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. on which the

. " , (2) Judicial Department Secretary’s letter N
SN (3g District Magistrate’s letter to Governmeno. ¥

v }H ( %5) District Magistrate’s lettor

]
2 |
AL s W

=  GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

JUDICIAL D\EPARTMENT.

- Brap—the following papers :— .
: . 1
AdOfﬁc*ia.l Memorandum No. 2, Judicial, dated 10th January 1890
. Adverting to the annual indent for gunpowder ¢ h 1 '
Distoies Mogicimate ng sk ind gunpowder for the Zamorin of Calicut, the
] S vty ltton, datedreglrt:iested to report, with reference to the statement

in
M .
Order, No. 1687, Military, dated 11th ay 1861, No. 43, recorded in Government

. May 1861, that the Zamorin ¢ 3 .
receive 60 Ib, of P‘t);"n‘lisr tm,oni)hly 7, &;?[ number uild date of thtlan Oélcl:lverxllini;]ttlt})e;ld:'
e statement is based. ITe will also re rt the {
gunpowder is supplied, whether for daily salutes aspzlleged,P%?c;e iﬁlgbﬁpﬁ&i

istrict Magistrate’s lotter,

or the daily ceremony called

ik 4 { ite. TIf, for th
© 185ue 18 apparently contrary to EMM.C, No. 34, dated 1’9tt?l:la§ufarylva ';tsehp o

] . J. F. Priox,
' Chief Secretary.
Le o ‘
tter—from H. M. istri
T Cl?l'lef 5 M. WirtexrorHAN, Eu., [.C8., District Magistrate of Malabar.

tary to Government.

aliout, t
No—500. Lf.u‘% he 27th February 1890.

With reference to Official M y . |
No. 157, dated S1at January 1890?n110£:33€:h§ ﬁé 2, dated 10th January 1890, and

nour t
able to trace any order of Goverament on whaon o report that T have not been

‘ ord . the District Mugi )
that ’;he ¢ Zamorin is entitled to receive 50 lb. of gunpowder moﬁ;ﬁtyr?}ei: bzt:etgment
- The papers I have on record are noted below :— .

(1) District Magistrate’s lotter to Government

translation of tho enclosure thereto. ¢ dated 12th May 1821, with

, dated 22nd May 1821.

tri t, dated 22nd December ]8:
Judicial Department SecretaNry’s letter No. 183, dated 8th Jazlll;ar; 11882321

o. 83, dated
8) EM.C. No. 34, dated 16th Junuary 1804, N7 ember 1843,

‘ 'g) E.M.C. No. 253, dated 29th April 1851. :
. é ) District Megistrate’s letter No. 18, dated 19th Mg

L1 =(9) 6.0, No. 1108, Judicial, dated 215t July 1864, ° 1651
Nots.—In the margin of this last i . '
from the Magistrate ingtlhe zillah of sﬁi’ﬁfﬂ:ﬁiﬂ %tlxit:g; ated 201h March 1816,

1(4

is not forthcoming.

dated 12th May 1821, dis- |

. b .

T
.

P A S

,’-/

e

RN

gu_n ”.

No. 854, Jupiorar, 32p APRiL 1880, . 3

3. In his letter forming the enclosure to the District Magistrate’s letter dated

12th May 1821, the Zamorin speaks of ,the origin of the
year 966 M.E. (1799 A.D.) when Malabar came under the

nt as dating from the
ritish power, and of the

quantity having been fixed by ¢ the Honourable the Governor o Bombay ” at 86 -

maunds & year ; and, in reply to a communication I made on receipt of . the official

memorandum under reply, the present Zamorin gives the rame acoount of the grant.
4. The vernacular term incorrectly transliterated as Miyama-vedi is properly

Niyama-vedi, and Gundert’s dictionary gives this as meaning ¢ mqrning and evening

It literally means ¢ regular gun-fire ”. o _ '

5. The gunpowder supplied to the Zamorin is used for firing two guns in the

. morning when the Zamorin rises and two at 8 o’clock in the evening.” This

] Niyama-vedi is regarded at once as & time-gun and 2 roysl salute, and has no con-
| nection whatever with any religious rite or ceremony. . ' :

6. Tt this time-honoured privilege were now withdrawn, it would be difficult to
make the Zamorin understand that the withdrawal indicated no displeasure on the
part of Government. Like his ancestor, in 1821 (in the letter referred to by Govern-
ment), the present Zamorin would deem & withdrawal of the privilege to be a great
disgrace, and on this ground I would beg that the concession be continued.

