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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

Trom J. STURROCK, Esq., District Magistrate of South Canara, to the Chief
Sccretary to Government, dated Mangalore, 31st July 1885, No. 1860. -

With reference to G.O., dated 1st April 1885, Mis. No. 891, T have the honor to
report that from February to the end of June last only one case, under scction 48 of the
Police Act, was tried by the Sub-Registrar of Vittal in his capacity of Special Magis-
trate, no cases having been brought before the other Special Magistrate at Manjeshwar

during the period. - .
2. The arrangement has had a year’s trial which shows that the magisterial work
of the above Special Magistrates is not likely te increase at any timeto the extent of
interfering with the discharge of their registration dutics, and I can sce no objection to
_the continuance of the arrangement which has hitherto worked well. ‘

From G. HAMNETT, Esq., Inspector-Gencral of Registration, to the Chief
Secrctary ta Government, dated Madras, 26th August 1885, G. No. 3605.

TVith reference to G.O., Judicial, No. 253, dated the 30th January 1885, I have
- the honor to submit the annexed statement showing the work ‘done by the seven
" Sub-Registrars who have been exercising special powers as Magistrates in Malabar

for the six months ending July 1885 :—

District. 1 Station. No'h?ii;i‘scs i‘;‘;:if{gg , Timo occupicd in trial.
{|Payéli .. .. . 5 5 jths of an hour.

Tellicherry .. z Nadapuram .o . 9 10 51 hours.

Payengati .o . i1 - 1 6} do.

" Kondotti .. .. . 5 8 1 hour and 35 minutes.
Cas ut Koduvayur . .. 11 11 3 days and 1 hour.
ascu ** ) | Mannérghat = .. .. 4 4 | 40 minutes.
Wandéar .. . .. .. .. . eene

2. The Registrar of Tcllichérry, states that—
¢ The period embraced in the review opened with threo Special Magistrates and closed with
~ one; the remaining two having left their stations in March and June, respectively, and their

successors not having been invested with the powers.
¢ The total number of cases tried during the period is 25 and that of persons tried is 26 ; the

time occupied in such trials is 12} hours. ,
« There were no cases at Payéli and Payengati for five months and 2t Nadapuram for six.”

3. The Registrar of Calicut states :—

; “The larg-'est number of cases disposed of during the half-year ending 31lst July 1885 was
by the Special Magistrate of Koduvsyur, and the number of persons concerned was 11, and the
" uverage time taken was ono hour, while the Special Magistrate of Wandir did no work at all.”
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The Registrar has written at sore> length to show why the special powers of Magistrates
should not be conferred upon Sub-Registrars, and I therefore send up his letter for the
consideration of the Governnent. .

4. The*Government have been alrcady made acquainted with my views on the
subject.

5. One of the anonymous letters to which the Registrar of Calicut refers, charges
the Special Magistrate at Manndrghat with intriguing with the wives of the inhabi-
tants, * * * ‘

From W. LOGAN, Esq., District Magistrate of Malabar, to tho Chict Secretary.
to Government, dated Calicut, 23rd September 1885, No, 4333.

I have the honor to return the letter of the Inspector-General of Registration
To. 3605, dated 26th August 1885, on the subject of the work done by Sub-Re"istmz"
Sub-Magistrates. » ' °
2. The work of these Sub-Magistrates has been before me on several occasio.ns of
late, 2nd I would have recommended to Government, on the ground of incompetence
the withdrawal of his powers from one of them had he not been transferred to a new
office where he ceased to exercise Lis magisterial funetions. The work done by one or
twe others is not very intelligent.

3. Notwithstanding thesc instances, however, I am very decidedly of opinion that
the system works well and does good. The officers, as a rule, are d('zcidedly superior
in intelligence to any local men we can get to do the same class of work : and beine
meztnb?rs of a regular Government Fensionary department, they are under eflicient
control. : ~

4, Forfmy own part I prefer that these Special Magistrates should nof show a
grezt deag of xx_*o}ik donehm {(Ilne shape of people tried and convicted. Their magisterial
powers oi punishment should only be used when absolutely necoss: > pr i
s ol b \ | solutely necessary for the protection
. 0. What I do, however, expect from these Special Magistrates is the display of an
intellizent intercst in the saaitary requirements of the village or bazaar in which their
offices are logatgd. 1f the viliage is clcan, the children all vaccinated, the wells all
wallsdﬂrou.:i(‘.‘, the fences kept in order, the open ground and burial-erounds mot

. gg;gieu. m;g'dnox1<)tllls t1.;(;15'0;:1&011,1&c., there is in my eyes in such a village more
usive evidence that the Special Magistrate i fici if ho tri
ety onees pr o P gistrate 1s an efficient officer than if he tried

