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Home Department Resolution No. Row;”—h:;;, dated the 26th September 1888.
Home Department Resolation No, “j‘}‘_“jb“'., dated the 15th:June 1889, and the draft Bill !
1 | to provide for the isolation of lepers and the amelioration.of their eondition published ¥
! with it. ’ : Sen o
' : The replies of Tiocal Governments and Administrations to the above Resolution, i
' : : The Report (1893) of the Leprosy Commission in India appointed at the instance of ; i
; the National Leprosy Fund in 1890. :
FURTHER PAPEBS', The Mcn}orandnm on’th_at Report, as }»:ep;ne(l by a Special Committee appointed for the
Lo A 1 T purpose by the Natjonal Leprosy Fund, and endorsed or annotated by members of the
: - . T & ; Executive Committee of the Fund.
b ‘ o) Doggrunertt 1 Paks: G.0. ' No. . Department. | Date. : Home Department; Circular letter N(). ”3’_“::31 , dated the 15th September 1893, forward-
5 z ! : l i E TR : ing, for the opinion of Local Governments and Administrations, the above-mentioned
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Report and Memorandum, together with a Memorandum by the Surgeon-General with
the Government of India.

The replies of Local Governments and Administrations to that Circular letter.

Home Department letter No. 48 Medical, dated the 7th February 1895, to the Govern-
ment of Bengal, conveying the approval of the Governor Geueral in Council to the :
introduetion in the local Legislative Couneil of a draft Bill to provide for the segre- i !
gation of pauperdepers and the regulation of the exercise by lepers of certain trades
or callidgs.
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RESOLUTION.

TrE question whether it would not he possible for the State to take a
more direet part in the prevention or treatment of leprosy in India has been
for some years under the consideration of the Government of India. In the
Resolution, dated the 26th September 1838, the Governor General in Council
observed that so” far as had been ascertained at the census of 1881 there
were 131,618 Tepers in British India, that these figures did not in all pro-
bability afford a true measure of the disease, and that about 1 per cent. only
of the lepers actually known to exist came under organised relief in Insti-
tutions maintained by charity or assisted by Governmeif. ‘It was stated that 1
the.great majority of lepers preferred to be the objeets of local- charity and
-appeared to disapprove of the small amount of restraint to which they were
liable in institutions maintained for their treatment. The Governor General in
Council was of opinion that the absolute segregation'of the sexes and the con-
finement for life of all affected by leprosy, which His Excellency in Council

s then assured was the only effectual measure for stamping out the disease,
wou)2not only be repugnant to public opinion but would be impracticable in
Ing'd. After a careful consideration of the subject. the Governor General in
Oouncil came to the contlusion that, for the time at all events, the State could not 7
attempt more than the encouragement of the grant of m_edical and charitable |
relief to lepers in voluntary hospitals and’ Leper Asylums, His Excellency in
Council expressed the opinion that in such institutions the necessity of - strictly
seeregating the sexes should invariably be kept in view and desired that this
condition should be enforced in the case of every institution for the relief of
Jepers receiving aid from public funds, and thav every effort should be made to
induce the supporters of institutions of the kind maintained by voluntary con-
tributions to.adopt a similar rule: ‘

2. Subsequently, upon a further examination of the question, the Governor
General in Council considered that some additional measures might be taken
with ‘the object of promoting, the establishment of asylums or retreats for

lepers and giving logislative sanetion to the retention of lepers in such retreats.
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“His Excellency in Council accordingly directed the preparation of a Bill provid- ¥
ing for the detention of lepers at their own request in acgfrdance with the
voluntary system adopted in regard to Habitual Drunkards by the Statute 42
and 43 Vict., Cap. 19,’and authorising Magistrates to arrest and commit to
retreats persons proved to be lepers who might be found asking for alms or
wandering about without any employment. or visible means of subsistence.
The Bill contained a provision requiring the segregation of the sexes at retreats
and protecting a leper from being sent against his will to a retreat where attend-
ancé at any religious ‘observance or at any instruction in religious.sahjects was
obligatory upon the inrhates. In inviting the views of the local authorities
upon the provisions'of the Bill on the 15th June 1859, the Government of India
requested the Local Governments and ‘Administrations to state whether, in the
opinion of persons qualified to judge, leprosy was on the increase of not.