7. The grants of gunpowder on the occasion of installations have been few and
far between, and no one can feel injured, if Government is pleased to direct that no
guch grant will be made in future. The only instances I can find on record were
sanctioned in the following Government Orders :—

G.0., No. 812, Judicial, dated 25th May 1866, this office letter * No. 108,

dated 80th October 1878, and G.O.,
* Reocordod in Official Memorandum No. 204/9 R,

dated 1st November 1878. 1848.

A

Order—No. 654, Judicial, dated 3rd April 1890, .

The Government agrees with the District Magistrate. The supply of gun-
o+ powder to the Zamorin for the Miyama-vedi will be continued gratuitously as before,
ut no future grant of gunpowder on oocasion of installations will be made.

(True Extract.)

J. Grosr,
Ag. Chief Secretary.

To the Distriet Magistrate, Malabar.

[

—

vo. 2240, Judicial, dated 20th October
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l‘ .. 7. - No. 854 Tuownr, 8zp Arnr 1890; :

. 8, In his letter forming the enclosure to the District Magistrate's letter dated
12th May 1821, the Zamorin speaks of tho origin of the grant as’dating from the
yoar 966 M, E. 1793 A. D. when Malabar came under the Dritish power, and of the
quantity haying been fixed by ¢ the Horourabie the Governor of Bombay ” at 36
maunds & year ; and, in reply toa communication I made on receipt of the offlcial

* { emorandum under reply, the preser.t Zamorin gives the same account of the grant.
i .. 4. The vernacular term incorrectly transliterated as Miyamavedi is properly

- Niyama-vedi, and Gundert’s dictionary gives this as meaning * morning and evening
gun "3 Xt literally means *‘ regular gun-fire . ' '
% 5. The gunpowder supplied to the Zamorin is used for firing two guns in the
morning when the Zamorm rises and two at 8 o’clock in the evening. This
Niyamsg-vedi is regarded at once as a time-gun and a royal salute, and has no con-’
neotign whatever with any religious rite or ceremony. :

- “B. 1f this time-honoured privilege were now withdrawn, it would be difficult fo
make the Zamorin understand that the withdrawal indicated no displeasure on the’
part of Government. Like his ancestor, in 1821 (in the letter referred to by Govern-
ment), the present Zamorin would deem a withdrawal of the privilege to be a great
disgrace, and on this ground I would beg that the concession be continued.

7. The grants of gunpowder on the occasion of installations bave been fow and

far between, and no one can feel injured, if Government is pleased to direct that no 4
such grant will be made in future. The only instances I can find on record were . .-
sanctioned in the following Government Orders :— o ’ S
@.0., No. 812, Judicial, this office dated 25th May 1868, letter * No. 108,

* Rooorded in Official Memorandvm No 2049'B. dated S0t ()gtpber 1878, and 8.0,
ated 1st November 1878, 0T ,;' {480%2240, Judioial, dated 30th October

t
0:der—No. 654, Judicial, dated 3rd April 1890, |
_ The Government agrees with the Distriot Magistrate. The supply of gun-
{ wder to the Zamorin for the Miyama-vedi will be continued gmtcu'tous})y as before,”
g?xt no future grant of gunpowder on occasion of installations will be made.
: (True Fxtract.)

o A

e o AL TS o SN T
- - ey

J. Gadsz, '
Ag. Chief Secrelary.

| = o

Mo the Distriok Magistrate, Malabar,

G.0., No. 654, 3rd April 1880. .

sy,

b Gunpowder for the Zamorin. -
! Btating that the supply of ganpowder to the Zamorin of Caliont for the Niysma-vedi wiR
| f bs continued grataitionsly as before, but no faturs grant of ganpowder will be made on ocoasion
| * of ingtallations. ) ‘
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- NOTES 10 G.0,, No. 851, JUDICIAL, DATED 8p APRIL 1890, L° . "+ :
/" - [Subisor.— Gunpowder for the Zemorix of Calicut] .

\ Cluef Secretary— - -

A . :
v ’ . . . .
_ ZL ;I“C‘,’?‘,'“l.“‘“?“ 189, 2?“-(-1 v]f'hy. 1821 letter * to the Assistant Magistrate, - X
L Calicut, the ** Samoory Raja, » in reply to & letter-informing him that he could not..,
be bupplied with the asual aonual supply of 36 maunds required for performing the -
dajly ** Memawaddy ) ceremony as there was no powder in store of the kind (unser=:." -
viceable) given for religious purposes, pointed out that from the time his ecountry was .~ .. -
" ceded to the Company to the present period he had always been supplied with powder.~. . - '
" for the performance. of religious rites and that it was the Hon'’ble Mr. Duncamy- >+ %
- the Governor of Bombay, who had fized the quantity to be eupplied at 36 maunds and
piayed that it may be arranged to supply himn with the usu quantity. Lo

Asnﬁplied with g't'mpc;wdef to celebrate their feasts acoording to the usage of the -

7

- with religious ceremoniea.: T'he action of this Government was approved by the Court . R
‘of Directors. R . ‘ . FEO " . L

' Proocedings, Military, 1687, 11th May 1861. . .
Procoedings, Military, 2557, 1143 71861 50 Ibs, q{pgvyde:monthly,butthg_]igqord

v,'dépﬁftmeﬁt isrun*uble to trace the order fixing this isquantity.';ﬁ'v- T
. N C Ve iy @ ) .

