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E ’ GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

¥ i OrpEr—dated 14th September 1895, No. 1686 L., Local and Municipal.

| { . y
P \ " 1 L * The attention of His Excellency the Governor in Couneil has receixtly been
F i i . S 3 attracted to a tendencyupon the part of local boards, which appears to be wide-spread
8.1 : : o and on the increase, to reduce the allotments made it their annual budgets for the
oy 1 3 " maintenance and repair of comMunications to sums which are clearly insufficient to
R _ ; ' & : { keep the roads in that condition which ‘their great importance to the community
i 4 " demands.
- O : g 9. The causes which have contributed to this tendency are not difficult to trace.
"y i #The receipts of local boards are mainly derived from the land-cess collected under
A ' Act V of 1884, and this isgn most districtsan almost constant quantity, increasing
L " o only with extension of cultivation or revision of settlements. Their charges, on the
R - : other hand, exhibit a continual liability to advance,tthe intellectual and -material
8 " : ‘1 progress made by the community and the increasing interest which has of.arecent
it ' Py years been awakened in education, in medical relief and in sanitation in rural tracts*
E A A b P ~ calling for additional expenditure. The strain thus put upon the inelastie revenues
L. it ; : ® 8 ~  of the boards has had necessarily to be met by eventual retrenchment under one head
or another. Allotments once made for educational needs, for medical relief and for
the improvement of sanitation seldom appear af first sight to be easily susceptible of
reduction, for a considerable proportion of them is usually appropriated to the pay-
ment and maintenance of establishments and institutions which have come to be
] ; regarded as permanent. The state of the roads, however, cannot be accurately
j G o J1 gauged by statistics and is not the special . care of a separate department of Govern-
ey . | B ment. Nor does the effect of a reduction in the grants allotted to communications
\ : make itself immediately apparent by a corresponding deterioration in their condition.
8. The retrenchments that have been forced upon the local aut-horitieé’hlb!' accord-
ingly been effectedin the majority of casesin the annual allotments for the upkeep
of the highways, and there is much reason {o fear that a general deterioration in their. .
_condition has occurred. ®

4. To permit this deterioration to continue would be to eventually involve the
local boards in very heavy expenditure, for the sum required to restore a neglected
road to its former condition is usually far heavier than the total of the annual allot-
ments which would have been necessary to prevent it from falling into disrepair.
The Government is accordingly of opinion that it is necessary to take such steps as
will ensure that the communications in the Presidency shall henceforth receive such
- grants as are demanded by their importance and will save them from further deterio-

: ration.

¢ : . 5. Under the repealed Local Funds Act (IV of 1871) it "was compulsory upon -
Jocal boards to spend the net proceeds of all tolls and not less than two-thirds of the
land-cess upon the communications within their charges, but in the Act now in force
no minimum limit has been laid down. The Government is unwilling to lay down
Lk any rules which might in any way retard the advance of education or hinder the |

. ; 1 , extension of medical relief or of sanitation in rural tracts, but it is at the same time !
v ; . E ’/) compelledn the exercise of its duties and powers of controlto ensure that all branches |

-
NI e e

of the work now done by qual boards are treated with equal fairness and eonsideration
_ ‘ and to prevent the charges under any one of them from imereasing to the detriment of 5
P A : the interests served by the others. ' ’
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B00—23-7-4%, Papers to be read in proceedings :—
% 14t SeprEMBER 1895, No. 1688 L., Locar axp Mmciru.. [ ¥ 189 No \/
: : P o ot Again G.0., dated i .
_ 6. The Presidents of all Pistrict Poards wi accordingl : 3 88 ¢ 189 . No. ~ \
~ Government considers that the minim’t:m tha:’ysionldrg?iﬁ'oa.;dqxﬁ’r:zg tﬁ?ﬁﬂ; D Again G.O., dated ’ :
board’s budget under Communications—New Works and Bepamti pshonld bea sum 7/ i ; £ 189 , dated , from
equal to one-half of the estimated income from land-cess plus the anticipated net Current No. of 1¢ y (e ,
receipts from tolls. The amount at present allotted under these heads is less than PN Q %
this limit in all districts but five, and it will probably be difficult in the case of some e y» 189 4 -y S
of these to provide this minimum in the budgets for 1896-97 without some dislocation L 4 \
of the work now going on under Grants II and 11T, and the Government will not s : p 189, ke
insist upon the immediate attainment of the standard now preseribed.  Presidents will : .7: e 3
be permitted -to bring the grants for communications up to the minimum now laid "
down gradually, but the Government desires that steps to this end should be taken '
at once when the budgets for the ensuing year are drawn up, and that at the end of =
three or four years’ time, the limit allotment should have been provided in every - \J 458 {
district in the Presidency. - . » - ORDER.
1. In submitting their annual budgets, all Presidents' should report the ste g —_—
that have been taken to follow the instructions now issued, and, wll)xoere oomplept: on

compliance with them has not been possible, to" explain fully th

prevented it. e ,_ : d\\ l W “\:é : W
(True Extract.) : \ I'
| | | g - % | s e z! R e
Gl E A for Chief Secretary. | ¢ %WM M

To all Presidents of District Boards. _ 3 o y UG

» all Collectors. o TR o ;\: {)‘34}‘9‘,’ W/I\M,u«
” theEdmﬁOn&lD ) ént. : » “ s ’ s :
» the Director of Public Instruction. -, T

» the Banitary Commissioner.
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