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6re Aveust 1895, No. 1280 M., Locau axp MuxicipaL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :(—

From Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel W, G. KING, wm.B., ¢, D.P.H, Sanitary
Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated
Fort St. George, 28th June 1895, No. 11i7-8. :—

I havethe honour to respectfully request the favour of reconsideration of paragraphs
13 and 11 (d) of G.Os., dated 9th Augnst 1889 and 26th August 1890, Nos. 670 and
2135 L., Public and Local and Municipal Department, respectively. There are now
57 muniéipalities to be inspected. If, therefore, I divide the work with my Deputy, an
average of only thirteen days is available in which to inspect each municipality, pre-
suming every day in the year to be available. Some of these cover very large areas,
for example,. Bellary, Cuddalore, Calicut, Palghat, Anaképalle and Madras amount
to 26, 13, 131, 12, 12 and 27 square miles, respectively. Other municipalities have in
roportion to their populations no less areas. Under G.O., dated 22nd August 1891,
%o. 2004, Local and Municipal, the Sanitary Commissioner and his Deputy were also
directed to give reports of the rural areas they pass through. An union generally
consists of scattered villages covering several square miles area, and the practical result
is that almost as much time is consumed as if a municipa it{ were being inspected. In
addition to examining the interior of a town, it is essential for sanitary purposes that
a good idea of the surronnding country should be obtained. In fact, many very
important questions as to remedial measures hinge upon this acquaintance.

2. My duties are very far from limited to inspections. Irrespective of routine
correspondence as to sanitary administration, I am liable to be called upon at any
moment for an opinion by Government or a local authority on subjects which, though
expressed in a couple of sentences, may demand wading through piles of statistics, or a
special journey for investigation on the spot hefore a reply can be forwarded. Even
current standard reports such as the monthly compilation of statisties and annual
report for the whole presidency—-the materials for which, it must be remembered,
reach my office in an absolutely crude form—require much time and, in practice, is
more than the slender staff allowed me can fairly cope with.

3. In performing inspections, the whole of the work, if it be carried out effici-
ently in towns, must be performed on foot, and irrespective of the large areas to becovered
in so doing, I would point out that circumstances occasionally aggravate difficulties as
to meeting demands within the limited time at disposal. Thus, however much one
might desire to get through the work personally, it can hardly be said to be fair in the
case of native gentlemen who administer municipalities and who generally are not
accustomed to exposure to weather, or even to the sanitary staff, to demand as I have
often been obliged to do that they shall accompany me for an inspection in the midst
of pouring rain, or from early morning to midday in the scorching sun of the hot
gseason. Sundays, too, T consider the staff of the municipalities concerned ought to be
able to claim for rest. Members of the municipal staff might also consider they were
entitled to certain of the numerous public holidays sanctioned by Government. If to
the time consumed in inspections my journeys by rail, road and sea, be added, the
chances of accidents that cripple walking power {which has from time to time
bappened to me during inspection in places awkward to get at) or, as occurred last
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6ra Aveusr 1895, No. 1280 M., Locar aNp MOUNICIPAL.

ear, that T contract illness from sewage poisoning owing to the filthy character of
;lao;s visited, the time at disposal beébmes very short. In fact, towards the end of
last year, I found that | was obliged to pass from one town to another with only &
short sleep at nights in the trains and w

as at work at day-light and moon-light.
4. I do not consider that work conducted as above described can be really
efficient. There is no time left for local en

i quiries or exchange of views with local
officials, and often matters are dmgmthrough official sources for months on end that
could have been settled on the spot I had the time to attend to them. Further,
I am denied the possibility of doing good by addressing municipal councils on simple
matters of sanitation, which I have always found an admirable way of creating an
Interest in sanitary work.

