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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTME.NT.

- - Reap—Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India in the Department
4 of Revenue and Agriculture (Land Revenue), dated, Calcutta, the 3rd
_ A December 1895, No. 26—28-12,
Read—

Government of India Circular No. 1—28 L. R., dated 15th January 1895, -
Replies of Local Governments and Administrations to the above.

Resolution—Some time ago the attention of the Government of India was attrae-
ted by an order passed by a Local Government which, while suspending the collection
of land revenue on account of local distress due to abnormal rainfall, directed that the
cesses should, notwithstanding, be realized as usual. This order appeared to conflict

£ with the principle that the land revenue

~ Government of India Circular, No. 1—28 of ig the first charge upon the land : and an

4 15th January 1895. inquiry was therefore instituted into the
' practice which prevailed on this point in the several provinces. The replies received

. z ‘ show that the practice varies greatly.

o 2. It will be well in the first instance to define more clearly the class of cases

3 which the Government of India have in mind by separating certain other classes
i which have been dealt with by Local Governments in their replies to the inquiry just

‘ mentioned, but to which the prineiple which it is now desired to enforce is not always
applicable. Thus, in some provinces, the temporary postponement of a portion of the
demand which constitutes a progressive assessment is dealt with as a remission. So,
again, when the demand is reduced with prospective effect in consequence of alluvial
action, a corresponding portion of the demand for the current year is formally remitted.

In these two cases the revenue is not due, and the cess is therefore not leviable, A

2 ‘gtill more important class embraces those cases in which reductions are annually made

| & in the normal fixed demand by a settled and almost automatic procedure under certain
known conditions which are preseribed in standing rules, as in Sind and other canal
tracts and in certain cases in Madras and elsewhere. “In such cases the assessment
is quasi-fluctuating ; the question whether the cess on the revenue remitted is leviable
or not depends upon the nature of the settlement-contract ; the practice varies widely,
~ and the Government of India have no desire to interfere with it.

) 3. The cases to which the following remarks refer are those in which land
revenue that is due under the terms of settlement is suspended or remitted as a matter
of grace, under exceptional chcumstheS, and to an amount which dependg solely
upon the pleasure of Government, and is not regulated I_)Y any fixed automatic rules,
In such cases relief is given, because the revenue payer is unable to bear the whole

? burden of the revenue together with the cesses. Bl}t, on the principle that land

, _revenue is the first charge on the land, whatever portion of that burden he may be
“able to pay should be credited wholly to land revenue, no credit being made to cesses

. until the liability for land revenue has been completely discharged. To push this
. principle to its logical conclusion would be to lay down that no cess can be levied upon
any unit of land revenue demand so long as any portion of it remains suspended, or if

any portion of it has been remitte(_i. The Government of India do not, hpwever, desire

to go so far as this. But they think that Whenever the Erqferentlal claim of Govern-

ment to its revenue is postponed to the. liability for cesses, it is pioper thgt tl.le necessity

for such postpouement should be considered and the reasons which justify it recorded,

¥
e




When gipen for eopying ! :
When copied__ o i ; \
When examined_ 189 . ! ‘
When signed . . S ; i
| :
3 s i 3
¥ R {/ ol i £l
EAD Asamx G.O., No. DATED >
189 ; ;
; ; . ;
Cugrexr No. ; :
. i
: 8
{ $ >
% ”
i 3
Excrosvres 10 0. No, A . ! /
: i k ' ; 3
; S * e
f f
\\ ‘
. . :
. ¥ ./ i \
Orpzr or Govmun}r o . . A A A A A A i
‘J -
\ X ; ; } %
o 2
LixtrER or GovEmNmENT. G L) : { o\
! Ak 3 it
s ;
STATEMENY WITH DITTO. S : o R et o
- & \ i ' ‘ ; ; s - ‘
° 33 ’ ¢ b s et
A ] I ) : iy
ParEms xor yrLep vP, BRING MEANT FOR DESPATCH | : g ¥ \
IN ORIGINAL. ' : e
. - 1 4 ) ¥
2 £ . ‘, Wik v e
: ‘ it T ; b ¥
" g X g \ e Y : 3 o
" ‘ ‘,‘
» "‘ .\ % ’
NB.= : ] 3 v
A = Oopy in fall. ; 3 N 3
B = Not to bs copled ; LR i 3
" P s Copy abstract only. L e s L) ‘ AT
; Q'= Copy heading only. | heis e 2
a ; e
F o ¥ y ;’_ i 1 g - B oL f5¢
Tt e i 1 o




	Image00007
	Image00008
	Image00009
	Image00010

