhs in 1876-77.* We hegto eall attention to :h g
Returns and other particulars furnished by Mr. E. F. Webster ; B,
dated 23rd July, 1879; also to the fact that the Tanjore District is an o
producing district (as observed by Mr. Thomas), needing annually to send jtg s: 09188~
grain to sea, and requiring the interior to be brought into communication W’it;pt;:s
sea-ports of the District as outlets for such traffic; alsoto the sbipping a.dvantaoe:
afforded by the port of I'ranquebar; and over and above all to the circumsta;ce
that the interests of this and other British ports which have been jeopardised by
the sanction of the Imperial Government in favour of the Karikal-Peralam Railway
need now to be safeguarded by some such Railway project as we pray for. The’
exclusion of the port of Tranquebar from the network of Railways traversing the
District and the Presidency, the wretched state of its roads, the close contiguiat;y of
the ﬁourishipg French port with special advantages, the removal of courts and other
public establishments from it—all these causes have tended to the gradual d&ay,
of its trade. But now we feel confident that the construction of g Railway Line
from this port will revive its former importance and trade. :

12. Tt was we who originally suggested the formation of the Railway

Guarantee Fund of the District. The Local Fund Board unanimously resolved,
under the lead of Messts. H. S. Thomas and B. F. Webster, that the nbject of the
Fund should be to construct the Tranquebar Line first and all other lines subsequent
to it (Vide G. O., Financial, No. 1331, dated 31st J uly, 1878). The northern talugs
of the Tanjore District have in the form of a special cess been aimually contribu-
ting about twenty thousand rupees to the Railway Guaranteé Fund of the District.

As the benefits of Railway extension have not reached us yet, we, as the réma-ining 3

unbenefited subscribers to the capital that has already been raised and utilized for
other parts of the district, pray that we in our turn may be similarly benefited.

For this act of benevolence and kindness your memorialists shall, as'. in
duty bound, remain grateful. : i
|

TRANQUEBAR,
December 1894.

* The rioe of Shigall will be shiphed at Tranguebae T proferencs 0 Thirumall i o T
executed, because. the mn:ﬁ:mexpmymlm w%mpg%btﬁmm el Wi “‘”M will be

s

The exportations of Tranquebar, from 1870 to 1875, in rico only, 1,062,344 mn;hormm S

bales, at 13 bales for a ton, 40,860 tons for the 5 years, and for one year ... .. . SR
The exportsﬁomh.,'_l‘bimmalamsd, th:?iﬁy : Gﬁe%hm}m per year, dm‘tiw&""m;
same period of 1870 to 1875, that makes 186,666 bales, a 13 bales perton ... ., .~ T e

u his letter, No. 794,

Pusric Works DEPARTMENT,

Ramnway BrANcH.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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