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© . pothing till lately. L ;
rict co ard with thewr purse ‘and | str

.~ under the 5 .
: making preparations to g0

alas 1 Oh Rt‘)}-’&l

al and yrevented ns from ful
- . thundcrooit A

¢ 1. denouncin ; the act of t

- nighty Bull y the :
. gﬁg dg‘;ﬂ;s}l’,- am_l cxconﬁmumegted the p

< "_'Réad——-:che following, _

" onr misery - L€
+ cared for, if B0 sympathy

Jcan we expe
"+ condescen t
©and alleviate’

" than before.

~ when they WeI® © )
~ though he ot with much opposition.

. aholition 0
‘s tenfold severer _tl.um

¥ .o Vet
e ERTAE TR I R T FR
. LAl N [ W s
. . et RS : o - s ) . . .
WNM.,WWMW ) :
: .- Lo ., . ! Ll

I © JuLy 21_883,_ No. *, JuplcAL, SN

&7
v
s’

| CONFIDENTIALL* 7

Qe
S

' qovemaimT op DRS¢
T ;.J.UDICI‘A'L’?-DIil’ARTMEﬁ'T.'-”
."-. _ 3 R s "‘ e N \ ‘. SO )
Reap—ag? in t ef9l1owh1g1)gper;_f . ; - el
T 4.0, dated 12th August 1882, 3

RS
e
.

’

th 2 fis. No, 9}8; Judicial. -
papersi— “- | B R

" Petition from l}AT NA AMMAL agnaiothers; dated 6th J une .1.8.8'2 |
ol GROANS OF HINDU WIDOWS. . e

poor condition ;ahd"x‘.élié% us of

THE

z

: .- Oh, our peloved -Queéfx-Empi'ésé! pity . our
of your Most Gracious Majesty wo are not

1 " If during the blessed reign

1e shown to us, dnd if no steps are taken to-raise us, when
?

V. .
ct rilease from’ our
ogive & moment’s time to our

our sufferings. The kind m(%ssan
eased to send to the Indian women, “through Miss Beilby, that “y .
thise with every “effort made to r_elie):"e t}lle su cglil; ;: lz]fe:a;

at Oh! what fruit can be reaped from such

” was
ho are immediately above us have turned a deaf

cru_:sh 2. It w;ifll b((al tu)n‘ong on {our
ersonages that have co ferrc ’ er}eﬁt upon us but, with all that
! * Lord William Bentinck, m ved’ wit,h the tears aoi vlvlegll‘eﬂ;n(:vli):l}gter
burned alive, abolished D 0,
)

ero compelled to be })umed o ,
" Al{bough much good was intended from the

ive with their deceased husbands), thero-

.¢., burning widows 2
} am (Suttce) itself. - Then their souls

Sahagsnuan
: . bodics within s few minu
d in no time,
; but now the horyor
die a death. everyl day,

of 2 momontaxf'z' wmisery
Legislators of India, moved by our miser-

¢ of Brahmacharrya are more than can

~—TNOoW WO
.has thrown upon us Life-long

ife.” "The removal

dition and pitiable life, pass
d orthiodox Hindus Opposed the measuré, but
’.

less than fifty thousun
confexlred upon us lasting blessings by permit-

o riagl. . )
sant stood firm 8s & rock and

remarry- Bengal, the most enligh_t-cncd part of the Indian Empi

| followed.] Qur benighted Ma,dm;ai:rcl::in elxll‘zsffilri% .

¢ the heroic gentlemen of th
f the Goddvars Di
; | ength to rescue poor Hindu v:ildDm.
g and to give them cvery. support to remarry. Two* c WS
ics) availed themselvey and were remarried in a brim;xzung‘h
. ny

Last year some 0

ir su
8 blessed la
ir auspices

Mother ! before that happy

upitery
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part not to mention the illustrious ¢

tes,—then the God of Fired ed i
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—tHen their miserics were only tr;rpigittcg;y

,

— now we suffer & lingering death "

all&m‘ ife.. Ahe I Bl
"ol - The immortel Grant, one of the
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at Rajahmundry: - Some of us were overjo ed a ot
: to Rajahmundry and bJe yived;cfih:h}c)zgﬂxi)ct’
da_y arrived, thereé camoin J \lpitel’- t}‘: b, h
filling our long-cherished object b 1 e
h d-hearted Senka.rachan.y&, iSsuc(){ }i‘j’ U
he .R_uja.hmund-ry roformets as heinous, ill Y
oﬁ»;:{emanwd widows and their S“I,’I’Oret%‘i' %
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.~ could enter the Hindu temples and retain her cast

.- The reason is best known to himself.:

- ‘and Editors! will you not move the

o o exish
"~ .~ Mr. Johuson’s verdict and reverse it
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Ile further threat | .
. t . .
would be dealt wif}x;ed that if anybody acted against his orders and remarried, she

; in the same “way .
- DPles to worship God, she wom]((al f“ ay, she would be prevented from entering tem-
- mix with her in performing u I orfeit her caste, and nobody would be allof\”ed to
this was ! this frust g rciigious and other ceremonies. Oh what sad news