3. The replies showed that very great uncertainty existed as to the cause
and character of the diseasé of leprosy, and the opinions of those consulted
differed very much upon these points. The opinion was expressed by many of
the highest medical authorities consulted that the disease is not contagious except
by inoculation, and that the part played by inoculation in determining its spread
is very small. Itthen became a matter for the considetation of the Government
of India whether it would not, be desirable to introduce the Billin an amended
form, on the one hand limiting its application to persons suffering from the disease

* in an advanced and specially dangerous stage, and on the other hand extending
the,power of arrest and compulsory detention so as to cover all such dangerous

lepers who might after warning persist in coming out and mixing with the
public. The conclusion at which the Government of India then arrived was
that there was no safe basis even for an enactment of this restricted description.
At the time the English National Leprosy Fund, formed under the presidency
of His Royal Highness the Priuce of Wales for the purpose of perpetuating the
memory of Father Damien who died of leprosy-contracted during *his work among
the lepers of Hawaii, contemplated the appointment of a Leprosy Commission to
visit India, and the Government of India, after communicating their views to
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, decided to await the recommenda-

tions of the Commission.

4. The Commission, which’ consisted of five gentlemen of the medical pro-
* Besvggg.s Rake, Esq, M.D, LR.CP, fessi.on, three* selected in England by the

o B ok kit ok D, National Leprosy Fund in conjunction with

A & Kanthuck, Esq, MD, mr.C?, the Councils of the Royal College of Phy-

4 Surgeon-Major A. BarclaysM.B. sicians and the Royal College of Sargeons,

Surgeon-Major 8, J. Thomson, D.P.H. London, and twot—officers of the Indian
Medical Service—deputed by the Government of India, commenced its investi-
gations in the winter of 1890-91. The Commissioners unanimously reported
their opinion that :—(1) leprosy is a disease sui generis ; it is mot a form of

syphilis or tuberculosis, but has striking setiological analogies with the latter ; (2)

leprosy W&agywﬁmgggj‘s@ion, and for this reason, as well as
because of the large extent of sterility among lepers, the disease has a natural
tendency to die out; (3) though in a scientific classification of diteases leprosy
‘must be regarded as contagious and also inoculable, yet the extent to which it
is propagated by these means is exceedingly small ; (4) leprosy is not Girectly
originated by the use of any particular article of food, nor by any climatic or
telluric conditions, nor by insanitary’ surroundings; néither does it peculiarly
affect any race or caste; (5) leprosy is-indirectly influenced by insanitary
surroundings, such as poverty, bad food, or deficient drainage or ventilation,
for these by causing a predisposition increase the susceptibility of the individual
to the disease ; and (6) leprosy in the great-majority of cases originate's de novo,
that is, from a sequence or concurrence of causes and conditions, dealt with in
the report, which are related to each other in ways at present imperfectly
known. .

5. The Commissioners observed that ¢ the presenee of a leper in a healthy
community is a source of ‘'danger no greater than the presence of an indi-
vx(.lu.al suffering from tuberculosis. - Both diseases are contagious in an equal and
minimal dégree.” The amount of ulceration which exists in both diseases is to
some extent a measure of the danger of contagion.” They held that their con-
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clusions as to the nature of the disease did not justify any recomr'nendatio"
n

for absolute segregation, and for the same reasons they found it impossible ¢
o

advise compulsory partial isolation. They advocated the adoption of a volun. |

:zlalrytr; };olatm.n as extensive as local circumstances would allow, and sy gested |
. . 3 '

at, if marriages among lepers were permitted, this plan might be mOx'gaeqsi?y '
ré 4 :

carried out. They stated that they would in no case
) i : sugeest ]
especially directed against lepers as such, for the reasoioﬁ?ataﬁ»(]a;l%ﬁﬁ:jldgza’

