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-Gov’emor in Council

H. BRADLEY Esq, < o
e Collector of Malabar,
CALICUT.

The humble petition of the inhabitants of
the town of Calicut.

Most REsPEcTFULLY SHEWETH,

That Your Excellency’s humble memo.
rialists most respectfully beg to approach
Your Excellency with this humble memo-
rial in the hope that it will receive Your

S Excellency’s most careful and merciful
T ; : ¢ consideration and will thereby afford to the

memorialists that relief to which they are
In justice entitled.

That the Calicut Municipal Council is-
sued a notice on 1st April last (copy en-
closed) calling upon the owners and occu-
piers of places used for certain purposes to
obtain licenses on Payment of certain fees.
Your Excellency’s memorialists being con-
cerned at present only with the license fees
regarding timber depots, lime kilns and
the bleaching of ginger, they will confine
their remarks to them.

The notice above referred to classified
timber depots according to the extent,
which however is not specified, and sche-
«duled them into three classes, the first class
to pay a fee of Rs. 20, the second Rs. 10
and the third Rs. 5. While Your Excel-
lency’s memorialists being seriously ag-
grieved thereby, were cogitating as to what
steps should be taken to obtain a redress
of their grievances, a new notification hag
been issued by the Municipal Council on
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acre, a demand which cannot but strike
our Excellency in Council, as quite out of
all proportion to the requirements of the
case. :
Your Excellency will not fail to notice
ok that the timber trade of the place is consi-
~ derably handicapped by the various taxes
the merchants have to pay. They are:—
(a) To the Government.
: (1) Land Tax on ground covered by -
the Depots.
(2) Income tax.
(3) Fee for registration of trade
j marks.
(4) Quit rent under the recent ar-
rangements.
(5) Fee for keeping the Kallai bar
open. , ;
(b) To the Municipality. ; :
: (1) Tax on bank-shalls used by the
Merchants.
(2) Tax on the land.
(3) Profession tax.
(4) The proposed license fee.
(¢) To proprietors of land.
(1) Rent of land.

The license fee now charged by the Mu-
nicipality is Rs. 5 in the case of those stor-
ing 300 candies and upwards, Rs.3 for
those above 100 but less than 300 candies
and Re. 1in the case of 100 candies and
less. This fee in itself is too heavy and
beyond the capacity of themerchants to pay-
Tt is needless to say that any enhancement
would be ruinous and quite unbearable.
Tt has moreover to be borne in mind that
competition in this line of business has be-
come somewhat unusually keen and the fa-
bulous profits whichitwasbelieved the trade
yielded at one time is simply a story of the
7 : past. What with the various taxes above

enumerated and the keenness of competition,
the merchants find it hardly profitable to
run this trade.

In the above circumstances Your Excel-
lency’s memorialists beg leave to urge
that Your Excellency in Council will be
graciously pleased to kindly come to their
relief and save the chief trade of the port
from utter ruin.

7

N

~ TIn this connection, Your E

memorialists beg to submit that the
where timber is stored at Calicut

ly within high water mark of the
River and such places do not fall
the category of places enumer
Section 188 (iii) of the District
palities Act, which take in only pk
storage of wood but not river banks
logs of timber are stacked. The
could have intended to bring only
; large timber depots on dry land wi
purview of the Act.

NN

Even if Your Excellency is not p
to agree with Your Excellency’s
rialists in the above construction
Act, Your Excellency’s memoriali

to submit that the imposition of any
fees on timber trade will affect the
most prejudicially. w

- Your Excellency’s memorialists be
recall to Your Excellency’s mind the
that but very recently the Govern
made a demand of a quit rent of Rs
per acre of Government land on the
of the Kallai River used for storing timbe
but upon Your Excellency inspecting the
place and hearing the humble but earnest
representations of the memorialists, Your
Excellency was pleased to reduce the de.
mand from Rs. 250 to Rs.2 an acre. The




ot'phﬂl ”ﬂd not being exempt. Yonr
g“ﬁxeellency’s memorialists regret that the

of assessing such persons with profession
tax. The Council have omitted to take
note of the fact that people ought not to
be taxed on the mere ground that they
carry on some trade or profession. They
ought to have considered whether the
trades and callings which they intend to
assess can bear the tax and whether such
taxation would be justifiable. To assess
 those coming within the last schedule of the
Act to profession tax will be literally tak-
ing away so many meals a year from a
hungry population and Your Excellency’s
humble memorialists are confident that
Your Excellency in Council will not sanc-
tion the perpetration of such cruelty to the
8 poor inhabitants of this town.

» : In disposing of this humble but earnest
memorial, Your Excellency’s memorialists
crave leave to beg that Your Excellency in
Council will recognise the desirability of
considering the present depressed state of
trade, the general poverty now prevailing
“in the country and the utter incapacity of
the people to bear further or enhanced
taxation.

In conclusion Your Excellency’s memo-
rialists most humbly pray that Your
Excellency in Council will be graciously
pleased to consider the various grievances

'y set forth above and grant them relief by

< directing the Municipality to withdraw the

notice in question so far as respects the
timber gpots, lime kilns, ginger bleaching
and profession tax to the extent indicated.

1 For which act of mercy and justice Your

# Excellency’s humble memorialists shall, as

in duty bound,

proposes tobnngthe trade under :

heads according to the extent of
occupied by each trader (the scale ho
not being shown) and to assess fees at

Rs. 10 under class ITI.  Your Excelle:
memormhsts are not aware of any jus

. fees. The trade in ginger is a precaﬁm
and fluctuating business. It does not run
throughout the year butis confined to ’
particular season. It finds employment
a large section of the poor, both male and
female, thereby giving them the means
l - keep the pot boiling for a portion of "the
‘ yoar. The proposed enhancement of #
tax being too heavy, the trade will be pre
judicially affected and will in consequence
throw out of employment a large number
of persons who now count upon being em-
ployed by the ginger merchants during the
season.

Last but not least, the memorialists beg
to draw Your Excellency’s kind attention
to the proposed imposition by the Calicut
Municipal Council of profession tax upon
all who carry on any and every sort of
trade or profession, even the petty match-
box dealer who hardly turns sufficient
pence to cook one meal of conjee gruel,

DRSO S
R

EVER PRAY.

Municipal Council should ever have thought -
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hereby given that Government
. slntloned the scale of fees to be
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f88 f the District Municipalities Act IV
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the owner or occupier of every place now

for license on payment of the fee entered
opposite each, on or before the 15th May
1894 and in the case of a place about to be
opened for any such purposes, thirty days
prior to such opening.
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i Rs. a. p
Chsi - ... v 20 04) 0
Class ii % e SR LR |
Class iii Ayl B
2. Lime kiln iis 20 -0 0
3. Place for storing hides, fish
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5. Place for storing explosives
~ (Kerosine oil) according to
the extent of space occupi-
ed for storing kerosine oil,
& —Class 1 .., . -10 0 0
Class i ... weonrd 00
Do. Gunpowder 5 210,050
6. Place for storage of that-
ching materials o Cal e Do
7. Place for manufacturing
fire-works - 190-0 0
8. Bleaching ginger, (accord-
ing to the extent of space
occupied)—Class i o 90 0 0
Class ii . 25 0 0
Class iii & <30 50 20
0 0
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