‘ rifea, but authorized its supply on the occasions of feasts and lostivals unconnected F
i
Under Secrelary— . - !

- dated 11th May 186), a referonce to the District Magistrate might lead toite being - -~ % . &
* ' traced, Thero may be some further correspondence which may have bees.avers, - S
" looked. Thirtysix maunds per arnum 18, 8o far as can at present be seen, the quantity = . o L

" Prom General tletter , No. 4, datod 0d Jancary 1815, -and EM.C. No. 84, dated [ | _‘2“.2
" and confined Tit only “to feasts and festivals. . From the enclosure to E.M.C. No. : i
o - . ‘

|

| Magistrate. . \

. endorsement—G.0., R. No. 1261, dated 20th November 1889—transferring the . -

' was incomplete, the Chief Secretary in his note, dated 19th December - directed &

The old P"pel-g' put up show that the Zamorin of Calicut has always been sapplied e
. with gunpowder by the State. ~ In his .

. ~

R ‘ ~ The Government sanctioned the supply
" Consultation 189,22nd May 1821.- . = of serviceable powder and ordered ita cost -
- . _tobe debited to the Judicial department.
Government inform;fi the District Magistrate that it
. - o o>nsidered it very proper that the Rajas
Cosu tition 18, Bth Jenuary 1822, ©. 9 .Chiefs of Malabar = should be

In a subsequent order, the

In 1844, tho Government approved the proceadings of the District Magistrato, .
' - ' Malabar, ,withholding - the - grant of .

cquniry eud that if the quantity be supplied it should be supplied gratis. BT L o :
Céneulation 34, 16th January 1844  gunpowder when required for- religious

" ~'In 8 leiter from tke District Magistrate, Calicut, dated 5rd May 1861, he stated . - |
Titos ' that the Zamorin is entitled to receive - '~ 4 — o

« L’l«

. D M A CE A A . oo
"1t the Record department is unablé to trace the authority for the statement - {_ ., N, .. .
made in the lester of the District Magistrate embodied in G.O., No. 217, Military, '?*'f“(cr G
LN e

[ 4

to which the Zamorin was held to be entitled, but that does ‘not<<50 1bs.  per memsem. P T T il

16th January 1844, it appears that Government confirmed ' the discontinuance bythe . - .o
then District Magistrate of “Malabar of thesupply -of gunpowder for’religious riles - SRR

159, dated 22nd May 1821, it appears that there is 8 ceremony called ¢ Memawaddy ” -
which scems to be & religiona rite, and it seems probable that the powder applied for
;e not intended for daily ¢alutes as alleged but for this ceremony.. It would be _
as- well, I think, to obtain definite information regarding this from the District -. L,
) o , - , o _~.;_( *q
o .Li’;@_,‘%v“fu& miin aoua s wly & :i:h Jvt:'g fg3£jfgi—r;q;1%:??." G 1
From tle Dislrict Magislrale, Malabar, dated 271k February 1890, No. 506--M. -~ 4
- 1n 1889, the District Magistrate of Malabar applied for sanction * for the usual . Ly
gupplf of 600 lbs.. of gunpowder to the Zamorin of Calicut” stating that “the  : .~
guopowder 18 required for daily sutes.” The Honourable Member passed the: =~ '~ =

indenzio the Military department for compliance, but asked how the Zamofin was

entitio® to the supply. -, . - | ) o
""Some pupers were then collected from the Record, but as the information .

cﬂww‘.—- PERVITR

* reference to bo made to the District Magistrate, Malabar, =~ . S
_ Menntime in 1840, another case came up in regard to the sapply in 1888 ofa - . . .
“barrel of gunpowder to the Eliya Raja on his installation. The Honourable *Member .
then noted his opinion that future supplies of this kind should be discontinued, but
* deferred passing orders until the reply to the reference above ‘mentioned wes.

