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2lst May 1888, No. 1162, JrpIrciaL. '

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.
® Reap—again the following paper‘.ﬁ— t ' B 8

G.0., dated 16th December 1887, Mis. No. 2862, Judicial.

Bead—the following petition from the landholders of Tinnew;elly, to His Excellency the
. Right Honorable the (fovernor of the Presidency of Fort 8t. George, dated

91st October 1887 :— .
The humble request of the land-};olders of the Tinnevelly district is put forth

thus :— .
1. From the coronation of our Gracious Queen and Empress of India, all Ier

subjects of India have been prospering under Her Majesty’s benevolent administration.
But though we have been enjoying many rights concerning our lands after the time
. of the Settlement, we have yet been suffering under some important concern. As
o we have long been expecting your Excellency’s visit to this place, hoping that we .
chall then have our grievances redressed directly by your Excellency, we want to
- make the best use of your Excellency’s presence.

9. We have been paying, with no disléke, our many taxes imposed upon us by
the Government, in addition to what we have been paying for our lands, the fruit of
which we heve been duly enjoying though not without grievances. -

3. We enjoyed much prosperity before the Settlement by certain favorable
arrangement. Butsince its introduction we have been paying our taxes even for such
lands as have not becn brought under, cultivation by the unfitness of the season or by
some ‘other mischance, while most of the adjacent lands have been cultivated only in
due scason. In addition to this, we not only lose what we spend in this cultivation,
but are also forced to pay the tax with no remissions, in case of the failure of one of
the crops, while we get remissions only in case of the total failure of the two crops.

4. The road cess collected from villagers in addition to the land tax is chiefly, .
we think, intended for public good, <.e., specially for the repairs of roads or making
convenient roads wherehere is necegsary to the respective villages from which it is
collected. The fund cotdected from villagqs, instead of being used for the benefits of
the villages, is used by Government inevarious other ways without the least amount’

’ of benefit to the villages. . ) ) |
The villages suffor great amount of difficulties from want of roads, or l;%lairs of

-«

roads if there happens to be any, for the free passage to cattles, bullodds, and*
bandies to carry manures to the fields, to bring paddies from fields not only n,rainy
season, but also in other times. Not even a little portion of the tax they receive is
spent for their benefits. We pray therefore your Excellency will be graciously
leased to take to your Excellency’s benign consideration all their cravings and thus
relieve them. : ‘ © ‘
5. We humbly pray that your Excellency may notice all the following matters
and may be pleased to pass favorable orders :— . °
! : (I) That we should get . proper remission even in case of the failure of one of
. the crops of those lands ‘which are twice cultivable every year.
, (IT) That we should get remissious also for such small pieces of land as become
L incapable of cultivation owing to the want of sufficient and proper wate
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