.- angry God. We ar .
¢ orthodox Hindus as our oppemcnts ore. We want worship

our Hindu Gods. We
remarry, we ho want to preserve our Hindu righ - -
cannot remarry f: ‘}1:,}:(? th? “rl.‘ﬁ)w'ma"ﬁage Act woulfl; ptx's;tzz-ltd():rc 'arllj?s.“ 2{lnft t'O
9fz1nhot keep Your caste ?fs,)r,‘lll it, 18 the use of the Act ? Senkaracharr)::b sa\.'s € \‘:;191 R
;f you remargy.” . This iy reallem}n) b {’Ou cfmnot enter temples and wofsl;ip God:
we are to enjoy the earthly bl y horrihle. Are we to forfeit our heavenly reward
- . Christians, &e.,"who are v y blessings ? | Do not all other ladies Muhammadans and
80 unfortunate under v }.(;“ subjects, enjoy the two blessings ?  Why should w Illje
Lord and the ea-rth]y-}[i)ou;dl; PPy rule ? = Why should we not be allowed the hoa:;ll
. 8upenor to husband, the rthl(JOd 15 supersor to man..  God, our heavenly Lord 1); '
we must, of course ’cﬁ carthly Lord. ; 1f we are asked to choose one of these t,'
the reformers of R,a°a§0 se the f91'"101‘- - Then the Act is a dead-letter \{'c a(.]‘:f:i
Knowingfull well (g pondry if they could give us both a husband and a God
for our spiritual® welfar ¢ one is necessary for jour worldly welfare and the ot;)c’
no purpose. He was Séub{;;;’“ _llnltc:rcer;slign- W'itg the Senkaracharrya was lt;
A sanyasi h . orn.. -1le co not be moved. ; —as
(géum i‘a.s W{:'?)x?g, fiilggl'xld‘zl?pi(ﬁlg nos ni(])‘edl un]lg by Cnt)‘eatie}: Zn’; tzarzan} o
ueen 3 o our Ilindu kings in o av .
. aPPeal’ tgu;oll‘;;" }‘e&gs, our Ruler. 'We|asked our su}% rtcrld &a}ﬂz'a}\ . tt;e bl
away. Micht Oct:}]esty against the veirdxct of His'Holiness. Your ]M;r.nun' Y o
: l'(‘presentatfw 3’ Y im.(ai_are l’)lfetween us., We asked our reformers to a ]e?t) Y far
~ protect us under ActnX‘\sf of llég% ap&l;ﬁ%el’?g the Magistrate of Rajglll)xs?ur:grgfozz
of t . ; . ! encouraged 1i
o he St Commice whon tho Ac v bl o i o e of e
conseiomrore rfd c(:fr? : 1tn us who wouldfollow a different custom gc )chlti of the Bx}l
oppose the widow- n:';cl:'r lions‘, a_n% o protect them from' the thraldofor fngfr fl
_.page 253 in Strango’s IIi?\%lLS.I' YO e sanguine of our succe N those who
e < g u Law : “ They (the Legi cess when we read at
to her gll her former propert ahis, ¢ © Legislators) have, moreove
. ment ! S’Jas ! on the £7tllx)i‘e ;'u:gg 133”‘32 gltleg ¢ 5.7 But sad ;vas th(‘;‘é{‘:asfecug:;l
Pt - ’ ), -
than that of Senkaracharrya. He sai"d’ ‘he W:sb l(;’mffﬁ‘l;"*‘:fe(i a:(')fllmr Bull sgerer
1dow remarrying

relief ; he could not protect us from ! e. e gaid | 1
CL - us ithe thraldom of o 1d he could give no
1 t-herg_ IIe “_cnt . R
nt a little

* further. He even found fault wi
_ . : with our su
ance. . aut , pporters for a i : .
fveniencgsétﬁg t&gzug\l:llgczzﬁalfnb ; 'ktl : thought they cg};}z{ﬂ,]%tt%::rmt]fg’ assist-
. _‘ oeted oir © o incon-
}tlheﬁ fr{:ph ed th him for assistance for o z}r sakecl);ti(t)mmufmcatmp. But tho fact w(::.
' t_en ed -and that rightly, that as long &s the [,)rohi pot for their sake.  The appre:'
;1.1(11143 , NO v;llt(llmg would come forward to remarry, B
. widows Wwo ave becomé wives by this time)' - But for the prohibition, many -

" - i3 the wise saying. = They may gi ‘thei ‘ Of two evils choose
o they give up their heavenly I%Eiljﬁ}?fi)tgela‘(}?:;}?}ibfﬁg ﬁluban bt o ol
: g r.

