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‘ GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Rxap—the following paper:—

From M. HAMMICK, Esq., I.C.S,, Special Commissioner for Madura and

Tinnevellf Districts, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of
Madras, Judiocial Department, dated Satur, 30tk June 1899, Cur. No. 33.

I bave the honour to reply to G. O. No. btt, dated 22nd June 1899, regarding
the establishment of Punitive Police Force for the Tinnevelly District.

2. The first point is to emphasize the necessity for largely increasing the
Tinnevelly Police Force at present time. Without going into the history of the
present dispute, it seems sufficient to say that the most bittter antaponism now
separates the Shanars on the one side and the Maravars on the ot,ier in this

district, and there can be littls doubt, that with the Maravars, in their .
as Vellalas,

quarrels with the Shanars, are allied various other castes such
Kallans, Pallans and probably, in out of the way places,
The Shanars probably numbering not less tha
are scattered all over the distriot, while thair oppouents must be much more
numerous. Between these two parties there has been for years growing enmity
and it is probably hardly an exaggeration to say that there is not a village in
Tinnevelly where the Shanars are not on bad terms with their neighbours of other
castes. 'ghis enmity, a8 the Government knows, recently gave rise to open rioting
and disturbances ot the gravest character in Sivakasi in this dietrict, and within a
very fow days the whole of the north of the district from end to end was in an excited
and disturbed condition. It should also be pointed cut that the quarrel which has
produced those disturbances is not a quarrel over a definite point of ritual or con-
cerned with any special temple. If it were 80, it would probably be essy to settle
it, at all events for the time. It is s quarrel which has arisen solely from the
kdown determination of the Shanars asa caste to improve their present social
and their religious condition and unless the Shanars can be persuaded to be con-
tent with the status given them by their caste superiors, it is useless to expect an
improved state of things. How long this attempt on the part of-the Shanars to
show themselves to something better than Panchamas has existed, it is impossible
‘o say; but it is more than 30 years mow since the Shanars began arrogating
themselves titles which implied & higher place in the social scale than that assign-
ed to them by the general accord of other castes. It is clear therefore that 16
18 quite impossible at present to arrive at any settlement which will satisfy either
the Shanars or the Maravars. If the Shanars are supported in their attemp}ﬁl
to enter temples in Tinnevelly, it. is perfectly certain that the Maravars Wi

continue to do all they can by legal or other methods to prevent their suocest!;
On the other hand, it is quite certain that the Shapars will not pease] 0
attempt to establish their so-called rights until they are satified with t o
position which will not be, for many years to come. [t is clear then, t].aa: iz-
A long futare the district authorities will have the greatest difficulty in malb ga‘rs
1ng order between these two sections of the people 1n this district. 1The Marav .
vare undo Eeir attack on Sivakasi and co

AL ubtedly more or less worsted in t . ;
sidering the nature of that riot which was in reality a desperate fight in the main

Brahmins also.
n a quarter of a million in Tinnevelly

'Y

» will be impossible,

g alsé’ Ii::ﬂiang'ﬂdi in the South-West of Sankaranainar Koil Taluk, also in the villages
an

* incladed in the Police Station in Manur in North Tinnevelly, in villages included
©incia
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strest of the town, it is not likely to be forgotten by either Maravars or Shanars

for years to come. . . o
: i iously necessary that the Police Force of this district
h 13d boIt;t]:etmhgTif:gzg ZI:‘:arlvyas ssiblye and until it is 80 strengthened it will
shou ible to remove from this district either the sepoys who are now here on
be "P}l)ogmt r the Reserve Police who have been sent from other districts for
special quiy oTho uestion then is, wliether the increase of the Police Force which
the present. ahguld he made at the expenso of the inhabitants of the tracts which
O e nos of disturhances or at the exp=nse of the general tax-payer. It .

were tho scenes I fear, to make any distinction in the levy of the taxes as regards
f people or castes in the district. The Shanars although the principal
e o E tlfis time, have undoubtedly by their aggressive conduct brought the
sufferers & bles that’they have suffered in a measure upon themselves, snd it is
. tli)otl‘:'ul whether by exempting them we should not rather encourage the
v G of the present bitter feelings than allay thqm. The Maravara are of
commn:ﬁmimmediate aggressors, but they were assisted by almost all other
ccurse °t the superior castes. The Christians have no doubt suffered very much
T rts of the district and in some ways they have a very good claim to be
o sommg from any punitive tax that may be imposed. On Lhe_other }Jand su.ch
exemp tion will be liable to much misconstruction and will be in practice
;:oggsﬁpdiﬂicult to carry out. It seems best on the whole to take those tracts

