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Peirs and Festivals.

Recording, with remark, report on the Dola festival at i

: Srikurmem, Ganjam district.
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h No. 1285 L., 16a Jury 1896, 3
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by the magistrate issuing the notification, and of dragging the pilgrims after some time
to a district court, would be unduly hard considering that pilgrims come from distant

in one case, being an aged man of fifty, having been sentenced to fifteen days’ rigorous
imprisonment and that in the other fo receive fifteen stripes with a light rattan. Of
the twenty-seven aceused prosecuted under Madras Aot II] of 1889, twenty-two were
convicted either under that Act or section 188, Indian Pena] Code, three were
acquitted, and the remaining two have not been ag yet produced by the police.

8. The exclusive right of collecting fees from shopkeepers in the market and
from pilgrims at the temple gate and of selling plantaing and lamp-lights in the
temple was sold in auction by the Maharaja of 1zianagram as usual to the highest
bidders. The Maharaja’s officials practically prohibited the sae of plantains any-
where in the village on the days on which the festival was celebrated. = This prohibi-
tion seems to conflict with the provisions of section 4 of Regulation XXV of 1802,

9. The delay in the submission of this report is due to the non-receipt of some
vouchers until to-day.

——

No. 1236-8.
Forwarded to Government.

2. The number of Scavengers employed is not stated. The “sweepers” were
certainly too few, and if these had to fulfi] scavengering work also the numbers were
absolutely inadequate. The doubts of the Sub-Magistrate as to the law under which
prosecution can be effected in the sanitary matters mentioned will doubtless be
attended to by the District Magistrate. It seems to me that, provided the ordinary
use of the water is for drinking, the assumption that bathing in it or washing rice
does render it less fit for its purpose—section 277, Indian Penal Code-ought to present
a far less difficult problem for proof than when under section 188, Indian Pena] Code,
danger to human life or health would have to be proved. Of course, much weuld
depend upon what the convicting magistrate considers would render water less fit
for drinking purposes! Most certainly, most would not regard the bathing of the

average pilgrim or even the washing of his rice in drinking-water ag conducive to its
fitness for human consumption.

Forr Sr. Grorge, (Signed) W. G. KING, Surgn.-Lieut.-CoI.,
25th June 1896. nitary Commissioner-.

.

Orprr—No. 1285 L., dated 16th July 1896.
Recorded.

2. The attention of the taluk board will be drawn to the remarks of the Sanitary
Commissioner, »

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary,

To the President, Taluk Board, Chicacole,
through the President, Distriot Board, Ganjém.
»  Collector of Ganjam.
» Banitary Commissioner.
Editors’ Table.

Exd. A. Raitt,

e P PR

e N R SR L S oot
2 No. 1285 L., 161u JuLy 1896.

.

B e s R g

From M.R.Ry. N. RAMAMURTI, Acting Stationary Sub-Magistrate, Chicacole,
to the President, Taluk Board, Chicacole, dated 20th March 1896, No. 374.

With reference to your letter, No. 110, of the 17th ultimo, I beg to report that, as
directed therein, I was present at Srikurmam on the 27th February and the three
following days, and carried out the sanitary arrangements necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public health during the performance of the Dola festival.

the amount spent on account of the sanitary arrangements made for the festival. The
unspent balance of Rs, 16-15-11, and Rs. 4-4-0, the sale-proceeds of the palmyra
leaves used in building the temporary sheds for the police-station, cholera-shed, &e.,
have been remitted to-day to the Chicacole Sub-Treasury. The treasury challans are
herewith submitted. The expenditure has been very nearly the same as that of the

last year in spite of the fact that the festival was performed this year for a longer
period than in the last year.

3. Itis generally said that the festival was celebrated this year on a grander
scale and the number of pilgrims that attended the festival was much larger than in
the previous years. This is attributable partly to the East Coast Railway and partly
to the fact that there was a lunar eclipse on the 28th night. There ware pilgrims
from different parts of Ganjdm and Vizagapatam districts. Pilgrims began to pour
into the village on the night of the 26th February. This was due partly to the
erroneous impression under which some laboured that the ceremony of *“ Kamadahanam”
(cremation of Manmadha) would be performed on the night of the 27th February.
This ceremony, however, came off on the night of the 28th idem. So several poor
pilgrims who exhausted their provisions retraced their steps on the 29th and did not
wait to witness the Dola eeremony proper, which was performed on the Ist instant.
Several fresh pilgrims came on the 29th to witness the ceremony of the 1st. Shop-

As to the number of people that visited the shrine, this must in the nature of
things be a rough estimate, or, more correctly, a guess figure. The number put down
last year by my predecessor is 15,000, The estimate made by the late Mr. G. Jagan-
nadhadoss Pantulu in another year is 50,000. T think 50,000 people may have

visited the shrine during the four days of the festival although they were not assembled
at one time.