d), but how could
; Hoel;nsonl,dyour. repre-
) . " Senkarac . would not do it.
o by he combinod o of o o ATl e
Tady! Oh G ()}vemor an&"“ﬁ;{{a}e;ty not interpose an :::}t'tc + - Oh Mother, Qucen
 Courts and Ladies ! will you nof‘ ie I(fmbe_rs of Counecil imzl 1 Ea:llf; 3 Oh \'xcero)r and .
nd us your helping hand ¢ e Judges of Uigh
aut it . r1ots, Htates
wuthorities by your ablo. pen and prews 10
Bt o protect s, we e Lo husband and
S Want; Iet them make ita I y If OthemvisO ) ict t}e )e lc.\ve it is,—scnd for
~ nor the privilego®sf worsh law, that a widow remarevipo 5 Legislature supply the
. | 1 tvilege Qf “Ol‘bh.lppmg God in a t e;:;ﬁ:ryl'i}%ed(slsﬁ not forfcfit her )(.‘asfe' .
. : L : ¢ sulferings of your poor

- sentattve in these parts, would ‘allow them both the lord
; ' ords.

~render, us justice, and to gi .
 God? It tho existing lay 15 ot
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. subj ects, Indign w1dows, are ind

" husband or God like the ¢

* but not as outcaste women. . Anl .
wish to take husbands and to worship in our temples. Our .

' . Mother! be please
" single Europtan la

7 _ceded it may

 aim at the common functiqns

 Eeeflndie . RS

T(; thé_ District Mugmtmte of

‘.. our custom,l T ban
C oy : yusba . :
Unfortanately ok . 1 was a poor v;‘rgm-wxdow before December 1881 My -+

- ‘ _ln)r.nupt.ia

e miscraBle con 1lt1-iotni ot
v r that 1 was ma ) _ .
 They told me bd. . They told me that our custom would

" them
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let “us.not suffer any more. Give us all *our privileges. Do not deny us either

ruel Sepka-ra(;ha.rrya._ “We wish to remarry as Iindus,
We wish to preserve our caste and enjoy the privilege

of wedding again. We

. *Iteinjures nobody else. -~ Therefore, Oh Gracious Queen:

.. request is a simpl 4 by . .
d to order the Indian authorities to give us our due. - Will not a

dy pléad our causs with Ler elegant speech and powerful penand- - .
h God! Almighty Lord I"inspire men and women to work for -

" gre d ?. ©h G
1{;; taz?i.(;lr;ntqis our humble request,-—we(_lding and caste, husband and God. Oh

* Ieavenly Father ! Oh Gracious .Gddl represent our mir?eries in their true light to -

-our Empress, and engender pity 1 Her heart to X Jicve us from life-long masery, so -

that the line of distinction between Hs:r Majesty’s Government and those that pre-

be- clearly drawn, and o that it may be known to the whole world

’s Government 13 & @hristian Governpent,’which does not merely

of suppressiyg theft or other cxime, but whose object -

‘it is 'to remove social evils and to raisg the nation from a degraded condition.

© \What we re uest 1s not against our Shas“a;-;,s, but agq.mst‘the narrow views of -our -
gurus. Oh (God! create mercys n ':'the llx_.cau-t .of vour .eax.'t.hly.rePresemat_lvc, the -

that Her Mtz;esty
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o Foxjﬁ"z-llr.ded. to the ric e of G
farnish copy of Mr- Johnson s”]uflgmer_xt. oted. ©
PR S (Signed)  G. 8. FORBES, 7
14('3}(1)'1}5:1::?8{‘)3’2 Lo - Acting Under Secretary to Government. .
| ric Godévari, with Petition. " " - SN o

S '.I?‘f?.ltllg:cy the Governor in Council of Madras, dated Rajabmundry, 23rd July
Coaesh e '- 'f?'d Ce

c o  OLEASE ExcrLLENCY,—L am 8 Brahmin by birth, and, according to -
" Max IT PLEASE Your . 1 t 8 years old. I am.’l;ow ’13 years 31(1.

I was married when I was abou . |
d died 3 years ago. I was not then matured, nor were -

1s performed.: vas g . .
.andfather (still living), gnd my relations were mourning over my

I did not know why they were doing so. - I wept with them. . :

arcnts, my gran
d to a mén (whom I scarccly saw) and that he died.

uld not be rema

. d if 1 co
-1 :f;i‘rl"?;te?tl ' ‘W; all thought that therewasno hope for me, and that I should ever
1

live 13 & mijserable widow. -1 am the cnly daughter of my parents, and I cannot
" Jescribe here the amount ‘,’f ho midst jof this oces £ earlvin D
- describe A ere drowned in the mids }o is ocean of sorrow, early m ec_em})er
. While W€ news reached us that at R&;ahmundry they found Sastras sunctioning
last solm;r Hiages, an 1 ono widow-marriage was actually performed. My hopes ",
wxdoW}-_m T8 " My min 1 was "clﬂto‘lg "1 ran to my mother and father; I asked
re E‘lfi‘\‘,ha't! ybix said I could not're$11an-y. -Ilere 18 .news! -a widow, a young
ke myself, was romarried”. They were all overjoyed. We bad the news . -
{ ran with all speed to Raj; hmundry. - There we presented ourselves
and they readily recel od us and promiscd every assistance, The
sccured in no timie. - The marriage was peyformed on the very

we

widow
confirmed 88
to the reformersy

A a8 . L , y
o .](irule;,'{g‘l’lz_c“-was.no' opposition. 'Lve'{_ryﬂung went on well.. We had a grand
. aY. M . - :A\'. RN e v . o L T ) . . . - . .

