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Enclosure III. :

Districr Boarp Orrice, Mapuga, l
From

|
THE PRESIDENT, i

{
Disrricr Boarb,

MADURA,
To A
THE PRESIDENT, |
TArLvg Boa RD, “:
SIVAGUNGAH,
Dated oth
Despatched December 1894,

Received
No. 4040.
Excrosurs.
Refer ence :—His letter No. 670, dated 22—11—94,
Sir,
The irregularities

charged are (1) that the Vice-President voted double though

there was no equality of votes and (2) that the person elected was elected against his will,

Asto (1). It appears that there were six member

s at the meeting, 3 members
voted for one candidate and 3 for the other

; the casting vote decided the question ; there is
he Vice-President voted double befor

This is not alleged and is not pr
siding officer usually takes

no in‘egulawiby in this unless ¢

e 1t was ascertained that
there wasg equa,lit;y.

obable, for in my exXperience the pre-
all the votes of the other members before recordin

g his own. If,
aps be inferred from the wor

ding of the resolution, the vote of M. R.

however, as might perh

Ry. Raman Chettiar Avergal for himself was at first not counted, the Vice-President would g )Z

have had no reason to give a casting vote, but the result of the election would have been the : ; %*

same as there would then have been 3 against 2, IS

As to(2). If M.R.Ry. Hariharam Iyer Avergal was persnaded to accept office against : *Jg

h'is inclinations or elected against his will, that will not invalidate the election ; he can always \ ; '

resign and there will be a fresh election, e

(Signed) L. C. MILLER, "

President, $

No. 4041, dated 5—12—94, A
: (True Copy).

\ ik
Forwarded to M. R. Ry. R. M. C. Raman Chettiar Avergal, member, Taluq Board,

Sivagunga, for information with reference to his letter, dated 17—10-—94,

E. SRINIVASA CHARIAR, :
Jor President, o

“Victoria Pross, Madura—30,




Enclosure IT,

Proceedings of the Taluk Board of Sivagunga. passed at the Special
on Saturday, the 6th October 1894,

Presext,
M. R. Ry. T. Thiagaramiah Gara, Vice-President.
MzMBrRs 1

M. R. Ry. S. Thiagaraja Mudaliar Avargal,
“ 8. A. Ramasawami Aiyar Avargal,

“ A, Hariharam Aiyar Avargal.

“  Sikkandarvava Ambalagar Avar gal.
R. M. C. Raman Chettiar Avargal,

Proceedings No. 138 of 1894,

The Vice President voting for M. R. Ry. A. Hariharam Iyer Avargal, his elec-
tion is carried by majority.
' (Signed) T. THIAGARAMIAH,
: Vice- President.
(True Extract.)

Communicated to M, R, Ry. R. M. C. Raman Chettiar Avargal in reference to his
letter, dated 7—10—1894, o s

(Signed) T. THIAGARAMIAT,
. Vice-Prosident,
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Ehelosure

‘ Terms of the resolution of the Taluq Board, Shevagungah, at its special meeting held

on the 6th October 1894, as committed to writing on the agenda paper by the Vice- :
President. o

Proposed by M. R. Ry. S. A. Ramasawmi Iyer Avergal and seconded by M. R.
Ry. 8. Thiagaraja Mudalliar Avergal that M. R. Ry. A. Hariharam Iyer Avergal be elected.

Mt nndigng LULTEL

Proposed by M. R. Ry. A. Sickander Vava Ambalagar Avergal and seconded by

M. R. Ry. A. Hariharam Tyer Avergal that M. R. Ry. R. M. C. Raman Chettiar Avergal be
elected.

The Vice-President voting for M. R. Ry. A. Hariharam Iyer Avergal, his election ,
is carried by majority. B

A Ly b i

6—12—94, | (Signed) T. THIAGARAMIAH, 1
Vice-President, e ;

R R
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Tiocal Self Government Scheme as our Manicipal Institutions and both are worked on almost the
same principles. I say that Mr. Hariharam Iyer ceased to be a candidate the moment that he
voted for me though his nomination was a valid one till that stage and it was therefore illegal
onthe part of the Vice-President to have voted for him and declared that his election was
carried by majority. Mr. M. S. Sankara Iyer was some time ago considered to have vacated
his seat on both the District and Taluq Boards of Madura and Shevagungah respectively on
account of a technical objection that under Section 124 (1) of Act V of 1894, he could not hold
it when he had resigned it on the Union Panchayet. It was ascertained at the time thathe had
no mind to go out of office from the District and Taluq Boards. But even then,
he was not made to continue on both the Boards on his consent being obtained for the
purpose. In the same manuer, I beg to submit that any consent, oral or written, obtained
from Mr. Hariharam Iyer to take up the Membership of the Madura District Board, when he
had waived his privilege of voting for himself and voted for me is objectionable. In drawing
the kind attention of Government to the great difference which strikes me on the surface

between the wordings of the two following sentenc es,

(1) No vote given by any candidate for himself shall be counted,
and
(2) No vote shall be given by any candidate for himself,