4. Sixteen latrines for males and sixteen for females, one shed for police-station,
and one shed for hospital, were constructed as usual. As g precautionary measure, I
reserved this shed as a cholera-shed and g house in the village was rented for hospital
for Rs. 2. There was fortunately no cholera as apprehended. Nor was there any
other epidemic during the celebration of the festival.

5. Temporary scavenging establishment was entertained on five days from the
27th February to 2nd March (both days inclusive), number of sweepers employed on
each day varying from twelve to twenty-four according to requirements, Three
persons were employed to watch the tanks,

6. Two tanks were reserved purely for drinking purposes by the issue of a
notification under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, which was published to the
pilgrims by beat of tom-tom and the affixing of notices at conspicuous places in the
village. Persons who bathed or washed ripe or cloths in them were prosecuted.
Such cases were dealt with last year under section 277, Indian Penal Code. I do not
think that that section is applicable to these cases, as bathing or washing rice cannot
be said to have rendered the water of the tanks less fit for the purpose for which it is
ordinarily used. The proper section under which these cases would fal] Is section
188, Indian Penal Code. Asa prosecution under this section requires the sanction of
the magistrate issuing the notification before It is instituted, and as the magistrate
sanctioning the prosecution cannot try the case, it would require the deputation of two
magistrates to Srikurmam during the celebration of the festiva] for the trial of the

cases on the spot. The only alternative course of sanctiouing the prosecutions there
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Fairs and Festivals.
Recording, with remark, report on the Dola

festival at Srikurmam, Ganj

8rd-class Hospilal Assistant.

(Signed)

ict.

 SRIKURMAM,
3rd March 1896.
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by the magistrate issuing the notification, and of dragging the pilgrims after some time
to a district court, would be unduly hard considering that pilgrims come from distant
- taluks.
7. The police charged two cases of theft and twenty-seven cases under Towns
Nuisances Act, IIL of 1888. The two cases of theft ended in conviction,. the offender
in one case, being an aged man o% having been sentenced to fifteen days’ rigorous

imprisonment and that in the otliersbo receive fifteen stripes with a light: rattan. Of
the twenty-seven accused prosecntedstinder Madras Act III of 1889, twenty-two were
convicted either under that Act or section 188, Indian Penal Code, three were
-acquitted, and the remaiiing two have not been as yet produced by the.police.

8. The_exclusive right of ecollecting fees from shopkeepers in the market and
from pilgrmw‘ emple gate and of selling plantains and lamp-lights in the
temple was sold in auction by the Maharaja of Vizianagram as usual to the highest

s “gpidders. The gih&&ja.’s officials practically prohibited the sale of plantains any-
where in the village on the“da$s on which the festival was celebrated. This prohibi-

. ”'lk . ﬁtgg&‘s&ms to conflict wit%1 the provisions of section 4 of Regulation XXV of 1802,
= : 9. THS ‘deldy*iii"the of this report is due to the non-receipt of some

. . vouthers until to-day. .
L ,;E& \*‘y B TSR e

__ No. 1236-8,

«¥ -3-:»‘\.)-0\):. e =
Forwarded to Government.
2. The number of scavengmgmproyed 1S hot stated. The “sweepers” were

certainly too few, and if _th&e fulfil seaveligering work also the numbers were
absolutely inadequate. 'The ts of the Sub-Magistrate as to the law under which
prosecution can be e‘ﬁ'eWin the sanitary matters mentioned will doubtless be
attended to by the District Magistrate. It scems to me that, provided the ordinary
use of the water is for drinking, the assumption that bathing in it or washing rice

é does rfnder it less fit for its purpose—section 277 Indian Penalji(}ode ought to-present
a far less difficult problem for proof than when finder section’ 188, India Penal Code,
danger to human life or health would have to be proved. Of course, much wculd
depend upon what the convicting magistrate considers would render water Iless fit
for drinking purposes! Most certainly, most would not regard the bathing eof the
average pilgrim or even the washing of his rice in drinking-water as conducive to its
fitness for human consumption.

