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The Chief Secretary to Government,

I have the honor

the Proceedings of &

held on 15" June 1898

to forware

Heectinsg




‘sﬁécia1 MeétingQ0f the

the Citf‘@f'mﬁdraéi held at their Office premises

:baiu chétty Street; Black\foﬁn3 on Monday the I5th June‘lag

at 5 P.u,
Acts 1 end VII of 1884, and II of 1893

‘Present,

,tiéuﬁ.C¢I.G.M,J.!cgré,,C.I.E,, President.

B.Balakistnama Chetty Garu.
R.N.Pragasa Mudaliar Avargal .
C.Yetherajulu Nayudu Garu,3 
Hagi Hahamad Abdul Hadi Badsna Senep.
M R Ry.P. V stnase wmy Chetty Ga*u.
J.Varadarajulu'Chetﬁylaaru.

*  G.Subbarayaly Ghetty Garu,
Thé'Hon 'ble V fwhOmad Sher*ff Khan wah
H,R Ry.ﬁ Ramakistnalya Pantulu Garu.

V.Varadappa ?&yudu aru.;
W.S.Ve nvataramanjulu Wayudn Garu.

i

Rao Bahadur C
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TeAGIMEON * Viie UOINLIissi0ners recommend 1o Governe
ment tor its favourable cunsideration the appointment of
Dewan Bahadur P. Rawasawmy Chettiar, Revenus
Officer, to act for the President during his absence on
leave” S
 When the tequisition msking the President to conveng
‘this special meeuvy came to we, | bad soma hesitation in
bacoming a siguatory a0y because of nuy depreciation in my
estimate of Lhe Rsveuus Omfiver—uot becauss I had
grounds to apprevsnd, that 1veCummissiovers who beld him in
the highest estimation and who supported tim on yarious
occasions, would uot do 80, ou the preseut. I i becanse I had
Roy reasous to fear, that G t wuo cousidered the
R:venue Otticer fit to act for whePresident on 1wo lormer ocoa~
sions, had chavged their views, My hesitation was caused
8 recent G. O N . (823 M. Mis., duved 13 & Muy, 1896 ) “i:g
bad just then cawis 0 me in circulatio, 1o which Government
Observes that in a matver like the one bow befurs Lhie o
the Commissioners ure wader u misapprebension as to theig
position, nnd that where the Inw peimits @ vernment, at ity
digoretion, to do a certain act, the 00ing of that act is ong
entirely for the cousidera jon and oeGsion of Government,
Aud that in the absence of a reqaest  for the
opinion of the Qowmmissiouers, a tecommendation
from thew, is beyona ibe tooctions of that body.
‘Tois observation, jseemiog as it does, novel and ime
unprecedented, I bad 1o pause and covsider. The wore I read
$his G 0. along with the provisions of the Act, the more i§
Beemed Lo me, that \be principle eounciated in this G. Q. is
Dot in cousonance with the geueral scope aud intentious of the
Municipal Act. Whetber theAct #peviaily authorises the Come
Imissiouers, s i0 Ceriain Cases 1L GOEN L0 make recommendation
S0 Government, or whetber it does not 8o’
Sbeuw, it must be remembered that auy recowmmeudation made
to Government by the Commissioners, is meither dictatorial
Dor wandatory, but that it 1s nothiug more thag a simple
suggestion, the right of decidivg, being eutirely vested in
Government, 1 sball revert 1o Lhis polut Inter 0a. ln moving
the resolutiin to-duy, I bave to tread on the same grouuds oa
which we passed a simulat resolation iu June last, when our
President bad obtained two mouths' privilege leave, which he
bas bad m;co cancelled, For ihat rjmi“u” the Comwmission~
ers voted by an overwhelwing wajoriy, and as to the
priety of it. The Press wus all bul uuanimous, It l::
tben remunrked by owe or iwo Cowwissioners that
Sbac resolution would be ¥itra vires, us the appointment rested
with the Governor 1n Couugil. | uo not for one moment
Question the righl vested in H B iu Coueo | by See. 45 or
by any otber siwilar section of be Muuicipal Acs, bus there in
noihing to prevent our making suggestions for consideration
in mutters connected with the sdministration
#re charged and intiwaiely acquunied, I
Shat the wording of Suc. 81 of 1he Aot,
Would be devoid of meaning, were such ' :
are conducive L0 the interests of the Muaicipality and not
Qoutrary to the intentions of the legisinture supposed to be
Probibilory, because they ure not spectally autborised, Leg
us, lor oue moment #ee whelber we bad ot been acting upoa
Such an understanding of the Act, and whelher our actions,
Ihmd on the lnhrofo; t::.c such are the iu;aﬁm of the
egislature, have not bitherto been ted by r
Referring to Sec, 11 of the Ast, we ‘m‘, &me ;
1ng or cancelling of vhe rules for tue couduct u oSt
8d 1o the Governor in Council, Followiog tuen the dictum laid
Qown in therecent G O I bave reterred &
the functions of the Uowwissioners,iv thy.