. of the distriot where the disturbance chiefly occurred and from which the looters

i “reasonably supposed to have come and to Jevy the tax
and nltl)tel:;c;r:he-whole gopulz?tri)on within those areas. Part qf tLe popula-
gener;li]{ ay the tax, because they have taken' the chief part in the crimes
:i)oant gavopoccurred, the rest will pay, because they require special protectlo(ri
and probably have not done as much as they could have done to support' ?R}CB'mt

der in the past. I therefore propose that the Punitive Police Force w lcdl. 18 to
ft)):) established ghould be paid for by the inhabitants of those tracts of the istrict

which it will guard, |
4. T enclose a list 'and a map of the villages which were looted. The

- ~illages given in the map which have more than one red line under them are those

villages where more than one crime occurred. The numbers in the map refer to

" the villages named in the list, the names of which cannot be found in the map.

i " iefly 1 i Taluks
ill be seen that the disturbances oceurred chiefly in Satur and Tenkasi ,
%)tlth}nley also extended to the north of Tinuevelly Taluk and tc;lpa’rst otfhﬂ%? Ottt-ag
idaram Taluk. A fow distarbances also occurred in the ]ou -Wes ?d
IS)mﬂmmnainar Koil, "I am getting lists of vxllaggs from which the looters are sa
to have started. The preparation of such lists will, l_Jomwol'2 take some tlrnob a;;ld
cannot be completed until the cases are ready for trial. It 1s, however, fpl'o a .19
that as a rule the criminals who committgd these outrages did not gome {ro‘lllll vil-
lages very far away and it is certain that in each ta!uk there are numbers of villagea
'g' h supplied the gangs which went out to commit aots of lawlessness. After the
“}.1“1: o shall be better able to judge in the matter. But except that some of the
tria ?nzlg undoubtedly came from villages across the border in Madura, the District
f:::llf supplied its own marauders, .

o draft proclamation which I enclose with this letter, it is proposed
. i’l‘:'e {;:1;'3? ve Polige Foroe shall be placed over the Taluks of Tenkasi and Satur,
2

th- the villages included in the Police Stations.of - Santhamadam, Kurukalpatti

i ice Station of Pudur in the North-East of Ottapidaram and villagas
1n tbeel()lo'hcihse P(l)?ircx:e Station of Nathampatti ‘in ‘the -North-East of Srivillipntnr -
mch}d i“ ropose the force should consist of 300 men which i3 the amallest number
'I;:]:k:m bepfecommendéd (we have at present in the District 254 Police and about
that Ci R o L \
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Osbsa—No. 1077, Judicisl, dated 7th July 1899.

The proposals of the Special Commissioner for the establishment of a force of
800 additional police in the district of Tinnevelly are approved, and immediate
steps should be taken for the enlistment of the necessary recruits.
persons who belong to the Tinuevelly or
en to exolude from it Maravars, Kallars and Shanars.

e

and care should be

The additional police should, the Government considers, be placed in charge of
a Special Assistant Superintendent. . b

'An estimate showing in detail the cost of the additional pblice, as well as the
cost of any extra clerical establishment that may be required in the police offices,
should be submitted by the Inapector-General of Police as early as possible.

2. The proposed location of the additioual force is approved.

3. -With regard to the provision of quarters, the Government considers
that permanent buildings are not required, seeing that the headquarters of each
section of the additional police will be liable at any time to be moved. The pro-
posal to construct by departmental agency the temporary buildings required 1s
sanctioned : plans should be submitted to Government for approval. ' '

The Government agrees with the Special Commissioner that quarters shO}lld

. be provided rent free for the members of the force. : .

" and will be published in English and Tamil in the Port Saint Jeorge and

i‘u ‘_.. .‘—’_ .

. * Ry %
By

- establishment. ‘ :

- To the 8pecial Commissioner.

4. The draft proclamation prepared by the Special Commissioner is approved,
District Gazettes. Separate orders will issue, when Government 18 placed in
possession of full information regarding the disturbance, on the question whether
any classes of persous should be exempted under section 15.9) of Act V of ]$61

- from liability to bear a portion of the cost of the additional police.

5. With regard to the question of the collection of funds to meet the cost of
the additional police, dealt with in para. 6
the Government observes that under section 15 (4) the apportionment of the cost.
rests with the District Magistrate. The Government has no objection to the
adoption of the method of apportionment now suggeated, subject to any modifi-
cation that the District Magiatrate may find necessary. Tho District Magistrate
should report whether any extrn establishment is required in connection with the
collection of the money, or whether

(True Extract) " ~ |
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