'; ‘. " . » ‘ v T .
cek X
B i - : i L .
VA, . . ‘.'_

escribable and full to the brim. Oh Gracious Ruler! .~ =

District I\Iélgistftt’,te"' of God{n.'y'a.ri, with réqugst that he wiif e

. RAGHERLA RATNAMMAI of Rejahmundry, to ILis Excel-

the sorrovlr and grief of my mother at my calamity. = o
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Lo T - procBssion. ~ About ten tho ind neanl o o BRI R . e o T e ]
e T ; - housand peo g . . ik o Mg rier. My . . sterf motives in some widow-marrisges. which have
;. .very po wlar and all ouf fears} )1‘c>rgttended.. We all thought the maviizg.; vas L Te has interested hlm”el.;ﬁ.m g‘e :;d:na;l; o‘zhe;: have been excommunicated by the
;o .- people of the town, envious or‘(:gll apprehensiony were removed. A very few e = i‘i‘-‘eﬁ i’)l‘fmt:nthmwwn’ The requit 18 290 B0 75 I S
. .4y . N . . . L - . 152 . 7 . - . . B 0 . . .- . .
.- _-_ii_lﬁ_lculty, secured the signatures of 0‘;3“’!;% of usl, got up a petition and, with mach . AN . 5 Hén:}smrefofev - roseouted the High Priest for defamation before the Joint Magistrate, ‘Who
. -‘;‘}’lmghhere, and a certain evil-minded y..mo}lx;o p;: f{lom among about 20,000 people: _ s }‘ .« hagI understand, Pro36% 1 the case on the ground that it is no injury to & men to dz‘_zmt'x bim
REE oto then happened to be on collectionpfmsine:;o a}t .‘ilé‘:}tm?n to the Senkaracharn, . /“ﬁ 5+ cternally, and to say of him thitt+he is not & fit person to be asgoqxated with e
+ .. Bot-somo Bulls' from him and published th 58 ahou miles from the town, and e IR AT s v s Itis possible that another Magistrate might come to another conclusion on the same -
.7 . charm and power of the Bull. ' L; red them heré. I was really surprised at the N \\e b - 5. Itis possiblo thet aBC0 o of the ngl,ﬁmest (a very common ignorant man &s Iam .
. .the ¢ 3¢ ull. " Like maric ¥ ! Y - matter ; but, for the present, the party - o Tencd the spirit of L
- the cami and oo hadly ook o e o e e et N mater bt o U B, 5 S ey i guind o £t T, D e, b ool
obeyed the Sénk'al‘a('ham. for tln urfaces at once turned ggainst us. They LR " cution is abroad, and the town is full of odium theologichn. . and no ot , ! 1 :
3 o Y . . ° . H oy . B . 3 5 h ha.s ested hmmelf m8a
ihat ).f they would not obe’y ;)}feq;% b:;;d nosother “]tcm"llfe.o It clearly said ‘kf . - the petiticn to the High C"m'té @gﬁiﬁﬁoﬂgﬁtgﬁeﬁf an"fl :hioh }:}:;wlubaly necessary - ..
R ency knows the weak mind of a I oy would all be punished. Your Excel- RS R reform, the completo S“Ofe?;:m :ho:e roagh of oruelty and barbarism, should meet With no better
7. we turned to the refo of a Hindu; almost all have deserted us. Then . o ., - torelieve the Ilindu peope ep R Lo ST S ‘
. <. " miserable condition ?z;me'll“g}. . We asked thera “ Why do you allow us to be in this ; . (\'\2 %+ reward than ealumay: - Y e . B
T ih?q theK would apply to the Gover s"r-’{-f.a’l‘hcy wept with us. Then they said B (it E S o T s e
.- belore the Joint ) . rernment tor assistance. They o . RS ‘ T RS T : = IR
' success. -IIeu:t;; Bl :s?sgate,- who acted in' such a way that eve;eg 0&;?:;9}:; : xcha;%g DAt " Upon my application I could only lat(;lyfobtam Ex%;rlﬁf:;id copy of the abf)ve, |
wrong - and." his judgm’gﬁfp{’;"ﬂ‘“l us 9!?‘}1 dismissed yhe case. Iis view isp?;xite <t and am thus enabrl)ed to appeal to the mergy Ot YL BECE oo, X
' o e.xpel.ienced :La . pr()po_ullce ' b}'.. Qlanv, ag ieamed ent d R \‘ ; , L . - R R s . ' '. o - .“. .4,.‘ .
Voo “his letters to tigifliﬁ, %‘;SF:Ous. - Iillr. Sr}n:}ith, the local Session ng;:ﬂl‘(:ni:r:m:nof N s : — . -. '

