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should be fixed at a lower grade of scarcity, that is to say, that the ‘“scarcity rates ”
for these special districts should represent a greater amount of the staple food-grain
per rupee being procurable than at present determined.

2. The average ratios given in the table on page 33 of my report were calculated
on the census population of 1881, those for 1891—93 given in the same table being
reckoned on the estimated population.

ResorurioN—dated 1st December 1894, No. 508,

In paragraph 10 of his annual report for 1893, the Acting Sanitary Commissioner
remarked that in the districts of Kurnool, Bellary, Cuddapah, Nellore and Madras, the
vital statistics of the three years ending with 1893 showed a marked increase ir; the
mortality of the old and the very young, followed by a drop in the birth-rate, and that
this combination indicated that the interference with reproduction was due to scarcity.
He went on to suggest whether the scarcity rates for these distriets, fixed under
G.0., dated 18th December 1898, No. 1077, should not * be estimated at a somewhat
lower figure,” that is to say, at rates which would give more grain per rupee.

9. The data given by Dr. King in support of the above recommendation were

as follow :—
Death-rate. Death-rate, ¥
Birth- l Bi
% [ irth-
Year or period. rate. | Under | Under | Over | rate. | Under | Under | Over
one five fifty | Total one five fifty | Total.
year. | years, | years. year. | years. | years.
Kurnool. Bellary.
Average for ten years
ending 1890 ..~ .| 874 | MIT 663 | 209| 9269| 894| 1407 | 728 306 | 226
1891 oo | ess| mre| e28| 46| 23| 64| 1526| 888| 41| 26%
1892 M s VTR 30'6 2722 767 582 342 316 1466 89-1 500 266
1898 i S o 266 1301 539 432 223 285 1329 809 380 210
Cuddapah. Nellore.
Aoyt A, R SV igen T Y amar ROEL ARKL FRE L T L e
1891 . e ¥ o 263 112-1 428 416 228 237 935 408 29-7 170
1892 o 2 1 232 1236 49-3 483 237 214 102:7 474 338 196
1893 3 54 i 22°4 1176 453 506 232 21'6 947 383 338 147

Until quite the latter end of 1891, there was no distress in Kurnool, Bellary
por over a large portion of Cuddapah and. Nellore, and these distriets maintained a
very considerable export of food-grains during the greater part of the year. Portions
of the last-named districts, however, suffered slightly in the earlier months of the year,
but a reference to the price returns will show that there was no approach to scarcity rates
till November. Peculiarly, however, the de.ath.-rate of persons over fifty greatly exceeded
the average during this year in all four districts. The Board does not see how this
increase can be ascribed to scareity. During 1891 also there was a very marked
increase in the mortality of infants in Bellary and Nellore, which can scarcely be
attributed to scarcity. Compared with 1891, the mortality amongst infants during
1892 rose considerably in Kurnool and Nellore, but fell in Bellary, whilst in
Cuddapah it was almost normal. A statement showing the prices of the staple food-
s in each of the four districts during the years 1n question 18 appended. bDuTl;lg
the first half of 1892, the district average prices of the staple food-grams.werteha ove d?
scarcity rates in Kurnool, Bellary and Cuddapah, and had been so dxi)rmg the prec(?t
ing December also. In Nellore, the average price of ragi was also a owlf)e1 e :garmty
rate from January to June 1892, and that of cholum only very sl}gh’dy elow lde rate
adopted for that grain. So far, therefore, the sanctioned scarcity rates wou sﬁfn};
to have indicated with sufficient clearness the existence of the distress v; ti
Dr. King would infer from the vital statistics. Cholum in Nellore did not touch' he
gcarcity rate, and it seems probable that the rate for this grain is somewhat too high.
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: of the returns of births, the figures given above show a marked decrease in
{Eeﬂﬁfr:has:ate in 1893, as compare;d.witgu{w.l and 1892, in Kurnool, Bellary and
Cuddapah, and as compared with 1891 only, in Nellore also. It is nof at all clear
how far this falling off may have been due to a lessening of the attention devoted
to the registration of vital statistics in the latter year, for there was also a decrease in
the death-rate, except in Cuddapah, but so far as it goes, it is not at variance with
the inferences which the price returns would suggest. :

3. When it is remembered that the average ratios on which Dr. King bases his
Jeductions were calculated on the census figures of 1881, and those for 1891 to
1893 on the estimated population for the years specified, the value of the comparison
diminishes. The average ratios if calculated on the estimated population would all
be lower, and thus the figures for 1893 might be made to appear Pracpcally normal,
and the greater attention which was undoubtedly paid to registration in the affected
districts during 1891 and 1892 might be suggested as the reason for the rise both in
the birth and in the death rates worked out for these years. . :

4. Having in view the fact that the revision of the scarcity rates for all districts is
still under consideration (Board’s Proceedtngs, No. :199, dated 26th Noyember 1894,)
and that so far as can be seen the prices of food-grains as recorded during the recent

riod of distress sufficiently indicated *¢ scarcity ”’ at a time when the mortuary returns
subsequently showed some evidence of pressure, the Board does not consider that it is
necessary at present to modify the rates already fixed for Kurnool, Bellary, Cuddapah
and Nellore. In all these distriots, the distress was very much localised, while the
prices quoted are merely district averages and the vital statistics relate to the whole
population. g : o

5. The case of the city of Madras is, ‘however, different. Here the food-grain of

the bulk of the people is rice, and the price of rice did not rise above 89 seers per
rupee during any month of 1891 to 1893.
— The Board’s original proposals involved
Death-rate. the fixing of 9 seers per rupee as the
scarcity rate, but under G.O., dated 18th
December 1893, No. 1077, the rate was
raised to 8'1 seers. The price of ragi,
which is probably the next most largely
used food-grain in Madras, was above the
average ..| 410| soss| 199| 25| avs scarcity rate from December 1891 to
101~ | ged) a3l HSi| G4 | s March 1802, The figures given by the
1893 ..| 3s1| s88| 1549 | 933 | 800 Sanitary Commissioner to show that the
scarcity rates for Madras are too high are
noted on the margin, and taken alone they

Year or | Birth-

period. rate. | Under | Under | Over
one five fifty | Total

year. | years. | years. 3

might suggest that scarcity had caused the increased mortality of 1891, but mgbo gthat

year there was a severe outbreak of cholera in the city. The price of
scarcity rate during the early months of 1892, and snﬁelenﬂy 100 01

pressure ; but the Board is inclined to believe that for Madras the scarcity rate
should be lowered to the rate (9 seers per rupee) given in its origi 1a] proposals—
Proceedings, dated 16th May 1693, No. 1%‘316.& The alteration may, however,

await the general revision of scarcity rates. : 2 '
(True Copies and Extract.) &
(Signed)  P. RAJARATNA MUDALL

To the Secrétary to Government, Revenue Department.

Exd W, J. Lowis.
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+ tllowing G.0., dated 10tk August 1894, Mis. No. 3155, Revenue :—

s following G ual 1894, Nos. 1210, 1211 L., Local and Municipal.
dated 2nd J th’y Samta;y Commissioner’s and the Sanitary Engineer’s reports
r.—Reviowing the Sanits |
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(Signed) ~ R. €. C. CARR,
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e followmgmmoran&um, dated 18th November 1894, Mis No. 6898 PR,
With reference to the remarks made at

page 32 of his annual report for 1893
regarding the advisability of considering
whether the scarcity rates adopted for the
 districts noted on the margin should not be
estimated at a somewhat lower figur , the
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