'

1 have to state that according to the first even a person nob choosing to vote for
himself will be ineligible for election. But in the case under reference, one will see not
only that the candidate has not deliberately chosen to vote for himself but that he has voted
for me and that he has voted for me not simply as an ordinary Member but as the Seconder of

o proposition while his own interest was at stake.

I beg to submit that if the Government decides the latter question of the ineligibility

of the candidate Mr. Hariharam Tyer for election, it is not necessary to go into the former
question of the said candidate not having been elected by a majority of votes. I therefore

entreat the Government to dispose of the second question before disposing of the first.

1 have in the above confined myself purely to the technical points involved in the
matter and leave the case entirely in the hands of Government. In conclusion, I most
earnestly pray that having due regard to the various circumstances detailed above the
Government will be pleased to declare that my election alone is valid. '

I beg to remain,
MADURA, : Sir,

9th Decémber 1894, Your Most Obedient Servant,

e, | ok "’#’W

Victoria Proms, Maduraws0.

4

M. R. Ry. Hariharam Iyer Avergal was persuaded to accept office against his inclinations or
elected against his will, that will not invalidate the election. He can always resign and there
will be a fresh election.” Bat I have said neither that Mr. Hariharam Iyer was persuaded to
accept office nor“that he was elected against his will but that it was illegal to consider him as
having bgen elect’efl even when he had ceased to be a candidate by voting for me.

G. O. No, 1122 M, dated the 21st August 1894’, proposes the following rale : —

“No vote given by any candidate in favour of himself shall be counted”.

G. 0. No. 2196 L, dated the 29th October 1894, notifies that the following rule mn
come into force :— \

“ No vote given by any person for himself shall be counted”.

G. O.No. 2250 T,, dated tho 3rd November 1894, notifies that the following rule
will come into force : — S ' iy i

“No voto given by tho President or any Momber for hiumselt shall bo counted””

 Now, though theso threo rules avo embodied in different G. Os.,

 identical. "i‘]iéy' strongly imply
| Liocal Boards should as a sine qua

; declaring !

i th
i
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(1) that Mr. Hariharam Iyer was at the time the election was held not
qualified as a candidate and

(2) that he was not duly elected by a majority of votes.

One of my petitions, dated 17—10—94, was sent by the President of the District
Board to the Taluq Board for remarks and though I requested in my letter, dated 27—11-~94,
to be furnished with a copy of the Taluq Board report that I might have an opportunity
of explaining myself with reference to if, the President has, without giving me this
privilege, made an endorsement on that petition and forwarded it to me for my informa-

tion. (Bnclosure III).

The President has since communicated Mr. Hariharam Iyer’s name to Government for
publication in the Fort Saint George Gazette as a duly elected Member to the District Board.
But I object to the publication and have brought this fact to the notice of Govern-
ment in my telegram, dated the 7th December 1894,

In the first place, the President says:— It appears that there were six Members at the
meeting, 3 Members voted for one candidate and 3 for the other ; the casting vote decided the
question”. I say no casting vote was given in this case noris it evident from the wording

of the resolution. Therefore the question must not be taken to have been decided.

Then the President proceeds thus :— Thers ig no irregularity in this unless the Vice
President voted double before it was ascertained that there was equality. This is not alleged
and is not probable, for in my experience the presiding officer usually takes all the votes of the
other Members before recording his own.” The President is not correct when he states that
I did not say that the Vice President voted double before it was ascertained that there was
equality. Briefly stated, my allegations with reference to the resolution recorded at the meet-
ing have been that my vote should have been recorded and counted and then both Mr. Hariha-
ram Iyer and myself would have got the same number of votes and with reference to the addi-
tion made subsequent to the meeting, that the Vice President should not be regarded as
having voted double though in justification of his own act he might say anything now.