.. . 7. was Wrofig, as a copy thes y scemed to think that the juder , T SR o R I LRy e . e
Wt your Excge;,lle:x: L?"ﬁ ,the,reof attuched hereto will show tg )‘gu; ?I‘szll:\xlnlc‘ ;J( h’il::g : -1 " Petition trom* K. VEERASALIN GAM, _-Secretary'to the Widow-marriago '
S+ .- another as re x?yds L see that a Magistrate and a Session Jud e diff )f‘- - v B VAR .. © . Association Rajahmundry, to tlze Right Honorable the Governor and

: " right and t hegifa(fi;t :; t!:fti:on of the {lrm’ and it is more probable{)thatl: tfxta 5 3?1]{52[11: B RLCEE B R ) " Presiglent iI; Council, dated Rajalimundry, 11th July 1882. . - .
R " has bee T wrong. We are overjoy , > . R o Co : o : .- o i 7ith, a copy
e 35" been. Yleased to send for record. Th?s overjoy ed to hear tha®your Excellency | B R . Mav 17 pLEASE_ YOUR FxceLLENCY,—I ;’beg to'submit, herew1t111‘, 8 tflop?r Oft{xh(: _
T A Excellency mav be - gives us some hope, and we pray that - P TACERT O - _ hn s re Senkarachiarrl, with a few remarks thereon, tha
e ction 272 of “Cri u?l)x’l 1‘Ppleascd to refer the matter -to the Hich C(,)lIl)l't under I S judgment of Mr. Jo S;?en ;:ble to understand the two sides of the question and be
ST e \Xe do not dzk 'ia.nythinz; ar:i(‘;leg“rl: COd‘e., and have the case settl&l once for all. | Ay 0 yl‘mreg’;zegiigg{ a;:;z,” . » the High Court for ends of justice and for’the alleviation -
oo, 7 " the opposi . 2 law or 'Justice or poliey. W s for : st 0 peas : - in-wido @, o S
L T beta gﬁslx)te, arty have preferred pctitiomls to your {g(‘:ﬁ’ W(;) are informed that NG : of the sufferings of poor virgin vpdowq of lindm el o a0
i S Y Government in the matter, or t} ‘eliency that no action should . « . : : be 4 for this intrugion on your Excellency’s valuable time. . -
. be that such petiti the matter, or they would rise in rebellivn, and it might / - o ., 2. Iprayto be excused - L : e
S © - chare. Wh Ex, itions shook Mr. - Johnson's § ess ond. lod hiwn, dr:l. 1t .nugl L S F ’ . AR i A . o : s _
R .- _Yhatever may be the stre ) e m to dismiss the ¢ RS U SR P
~ lencyto ha y ¢ stréngth of the petition, w our E A S : S . 2
i thi a};g"g{:ﬁ;g:ttg zi;t:;‘d_o:\ce_ f;)r nzll by the high:ist ‘tarlxlbu;;llg{):: 111{1(2 (])-:lxll.dljxslei](i \ . D B LI S B o '1 S fh G;)dé v D . e
3 X ) rreat misfortt ARty Coe i B L ‘ ' - ' i {agi i District, .,
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adication I cannot find that ithe question 1as been decided. o
o L ot TIT of 1873, Scction 16, &
: -C9m-t to dectde any 'que§t,io1:1 rqgu_rd ; 60
. e or caste; or a1l religious usage or instidution, the 11111(}11 law, ¢
' Uyindus or any custom (if such there‘be) having the -

nce, Marrag o’ .
R Y 1€8 ar .
where the part. concerncd, ghall form the rule of-

i

~ 1:1upl§ss ts-uch;:zvf:‘;kv of 1856 In'oVides that, exccpt as in the three pre-

- \ se,c i rfsci;(');)ll‘o v1 d}eﬁ:-ﬁ eridow ghall’ pot, by reason of ‘1er r.ema.r.riage, forfeit

ot Fight to which ghe, would otherwise be gntltled, and every _

<loperty or @1 T shall have the same rights of inleritance as she would - -

-y her first marriage. - o .

3 therefore,’ that where 8 widow had 8 right £o go intoa -
' 3 she does not lose it by reason of her

rior to ber marrage, .
! words of the Act; and that1t would not bo a

iage by the express : A for b epulsion
’ forfeited the right, not 1ot remarriage but, 1or expulsion "
d that the womas ing from. and being golely attributable to.the =

by race and religion, arc entitled ) visit and i
. but that. Pariahs, 88 regards most temples, and - .

to the lower castes are by usage excluded from ;

" The right of the_romr.a-x_ied widows in this respect seems to stand
different footing from the right of the complainant 1 the above cnse (the Dis-. -
funsif of Raj ahmundry), ‘who has beend excormmuucutod, and 13 .not protcctcd

ied -widows are. In any civil smt by tho

y Jegislative enactment 88 remarTy ] '
ainant to ostablish bis right to worship at 8 temple, the 1lindu law or any

having the force of law would gover™ nd the result would depend upon the
ceadduced. 1f the evidence established a custom to exclude cxcommunicated

 bns, the pl_aintiﬁ’ s suit would pl"Obably fmlf ,«

4

m Chief Seéretéry to Govemméﬁt, to' Joint Magistrat-é, Rajah-' : "
-+ mundry, dated 18th August 1882 . . '
Guru, dated 27th February. Send

é’félegmm ‘ fro

LY

J ohhédn’s judgxhéht in coplplaint against
k'x:ate-General copy oral evidence,
3 . . . t ' ' ) . . -— : ‘“ : N ‘_ . : ! . M .