from Government, to submis for thieic sn
the election, or Lo sugyest aDy alteral
ules. We fin 1 bhat th
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‘ofa person to act for the President is also vested in the *

: AW your atteution 10 sec |

jovernor in Uonngil, the power of fixiug or raising the salary
of the President. You will remember that ouly, the otber dz¥,
the Commissioners, who considered the President weil
deserving, unanimously reGowmeunded in the absecce of &
request from Government, the raising of bis salary 10
Rs.2,000, the maximum under \be Act. Wuat is the resuit 1
The recommendatiou is accepied, and we were not told by
@ vernment that in making the recommendation the Come
missioners bave misapprebended ibeir position. I would now
eall your attention to sec, 37 of the Act, under which the ap-
pointment and the fixiug and tbe raising of the saluries of MG
the officers appointed under that section is vesied in 1be i 2
@overoor in Gonocd, It must be within your 1esoliection, ? :
shat when on the last occasion the Goverument raised the
salacy of tbe Healib Otficer, without any reference to the Com-
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missioners, the latler protested aygaivstit at Lhe general mest.
fog beld in July, 1&0;.‘ Qa this, Government in their ordet
No.1468, dated 8 b Suplember, 1892, observed that though
power of fixing the salary resus absolutely with the Governog !
1a Council, yeu they expressed a regret that the G O. ot '68, was i
overlooked, and the Commissioners were not Qousulted whils ;
fixing the salary of the Healtb Odicer. Then, again, in the
oase of M¢. Loane, you could not have forgouten that the Go«
vernment, without the kuowledge of the Commissicners,
nted a man to act for Mr, E lis, aod that that person had i

actually come to take cbarge ot ihe Odice, but on the recome

nenda ‘of the Commissioners Guvernment cancelled theit
own appointment, and Mr. Loaoe was in defereuce to oug
recommendation appointed to act for the Bogineer, Thi
is yet anolber iuncideut, whioh 1 canuot omit mentions
ing bere. OQuly the other day Government was anxious tQ
";vo the Buoglueer an increase ol Rs.200 ot to his present salary,

bilet it was competent for the Governor in Council tofix I

the salary of this officer under the power vested in him by the ! !
Aoy, Government thought it wise to leave the matter to the
dscretion of the Commissioners, What did the Commiseioners Conde
do on this? They recommended an increase of Rs.100 only hiaay
aod this waa simply sanctioned. Isball now draw youe B
attention to sec. 45 of tie Act under Which the appointment :