. 5. Bo far as I am aware, this high pressure mode of w king is not that recog-

nized b local. Governmeqts ’elsewhere. Thuys, I find that g tlllleg Sl:nitary report for

1893, the Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal speaks of having inspected 43 munieipa-

rts on only nine. In those cases where he

imself with advising the muniei-

A ms. The necessity for thoro“Blli
| contrasted with hasty inspections was we

* G.0., dated 10th J uly 1886, No, 1427, Public,  insisted upon by Dezuty Surgeon-Geneml

2 Bidie, Sanitary Commissioner, in his letter

1(13.8 0,129, dated 14th April 1886, upon which Go:gmentmpassedo the following

me to perform my duties without being trammelleq 1 G 889

: :0., dated 9th August 1889,
No. 670, Public, and G.0., dated 92ng A R A00E T icipal
80 that in the a,bsenee of ’speoia.l d?roct'ngu“ b o — e

1008 from Government, 1 may inspect such

In the Sanitary desartm“‘
' tant work in conpeet; i idemi disease

Preval_ence generally ant.i 1nspection of fairs an feg:;aicv;i): :;ﬁhwzﬁﬁeﬁ{(f:, ::; sanitary
n with schemes ela}ll)orated by the Sanitary Board—the new

. g d will probably demand more, time
at the hands of the Sanitary Commission 9% = P y : -esp’ec ive
of special sanitary reports that I might glt;si s 1o casegf my deputy, 24

his disposal for ins re of him, there would be more time ab

pection of the resul et ALhans .
of Inspector of Vaccination, results of Vaccination department in his function

e —

Orper—dated 6th August 1895, No. 1280 M., Local anq Municipal
The Government is of opinion that there is ¢
adduced by the Sanitary Co vour of g

. poivizat - relaxation of the rule now obtain-
ing that all municipalities should be ins cted : : -
Under the existing system it not infrequenlrlay OCCI:)rZ t}l:: T Geputy gvery U

has had time to make the necessary financia and ot t before a municipal council

. 2 . : t
the recommendations in one inspection report, anothher. arrangements for carrying ou

: i : d
visit must necessarily, under such circumstances’ bee;fmhon o;axlrsbe Tf?tm 89%0;.
a longer interval, and the preparation of at least one 5 poy ptomc beltle s
two inspections it would be possible for t \ come betwee

he Sanita : . .
of his former recommendations had, and whijch ha?; S:tl,nm beemnm;emr 't:dp(i)nu:‘: :E;Ozh::d
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¢ra Aveust 1895, No. 1280 M., LocaL aANp MUNICIPAL. 3

the rom judge with certainty whether failure to follow his advice
%{ed&f)::m in?dl;g:eg:e onmthe pr;t of'{he municipal council or from want of
P

wing upon a reduction in the minimum number of

2. A rripar %m%: ::(}lu(.,ld be thlzz the Sanitary Commissioner would be able

g s mt;:ll to the supervision of sanitary arrangements at fairs and festivals,

to devote more fime would be able to undertake more frequent tours into the interior

and .ﬂ“.t his ng‘;tyu ose of inspecting vaccination work, and chec}nng vaceination

of d.mt.ncts ot egdl;l; such tours is apparent from the notes of his recent visit to
o .prinTth:ixil.n G.0., dated 8th June 1895, No. 990 L.

isti this point will accordingly be modified, and the
i enilslnil;ng:tl:rfs colxlll;g;er it ssﬂicient if, as a general rule, every munici-
Goyengmlpmpeont w(;ed by the Sanitary Commissioner or his Deputy once in two years
pa!httyea dxs e 4 ear. This rule will however be subject to modification at the
in offoa?v:;grﬂ or of the Sanitary Commissioner in the case of towns w]ncg
Mt::;zc‘i’auy backward in sanitation and appear to require especial supervision an
are -
mom4mg:i:gs;::ion in the last paragraph of the Sanitary Commissioner’s letter

‘has the approval of Government, and all municipal councils will be requested to

afford him every facility in carrying it into effect.
(True Extract.)
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Foy Chicf Secretary.

i Commissioner.
o ﬁegﬁrm of Municipal Couneils.

