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The Chairman, Municipal Couneil, Madura,

ﬂ:e"ActwonIdbemeanmgl’ é X <Hl e 32 Dot ¢ for s 91"' ; Ser,

We have the honor to propose that the resolation of the Municipal Couneil,

_ : No. 62, dated the 12th Febrnary 1895, forbidding the representative of the “Madura Mail?

pamd durmg‘ . : “ ntion. at S . ‘ e ; ~ from attending the meetings of the Council be re-considered and-cancelled no only because

mpdrﬁea snd caneeng‘i Wﬁﬁlﬁ‘ > 10w i Ehat il i e T R = A the proceedings of such local bodies should in all fairness be condacted openly to secure the
o S 3 ey ek s bust 3 A confidence of the rate-payers (inasmuch as if meetings be held within closed doors the pro-

ceedings are liable to be misjudged) but also because there is a distinot course open to the Coun-

cil to take legal proceedings against any person that may be found guilty of making false re.
ports of the proceedings. It may be mentioned here that, when the subject was lately taken

to the notice of Government, they have clearly stated that the exclusion of the represeuta

tive of the Mail from the meetings is against the spirit of  previous order of theirs, Farther,

as far as we are aware, we have not come across any “incorrect reports and garbled state-

ments of the proceedings wilfully and intentionally made with the view of producing a false

impression on the mind of the public.” We request the Chairman will be so good as to place

this our proposal before the meeting of the Council, under Section 29 (2) of the Municipal Act,
o be ﬁx;ed for the 29th Instant.

(8d.) M. Ananthakrishna Naidu.
s 1V, Q. Sriraman .Chetty.
» M. Subba Naidu.
»  R. Venkataramier,
» T.Jambu Chetty.
»  Obla Munisami Iyer.
5th October 1895, » T.Ramachandra Iyer.
‘ ‘ »  V.S.Krishnasamy Iyer.
» M. Alaghirisami Naidun.
» Syyed Mahomud Ibrahim Sahib,
s C.K. Veerasami Naidu.
gy o G E Baudry,
N. Macmichael,
F.C. Reeves.
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The following is taken from a letter, dated né October 1895, addressed
by Mr. V. C. Sriraman Che.ttiar, a Municipal Councillor of Madura, to the Chief

Secretary to Government, Madras :—

The facts connected with the exclusion of the reporter to the ¢ Madura Mail” (alocal

weekly English newspaper) from the meetings of the Couneil will sufficiently appear for ‘~ ) :

purposes of this correspondence from a perusal of G. O., No. 655 M. Mis., dated the 10th =
April 1895, and of the several papers embodied therein. Shortly after the resolution of the

RS 3
12th February 1895, No. 62, was passed by the Council and apparently before the sub]em{“\h e

was disposed of by the Government, Ibrought forward a proposal for reconsidering and cane
celling the resoluti?n iu question on the broad principle underlying the Local Self Govern-
ment Scheme that the proceedings of local bodies should be conducted openly in order to en-
gure the esteem and confidence of the public at large and also on the ground that, if any mem-
ber of the public abused this privilege and made false reports of the proceedings, the remedy
clearly lay otherwise asin such a case legal proceedings might be taken against him. The
proposal was included in the list of subjects posted for consideration at the meeting fixed
for the 28th March 1895 and at some other meetings but was adjourned for want of the re-
quisite quorum prescribed in Section 30 (5) of the Act. As soon however as the order of Go-
vernment which does not set the question atrest was received, the said proposal was, of
course, of the Chairman’s own free-will and without any consultation with me eliminated from
the Agenda lists of the meetings held subsequently. Oa the 8rd May 1895, I addressed a let-
ter to the Chairman expressing my surprise at the elimination of my proposal for the first
time from the Agenda list of the meeting of that date and clearly pointing out that, even
though the Government had not expressly declared that the resolution was illegal, they had
not approved of it either, as the action of the Council had been held to be against their opi-
nion recorded in G. O., No. 591 M., dated 8th May 1894. I concluded the above letter with
a request to have the subject posted for the next meeting at least and let me know if he had
any objections todoso. It will surprise the Government to be informed that my letter re-
mains up to date unanswered and the subject has not been laid at the meetings till now, I
am not unaware that under Section 29 (2) of the Act the Chairman is bound toconvens g
meeting for any particular purpose at the requisition of one-third of the total strength of the =
Council. But what I want to press to the notice of Government is that in such trivial matters
it will not be convenient to get up a..requisit.ion of the sort and that common courtesy would
suggest better treatment at the Chairman’s hands of the communications sent to him by indivi=

dual Councillors. It is requested in these circumstances that the Chairman be called upon to

re-include the proposal in the Agenda lists of the future meetings,

(rene 1)
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~ of the Chairman is irregular and arbitrary ngpted in defiance of the clear provisions of the

-’ ,M the meeting.

ENCLOSURE IIIL

—————

Madara, 26th October 1895,

To"

The Collector of Madura.

Sir,—~We have the honor to hring to your notice that, on the Hth October 1895,. f(')ur;,.‘ ‘l
toen of the Councillors of the Madara Municipality sent to the Chairman a proposal (copy';
enclosed) for reconsidering and cancelling the Couneil’s resolution No. 62, dated the 12th
February 1895, .fqrbidding the representative of the Madura Mail from attending the meet-
ings of the Coﬁnéil. This requisition was made under Section 29, Clause 2, of the Muuicipal
Act IV of 1884 and the meeting for considering the proposal, fixed for the 20th October
1895, A fow days before this, eleven of these had sent & proposal under the snme Section
for the appointment of a paid Chairman, which has been posted by the Chairman for the
meeting of the 29th October as requested by them. We have been not a little surprised to
see that, while the Chairman has chosen to cireulate one of the proposals, he has negleoted
the other subsequently sent to him for reasons which cannot be fathomed. Thongh today

is the 26th October, the notice has not come to us. We beg to observe that such a procedure

Act and in disregard of the status and diguity of the Councillors. It is requested that due
notice be taken of the matter. T
We have the honor to be,
Sir,
~ Your most obedient servants,
(Sd., M. Ananthakrishna Naida.
V. C. Sriraman Chetty.

Madura, 28th October 1895,

ENCLOSURE 1V,

e et

To Y
M. R. Ry. Sriraman Chettiar Avergal, Municipal Councillor, Madura

Disposal No. 3867 of 1895: —30--10—95.

Endorsement on petition from Ananthakristd& Naidu and Sriraman Chettiar of

Madura dated the 96th October 1895, }
s are iaformed that the undersigned secs no occasion to intervene. If

Petitione
y the Act has not been given, it is open to petitioners to raise the point

notice as required b

(Sigued) C. SUBRAMANIA IYER,

s s ) :
8rd November 1895, % " For Acting Collector.
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The Government ébscrves £hat the
procedure adopted by the retitioner in
sending in the requisitio§}¢ith theﬁlet_
ter of 5th Oectober last&ﬁﬁdc?*Seéficn;>

éﬁzﬁbf Act T of }E_g:i/éigned by himself
and thirteén 6£her Councillors,does not
appear to have been altogether correct in
form,for in the letter the sighatories
request the Chairman to place their pro-
posal before the meeting of the Council,
which it is not his business to do, The
proper procedure for Mun%;ééigouncillors
to adopt in such a case 18(to inform the |
Chairman that they intend at such and fE
such a meeting to bring forward a certaini

proposal orjunder Settion 29(2)ef the Act,

ui=géhim to convene g Special meetiné af

for the purpose. The proposal should the 4
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