e G

£

£

i

Governor in Council, Thisseotion does not provide. (as th@ Ly

Act does not expressly provide in many other casee,) forang
recommendation being made by the Commissionere, us regards
the aciing incumbent, We, however, fiud from past records
that in 1888 when the President sent his appils
cation to the Commissioners for leave, he recouis
mended Mr. Jones to act for him., lo this. the Coms
missioners acquiesgsd, aud Mr. Jones was appointed 19
Bt for one mouth. In the same way, in sending bis applica
tion for two months’ leave in 1891, the President recommend.
8d Mr. Ramaswamy Chettiar 1o the Commissioners as hia
docum tenens, and this was nccordingly sanctioned by Govern-
mevt, lu ke mavuer wheu the President apphed to the
O mmissioners for two montbs’ leave in 1883 Mr. Ramaswami
Cheutiar was again named by him ss the aculog lucambent,
aud this was approved of by the Commissioners and Govera-
mwent. I wouder under what law or express provisiou io the
Act, such a course has beew in vogue | and why we, as a body, i
should not make suggestions | Should Goverument not ack b
Bpon them, it would be upon grounds of which we are nog yi
aware. We do not expect every suggesiion or recommens ;

dation of ours to be adopted, for many bave been our sugges.
tions and recommendations that have not beeu accepted '

by Government. 1t is noteworthy, however, thist our recoms B
mendation of Juue lusy urging upon Goverument to appoink {e gt
the Rsvenue officer to act for our President, d bie 1

‘What is vbe practice, I would ask, observed
fn this Municipality in regard 1o the appointment of actiog
fncumbents I Dou't the immediate heads of the Departmen
when forwardiog to \be President application for leave
subordinates, also recommend in the uatural course the pete
son who may be appointed to act 1 This, of course, is .
day ocourence, 1 do not thiuk that any of you would have
beard the President tuking his stand on this
Ing out to the bead ot tbe Departmen
vernment has remarked in the recent G.0 ,that
of a request from him (President) for such
recommendation ou bebalf of the acting
fanotions of that  depurimental
tive there was mnever a case ; s
ring now to the recent G O itself, in which
mendation, in & matter like tue one now before ¢
is obarwc.erised by Government as uitra vires. 1 m
with every deference, that the nrguement coute
@.0. is bair-spiitiing, G : that







ne Whatever, by such
submitted to ‘Goverament By 1be Comn :
Shey oould neither #OLDE 10 the prestige ‘
farument, nor the position of th Commissioners. 1t sach re-
Gommendulions ate recefved and coomdered by Guveroment,
whatever may be the vluimate reswit, it woulu be an impe-
8us £0 the Commissioners bakivg n gredter joterest and
share in the Aduinistrative duties with which they are en-
trusted, and they must be Caiculnted to strengthen the handg
of Government, for they Wil by in A betier position, having
before tbem all sides of tie g testion Qader discussion to ars
Tive at a corraat deoision Lae guesiion is a #erions goe. [
8m certain that you are noy Prepared to admit hiat it is oot
Within our provine: ; us Uummissioners,to convey our views tQ
Government in matiers affecuing the Munivipal administrae
tion of the city, without beiog asked do 0.  If this is once
admitted, you muy rest assured that the axe is laid 10 the
X00+ of the tree. Wi G.u then “bo louger be rue
$0 our  trust as - Cowm sstoners, We own no longer,
B8 the representatives of the rate payers, hold or
utter any views taribering the interesis ot the 1ax. yiog
public. I hope we shall no. be drifting to that stage, L
are onvinoed that the rews
Bonable, and is in accordun i 8 of the Act,
Wo ghall uot be jasufisd ! But it is
. Otherwise we ghali not be justified 1o swallow the rewark
“Quistly. If we ate convinged thai ic 1d 4 duty imposed on us
&3 Uommissionars, 1o eXpress vur views to G 'Yernmeot from
tme 10 tiwe, wheiher BSKO4 0V unnsky”, let us Coutiuue to do
80, aud ubsoive ourselves trom the reswousivility, If our views
and reomwmendaiions yra HOL Agreeably to Governwent, they
may be subuside, and tuen 1he tesponsibilivy would e shifted
from our shoaldeis. "o winy Up wy obssrvaiion, | think it
must be concaded, that Government as the chief controll

the city, It follows, theretore, that
barge of the respousikility devolving on
, the Comumissioners should freely express their views to
Quver @ benefiu of wheir superior ndvice, and
be secured ualess the Commissiouers
theit views freely and Gorernment
advice freely as well. It the views
mendations made by