P. O’SULLlﬁfAﬂ,'Advuclate-Gcncréd, to the Chief Secre- -
dated Madrd 93rd April 1883. - '
dgment was given by the Iigh Court, on he o
944 of 1882', preferred by me, on behalf of

"jary to Gavernment,
I have the honor to state that ju
instant, i0 Crimina_l Appeal No. 24

200N C

L

here in any suit or pro- - o
ing succession, - . - S

« the parties oF property & . .
gtep geglslatwe cnactment, been alteredor "1

ood defenco - ..*.

trapslated if mecessary. R D
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o “ Governoent, to the High Court against the acquittal of ‘the defendant, l'j'jp_‘:ﬂ.le
. “Joint Ma\istrate of the Goddvari,Dist-:ict, in Calendar Cgig No. 2 of 1882, Wf/'i‘fe“}

4 AL arsimham, of Rijahmundry, wag' the contplains2{ and Sree Senkarac AL
7. wasthe defendant, . . | - R ot ‘ '

2. The High Cowm
all the charges preferred,
- tion, they convicted the oJ.

held that the decision
default of payment, to s\t

he fact to the members o

. under cover, a}) thereby exceeded t
- him," Tbis‘wa_s & point taken in g
3. The jﬁdg'iﬁéiité ‘of ‘the Judges y
- were, I believe, of considerable length ;' but they were
_ stance of the conclusion arrived at having

he privflege whic

| g been stated by the Chief Justics, and
"~ the judgments ordered to be printed, .+ Rttt

I return the papers sent

LA to me 'with the ordéx: of .’Govemmeﬁt, dated the
12th August 1882,.No..9;8, Judie -

ial Department.* , e
| ’ ) ° 4 _),’ > .
T v . ~.1:~ ’. i . ) L] . -
T ' / ™
. - » -2 wne -
A Y
. s
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of the Magistrate was corrc-(it“.‘,lpoh
except that of defamation®® As to the charge of dof ima-

“fendant and sentenced him to pay a fine of Ras. 20Q, i, In
Her one month’s imprisonment. ; L

' that the defendant hag autkority to excommunicate the mmplamt and_ 1:0.110t1}fl :
f the caste and to the complainant; but, in notify.ng the ) : ,
fact to the comflaina'nt, the defendant madcfuge of a gost-card Instead of 4 letter :

Ppeal, and was not made before the Magistrate.

/

he Court was of epiaion

his position of priest gave

; and Mutusawmy Iyer, J.) .- : _
not read in Court, tLe sub- : {
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o Okper—dited. th July 1883, No. -+, Judiciel. - |
. . The memorialists will' be iflfomed_thé.t, besid: s -'aﬁthoris:';ig_ the Advocaté; C
ww.»= - General to present an ap%)eal against the Joint Mrgiiirute's judgment of acquittal

' 1882, the Government .callad for ths Advocate-Genoral's’

Ve 7y
s,

: T TH J‘L'LY‘ 1883, NO. . ?F‘J‘.JDICIAL.l Lo el
5t : ‘ : e

.ip Calendar Case No. 2 o
opinion as to the legal® ®ffect ~f the Guru’s prohi'étion against the remarried

. widows, and the ether persons he has excommunizated, entering the teraples;

observing that Act XV of 1856 reserves all rights;dfi'-'ljlindu widows remarrying.

. Joint Magistrate’s,judgment was correct upon all the other charges preferred, con-
- victed the defendant of defamation, and sentenced him to pay & fine of 200 rupees
or, in default of payment, to suffew one month’s imprisonment. . o
-~ In regard to the question put to.the Advocate-General, his opinion is, first, that

 where a widow had a right to go ipto a temple and” worship prior to her marriage, ©
_ she does not lose it by reason of her: remarriage by tho express words of the Aect,

and that it would not be a good defence to plead that the woman forfeited the right

not for remarriage but, for expulsion from casto ; the expulsion following from and

L being solely attributible to the remarriage. . - _ . ] .
~ Secondly, he considered fhat the right of the remarried 'wi lows in this respect
seems to stand.on a different footing from the right of any ouner person who has

