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Locat, axp MunicipAL DEPARTHENT.

ise of the power conferred by Section 20 of the Madras Local Boards
Act, 1884, the Right Hono the Governor in Council is pleased to appoi'nt
, .
the undermentioned gentleman to be Vice-Presi
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

LbOAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From J. TWIGG, Esq., President, District Board, Madura, to the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, dated 25th August 1895, No. 100.

With reference to G.0., Mis. No. 1340 L., dated 31st July 1895, ruling the :
election of M.R.Ry. Sinimuruga Pillai Avargal as member of the district board to be
invalid on the ground that he did not obtain a majority of the votes of the President
and members present at the meeting, I have the honour to bring to notice a similar

2.0 20/ 4 Zﬂ{dbm gf—utu:w a‘r

s 7f % ﬁ § case, the election of Mr. A.AP. Millar (vide this office letter No. 72, dated 13th June
W = S &eceet VT el M. ! 1895, and page 113, Part I-A, of the Fort St. George Gazette, dated 2nd July 1895
s Yl % s Z Aﬁf] e - for the orders of Goyerament: 4 y )

eppcesitty aodipicd i .8

lotit 32 Srvcuider (534 yﬁy)

2. At the meeting of the Sivaganga Taluk Board at which Mr. Millar was
elected, the President and seven members were present. Mr. Millar obtained four
votes, and his opponent two, the two candidates not voting. According to the ruling
above quoted, the successful candidate should have obtained five votes, and the election
is invalid. In this connection, however, [ beg respectfully to ask for a reconsidera-
tion of the question (i) whether section 6 of the Election rules requires a successful
candidate to obtain an absolute majority, and (i1) whether, if so, the majority must
be a majority of those present, or of those present and voting. To hold that in order
to be elected a candidate must obtain more than half the votes of those present will

be apt to produce a dead lock in cases where there are more than two candidates.

3. I venture to submit that the rule does not state thatan absolute majority is
{ required ; and would suggest that the words * present at the meeting ”” are intended
- merely to prevent voting by proxy, and that the rule may be read to mean—

W %» @M&W 3 . , (i) that only the President and members present at the meeting can vote ;

(ii) that the election is to be decided by majority of votes (obtained by one

; A : case the late ruling leads to this result that his election as it stands is invalid, but
; Tor. WM mf,w /, ol that if both the members who did not vote (one was Mr. Millar himself) had voted
RO, ' : . N against him, he would have been duly elected as the President who voted for him

E ¢ ﬁ ,m; ’Zé: tt )M""" ‘e 4 L& "—‘. a v' ‘3 had a casting vote.

. i :
= Lo A o, VR g 9. candidate over another) ;
@M, Py & % W ‘7“"' ;-} (iii) that in case of equality of votes the President shall have a casting vote.
| Ia gk il 3 ; 4. Granting that a quorum is obtained, the rules do not appear to contemplate
Zf, / 2 ;' V75 278 eyl — .'1‘: any difficulty that cannot be cured by the President’s casting ' vote. In Mr. MilIl)ar’s
i

FrEegrws st

Orper—No. 2117 L., dated 8th November 1895.

The President’s interpretation of No. 6 of the Election rules cannot be accepted.

2. As the election of Mr. Millar, referred to in paragraph 2 of the President’s
letter, was not valid, the notification approving it, published in the Fort S:. George
Gazette, dated 2nd July 1895, will now be cancelled and the President of the District
Board will be requested to arrange for a fresh election.

§
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3. The Government, however, considers that rule
validate for the future all elections in which
(not necessarily an absolute majority), and th
be published in the Fort St. George and Dist

: A s
‘ ;M No. 2147 L., 8ta Noveusmg 1895. ( ‘

Lyt

e following notification will, accordingly,
rict Gazettes :—

NOTIFICATION. Y &

Under section 145 of the Madras Local Boards Act, V of 1884, the Right Honourable the - . .
Governor in Council directs the publication of the following amendment to No. 6 of the rules .
framed under section 144 (;) of the said Act for the election of memberg of district boards by &
taluk boards, and sanctioned in G.0, No. 196 L., dated 28th J anuary 1887, and subsequently '
modified in G.0. No. 2250 L., dated 8rd November 1894. Any objection or suggestion which
may be made in respect of this amendment by any person or Persons interested will be considered ! :
on or after the 1st February next,

For the first sentence of rule 6, substitute the following : —

“The candidate who obtains the largost number of vote
elected, the President having a second or casting

) 8 shall be deemed to have been
vote in every case of an equality of votes.”

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the President, District Board, Madura.,
» 8ll other Presidents of Dzat;mt Boards.

Exd, O. M. Brisson.
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g, for tho reason stated, the notification
Fort 8t. George Gazette, dated 2nd
roving the — of Mr. Millar as

ard, Madura, and order-
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