opurate with them. For

8 such a co Operation, what is the necessary course i

It the Commissioyery: fecoMmerdations are either illegal of
uureasonabls, or if (he uaIrylug out of such recommendations
would be dettimuntal 1o Muticipal interests, 1he same shounld
be pointed ony, aud theu the Uowmissioners would be sausfied
Wikh the decision of Governmeut, Waai 1 do not ubderstand is
that Government shouid tell us ihat where the iuw does Bot
expressiy provide, the Commissioners should make no recom-
mendation uuless they are asked 10 do s0. Of courss, as I bave
already said, wuil  of cur views and  recomwmendas
tlous need nou Decessarily be binding on  Governe
ment, Turping pow Yo the wsubstauce of the resola.
k100 now before You, it 18 very essential that iookiug to
tbe imporiance of s ot the President, that the
ible, by oue who has had

this office in all

Physicully and weutally cspable of dig-

efficiently. Such a Persou we find in the

al capacity I need

fied itselt ou tisgt point, in

extending his term of offige, Tue Revenue QBoer woted for
+MaCaruie ouce, and for Col. Moore wore thay once while

::: ieave on their own Dowmination, rendering universal salisfuge
on,
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axtpacts fyom a Tew of

o ‘Rdfort for 1869 C,M"-'Deehisfari*thé_t’n,en Presiden: sws"l

guss my best thanks for the

'!’.he’:*. ‘

and responsibl

of whieh I have been me

1 amasawmny che ~the A ggeﬁaﬂr the Gmr‘ﬂﬁ&s Y
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hat 1g an otler matier.

Say hhat you swp iate 4t and 8t 4o nnguastionable,

ok 4t 1 woul “have;gane‘thrmgghfth@ whole of my¥
.'tracts by this_time;}dﬁr‘9reéldaﬁ,j

i fx

a3

sndable veview go late 4s in Tohruary last
it 3 i by e | i e §
protest sgainst lir Varadapah Naica

gainst him, remarks "Mr varadapeh Naiau

i‘dﬁﬁ ~ s i work whieh ,he,aeﬁaﬁ

biait he obtszins fhe

when necessary

ds own houses I ecan only say th

ter awars of the geod work that hag bee
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3.:”?!,1)’1 and I have

“

T have

suppoyt me.
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Mr .Subrovalln ehettiy s

becanse it is net

'séy. In recard to what

‘7Se¢tion 1101 thinkihe for

igsioners to

fiodg
i ;
1 {

ot when it wac made. As regards sectien 44

s yacormendation

ny ‘an aman

reviged byve-laws.
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Singeon BimitCol Walkerico .