lepers to be far less dangerous to a community than insane or syphilitic people

6. The Commissionefs made the followin i
- : . . g recommendations for
i:g::s o(f) flegx1 osy qndllel[))erslln Indl?, which they considered cloolill?l jl;)el egiitgggbuy:
: Tunicipal bye-laws :—(a) that the sale of articles o:
(firmk by lepers should. be prohibited and that they sh(lnclltzls I?ef fx?:xil a;ng
rom practising prostitution, an_d from following such occupatiOns pas 51111 :
;)}E barbelr and washerma_n, which concern the food; drink, and cl’othin OS?S
; e pelop e generally, quite apart from the dread of a possible infectiohg- (b)
bat the best policy in dealing with the concentration of lepers in towns . (3
gﬁ;z :‘set;:z gls‘?ourage it’ arlld that to this end the Municipal authorities shouldalll)e
, y 0 pass bye-laws preventing vagrants suffering fr b'
begging in or frequenting pl ic res S b b o
nting places of publie resort or u i
gl)dtl;:ttats}}]flum:lshq:{ld bﬁ buillt near towns where tilélygdl())u}r)xléi :ﬁ'gzgrag;fsst;
at the authorities should have the power of ordering- infringing
the Municipal regulations either to feturnpto their homezrt)ﬁgtolzgizi alrrll gl:ynlﬁlrzg

and (d) that competent medical authori §
action is taken under such.bye-laws. ST Sl it ek

m T s :
7. The report of the Commission was considered by a Special Committee
* The Honourble Geo. N. Curson, M.p, CODSISHNg of two members* nominated by
; 523:; i?;j:;-Secretary of State for India the Executive Committee of the National
Bdward Clifford, Bsq, ; Leprosy Fund, two memberst nominated
¢ SG’" A“’ﬁe Duclgmﬂi,{ %’Dﬁ EL'?)' : }:)y the R %yal College of Physicians, and
. A. Heron, Esq., M.D., F.R.C.P. WO mem i
3 .Jonutl:gu Hutchi'nsop, Esq., LL.D., F.R.S. ° Colle e of egsx.unomlnated by the Royal
N. C. Macnamars, Ksq., ¥.R.C.S, d dg o urgeons. It was also consi-
! ‘ ered at the same time by the memh '
: A A ers
§ Ba(rg;air Ferdinand  de Rothschild, M.P. of the Executive Committee of the N .'a,i';ion§
 The Bishop of London. al Leprosy Fund. As the result of this
The late Sir Andrew Ulark, Bart., F.R.8., Pre. CODSideration a memorandum was pre
pa_léc;d by the members of these two Com-
Sir Joseph Payrer, K.GS.L, M.D, mittees accepting the'conclusions of
Sir x g\;y:r go?ﬁ:,ci(.oﬁm.te., 11&\1{11')" m.p. Commissioners except:—(3) that :ﬁ:
gerno ick, Bart., M.P, - 1 i :
rary Treasurer). : S GXtent_ to Whl(’h_leprosy 18 PPOPﬂgated by
,fn‘)Edward Lawson, Bart. (Honorary Trea- Contaglon and inoculation is exceedinOIy
surer). . . i
Sir Somers Vine, F.R G.8. F.8.S. (Honorary small; and (6) that- ]eprosy In the majorify
irgbary). : - of cases originates de novo, that is, from
% 3 : a sequence or concurrence of causes
: 4 1 ses an
wndltlozls, dealtt with in the report, and which are related to each other ig
way}s),l a preseré tlimp.erfectly known. ; These Committees declared themselves
unable to accept the view that segregation in any case of leprosy in India i |
either impracticable or undesirable, and stated that th : TV i %
el g r at they would be sorry if the
- e n'r‘r A e gre encouraged }?y the report of the Commissioners to
refrain Trom a}nlitzbb fe necessary 'stepb: in the direction of such segrezation
of t!epervsvez:i 1;?113 A ?i Oplllld possible. They stated that their opinions%nzeore
. 3 = 5
egge:;:d_ rd with those of Dr._Vandyke Carter, viz., that it should be

(i) b)lr) erect}ng plain asylums at certain eentres, each of which would *
, eda reluge common to several districts, and a place of detention
under due management and supervision ; ,

(ii) by founding Leper Colonies, or village communiti i
( X les, mainly of !
aﬂ'gci‘,)ed, who, while allowed moreoliberty of movement,ys(l)lofllllg
yet be prevented from mingling with the peasantry around ;

(iiif) by requiring the strict isolation in suitable separate lodgment

of leprous subj : : : :
frien d[;, ahd Jects retained in their homes at express wish of

Sir James Paget, Bart., F.R.S.

