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Proceedings of a General Meeting of the Municipal Commissioners for
‘the City of Madras, held at their Office Premises No. 22, Errah
Bauloo Chetty Street, Black '.l‘own, on Wednesday the 29th April
1896, at 5 P. M, under the provisions of the City of Madras
Mnniclpal Acts I and VII of 1884 and II of 1892.

. Pgesent :
L:eutenant-Colonel G. M. J. Moore, ¢. I. E., President.
» Ormerod, Esq.

R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.

R. Ry. R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.

R. Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.

R. Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Garu.

R. Ry. M. Venkataramiah Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. C. Yetherajulu Nayudu Garu.
Cowasjee Eduljee, Esq.
Haji Mahomed Abdul Hadi Badsha Sahib.
M.R.Ry. P. V. Kistnasawmy Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. M. Varadarajulu Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. G. Subbarayala Chetty Garu.
The Hon’ble V. Mahomed Sheriff, Khan Bahadur,
M. R. Ry. M. Ramakistnaiya Pantulu Garu.
J. DeCaster, Esq.
E. H. Elliot, Esq.
M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Nayudu Garu.
The Hon’ble P. Rungiah Nayudu Garu.
M. R. Ry. W. 8. Venkataramanjulu Nayudua Garu.

R. Ry. Rao Bahadur C. Kalyanasundaram Chettiyar Avargal.
. R. Ry. Rai Bahadur A. Dhanakoti Mudaliar Avargal.
R. F. Grant, Esq.

M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur V. Krishnama Chariyar Avargal.
M.R.Ry. M. O. Parthasarathy Iyangar Avargal.

M. R. Ry. G. Subramania Aiyar Avargal.

Burgeon-Lt. Col. G. L. Walker.

M. R Ry. V. C. Desika Chariar Avargal.

M. R. Ry. P Subramania Iyer Avargal.

Standing Committee.

18 PrESIDENT : —The first busiuess is the election of 7 members for the Standing OOmmttee
for the ensuing year. You may mark off the names of those whom you elect on the paper.

Mz. Desika Crariar :—Before the Commissioners give in their papers I wish to make a fow
suggeshons in the matter of the election of members. :

M.
M

- Tae Presipent :—Are you going to make a resolntmn ?
Mz Dgsiga Cuariar:—Nof a resolution. I wish to maka a few mgﬂm

Tae PrEstDENT :—Yon cannot speak except on a resolution, There is no resolnhon before
tha meetmg The business is the election of members for the Standing Gommxttee.

Mn. Desika Cniariar :—Preliminary to that, I suppase I can make a few remarlcs" I want to
see all D: visions fairly reprosented, and that some are not left out altogether.

- Tae Presivast :—You had better 8 ¢ i : L
Mg. Desia Caariar :—Will I be v? There will be the quashon 0f nohoe,

Mg Veneatarauin Onrm :—1I don’t thmk such a resolation will ba in order,

Tae Prestoest:—I don’t think it would, The Act says that mmbers shoul& he ﬁme&,
Xt doen not restrict the Commlssmners fo D:mmns.




ceedings of a General Mﬁng of the "Mameu:al; mmissioners
the City of Madras, held at their Offic ses

‘Bauloo Chetty Street, Black To on Wednesda the 27th May
1696 at 5 P. M. under the provisions of the City of htadra.s Muni-
clpa.l Acts I and VII of 1884 and II of 1892.

PRrEsENT &

Lieutenant-Colonel G. M. J. Moore, ¢ L E., President.
M. R. Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry, R. Balakistnama Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. R. N. Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal.
M. R, Ry. Salla Gurusawmy Chetty Ga.m.
 Cowasjee Eduljee, Esq.
Haji Mahomed Abdul Hadi Badsha Saheb.
M. R. Ry. M. Varadarajula Chetty Garu.
M. R. Ry. G, Subbarayalu Chetty Garu.
J. DeCaster, Esq.
M. R. Ry. V. Varadappa Nayuda Garu,
‘Hon’ble P. Rungiah Nayudu Garu.
M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur C. Kalyanasundamm Chettiyar Avargal.
M. R. Ry. Rai Bahadur A. Dhanakoti Mudaliar Avargal. ¢
Rao Bahadur V. Krishnama Charriar Avargal. :
M. R. Ry. M. O. Parthasarathy Tyangar Avargal.
M. R. Ry. G. Subramania Tyer Avargal,
Surgeon-Lt. Col. G. L. Walker.
M R.Ry. V. C. Desxka. Charriar Ava.rga]

Remstatamant of a Commxssloner'