_ :: all Collectors.
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© 6am Avovst 1895, No. 1280 M., Locat axp MoNioIPaL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

LOCAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel W. G. KING, M.B., ¢.M., D.P.H., Sanitary
Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated
Fort St. George, 28th June 1895, No. 11i7-8. :—

1 have the honour to respectfully request the favour of reconsideration of paragraphs
13 and 11 (d) of G.Os., dated 9th August 1889 and 26th August 1890, Nos. 670 and
2135 L., Public and Local and Municipal Department, respectively. There are now
57 municipalities to be inspected. If, therefore, I divide the work with my Deputy, an
average of only thirteen days is available in which to inspect each municipality, pre-
suming every day in the year to be available. Some of these cover very large areas,
for example, Bellary, Cuddalore, Calicut, Palghat, Anakdpalle and Madras amount
to 26, 13, 131, 12, 12 and 27 square miles, respectively. ~Other municipalities have in
proportion to their populations no less areas. Under G.O., dated 22nd August 1891,
No. 2004, Local and Municipal, the Sanitary Commissioner and his Deputy were also
directed to give reports of the rural areas they pass throngh. An union generally
consists of scattered villages covering several square miles area, and the practical result
is that almost as much time is consumed as if a municipality were being inspected. In
addition to examining the interior of a town, it is essential for sanitary purposes that
a good idea of the surrounding country should be obtained. In fact, many very
important questions as to remedial measures hinge upon this acquaintance. :

2. My duties are very far from limited to inspections. Irrespective of routine
correspondence as to sanitary administration, I am liable to be called upon at any
moment for an opinion by Government or a local authority on subjects which, though
expressed in a couple of sentences, may demand wading through piles of statistics, or a
special journey for investigation on the spot before a reply can be forwarded. Even
current standard reports such as the monthly compilation of statisties and annual
report for the whole presidency—-the materials for which, it must be remembered,
reach my office in an absolutely crude form—require much time and, in practice, is
more than the slender staff allowed me can fairly cope with. : :

3. In performing inspections, the whole of the work, if it be carried out effici-
ently in towns, must be performed on foot, and irrespective of the large areas to becovered
in so doing, I would point out that circumstances occasionally aggravate difficulties as
to meeting demands within the limited time at disposal. Thus, however much one
might desire to get through the work personally, it can hardly be said to be fair in the
case of native gentlemen who administer municipalities and who generally are not
accustomed to exposure to weather, or even to the sanitary staff, to demand as I have
often been obliged to do that they shall accompany me for an inspection in the midst
of pouring rain, or from early morning to midday in the scorching sun of the hot
season. Sundays, too, I consider the staff of the municipalities concerned ought to be
able to claim for rest. Members of the municipal staff might also consider they were
entitled to certain of the numerous public holidays sanctioned by Government. If to
the time consumed in inspections, my journeys by rail, road and sea, be added, the
chances of accidents that eripple wafking power (which has from time to time
happened to me during inspection in places awkward to get at) or, as occurred last
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short sleep at nights in the trains and was at work at day-light and moon-light

year, that I contract illness from sewage poisoni ing to the :
laces visited, the time at disposal becomes veryﬁoor:mgn fact, mﬂlﬁy m ::
year, I found that I was obliged to pass from one town to another with only a

. 4. I do not consider that work conducted as above described can be reall

“ ~ efficient. There is no time left for local enquiries or exchange of views with 1
~ officials, and often matters are dragged through official sources for months 0:1 end 1{1{“::

could have been settled on the spot had 1 had the time to attend to them
fn::tl e::n;ed tht: g)“ibvivhl-nt'yh(’fldﬂiang 8a100d by :.ddrgssing municipal oounciis 011: ﬁ;{;
1 of sanitation c ve always foun i :
interest in sanitary work. § o A B
. 5. Bo far as T am aware, this high pressure mode of working i
nized b loeal. Governments ’elsewhére. Thus, I find that in t!llleg v 'I:Zt tl::t rt f 4
1893, the Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal speaks of having inspected g i,
lities, and of having submitted written reports on only nine. In those casesm ullluclpa-
did not send written reports I presume he contented himself with advisi thw e
pality on the spot in regard to urgent sanitary reforms. The necmit‘;gfor :ﬁ::;gﬂ
: contrasted with inspecti
G.0., dstod 10th July 1886, No, 1427, Public, 'in'Sigted upon byh?)szguty S::ézl;z-vg:n:ﬁ
No. 0—129, dated 14th April 1886, wupon “which oy Commissioner in his leter
order® ;— i : overnment passed the following