J
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present at all events, the prohibition should not apply except to lepers in and.
near Municipalities and“at the larger fairs and sigailar gatherings. As the:
Government of India abstain strictly from regulating prostitution, no bye-law
or Act dealing with the prohibition against lepers following certain trades or

callings should extend to that of progtitution by leper women.

vl itk

“(iv) by giving legislative authority- to take up the vagrant sick, - .
to remove the sorely diseased who afe insufficiently guarded at
" home, and at times to enforce continued isolation of the infected
~ until medical sanction of liberty be granted.

While reserving these opinions the Committees gave a general approval to
the recommendations of the Commissioners enumerated above in paragraph 6,
though they did net concur in the opinion that Municipalities would be neces-
sarily or universally the best means of effecting the object of prOVidlng

In the opinion of the Governor General in Council the question of
amending the Municipal Acts in the Provinces Where they are at preseut

deficient in this respect should now be taken into consideration. In connection
with this point it appears to His Excellency in Council that section 55 of Act
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for the regulation of lepers and leprosy in India, They wished to go muc | * XV of 1883 in the North-Western Provinees and Oadh cannot, as urged by
further than the Conimissioners in controlling the dction of lepers, and urged 1 t'he Lieutenant-Governor of the N oyth-Western Provmces. and -Cluef Commis-
that the Government of India should take the necessary steps in the direction of e sioner of Oudh, be held to refer to this matter, and that seetion 85 of Act XVIIT
such segregation of lepers as might be found possible. The late Siy Andrew Clark, | of 1889 in the Central Provinces, which the Chief Commissioner of the Central
Sir W. Guyer Hunter, Sit Jawes Paget, Sir Joseph Fayrer and Dr. Jonathan 3 Provinces considers would enable Municipal Commissioners to prohibit, as a

public nuisance, lepers from publicly exposing their sores or from engaging

Hutchinson dissented from the opinion expressed in the body of the report of 4 . but A
: t ’ 3 in trade, does not provide for it with sufficient Pprecision.

the Special Committee on the subjeet of the contagion of leprosy, believing that

L me

s X

the evidence cf the spread of leprosy by contagion is not sufficient to justify | 9. The second recommendation of the Commissioners was directed against
the compulsory segregation of lepers, and that there is 1o adequate reason for £ the prevalent custom of mendicant lepers to leave their homes and crowd
. Prohibiting the marriage of the leprous.  Sir Dyce Duckworth also expressed ' | into the large centres of population. The Commissioners held that vagrant

- . a somewhat similar opinion. .

. : ' and indigent lepers scattered about the country are not a source of serious
The Surgeon General with the Government of India has also stated his

_ danger, and their proposal that Municipal authorities should be empowered |
e concurrence with the finding of the Commissioners upon the dssue whether i iv _ by - bye-laws to prevent vagrants afflicted with leprosy from begging
leprosy is contagious or not, and this view has found favour generally among the - in or frequenting places of public resor or using public conveyances in :
authorities in this country. .The Governor General in Council, while regard- A el towns and cities was dictated by tbe.expf_:ctat'mn that the effect of such bye-
ing with every respect the opinion of the eminent gentlemen upon_ the : A laws in large towns would be an eémigration into the surrounding country, and
Special Committee and the Executive Committee of the National Leprosy § 15 a furtherance of the scheme for establishing experimental leper colonies or
Fund who dissented from the finding of the Leprosy Commissioners regarding, . g 3 farms in raral districts. With the exception of the Government of Madras and
the contagious character of the disedse, is constrained to accept the con- A the Chief Commissioner of Assam, the Local Governments and Administrations
clusion of the Commissioners upon this matter, fortified as it is by the are generally in favour of sending to, and refaining in, asylums vagrant pauper
views of the distinguished medical authorities just cited, and by the general 2 o lepers who congregate in towns. It has been forcibly urged to the Govern-

opinion. of those in India who are qualified to pass judgment on it. His

Excellengy in Council accordingly feels assured that the extent to which the
. disease is propagated in India by contasgion is small, and, holding this opinion,

is unable to approve of the compulsory segregation, either absolute or partial,

of lepers except under the special circumstances which are detailed enfra in

paragraph 10, ! . :