Again the President observes :— If however as might perhaps be inferred - from tha
wording of the resolution the vote of M. R. Ry. Raman Chettiar Avergal for himself was at
first not counted, the Vice President would have had no reason to give a casting vote, but the
result of the election would have been the same as there would have been 3*against 2.” I
have shown that my vote for myself must have been recorded and counted and had it been done,

there would have been equality of votes on both the sides and not 3 aga.mst 2 asfancied by the
President. The President thinks that the Vice President would have had no reason to give a

casting vote but this was never alleged by me in any of my peﬁtiﬂns; My statement has been

all along that the Vice-President had not voted double as he had voted only as ‘a Member and
to suppose that he had voted double there was no room from the resolution itself,

In meeting my objections that Mr. Hariharam Iyer ceased to be a péﬂd_idaté for the
election and that pressure was brought to bear upon his election, the President remarks :—If

2

July 1894, my vote for myself could not be recorded and counted. I beg to submit that the
rule in the said G. O,,
“No vote given by the President or any Member for himself shall be counted”’,
to be inserted at the end of Rule 6 of the Election Rules had not then become part and
parcel of the Rules nor has it come into force yet, seeing that under G. 0. No. 2,250 L, dated
the 3rd November 1894, it could come into force only three months after its publication in
the District Gazettes and this perlod has but just begun. I believed at first that my vote for my-
self had been recorded though not counted bu I came to know that it had not been even recorded
only after the meeting dispersed. Having been convinced of the fact that he was wrong in not
having recorded and counted my vote for myself, the Vice-President said while leaving the meet-
ing that he would make the necessary alterations in the resolution when it might be taken to
him for his signature to be sent to the District Gazette for publication. Then what I thought
wag that if, as promised by the Vice-President, my vote for myself had been recorded and
counted, both Messrs. Hariharam Iyer and myself would have secured equality of votes and
that in such a case there would a re-election, and that no re-election was however admissi-
ble as from another point of view Mr. Hariharam Iyer had by his voting for me lost his claim to
be elected and could not be elected. For all praetical purposes I considered it advisable to
get a copy of the resolution and so applied for it on the 7th October 1894, In the meantime,
I put in a petition to the President of the District Board on the 12th October
1894 in which I clea.rly stated that my vote for myself had not been reom‘&ed
and counted and held that the moment thzt Mr Hanharam Iyer voted for me ‘ﬁe
ceased tobe acandidate in the. ﬁeld of" compe .‘i?" and tlaat the. Vme-Premdent’

voting for him at a time when he had voted :
brought to bear upon his election.

Presxdent had voted double but that he L
endent from the foregomg consxderutm

fix and contented hxmself with statmg tha.t I ha.d votei! for myself m hopé that if quess

tioned he might say he had voted double. I tlms estabhshed in my two pehbiona
above referred to




R. M. C. RAMAN CHETTIAR,
Member, Talug Board, Skevagungah,

Madwra District.

To

THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
Madras,

Sir,
With profound submission, I beg you will be pleased to lay before the Government
the following facts with a request that they may be duly considered :—

A special meeting of the Taluq Board, Shevagungah, Madura District, was held to
elect & Member to the District Board on the 6th October 1894 when the following Members
were present :—Messrs T. Thiagarama Iyer (Vice-President), §. Thiagaraja Mudalliar,
S. A. Ramasawmi Iyer, A. Hariharam Iyer, A.Sickander Vava Ambalagar and myself,

Mr. Ramasawmi Iyer proposed and Mcr. Thiagaraja Mudalliar seéonded that Mr,
Hariharam Iyer be elected.

M. Sickander Vava Ambalagar proposed and M. Hariharam Lyer himself seconded
that I be elected.

I voted for himself.

The Yica;Preaident vsted for Mr. Hariharam Iyer and declared that his election wag
-carried by majority. : '

The exact terms of the resolution as then committed to writ;

ng on the agend# paper
ran as follows e B 2 :

M. R. Ry.
elected.

The Vice-President voting for M. R. Ry. i Hﬂarih"‘
is carried by majority”. (Enclbsure I). e

I must here state that my vote for myself was not inecofa )¢
Vice-President under the erroneous impression that under G. 0. No,

% §
¥
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THE CHIEP SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT. .
Madras. Z
MEMO.
REFERENCE :—

Petition of Mr. R. M. C. Raman Chettiar, Member,
dated Madura, 9th December 1894, questioning the validity

Talaq Boarad, Shevagungh,

of election of Mr. A. Hari-
haram Iyer as a District Board Member by the said Taluq Board.

ERRATUM.

For the words, “ I voted for himself” printed on the firgt page in the above peti-

tion as a separate para, please read, I woted for myself”,
Madura,

Pressman,

. 151294,

Viotoria Press, Madura<30,

Dated 72
Received 7/,7
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