Forr S1. GEORGE, (Signed)  'W. G. KING, Surgn.-Lieut.-Col.,
25th June 1896. Sanitary Commissioner.
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From M.R.Ry. N. RAMAMURTI, Acting Stationary Sub-Magistrate, Chicacole;
to the President, Taluk Board, Chicacole, dated 20th March 1896, No. 374.

With reference to your letter, No. 110, of the 17th ultimo, I beg to report that, as
directed therein, I was present at Srikurmam on the 27th February and the three
following days, and carried out the sanitary arrangements necessary for the preserva-
tion of the public health during the performance of the Dola festival.

2, I beg to submit herewith a detailed bill with vouchers for Rs. 83-0-1, being
the amount spent on account of the sanitary arrangements made for the festival. The

unspent balance of Rs. 16-15-11, and Rs. 4-4-0, the sale-proceeds of the palmyra:

leaves used in building the temporary sheds for the police-station, cholera-shed, &e.,
have been remitted to-day to the Chicacole Sub-Treasury. The treasury challans are
herewith submitted. The expenditure has been very nearly the same as that of the

last year in spite of the fact that the festival was performed this year for a longer

period than in the last year. ‘

3. It is generally said that the festival was celebrated this year on a grander
scale and the number of pilgrims that attended the festival was much larger than in
the previous years. This is attributable partly to the East Coast Railway and partly
to the fact that there was a lunar eclipse on the 28th night. There were pilgrims
from different parts of Ganjém and Vizagapatam districts. Pilgrims began to pour
into the village on the night of the 26th February. This was due ;artli to the
erroneous impression under which some laboured that the ceremony of ¢ Ka.mag “ac:am 7’
(cremation of Manmadha) would be performed on the night of the 27th Febrnary.
‘This ceremony, ‘however, came off on the night of the 28th idem. So several poer
pilgrims who exhausted their provisions retraced their steps on the 29th and did not
wait to witness the Dola ceremony proper, which was performed on the 1st instant.
Several fresh pilgrims came on the 29th to witness the ceremony of the 1st. Shop-
keepers came from different- parts of Ganjdm and Vizagapatam districts and kept
shops of various kinds. There were exhibitions of several sorts.

As to the number of people that_ visited the shrine, this must in the nature of
things be a rough estimate, or, more correctly, a'guess figure. The number put down
last year by my predecessor is 15,000. The estimate made by the late IMr. G. Jazan-
padhadoss Pantulu in another year is 50,000. T think 50,000 people may have
visited the shrine during the four days of the festival although they were not assemblad

at one time.

4. Sixteen latrines for males and sixteen for females;-one shed for police-station,
and one shed for hospital, were constructed as usual. As a precautionary measure, I
reserved this shed as a cholera-shed and a house in the village was rented for hospital
for Rs. 2. There was fortunately no cholera as apprehended. Nor was there any
other epidemic during the celebration of the festival.

5. Temporary scavenging establishment was entertained on five'days from the
27th February to 2nd March (both cays inclusive), number of sweepers employed on
each day varying from twelve to twenty-four according to requirements. Three
persons were employed to watch the tanks.

6. Two tanks were reserved purely for drinking purposes by the ismme ofa
potification under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, which was publishsd to the
silgrims by beat of tom-tom and the a“xing of notices at conspicuous places ia the
village. Persons who bathed or wasked rice or cloths in them were prosecuted.
Buch cases were dealt with last year under section 277, Int-han Penal (:}ode._ I do not
think that that section is applicable to these cases, as bathing or washing rice cannot
be said to have rendered the water of the tankslfass fit for the purpose for vghmh 113 18
ordinarily used. The proper section under which these cases *.:r'ould iall is section
188, Indian Penal Code. As a prosecution under this section requires the sanciion of
the’magistrate jssuing the notification befere it is instituted, and as the x.nagistrate
sanctioning the prosecution cannot try the case, it would require the deputation of two
_magistrates to Srikurmam during the celebration of the festival for the trial of the
" gases on the spot. The only alternative course of sanctioning the prosecutions there
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N. V. CHALAPLTI POW,

Signed
ranb Srd-class Hospiel Accistant,

~ SRIKURMAM,
3rd March 1896.
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