8. The Local Governments and Administrationg ‘Were requested to offer

their opinions for giving practical effeet to the recommendations of the Com-

missioners. There is complete unanimity of opinion in favour of the first
recommendation that lepers should be prohibited from engaging in certain : 4
trades. This recommendation cannot indeed he directly justiiied on the con- : 3

i ment of India that this question, as well as that of prohibiting lepers from
‘ engaging in certain trades, has an administrative as well as a medical aspect, and
that action such as the Commissionors proposed is justified by the loathsomeness
of the disease, by the circumstance that those suffering from it very com-
monly obtrude their sores upon the public with a view to forcing people to
give them money, and by the fact that people in India are commonly struck
with horror at the approach of a leper, and are apt to yield to his importunity
in order to induce him to move on. In deference to the sentiments of the ;
community generally, the Government of India agree that steps should be :
taken to prevent mendicant lepers from obtruding their deformities on the
public gaze in towns and cities. The experience gained in Bombay, since the |

clusion of:the Commissioners re arding.the question of  t} tagiousness.of - i R : estublishment of the Leper Asylum at Matoonga, shows that regulations having |
leprosy, but it appears to the G§Vernn§ent ofqlndia thgt ;: c&; aiieutenant- y this object may, if intelligently and energetically carried out, be expected to
_Governor of the Punjab observes, it is amply justified :)n the grounds that be productive of great benefit to the leper community as well as to the general
there is a certain danger in allowing lepers ‘with running sores to engage in public.

those trades, and the people of this country, and indeed, it may be said, of : 4
any other country, would be struck wit}, dismay if they discovered that the = 1

articles they used or consumed had been handled by such lepers.” There is,
in fact, the Government of India are advised, ‘danger, of septic poisoning from

The Commissioners recommended that the authorities in towns should
be empowered to order a leper infringing the regulations either to return
to bis home or to enter an asylum. This recommendation is generally
accepbed except by the Government of Madras which would limit the power
of enforcing obedience to the bye-laws to thé actual expulsion of lepers from

any such running sore or ulcer, :

.The question arises whether the ‘prohibition in respect of the tradesin E 8 ‘ towns and cities, and by the Clief Commissioner of Assam on the ground that
question should be confined to Municipalities op made of general application. ! " €5 ‘ he is not prepared to recommend compulsory detention in asylums. The
The majority of the Local Governments and Administrations would, for the P § view which approves itself to the Government of India and to the major-

- present at least, proscribe lepers from engaging in trades only in Municipal areas, A".. ity of the Local Governments and Administrations is that vagrant lepers
upon the broad. grounds that the enforcement of the prohibition would be it in Municipalities should be dealt with in much the same way as vagrant
impracticable in agriculiural villages, and that - the members of village % lunatics are dealt with under the provisions of Act XXXVI of 1858, viz., I I
,communities, who are fully cognizant of the most trifling details connected with : that such persons should be brought before a Medical officer and a

" the every day life of .t.hein.' fellpw residents jn g village, are well able to protect e Magistrate and sent to an asylum by an order of the latter if found to be suffer-
themselves. The object is to protect the publie from dealing unwittingly with - 3 - ing from the disease and without relatives who can properly care for and treat |
leper tradesmen, and the Gov.e'x:n_or General in Council thinks that this can be - , » tbem. The Governor General in Council considers that, for the present at all [
adequately secured if the prohibition is confined o Municipalities and to the - . ¥ events, it will be sufficient to fake power to..deal with vagrant lepers in this
sarger fairs and religious and other gatherings which are hoiq outside the limits . - - Figgy manner in Municipalities and their immediate neighbourhood.