- received. , . . ‘

‘.'4
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Nores 1o G.0., No. 654, Juptarat, 3zp AprL 1890, - - ° : E
o There are thus two questions—{irat, as to the periodical supply to the Zamorin of
‘Calieut of gunpowder for daily salutes ; secoud, as to the occasional supply to several
"ol the Rajas of Malabar of gunpowder for salutes at the time of installation. -
. Asregards the first, the District Magistrate has been upable to point to the
original order -sanctioning the supply, but the correspondence referred to by him
Tettor of 20th Maroh 1815, . Droves tho privilege to be a very ancient
N ~ N o -one. The earliest paper is one of 1816
“when the District Magistrate,in submitting an indent for powder, said it was needed
*¢ for the use of the Zamorin Raja who, in consideration of his rank and character, -
“ is permittad to continue an ancient eustom in firing two small guns from his Palace
“ morning and evening and for the performance of the principal religious cereraonies
¢ at the various pagodas within his jurisdictions” L T o

In 1821, no damaged powder which was usually subplied was available, and - \

the Distriet Magistrate was thus unable to make the periodical supply. The
- Zamorin, thercupon, addressed a memorial on the subject to the Assistant Magistrate
' in which he said that ‘‘ the annual supply of 36 maunds required for performing

. f{ ~ “the ¢ Memawaddy; ' ceremony ” had been grantel him ¢ from the time when the’

3 S . R o777 ¢ gountry was ceded to the Honourable
"t"‘.“' .I : Amwar-u.lg to_A' D. 17‘91,'1 S Compa.{my,‘ viz, 966,-*®to the present
* In Censultaticn 22nd May 1821. time.” lie added that the quantity 36
~ maunds had been fixed by the Government of Bombay. The usual supply was then
" passed by Government. o o ‘ o
.~ 'The matter came up again in 1843-44, The Cour} of Directors had just then
~ issued its important orgers directing the severance of all Government connection
~ with native religious temples, festivals and ceremonies, and the District Magistrate
‘considered that he was thereby required to stop the supply of gunpowder intended
- for use in religious ceremonies. At the instance, however, of the Eliya Raja, he
) referrcd the matter to Government, After some discussion among tl_m members of
Government, it was laid down that' tho Magistrate’s action in stopping the supply
was proper, but that Government did not wish ¢t withhold the indalgenes when it
, ' ' , ;" Is solicited on the occasion of jfeasts and
A/ EMC No 31,100 January 1864, festivals unconnected with religiods
L/ o - "7 % coremonies.”

From that date, therefore, the powder has besu apparently graated only for the
morning and evening gun and not for any religious ceremony. .

The question of {this supply was raised again in 1864, but the grant was
toutinued (G.0., No. 1106, dated 21st July' 1804). '

. It is proved that so'early as 1815 the grant was a customary one, \&nd that in |
1821 the Zamorin asserted that he had enjoyed' the privilege since 1791. The
" District Magistrate points out-that it could not be withdrawn without making the
Zamorin feel that he was in disgrace, and it is subwitted that so small a concession
may well be continued as recommended by Mr. Winterbotham. The exact amount.
* of powder supplied is not very clear. In 1821, it was stated to be 3¢ maundsa
year ; in 1801, the District Magistrate reported . that 5131& Zamor;ilrlxl ‘:’MS“ entitled
-~ .+ “toreceive 8. monthly.” Supposing
. G0, 1687, 11th May 1801. " the maund mentioned in 1821 topbe one
of 25 1bs., the annual supply would thus be 900 lbs. or 50 per cent. larger than the
supply mentioned in 1861, and the decrease may, perhaps, be due to the supply
being no longer made for religious ceremonies. Perbaps, however, it is nnnece -
. to go into the question of the exact amount supplied. The District Magistrate’s
present letter ehows that the supply is made only for -the daily salute or time-gun
and that this has no connection with any relizious rite. : K _
Thero is the further question concerning the supply of gunpowder for use at-
installations.  As to this, Mr. Winterbothamn says that the grants have been few and
far betwoan and that no one can feel injured if Government should direct that no such
graat shall be made in future. He expressed a similar view in his letter recorded in

G.0,, No. 167, dated 31st January 1890. = The amount, granted to the Eliya Raja in |

1888 was 70 1bs. The point scemsa small one, but it hardly appears necessary to
keep up this custom, o

| 'A. G.»CABDRW—25;3-90. ‘

Approved. : . S ,
_ The eupply to the Zamorin is gratuilous and worth a good deal. It it were
abolished, he would elearly have to be compensated. |

I, E. S[toxss]—27-3-90.° * -

[6.0.,-No. 631, Judicial, dated 3.d April 1590.]

. e

,
J. Gfts—26-3-90. fof -
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