TaE Prestornt :—Gentlemen, before we pl‘oceed to the business on the agen&a, you have gﬁt :
to saf,’tla whether you are going to reinstate Mr. B. Lovery who has vacated his seat on the Commission,
~owing to absence from three consecutive General Meetmgs. Mr. Lovery was not able to attend
_the }ast Meeting on account of his illness. ; e i
| Mr. DeCaster:—Is he oes:rona of being remstated ¢ | :
Tae PRESIDENT :— Yes. : ; :
Mg, DeCasrer :—Then I propose "f.hat we exeraise the power of remsbahng !nin e
Mg, M. O. Parraasaratai Ivancar seconded the proposxt.mn. £ *
Mz, G. SusraMANIA A1var :—Considering his old age and the long mviaa ha hﬂ‘ ‘dmm io ﬂzeA
Mnmcxpahty I think we may allow him to retxre, and give the pubho an opportumty of getting a

younger person.

xofim

6.0 on the Revised Hstiniats tor 1895 96 sml the Baﬂgot for m ‘
. Tae Presmext :—The first subjoct on the agenda is the consids
‘M&y 8%, No. ?58 'M,, revxewmg the Be\used Ihsnmate for 189 '9? al
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temporary sheds, we would not be acting up to the

spirit of th g i
exclude them, and include ouly pucca buildings, then th R O order; bat if w
harsh.

53
jorki e

© Working of these byelaws would not be
SureroN-Lr.-Cot. WALKER ;—Removal of huts on

The City of Madras is ruined by promisenous buildings., T
submission of plans and details in the case of any fresh build

ce erected is ag diffenlt
am strongly in fayon
ing of whatever king

as that of houses.
r of damanding the
Mg. S. Gurusawmr CrETTY ;—Mr. Desikachariar has made a mistake in saying thalt these b
are temporary. He does not understand that the policy of the Commissioners hag been toese o
the building of huts in an irregular line, These draft bye-laws are not as stringent as the old on‘;l:vant

Ra1 Bamapur V. Krisunaya CHARISR —The poor people who are to live in huts will nog
be asked to furnish plans and details but only the owners of such hats, I am not sure if sufficient fo 0

is given to the sections of the law requiring people to provide means for sufficient ventilation ree
drainage. i

Tan Prestoest :—They have to show them in their plan.

R0 Bamapur V. Krisanama CHaRIAR :—They make these

means only {emporary f,
purpose of securing their license. They shoald be told to make them permanent, s o
Tue Prestoent :—They are bound to stick to the

plan, and if they deviate from the pl
will be prosecuted. plan, they

Rat Bsmapur V. Krisevaya CraRIAR :—The next door gentleman may object to it
M. P. TresGAROYA CHETTY ;—There is the Civil Court.
Tar Presipent —Then we come to the

question of the rights of individual,
attend to the plans of buildings before us.

We can only

The Proceedings of 24th April and 1st May were recorded.

Tre Prrsipest :—Iu the proceedings of the 15th May,

we have the question of
tion of the Revenne Officer for ! -

; s ¢ applica-
an Assistant in view to the work that he bas to do, ohon

Mg. V. Varaparearn Naveov : ~In connection with this subject T wish to say a few words
On the recommendation of the Establishment Committes, the Account Department was separated fro;rx.
the Goneral Departmeut and given over to the Revenu now that Revenue Officer wants
that to be taken off from his bands.

T
e Officer, and

Tur Prestooyt interrupting :—Beg your pardon. That ig at my suggestion. When he asked
for an Assistant, I asked him if he could not reduce the Iis

tablishment and he said « e .t ko
asked him whether if the Account Department was taken over to the General Department,, that wonld
assist bim and he said*¢ it would, ”’ ;

Mzr. V. Varapaeran Navuov :—1 propose ““that the Commissioners consider it inexpedient to
appoint an assistant to theRevenne Officer or to transfer the Accounts Brauch of the Revenne Depart-
ment to the General Department.” 1 am not in favour of any proposition which will entail an unnec.
essary expenditure on the Municipal funds, and l?e an unnecessary burden on the mw‘m‘yew"who e ©
groaning already under a heavy Municipal taxation without a corresponding gain to them. g o
sideration of the question before us whether we have to allow an assistant to the Revenue Officer or to
transfer the Account Department, to the General Department we liave to consider whether wo are
fied as custodians of public money by simply voting to appoint an assistant, whether“by“&ding 50 we
rightly discharge the responsible trust bestowed on us by the ratepayers, whose representatives wo
are. To know all about the transfer of the Acconnt Department  from  the ~ General
Department to the Revenne Department, I have to call your attention to the
Report of the Establishment Committee appointed on 18th July 1888, Thig Committee
consisted of the President, the Engineer, and the Revenne Officer, who were then called the Vice.
Presidents the Hon’ble P. Rungiah Naidu, Messrs. . Thiruvengada M udth, W. 8. Gaxat‘ﬁ, Hon’ble Rai