™ 2. Theredult of the appeal was that the High Court, while holding that the

- been excommunicated together with them, and who is not protected by any legisla-

tive enactment. as.yemarried widows are. In an{ civil suit brought by any such - -
1 o, the result wonld depend upon - . -
the evidence sds:- _Bd ;~F'the evidence established a custom to exclude excommuni- -~ -

erson to establish }2:gishs %o worship at a tem

- cated persons, the suit would probably fail.
"1 it %ere unfortunately decided that a Hindu, excommunicated for encouraging

a marridy? which the law declares to bo lawful, and which he believes to be sanc-

tioned by & true interpretation of the procepts of the Hindu religion, has forfeited ';

his right to worship at the national temples, this Government would be prepared to
recon?mend that his abetment of a custorn the adoption of which does not invalidate

'_ any right to which the principal would. otherwise be entitled, '__shnll be déclared to o

: " be as harmless to him as remarriage istohgr. R : -
R L ”(TruéEx‘tract.)'. BRI '

o« A

- Chicf Secretary,
. To the Petitioxiem—-—'_Or_der only.
.- - - * .; L I
| . £
.-2:(!.'1‘1 B.jl'iant.lemaa. (L .
‘ . ' .. » . ‘ - A . “ \“'.‘A . o
. |

e +.3." The question, His Excellency 1n Council observes; has yet to be decided; B
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y '~ THE GROANS OF HINDU WIDOWS,
. -_‘o ° . ) . .-‘:. ’ . ) w-‘.}v“_. "") . ..'_. R
o “w. = - Oh, our belovwd»(%ueel}" Empress!_ piy our poor condition,’and relieve us of our .
R ypisery! If during the réssed geign of Your Most Gracious Majesty we are not cared
for, if no sympathy be shown’-}.o us and if no steps are taken to raise-us, when can
* we expect release from our bondage? Ob our Maternal -Queen! Graciousiy con- .
descend to give a moment’$ titna tonpir miseries and wretchedness and slavery, and
- alleviate our sufferings. The kind message which Your Gracious Majesty was pleased
" _to send to the Indian women throggh Miss Beilby that “Your Majosty would hear-
* tily sympatlizé \ith every effort Yade to relieve the sufferings of the women in
_ " India,” was hailed by us. But Ob! what fruit can be reaped: from such glad tidings
v, - when the authorNies who are immediately’ above us have turned a deaf car to our:
NG cries? Tt will be wrong on our part nob to mention the illustrious 'personages that
ko ‘have cqnferred benefit upon us, but with all that, we are no better than before. Lord
E -~ William }}{ntinck,' moved with the.lfears-of__he]pless vpdows when they were com-
B pelled to L% buried org burned alive, abohshefi Sutfqe in 1830, thou_g_h' he met with®
N ln}lclx‘oplvositio:1L' Althon2h m“(’h'g‘,md was intengbd from the -abohhon"of Suttee,
R - 5.6, burwing widows alive with their 'dg.(_\eased busbands, there arose evils ten-fold
‘ . geverer tifin Sahagamahdin (Suttee) ifself. Th‘}" their souls sepagated from their
" bodies within a few minutes. Then thé God of fire -despaiched them to the mext.
. world in no time. Then their miseries were only tra=sitory though hgrrible to sight.
" "Bt now the horrors of Brahmacharya are mord than cau ba describeil” Now we die
- a Ec’abb every day. Now we suffer a lingering death all our life. The removal of a

.

{7 <y . mbmsntary misery has throsyfi upon us life-long misery. The immortal - Grant, one
SN of the Legislators of India, .novéd by our miserable condition and pitiable life passed
t. " thb Act 15 of 1836 and legalised our marriage; Not less ‘than 50 thousand or-
: " thodox Hindus opposed the measure, but Mr. Grant stood firm as a rock and con- -
i - f;}x-e-j upon-us lasting blessings by perputting us %o somarry. Bengal, the most en

l;_,.q-._;_,.,il)ul---:.';:aizz Lrbed - Madras-Prosidency did nothing till tately. Last yeMo of the heroic |
'”g'e'nﬂeme'.n,of the Godavery District camo forward with their purse and strength to’
- Tescue pooi' Higdu Widows from their su.ﬂerings. and to give them every support to K
- remarry. Two virgin widows (blessed ladies) availed themselves and were remarried
‘in a briiliant way under their auspices at Rajahmundry. Somo of us were overjoyed at
theprospact and wege making preparationsto go to Rajahmund ry and bs wadded there,

. bat alas! Oh Royal Mother, bafore that happy day arrivel, there came in Jupiter, the

- jealous Jupiter anil _prevented ns from fulfilling our long _cherlsh.ed' object by his
‘thunderboits Sres Yenkaracharya the hard-hearted Senkaracharya, issued his mighty
il det@uncing the Act of the R.ajai\mun.dry\Reformers as lgelnous, illegal and devi-

. lish, and cxcommuunicated the poor remarried widows and their supporters. He further
threatened that if any body acted against his ordels angl remarried, she would be d=alt
with in the same way, she would be prevent-ed from Nrmg temples to worship God,
ghe would forfeit her caste and nobody would be alloweuy¥Q: yx with her in parforming