+1is regolution which M¥
snd at snch great
gireh 'an extent thone

s dwelt on it

sy e e o' oA ; Sl ki
Mr, Pussivsd®, 1 beg to propose the resolation be
amended Dy the addition of the following words imme-
Blately afier the words * oo leave,’ vig, * but that such Te
commendation be deferred uniil asked for by * Government,'
ing this amendment, 1 need hardiy observe that I
by apy feeling whatover, a8 regards Rai
Ramusawmy Chetty whom 1 doubt not would act
as President for tbree mouibs 1o the satisfaction of the majo
rity of the Comwmissioners. My amendment is simply & protest
against the Commissioners putuing themselves for the second
time, withio a few wmonths,in the invidious and false position of
oing beyond their tunctions in makiog a recommendation ¥Q
%avunmom. unasked, on a matter which is enitrely for the
gonsideration and decision ot Guveroment, especially in ihe
face of @, O No 8283, duted 13:h May, 1896, which has only
just been circuiated Lo the Comissioners,Buonld the Comission-
ers persistin the recommendation proposed, their action wouid
be similar to that of an obstinate and ev !
repeats an offence immediately after punis
of opposition ; well be gets spunked agaim, g
what would huppen to 1be Commissioners. in @ similar cese §
their position, bowever. wouid be an undigoified ope,and would,
moreover show ingratitude, as Government have been parti
cularly hberal to the Muuicipality of late in & financial
direction, Bear with me for a few moments whilss I remind
you of the incidents conpected with ibe first occasion
yeoently, in  conbection with which the Commission=
ers  misapprebended \heir  position and overstepped
gheir tunctious in & similar case, ; which
they bave just been brooght 1o order
At the Municipal Meeting of the 12th Febroary last, it Was
'il by Mr, Progasa Mudaliar, and seconded DY Mr.
heagaroya Cbettiar, ** that \he Commissioners yery moncz
recommend to-Government the ratention’ of the services
Rai Babadur P Rimusawmy Obeuy, R.venue Officer, for &
further period of 2 years;” to ubis, Mr. Varadappa Naid@
proposed & certain ameudment, which I suggested sbould
Do altered to the following, vig," that in view of the fact thak
the post of Revenue Officer w0 tbe Municipality is a Govern-
ment appoiniment, the Commissioners defer their recome
mendntion until iv is asked for by Goverument,” Mr. Vara-
@appab Naidu accepied my modification of his ameodment.
1 then became iws seconder, aod 1 made the following T8+
marks, Vi% i== ] think the Municipal Commission wounld
place itgg)f in & Very invidious position, if Government should
i reply vo (hir recommendation, sny :—" When your opinion
18 aekeq for you o8l give” No doubt Goveroment would put
it Courieously, but 1t 18 preity certain thut that would be iba
tenor of their reply, and 1 do not thiok it would accord witly
the dignity of this Commission to be placed in such a false
ition.” Mr, President, our amendment was nufortabately
osr, and  Mr. Prugasa Mudaliar’s resolution, strongly re«
commending 10 Goverpment 8n  exteosion of tWa
)

et o

$herefore the question whether he baving
erefore &0 ¥ end phy Ml!;:!u o 5

s

“siderati
“mor in Council,

was beyend ibe
ceive that the V
g'»h,olr athat

y whom the Comm

snubbed ;




i i -
the more guvp

upon was that the President, while sending up his appli=
- eation tor privilege leave on previous occasious, named
his locum tenens. He has done sov in the past in error, but
he would not, I imagine, dose in future in the face of
the G. O. just received. Mr. Pragasa Mudaliar also says
~that the Government took ro o)jection to the Come
missioners forwarding a inodification of the rules fop
the conduct of elections, though under the Act they have
not oeen empowered to doso; but it must be remems
‘bered that the Government in the first instance requests
ed the Commissioners to make augﬂeniom themselves
in respect cf modifying the rules, He has also mene
tioned the case about the recopmendation for the ine
crease of pay to the President. The increase to the
President’s salary being an increase in Maunicipal exe
penditure must go up to Government in the revised
“estimate and must, therefore, be supported by the Come
missioners. With regard to the increase to the Engie
‘neer that also comes cxactly ander the same heading, ..

viz. it had to go in the Budget mWWf
support of the Commissioners. : - President I
would not detain youand the Commissioners any longer,
Inow beg to proposs a yesclution ihat I gf”""’ i \ﬁ |
the beginning of iy remarks, and I trust that for tha

dignity of this Couneil it will be carried by a large
majuri‘t?y.
Mr. V. O, DesigA CuARIAR 8aid 1=
Mr. Presipaar and Brother Commissioners :—I have
great pleasure in seconding that amendment, 1 do not
want to'take up-tha time ol the Commissioners by make«
ing any vlaborate rewarks by way of appreciation of the
services of Mr. Ramasawmy Chettiar. 1 do nos think there
will bé two opinions on that ; but yes I am not prepared
to say whether the consfruc’ion put upon it by the
Government is the coxrect one or the construction pul
upon it by Mr. R. N, Pragasa Mudali is correct. 1tis
quite useless that we sliould now sit and consider it, es-
pecigm%a\a from what appeared in this 1corning’s papers
we shiall Lave an opportunity to express our opinion in
i on a future oceasion. It may be unfortunate that this
roposition should have come in advance of that. There
no pressing our intervrevations on the Government
when it deliberately ivterprets it in one way. In my
mind the amendment ought to satisfy nsas much as
the resolution itself, I presuine that eyery resolution
of ours is communicated to the Government, If it is for
the information of Government if they are going to at~
tach any weight to our opinion,by all meauns the ameunds
ment, if carried, does the same effect. The amends
ment simply seys that wa do defer our recommendation
until we are asked and that amendmen® onght to eom=
mend itself to you, We should not put ourselves in a po«
sition of getting snubbed a second time, as Mr. R. N.
Pragasa Mudaliar said that there is every probability of
being 80 snubbed a second time. Mr. Pragasa Mudaliar
said that we shall not be doing our duty if we did not
ass this resoluticn. I donot see how we shull be do=
ng onr davy by passing shat resolution. Itis possible
that this recommendation of ¢urs may spoil all chances
of success ot Mr. Ramasawmy Chettisr. He may say
% gave me from my friends.” 1t will be quite dignified on