© of towns. His Excellency in_Council has, therefore, decided that, for the
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. ilt -the llg]}t of a general danger, Theé final statistics of the Census Ccfmmissioner :
10. The Commissioners ﬂlecon;m::iiida;}:latth};agﬁo?:i}ittzls :Pg}?;dsz?ggl;n‘ { ¢ for Indljt :qhqgvedfthe n n:;l;e:' o; pers‘oniqe des?nbed as lepers at the Census of 1891
Gon. tOiVUS_:\I'lhill‘e théy;i clzﬁlces;)g%:)fylndia’ circuléted with Home Department i t(l)xabtea 1:)?)’(13 é(;({ o;vt ?e decrfe!:se ?:ltﬁze 2:?21}?2.1‘8 ivf[ Ii.eplﬁ;[;?tu?:lo%g'ht IIQQF;OS? i
eral with the Gover 2 : ; : 81k by T ed in rom
giir:ler of the 15th S(_aptember 1893, (Ec)lnta}nled det?ﬁlri(}l Slﬁgﬁ??ﬁ: scf)(i:‘ngs. 68?1%‘1}11)6 o tracts in which they were formfarly remarkably high, mlght_be nomi{lal, aI;d due
lishment and location of qdc}ntxoxzfu tasrfa 1:11:;1; it gwould o e di to greater z_w.lgni]r.acyt lc;ttd.mgn(.)sxs, an_(li) lfgh: (:jrove;nor General in Counci] i inclined '
Surgeon-General.was of 98;?323 A l:\ach rgvenue Viridiog: - A witosbiin i i lto a}glsei :,:;tl;us ;r:j nt? ig 1:{}1!1;{}:288;" : gleosszaast'ioz; rcer(t)am vtvhgfillle;r gle isease iof ~ !
average one asylum v(‘ira(si E; be ancillary in the rural districts to thekestablishmel'lt - | S ggl;n%u it seeg’ no reason to dissent frorryx’ tlll'eno an erais uxcfillepcy In
gt ?rs’lmt'en ngediate neighbourhood of towns, was that leper farms in | /8 the Commissioners tha leprosy does not preévail in Indgia. to su?;%nc u*s;‘;’i % %
:lflrgiytlrl;a; l\:vlhtelli lllgpers with their wives and families coul(;l ﬁultivate thi' s;)]l; as to constitute a general or universs] dinger, and that the meansal?y Wh?;ll:; : b 3
: o) iE i M idered that comparativ _ i : = TR ¢ ey ‘
. might ])e productl1c\1reb(e)fbg:gct;«;a(i %gggose dl lﬁl}; tczllllzly diould; if poIs)sible, o : R i E:tt:gltlsiz té??égcgzg;g;is.to secure. its diminution are lmproved sanitation and !
é'1i:ng:1oglel(llldt:)e:)lr}:‘lr::)nl:lages from which they would be discharged as soon as they ~

1d support themselves. :
Ao Thif II))a.rt of the subject appears to the Government of India to need

: ' 1
13. The legislation which ig required to carry out the decisions of the 4
Government of india in paragraphs 8, 9 and10 of this

-
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K of Ix agr Resolution will be effected |
by the Local Governments and Administrations, The | g} [ i? o nglil{ltlgooouIICII(i‘r 3 tllle' P(IJ'Oth'?s ‘:i'lile r%?ﬁey'teﬁi?t alnd Skl i
further consideration by the Loca . v S R povinoces by vhe vernor reneral in Zouten.  the Bill cited in the preamble -
Governr General i Counell considers ha in enhdvson o o convnict '8 e Goverment o g anelof e Lioyenant Gonerorof gl |
area an asylum, or an asylum an A, ; . s inalition in' bh B a3 P st Foud i o - VeSfern Frovinces :
e i T e T T T e Maniipaision ih e L oF by sich amendment e Meoh S A sithe ooy oty iostis St
ivision or area, an 18 A i B . e W i Ve ; the Gorars. Wiy
Bl SR LG e ey
oy L : anch } ; v " Gener : & “ceive |
})‘y the Mumclpath&e;;l(ﬂg alisﬁrlwse ;lad if the Local Governments and Adminis- , i f::mlla the lixeu(:.eigntl-Goe\ eiiﬁ)rlsf t(ill:amlz’lu%:zb afxdb ?hetil(')zz?xdlr?ﬁililsetrc%me,
tlr:t?igxzvgll}r?:l?e the matter into their consideration at an early date, in order 1t0 i 4 proposals for effecting the chianges in the aw which will be required ?nlﬁlsé f :
determine to what extent additional accommodation will be required, how t 13 ; F Provinces administered by them.
cost of providing and maintaining such accommodation should be divided ! x|

