


GOVEBNMENT OF MADRAS.

 LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

3 Wthé following pépelf e
From Surgeon—ﬁentenmt-0010n91 W. G. KING, m.B, C.M., D.PH. ot
, e Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief Secretal"y to éoven;ment, aatedmm
> i i R SR LR : ., Bt. George, 30th September 1895, No. 1684-S.
Sy e o K LA NGEe . . 15 With reference to oﬁiciql memorandum, No. 1143, dated 17th August 1895, I have
' he honour to submit herewith a memorandum replying to the various remarks therein
o facilitate reference, qach paragraph of the official memorandum has been

uced and answered seriatim.
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ENCLOSURE.

MEMORANDUM.

o.M, No. 1143, dated 17t August 1895,
1\ Tn the statement given on page 22,  Noted
¢ g;:t_hgf?the districts in whic the
municipalities are situated should
given. : 3
: d 24, the extracts Noted.
tion of vital statis-
s. taken from the inspection
rict Medical and Sanitary
the weekly diaries of Deputy
" Vaccination, have not been . ;
d in the alphabetical order of the ~

I;l b of the table on pages The custom hitherto pursnedhaé been to
"o wiving the particulars of the show the towns in relation to their respec-
loyed by municipal tive populations; but the alphabetical
" pames of municipalities have order will be adopted in future.
nged in the alphabetical order
“ oot of Part T of Appen- ~ Taking into account the urgency on
P TEDES jent and part of the Army Sanitary Gﬁmlyséionthaz
to advance of registration, it was considered
desirable to show that Government had
elf called for suggestions on the subject. -
Section IT of this appendix was inserted
for the same reason and was not intended
to form a series of suggestions for the
:ggsgeﬁ-atmm Gcilvemment‘; otherwise it
’ ave 8 3 € e et .
oy n shown in the body of the ;

Remarks of the Sanitary Commissioner.
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0.M., No. 1143, dated 17th August 1895,

(5) Appendices B, and C should be
omitted from future reports, as the parti-
culars furnished therein are either

un-
necessary or already on record. s

(6) The information contained in Ap-
pendix D is already on record ; that in
appendix E is unnecessary, and the state-
ment showing the number of places visited
by the District Medical and Sanitary
officers which appears ag Appendix G wiil
be no longer necessary, as the inspection

~work of these officers has now been very

much reduced. The Sanitary Commis-
sioner will be requested to state whether
there is any reason why Appendices D and

G should not be omitted from: future
reports.

O e S S ARG S
Remarks of the Sanitary Commissioner.

Appendix B was regarded as essential,
with reference to the desire of the Army
Sanitary Commission to recejye 5 report of
the state of all major sanitary works
inspected during the year. Having already
been placed on record ang being lengthy,
1t was thought desirable to relegate the

subject to the appendix ; otherwise the
matter would h

ave required to be rewrit-
ten and shown in the body of the report.

This was saved by referring the reader to
the appendix,

Appendix will, of course, not recur.

was inserted that it might serve as a

record of the inefficient state of sanitary

Pprotection in rural areas in 1894, it being
hoped that with advancing time a more
favourable contrast might be afforded.

Although Appendix 1) had been in part
produced Previously, it served the double
object of showing that Government goes

to the trouble of passing orders upon each

festival anq of proving how little money

is really forthcoming to enforce improve-
ments,

Government agreed with this view
of the matter in the review. I submit
that, without the deseription of the nature
of the sanitary defects found in these
festivals, a mnere statement that the money
Spent upon them was insufficient would not

Ve served my purpose for securing more
attention to Sanitary requirements in this

ection. Appendix D will not recur, +

it having been used only* for the special
Purpose stated,

Appendix E was, I considered, essential
With the object of

. of placing on record facts
controverting the t

: heory of the statistical
:}flﬁcel‘ with the late Surgeon-General with
e

> Jovernment of India, showing that
rail ‘gad Ano influence in spreading cholera
—vide

.7 Appendix A to the report of the
Sanitary Commissioner with the Govern-
ment of India for 1893,

I would finally point out that in the
appendices to 1,

sloners of B e%m ts of Sanitary Commis-
IS o omba d a 3
able information 'y and Bengal consider

g : 18 added. In the latter,
- Important circularg

. and sanitary reports on
towns are reproduced verbq ¢y,

consider it would not he advantageous ¢
to omit the information conveyed in
Appendix G, a5 i

t'is desirable to keep the
Governments of Mad

L Madras and of India and
the Army Sanitary Commission informed
of the degree of activity of sanitas super-
vision of rura] aregs, (
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0.M., No. 1143, dated 17th August 1895.
M.,

tatements relating to the his-
t01f 72);1[;‘1111: csholera epidemic, which aptp(iazf
: es 37, 41 and 46 and those conta :
i Pa'gbstra,cts of sanitary repor'ts1 0
e 'c? alities and local fund Clr& %sl,
mﬁ'nclh I;ppear on pages 73 to 84~ ?:;11 o
g 33, are in some instances qulte ;
t(:ec;ssa’ry and in others bs%iceptztillethgt
g ion in bulk. ha
f’Ong’ld(:{rfle}()lleinr G;(111‘1(ff;c:i(;llllinistration report hlS
o reqm;lt of the measures taken for ':he
e reiion of cholera and n.ot all Se;
r(:V.el!; Jeading up to it; .and in thetca it
gt abstracts. of sanitary reports 1
o thet Government that it 1is entu:(la?ir
e 20 repeat a quantity of df}ga,t eit
pseless tion year after year and t ath
mfurmab sufficient to md.]cate in te
el ‘}fe alterations and 1mproven}§nr 8
report; ring the year. The Sani taé
s, 11ioner will be r_equested tfo tsh :se
Commlslf ity under which each of L
e, a0 {’s now subm1tteq wit 1e
statfzments ort and to subx_nlt proposals
;amta;y{téipg them or reducing their size
or 0

in future.