our to pass 2i amendment such us the oue proposed
by lgr. Walﬁe i

Rar Basapuk V KgisHNAMA OHARI gaid :— I remember
haviog read the (. O ot the 13'h Mas in circalation and
can say, as ao old Commissioner, about the Corporation
baving been never called upon to swallow such bitter remarks
#sthat contained, and 1am garethat theotber Commis.
sioners here bave still some pleasnnt memory of those remarks
to realise how little it was Lo their taste, Though some gentia«
meo seem to think vothiog of it, I cavnot nndersiand the pros
priety of our considering a recommendation which the GQ.
quoted says is utterly beyoud the function of the Comuise
slovers under the law. The recommendation before tha
meeting does not concern public health, or any npeeds or
wishes of the ratepayers or any bye law roing the inter-
#sts of property or uny other questiovs of public couvenier
but ooly the interests of a certain Munig Qficer in reg
to whose retention or promotion A
ted from tne public, Mr, P 1
we have ofien goue




ot 7 =
what is the use of our sulewniy and delibsrately pass
ing a recommendation, and holding our hands till the
request is made by Guvernment Lo forward it ?  Make
up your minds either to make thic recoirmendarion in
view of the duty which you conceive and which you owa
to the Municrpulity aund ratepayers, or do not go in for
it because Government hus expressed au opinion adverse
to your having any authority to make such recom-
mendation. No doubt, as has been hinsed by Mr, V. O,
Desika Chari, either the Government is right or we are
right. 1t may be thst we bhave got power, it
muy be that the Government has misapprehend-
ed our power, or that we have misapprehended
our own fuuctions. If, for any reason, you are not
prepared to make a vecommendation, by no meaus
this vesolution. Do not say that = we recoms
mend, but we wait for the Goveruuent to ask for i,
That appears to be iutroducing a precedent, that is to
Bay put something on ke paper which we are not pre-
pared to carry out, but which we wait to heabie te
carry out until some contingeney arises. That seems to
?:om oﬂecdmt, gl this amengexnant. wd:l’:o:em— think
smendment appears to be one which is alis
it Dr. Walker will p::dan me—useless, must simply
beabsolute waste of time. We must address ourselves to
the question whether we hadthe power to recommend,
whether we, under the present circuirstances, on the
receipt of the orderg in our hands can iwake & recoms
moandation, whether this iy the ezpedient time for
making a protest against the view of overnment,
or sometime hence. When that G. O. is

s, i
, ved for discussing the
merits of the U, ., 1t would gs# be presumptuous on our
part to doit. Because the Government said that it was
niob our daty, we should not shut up and hold still in
,dm‘har{::agmduue-. 1% may be that the presentis
__inoppertune to consider thal guestion, Whatever shat™
may be “aye” or “ ne a8 to ve retursed as an answer
to this resoluticn. This amendment ap to be
altogether a useless one. I don’s see how i
s porTEd ; e

o RSt i 4 s s o S UGB NS L e s

. pp Varadapsh maidus-- I strongly support the ame

hecanse we have simply te obey the orders of fNov

ounse if we oppose them, they will simwiy se

It is merely a waste Gf,ti@e tQ gQ;dve

" * oA

etter that we all #gree in th
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Municipal Commission,
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