Bakadur P. Avanda Charlu, Salem Ramasawmy Madali, N. Srfbmmanl‘e.m‘, J. P: Nicholas, De.wan
Bahadur Ragoonatha Row, and Rai Bahadur Ranganatha Mudali, u. A. Th.w Estabhghn;el{t Committee
actually held eighteen meetings, ard after the subject was thoron‘gh‘l)" discussed, submitted a very
able report which was adopted by the general body of the Commissioners ":’:d the Government of
Madras. This Committee has submitted their reportin whichit says :—‘ According to the a..r-
f#ngements which are in operation at present, this grant refers to two ﬂ?mﬂ;r)nents, viz.
(1) the General Department and Stores, and (2) the Assessment and Collection epartment

justi-

5

; , i + it the Sub.Divisional Depariment of payment for the
sl orn Dfeﬁrtx?cein;l n;j:?le:a a:!;d: 'rC;tsh Department. The neczssity for the reforms and cba};.
Ob‘OHPatiQf‘:dﬂb‘ t:e Cgmmi!;‘.ee will not be obvious unless a clear statement is given of .thu system ia
fes pr:tp;:.eee“: The so-called General Department is general only to t.hg exteni‘; offb«:;:g Lnind%r.t,h(l,

i (B P i he general head of all departments o e Municipa
009?"0"“ %he Premdlelgz’ :rl:;:x: (1512; g:;?::g bteen going the very special work of examining and audit-
etk o ing and passing all bills for payment, and of issuing cheques for such-pay-

SO ¥ ~eporvisieg O mégnts. Money came into the Manicipal exchequer in fa. great ‘v‘a.rieb.y
N i of ways. The rates and taxes of which the Revenue Vice President is

sially in charge came through him. Other miscellaneons items of revenue flowed Il';hromgh otlre;
:fxi(:neli the Public Works Vice President having sometimes be];n allowed toT :nllect s:;: i::er;: ;:gﬁﬁ: .
: im in hi ity of Municipal Engineer. ese sm ~ ’

to be paid on orders passed by him in his capa(fxty oi iﬁ::‘;:xe%amd e s
i_“ - mat;‘“f ort;::: ’:‘;;;;01;‘(’:’:2‘;610:]? ::z::::dpass through one and the same hande viz, 'that t.'ho
bh“' “"P"v_“eP idont. As to the Cash Department under the Revenue Vice Presxdenlf, its chyeft‘
S i and .remit the daily collections to the Bank. The only other duty thz.xt this depar§'~
utirks :;ce::r o wag to draw at the beginning of each month the salaries.to be disbursed to the
;:::nhu:dlsgfal:ihmint only. The work of disbursement was in the case of Pablic Works aud Conser-

vancy Establishments done by subordinates of those Departments.

“Government have repeatedly remarked that there was a double Fyatem of acconntsbi.n regard
to finances which was unnecessary, aund they have called upon the Comm.lssloners t.o remedy t tx:lbseni;:‘
i i for wonder that the very peculiar system in vogue a -
fluous state of things. Itis no matter : s e
i igi i o have not been initiitted into
icipal Ofice should be unintelligible to outside observ?ra', wh |
E:ltzaof a system that has shaped itself on no pre-existing m'odel.‘ A Gen}eml Depgrtmege doing
special work is so far a riddle to read, but there is more in the s‘tufbmndesemng of ntndy: . vc;nn‘:
p:y refer only to the money that comes in, but everywhere the chief officer whose duty it is to loo
m :

‘after the in-comings is also responsible for the out-goirgs, respousible of coarse, only to the extent

that no money goes out except on a proper voufcher. ; 'fake ;hz:i ;g,z::,{, eg:le::lrznl?hz?:xg; ?ftzx:e

