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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

L-n;i;"he-fpllowiug paper: — ' S

" From J. P. HEWETT, Esq., C.LE., Secretary to the Government of India, Home

o Department (Public), to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras,
T dated Simla, the 8th May 1896, No. 12-Pub.—854

: The system of jdentifying persons by means of impressions of the tips of their
* fingers has been cuccesstully employed for several years in the Registration Depart-
ment in Bengal, and has been incorporated with the anthropometric system adopted
in that Province for the identification of criminals. Recently it has been represented .
to the Government of India that the use of finger-prints for the purpose of identifica-
tion is capable of being extended in various directions with great benefit to the publie
corvice. The Government of India have accordingly caused a mnote, describing the
system in outline, to be drawn up, & copy of which is forwarded herewith for the
information .of the Government cf Madras. Particulars as to the sources of more
complete information can be obtained if desired from this office: but the Government
of India apprehend that Local Governments will have no difficulty in obtaining for
themselves 1nore detailed information if they wish to make enquiry on the subject.
At present the Governor-General in Council only desires to bring the uses of the system
~ prominently before the notice of the Government 0 which will judge as to
" the advisabilit of adopting it for any public se in the Madras Presidency. 1f
it is adopted, T am to ask that the Government of Indi be informed of the fact
and also may b faon
made in working the system and the degree of usefulness ascribed to it.
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FXCLOSURE.
: System of Tdentification by Finger-prints.
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i i Tikely to prove an ;mportant safegnard in preventing false.personation in the
R 'or;‘;:l{:%:;:’ eapezmll; females. gogghmts for payment of Fenm_on might be compelled,
in oase of doubt as to their identity, to produce fresh impressions o their fingers for comparison
with their standard prints which would be kept in- the pension offices. This evidence would be
especially valuable in the case of Purdanashin women, whose impressions could be obtained
through their relatives or friends. The Government of India propose to introduce this system
into Lower Bengal, as an experimental measure at present, for the purpose of identifying
Government pensioners. g
The system might be useful in identifying the next-o_f-km, if Government servants were
required to have affixed to their service books the finger-prints of those who were recognized as
their heirs, It might also be usefully employed for the identification of competitors at public
examinations. ﬁu further been suggested thaf, impressions may be taken of the finger-tips of
all candidates for the public service ; and that they may be attached to all legal documents in the
courts. Emigrants might also be required to leave their ﬁnger-;{ru_lts as a token of.then- identity.
And if the method proves an offective means of identification, it is probable that it could be put
to various other uses. , :
7. The system of taking impressions of finger-tips was adopted in 1893 in recruiting for the
Native Army, but it was considered unnecessary and abandoned last year, false personation being
‘'he Home authorities are, it is believed, about to introduce
es, and there is little doubt that

almost unknown in the army. ¢ ie
anthropometry combined with finger-prints for recruiting purpos t
this will prove of the greatest use in detecting the re-enlistment of deserters. In the Recruiting
Depa.rtmont the system may also be adopted asa check against false personation by persons who
claim to be the persons passed by the medical authority.
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sr—No. 1057, Judicial, dated 23rd June 1896.
ltter from the Government of India, with its enclosure, will be

Lieutenant-General Commanding the Forces, to the Honourable
Court, to all Departments of the Secretariat, and to the Inspec-

Prisons and Registration for information. :
dentification by means of finger-prints have already been
d Registration Departments, the respective Inspectors-
rward the annual reports called for by the

submitted towards the close

Orp
The foregoing
communicated to the
the Judges of the High
tors-General of Police,

9. As systems of i
introduced in the Police an
General will be requested to prepare and fo
Government of India. The first report should be

of 1896.
3. The following letter will be despatched to the Government of India : —
[Hero enter No. 1058, dated 23rd Juno 1896.]

(True Extract.)

o all Departments of the Secretariat. g’}‘/
1 the Depnty Adjnt’nanfeli:!rlail, ‘Madras Command.

- -Gml‘ﬂ, ot Yohce.
thah&pﬂ“f : of Priso oms.

Sy Honourable the Chief Justice, with C.L.
i '

kb
ﬁ Chief Secretary.

Exd. A. Batt,
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