“ The proposal made by Dr. Bidie in paragraph 8 i
towns annnnll}, so that all their defects ang mquigm » £0 substitute o th°’°°8h 'm've{'i of a fow

2 ‘ t b | sul
casual inspection of a number of places in the course o;nthse ;‘:gr li)::;pt:v:i ’c’leunl, in lien of the

6. Under the above circumstances T wounld
me to perform my duties without being tmmmel?se(l; g;va?eﬁgf g?:l‘;of et
No. 670, Public, and G.0., duted 22nd August 1891, No. 2004. Tooul sy S0t 1889,
so that in the absence of special directions from Government, I may in vy
towns and rural areas as I may think demand attention. In the Bamtzry 3§°° e
this would set me free for important work in conneetion with epidemics an. dme:::
prevalence generally and inspection of fairs and festivals, and would allow of sani
investigation in connection with schemes elaborated by the Sanitary Board—the new
rules for the working of which demand much, and will probably demand more, tim.
at the hands of the Sanitary Commissioner. In the case of my deputy, irresp’eetiv:

of special sanitary reports that I might desire of him, there would be more time at

his disposal for inspection of the results of Vaccinati £ 5y 4
I Bl of Vaosiiation. ion department in his function

7. I would further suggest that where time at my disposal
each municipgl council should be required to hold g ,Zeetiﬁg on wnt:;ldgivm 48 h 2
notice at which I should be present, when I could hear any objection %he : O'urhst
wxgh to urge against improvements I would suggest. Such an arrangem . Y n;:ig
think, prevent much waste of stationery and loss of time, grment - wonld, 4

permit of this,

Orosr—dated 6th August 1895, No. 1250 M., Local and Municipal

The Government is of opinion that there is considerab]
adduced m the Sanitary Commissioner in favour of a relaxatfon of the rul -
ing that municipalities should be inspected by him or his depny 0 Tow obtain-
Under the existing system it not infrequently occurs that before a ,I,)mt)- every year.
has had time to make the necessary financial and other arrangements folslclpal council

_tl.le. recommendatwps In one inspection report, another inspection: coetys C;ll;ljymg out
visit must necessarily, under such circumstances, be of little Pract{ sl e is second
a longer interval, and the preparation of at least one budget, to o beneﬁt. Were
two inspections it would be possible for the Sanitary 2 OO0 Detireen. ove

3 : Commissi : :
of his former recommendations had, and which had not, l;“;eﬂzlozxgrit:dp?nutl(t) (ogt :-hx%
Hee ’ an

force in the arguments

¢ra Aveust 1895, No. 1280 M., Locar axp MuNIcIPAL. : 5

e & 1

" - proooeded from indifference on

« ith certainty whether failute to follow his advice
for the Government to judge Xxle part of the municipal council or from want of

2. A further advantage following upon a reduction in the minimum number of

i tions of municipalities would be that the Sanitary Commissioner would be able

| means.
=’ .,' to devote more time to the supe
e and that his Deputy woul

of districts for the purpose

Malabar printed in G.0.,
3. The existing orders up
Government will in future const

ryision of sanitary arrangements at fairs and festivals,
d be able to undertake more frequent tours into the interior
of inspecting vaccination work, and checking vaccination

e h tours is apparent from the notes of his recent visit to
statistics. The need of SUSS "00s 895, No. 990 L.

on this point will accordingly be modified, and the
der it sufficient if, as a general rule, every munici-

! bysoeJ the Sanitary Commissioner or his Deputy once in two years
h: Palxty is inspected by This rule will however be subject to modification at the

i instead of once every year.
instance ©
are especially back

more frequent visits.

of Government or of the Sanitary Commissioner m the case of towns which
backward in sanitation and appear to require especial supervision and

;‘ 4. The suggestion in the last paragraph of the Sanitary Commissioner’s letter

roval Wit ¢
m r:lh; i;Pl;very facility in carrying it into effect.

3 (True Extract.)

¥
: To the Sanitary Commissioner. '
,, all Chairmen of Municipal Councils.
,» all Collectors. y
b
\
v

, . Exd. C. M. Brisson.
‘?é o

of Government, and all municipal councils will be requested to

J. F. PRICE,
Claef Secretary.
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