i aries. se officers have charge of receipts an ; s, 3 : ‘
it:‘:f) 'ft;e:::;::l ss;,::ion of the function of receiving from the fqnetxop of dxsl?ursmfgé;a ?:ezl bezt:f e::::
sbate of things ontside the Madras Municipal Office, Governtn.enfi naturally eo;)]In)cbn . :. pg.ymﬁf :
were checked first in the Revenue Department and then again in the G-enfara epar mi:e j yt
ing as it inﬁy be to assert that there has been no such waste of evergy .xb isa yota I;a . " tor re;gre‘
that so peculiar a system should have been adopted, a:nd that the yory important wgr ‘o 1':;‘ern; ::i-
dit should have so long been denied the be;xeﬁt of having been supervised .by the .Raf*:snna x:fa :and
dent, whose proper work it is, and who may reasonably be ex.pected t? give to it :vmore im .
: ,tion than the President who must have a great variety of important duties to per onf: m?cox.mea‘"
3'5'-39“. h finance, and who cannot be assumed to pay that attention to figures which lns signing of
aﬁ»m o?the ’a'uthorit.y, not of the Revenue Vice President but of the General Depaxtﬁ@xent, wounld
? eqnes'l‘h Committee is strongly of opinion that all anomalies should be put an end to in the matters
il There should be but one department for receiviog and for paying money and th?t de-
s ﬂnam&e&h uld be under the management of a well paid officer like the Revenne Vicg President.
partmen .8~c:ee unanimously resolving to carry out this scheme, the General Department was recon’ati—il :
L Oommlt ive the President that amount of clerical and other assistance which he might require
f.uted' s :s . gu eneral work. The effect of the re-organization was to reduce the expggdil;gre un-
5 dou.)gh lsdrefaoxfx gB.s 592.8-0 to Rs. 299'-8-0.‘ The saving of Re. 203 thereby effected is mostly no-
de'l' G i? Ar counta:nts and Clerks paid therewith have to be added to the staff under the Revenuna

| ";l:: lPt!::i;i:nbcwho would vnder the new system have a disbursement and Account Departmeu.f., ad-

: 4

ded to his present establishment. et ! . & o
 “In regard to the department of stores the Committee is not in & position fo propose any

changes at present. ‘ :

Tt has been already stated that the Committe? considars. it § n’»mtter: of the first il#pnrtance
that the auditing of accounts and issuing of cheqnes which werq‘l_gt‘hm‘-t?} '10?‘9 by qle Gel?‘,’}‘_ﬂ Dapa "t»';
at should no longer be done by that departments bat shonld -@,a‘m;t of the work "“-PSMM .b’y i
me“R o Vice President. In consequence of this reform the staff »nnde'r the direct o#a?w of the
;:eeve::: “Q:ide President has to be divided into two parts, the Assessment and Colledt’i?i;“ Daphﬂmen i |
and the Treasury and Account Department. In regard to the Aﬂsgmmenﬁ_ _and rcollectn’m é‘aﬂ,"f{bme{m’, _’
some mémbers of the committee were of opinion that the work of a;ssmment Bh’“_'“m‘ be ]F?Pﬁ ! dts~ N
tinct and separate from the work of collection, but on the representations made !fy the ngg}? Vics
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of inspecting and supervising the work of assessors for this short
would steer clear of all difficulties in the matter of giviugan assistan
finance and of asking a Gentleman who honestly says he chn

not i > e
work. With these two-fold objects I would like to proposa the 5 Ik B e -

mendment for yonr acceptance.

Tae Presipent :(—In the first place that is not an amendm
if it was, it ought not to be passed as it would directly interfere
signment of daties to the officers of the Muauicipality. Outdoor ;
Revenue Officer’s Work.

Rar Bamapur O. Karvanasusoruy Ceerriar:—If I am in o : o S
words. As Mr. Pragasa Mudaliar says, Rai Bahadur Ramasa;tdn:r (;h:::i::-d e
twenty.five years of service we are not to dictate to him ag 'to whi
He knows his duty ; and as he is to retire shortly, it is much better to leave toa
and to bis sense of duty, the question of inspection work. He knows his wo
where to go, and when to go  When there is any real necessity,
on our part to speak desparagingly of a gentleman who has done
Just on the eve of his retirement.

e'gt, and in the next place, even
with my prerogative as to the as-
nspection moreover, is part of the

his own diseretion
: rk well; he kno
let him go out ; and it is unbecomin

The resolution was then pub and earried.
The rest of the Standing Committee proecedings was recorded, | ‘
The meeting then terminated,

time. of ten months, T think ;;h‘
t which would burden the Manicipat

having completed

t  his duties are,

80 much service to the Municipamh "
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Li«utenant-Colonel G. M. J. Moore, 0.1E., President.
M.R.Ry. P. Theagaroya Chetty Garu.
M'R‘.By.;;ﬂ.ﬂﬁalaﬁ' kistnama Chetty Garu.
R. N. Prag {udaliar Avargal.
Chetty Garu.
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M.R Ry. V. Varadappa Nayudu Garn.  «

The Hon’ble P. Rungiah Nayudu Garn.

ntaramanjuiu Nayudu Garu.

ur 0. Kalyanasundaram Chettiyar Avargal.
ur A. Dhanakoti Mudaliar Avargal.

.

iR a0 B&hadur‘v. Krvishnama Chariyar Avargal.
. M. O. Parthasarathy Iyengar Avargal.

. G, SBubramania Tyer Avargal. i
-Lientenant-Colonel G. L. Walker.

. V. O Desika Oharriar Avargal.

. P, Subramania Iyer Avargal. .
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