Remarks of the Sanitary Commissioner.

It was with special reference to the
répetition of the same information in the
abstract of sanitary reports of munici-
palities and local fund ecircles that I
made the remark in the annual Teport :
“ Tt seems to me possible that certain of the
forms directed by Goverament to be used
in this report might be usefully abolished
or modified, in view of the fact that the
same information is repeated in terms that
but vary slightly.” I think the whole of
these might disappear in favour of Form .II
as prescribed in G.O., No. 63, Public,
dated 23rd January 1894. The statement
on pages 41 to 45 might be allowed to
stand. In view of the amount of inform-
ation already collected on the subJectz
the meteorological statements on pages 46
to 52 need not be continued.

These various forms were directed to be
prepared under the following orders :—

G.0., No. 852, dated 30th July 1872.

G.0., No. 1695, Public, dated 12th
August 1886.

G.0., No. 1725, Public, dated 28th
November 1878.

(.0., No. 97, Financial, dated 21st
January 1879.

ith reference to the remark that the
resz‘lftl thonly of efforts directed agal'gst
cholera should be reported, I would inv tlt((;
attention to G.O., No. 757, Public, da ﬁ
12th September 1893, v_Vhlch requires t Z
faithful investigation of all epidemics. 2
constant record is xpamtamed n my od ce
to satisfy the requirements of this or eri
and all District Sanitary Officersand loca
authorities are promptly reminded of any
failure to submit statementsof the sup-
posed method of introduction, and if Gov-

. ernment be of opinion that the maintenance

record will suffice, and that no
:efac?)]i?lhs]?ould be made in the annual report,
this can easily be arranged ; but I 'WOI.lld
respectfuily point out that no sanitarian
would receive any statement made as to
efforts to subdue an epidemic as of the
slightest value unless it were made clear,
in the first place, what were the condi-
tions under which introduction was effec-
ted. For example, a bare statement that
cholera was introduced into such and such
a parcherry, and that the Samta.ry Officer
advised that a well should be dl_smfeeted,
and that, on this being accomplished, the




5 : No. 2085 L., 31st Ocroper 1895,
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Remarks of the Sanitary Commissioner.

epidemic was stayed, would be received
as of no value whatsoeyer, It may not
be without interest in this connection to
state that the Sanitar

a Commissi

with the Local Govemgents lmve88 ll(;::{;
been publicly charged by My, Ernest Hart
with submitting mere  clogke’ reports,”
owing to the supposed want of seientii’io
ability to discuss the origin and spread of
epidemics. Some years beck the Army
Sanitary = Commission administered the

following reproof to a Sanitary Commis-

*In accordance with its directions in O.M., sioner of this Presidency, who had endea-

No. , dated 9th June 1873, and G.0., No. voured to render a concise report * to
139, dated 10th February 1873. Government :— '
* »*

0 M., No. 1143, dated 17th August 1895.

* “It gives little information and ne
details regarding sanitary work properly so
called, and there is little excepting absence of
information of this kind calling for remark,

“ The report concludes with a brief notice of
the personal proceedings of the Sanitary
Commissioner limited to a single Page, and
giving mno details which in reality it may be
suggested might have formed the subject-matter
of the report itself. :

“The present report is really a Registrar’s
report on the mortality of the Madras Pres;.
dency, with a few sanitary reports appended—
vide G.0., No, 768, Public, dated 14th
July 1876.

I would invite attention to the first
page of my annual report, in which it is
shown that section after section as origin-
ally laid down for guidance has been
omitted under various Government orders
issued from time to time. This would

~ seem to indicate that the time has arrived

for a complete re-casting of the whole, and

* I should be glad therefore if Government

would define exactly the nature of the in-
formation it would desire in future.

e

Orper—No. 2085 L., dated 31st October 1895,

Recorded.

2. The Government notes that Appendices C and D will not appear in future
reports. The reason assigned by the Sanitary Commlssmngr for the insertion of
Appendix B is not understood, as the appendix merely contains an extract from the
inspection notes on the City of Madras. _

3. Under the circumstances stated by the Sanitary Commissioner, the statement
showing the number of places visited by the District Medical and Sanitary officers
may be retained. X

4. The statement which appears on page 46 of the report, and those containing

b tl'a(;ts of sanitary reportsof municipalities and local fund circles, which appear on
. ses 73 to 84 and 91 to 133, should be omitted from future reports. The statement
gg%ages 41 to 45 will, however, be allowed to stand.

No. 2085 L., 31st OcToBER 1895. 5
L L e e

£ information furnished on the su‘pject of th.e
5. With referenced t:f zlfoﬁ::‘:t; ?tpgges 7—40, the Government cgnsxd,ers ftililat it
introduction ?.nd sprea I, reports are recorded in the Sanitary Commlssmne.r so cg,.a
will be sufficient if suc lt‘hP annual report of any important facts or material noted in

* prief note being made 1n the

them.

6. In regard to
Commissioner is reques
opinion, be recast.

; ion of the memorandum, the Sanitar_y
tilzl ed %%n:%:&mglepgz}c%%d in which the report, should, in his
e

(True Extract.)

J.-F. PRICE,
]

Chief Secretary.

L - To the Sanitary Qommiwoner.
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OCTOBER.

Qanitary Report.

Approving, with remarks, the proposals of the
Ll oner for’reducmg the bulk of

Sanitary Commissi
the am)x?ual —, and requesting him to state the
method in which the report should, in his opinion,

be recast.
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