among the local bodies, and whether any amendment of the law relating to

14. The Governor Gen.eral in Councl cannot conclude this Resolution
Municipalities and District and Local Boards is necessary for the establishment ‘ ! &'g}ﬂ?cthptlﬁgl?i )(;I(:)erpcg,(inlgizi}()gg?latw%)ft tclll o able &nd exhaustive e
ofgzl:cgpz;sl;lﬁms and farms outside the limits of Municipalities and for the o e g

i i 1e Governor General i il regrets
roposed division of the cost. The Government of India are inclined to think it[lle CGou‘;zli'l llagehgl(i 5 : g}‘)’;;‘;llll ;'f%reﬁ;s p
{)hafi:t; may not be necessary to legislate, as was proposed in clause 4 of the Bill § s T p
circulated in 1889, for the voluntary admission of lepers. in qsylums, buﬁ the;y 3 ore sl et e da
would have no objection to the adoption of such a provision in any Province in Angust 16088 CHngh G‘l)
which the Local Government or Administration thinks it would be useful. s

ssed away before His Excellency
wlicly acknowledging their labours.
mla of tymoid fever while the Commissioners
1gations, ad Dr. Beaven Rake at Trinidad in

2 s D

ey

ok l i) vernment ofIndia desire to express on behalf of
_ impire their thanks ‘ i Vati

11. The fourth recommendation of the Commissioners was that competent ¥ ge:’(’ti[’[;gl;e I’olftl;.on 3;] t;;z;lﬁ:cgggilsttf:igithii memory of el
medical authority should always be consulted before action in regard '

memory of the late Father

i i osy throughout India,
to lepers is taken. With this view the Government of India entirely agree. y g

But the Commissioners did not suggest a definition of the terms leper ” aI(;d
¢ leprosy ”* which could be adopted for the purpose of the provisions to be made v OrDER.—Ordered, that ‘this Resolutin be
in the different laws and bye-laws. In the opinion of the Government of India k- India, and that a copy be forwas ot o all ot
the terms should for this purpose be defined, as in the Bill at present before the 1% tions and to the Foreign Deg
Legislative Council of the Lieutenant-Gov&larnor of Bfngal, which is a:llp%ed {gellfl B |

amble of this Resolution, so as on y to include casesin w ich ulcer- |
zttlt‘iZII:rle\.as actually commenced. - The Governor General in Council cgns1ders that L F. (True Extract.) ‘
the public interests do not require that action should be taken against persons A J. P. HEWETT ‘
attacked with the disease who have not reached that stage. In any case ll)n E 4 = j
which it is proposed to enforce the bye-laws against a person who appears to be R N

| - Op. Secretary to the Goot. o India.
affected with uleerous sores, a preliminary to such action will be that he sBould j if 5
be examined by a competent medical authority.

12. The enquiry mentioned in paragraph 2 of this Resolution which was
instituted into the question whether the disease of leprosy is on the increase or i ‘
not in this country was taken up by the Leprosy Commissioners. At the ;:me b S |
when the report was issued the returns for the census of 1891 had not been 8y ‘ :
fully revised, but they were sufficiently complete to enable the Commlssxoner.: 8! :
to make an elaborate examination of the statistics given in the last three(c‘ensuse. ‘ ;
taken in India regarding the distribution of lepers in the country. The co: QDA
clusions at which they arrived was that the alarm about the inerease of Jepro b & ‘ <,
in British India is altogether groundless, that the figures available, tl}outg‘;] ! % | |
unfortunately consisting of only three sets, pointed strongly to a decrease in e &
number of these unfortunate people, and in any case to the disease not benll)g. g | ‘ Lk kheh a S
the increase, that the number of lepers had been greatly overstated, 110,000d 63 1?1 ’ 1R
perhaps nearest the truth, and that leprosy could therefore not be regarde ki !

Damien to the investigation of the disease f lepr
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