6. In fact, in my experience, the best ‘ 1

6 _ rience, the best men do hardly ever use their magisterial
f:;fas, a}xddI 3].;]: always suspicious when a long tale of magisterial convictiotx))s is on
reco t'; j \n h: erein I agree with the Inspector-General that the time devoted to
such n}:)i i w b{l they are numerous could be more efficiently spent in other dircctions.
impt) rzmz ,go(;rlxi )lfn o}nce (;cq “ialgldur smdce I rejoined the district, and T had other very

'and just then and was wnable to make i 1 i
the place as I could have wished, but I Tillage stram Spectiono)
! 2 recollect that the villag < i

:u_ne as being both ncat and clean. 8o that the fact that fh'; S ok, mo at that
Llilredng"?sS?e:llgeTsv é?ﬁt ‘Pll;‘i)ve ciltlher ch(;é ho was indifferent or that he did no good

. gg speak: oimm. Jr. Hadfield of the Forest dep: :
been appointed & Speei] Mainr el rest department, who has lately
tries a case,"ond yeth conﬁdcz;gtllsyfT:ﬁ;icliIIl)“nt31 1Sthsriq‘cm Ghnméihbp"ltrhg()d (oot ot o meret
1 €, & dently 4.8 1hat when [ visit the place next month I

all find it in a -much better sanitary condition than formerly. !

7. Magisterial powers can, of course, Le very

giﬁ?fahat'fsﬁ)fc;;l t%{ﬁgiftrate has abused them if what the Calicut Registrar reports
what T s uartiz: fr’l owever, had ot ro far come officially to myonoticc, But
General endorsgs- tg:i‘{ J .~t° };omf, out (icasmuch as I gather that the: Inspector-
will not make the R W'E‘églbt_mrs views) is that a pr oper use of magisterial functions
should be “g ¢ C"lb,-r atlon department unpopular. The Magistrate, we have it
error to evil-doers,” but he should also, We aro tofé, be a praise and .

readily abused, and T dare say the

Special Magistrate there -

P

. Magistrate of Payengati with third-class magistarial powers.
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protection to those that do well.””# I cannot th. ' that Ml the inhabitants of Manndr-
ghat are “cvil-doers,” the only class of the pulation with whom a Magistrate
ought to-be unpopular, If the Magistrate is  popular *vitle ¢ those that do well,”
then I think the question of his fitness for »  employment (registration® ox other)
under Government immediately arises. ' - o

8. To sum up, I trust the Inspector-Gener  ¥ill agree with me in thinking that
these Special Magistrates should do the chief pc  of their work in their walks abroad
for exercise, mornings and evenings, and shoul¢ st pride themsclves on their big files
of convictions, or on the despatch with whict ey do such work. The “union”
system under the Local Boards Act is likely 2 largely extended shortly in this
district, and I shall certainly rccommend th:  ese Special Magistrates shall be
appointed as Chairmen of their respective Villag ~ nckayets. Too much seems to me
to be made of the argument that registration rs should be confined strictly to
registration duties. I maintain, on the contr tat they shorld be prepared, like
the officers of my own departments, to sacrifice of their space time to other public’
interests, and more especially to the sanitary 1 es of the villages in which they
live. . .

9. I enclose a statement of work done 1 "3pecio! Magistrates. ~ The Joint
Magistrate says he has not had sufficient d .incrience to pronounce a final
opinion on the subject. Two of the Special ¥ rates in his division have certainly
shown want of experience, or perhaps rather of mon sense. Mr. Twigg reports, on -
the whole, favorably on those in his division, ana slr. Brodie thinks that the decisions
of the one in P4lghat taluk have been satisfactorv.

10. Adverting to G.O., dated 3rd August $885, Mis. No. 2011,°I beg that the
orders of Government may now be passed on my recommendation to invest the Special

- ——— s .}

Orper—dated 27th October 1885, No. 2871, J dicial.

The Government consider that the appoin aent of Sub-Registrars to be Special
Magistrates for the trial of nuisance cascs has sv far worked well and has resulted in
no injury to the work of the Registration department. His Excellency the Governor
in Counecil will therefore be preparcd to entertain applications from District Magis-
rates for the grant of these special powers to i 1b-Registrars wherever it may appear
to be desirable, but in order to prevent any i ‘ury to the work of registration, the
Inspector-General of Registration will invaris? ly be consulted in cech case. The

. 1 . . appiication * for the grant of powers
Vide G.0., Mis. No. 2011, 3rd August 1885. to the Sub-Registrar of Payengati will

now be forwarded to Mr. Hamnett for remarks. , . ‘
(True Extra) /

: Acting Chief Seeretary,
To all District Magistrates. o E
y» the Inspector-General of Registration, with enclosu:

%

Exd. T. O’Connc;r.
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