- religious and other ceremonics. Oh what sad news this w'ras':j; his frustrated our nb] ent,
' “¢his fell upon our head as lightning from an angry God. We are orthodox Ilindus
as our opponents are. We want worship our Hindu Gods. We want to preserve our
Hindu rights, and we also. want to remarry.: Weo hoped that the Widow-Marriage
Act would protect our rights. If we cannob.remarry as Hn.zdu'.s, what is.tho use of
the Act? Senkaracharya says, “you cananot keep your caste, if you remarry, you can-
not enter temples and worship God if you remflrry.” This is really borrible. Are we

to forfeit gur beavenly reward if we are to enjoy. the earthly . blessings? Do not all .~ -

homedans and Christians &e., who are your subjects enjoy the two-
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other ladies, Ma

lussings? Why 8 !
gl esﬁ:ﬁ; a\]ox{—ed the heavenly Lord and the eartbly Lord? God is saperior to man.
° Lord is superior to husband tho earthly lord. .If we are asked to

154 our heavenly : Lo ht d. . . !
iod “of these two, We ‘must of course chéose the former. Tlen the Actisa-

- chooso B7% ¢ We asked the reformers of Rajahmundry if they could give us both a

¢ gff:% ;ﬁf}tf;ld a God, knowing ull well that the one is necessary. for our worldly wel-

\ itual welfave. Their intercessior with the Nenkaracha- .
o fare and the other for our spiritunl. r e eld not be moved. Ho i n,lémc a-
£ pva iwas to no purpose. He was stubborn. Ie could not b moved. He is a Sanyasi.

E" —— . ———

Jiteried part of the Indian Tmpive first reapsd the fruit of it. Bambav followed. -

Lould we be so unfortunate under your happy rule? Why should =
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. [] ' . o ) ’ . . o . - V“’ s ‘ . ‘:\ " .."- Hl' ‘; '.,‘o. D 71__-_,- el Vo . A_{‘_.r L . ‘ " ._._-‘. ‘5. . :. . . ,
A Sanyasi has no feeling. We could not move him by entreaties and tears. 1f abura oo R T E N I '.‘THE GROANS OF HINDU \&_IQO’:’Y}};' ClalE et et _
“wasswrong we could appeal to our Hindu Kines in.old days. You are our Queen, our - S e Dol T A T eus of one. it
Eranrecs = : e ; oal Your SRR L P P r condition, and relieveus of onr. . -
-+ :Empress, our ruler. Waasked our supporters of Rajahmundx:y to apioal to Yo . Ao dloved Quoen Emp{-ess‘i pity our poor co Maiosty we are not caréd i
-Majesty against the verdict.of His® Holiness. Your Majrsty is far away. Mightg-® R ¢ ). & our b’e_g the blessed reign o ‘Yqur__MOSf'Gl‘,am?‘_‘i ?%‘(;-*.r{he o when T
-océans are betweenus. We @sked our reermt._\.rs to appealtgyour representatives in | R | ‘:mise_ryl If qlm:?h"be Shown 14 1S ‘a'nd lf_n'(_?,.__t.ﬂg\); are‘”t.ai. %l'ue'enl‘,"G'réxci’ousiv..‘cbﬁ-f-
{India. They applied to the Magistrate of Rajahmu dry to protect us under Act 15 ' LT Y for, if no sy “‘,P;_;eymm:oanibondﬁ!@? (¢ our (:lbe‘vnatdiodnef«i aud slavery, and -
~of 1856. We were- encouraged in our hope by the Yeport of the Select Committee dn T T we expect b ‘s moment’s tima to our miseries an “.‘g-qcio'ﬁus Majesty was pleaggd "~ -
s when the Act was passed, who said the objct of the WU was to protect those Hin- , {o oy .-@1escgnd ta g‘;::ﬁcl;i nes. The kind messagy “"‘"c.hni Otl;lgtl, --l"Ynur, if.ajeSt-{" would hear- 7
“dus who would follow a different custom atcofling to their conscience and convic- f. 7.0 . - alleviate 0.“‘; .1ndié§°“‘{’m‘ml through Miss Beilby }’ , suftorings of the’ women in R
“tions and to protect them from the thraldom of those who oppose the Widow-Mm"-' : l St - - to send tp"ﬁ'lfe‘ov‘wit-h every éffort ‘made t6° I.‘(‘]‘C‘,.\’@ bt ']'e,,':'l,;-.d"" from sueh glad tidings © e
"riagess We were sanguine of our success whet we read at paga 253 in Strange’s W T ly _SJI,{“P"‘t “’Z iled by us. But Obl what fraib cin be }‘;-‘-"L_- turned a deaf ‘ear to our’. -t
‘Hindu Law: “They (the Legislators) have moreover secured torher all her fornje; - B I S Inl(_llﬂ,ﬂ “'9;:,1t"?‘("-ri“ti'-esy-“.ho’ai-d immediately a}?o";f';')::.sthi“ ?ﬂx mtrious “personages.that -
roperty rights apd privileges.” But sadgwas the disappointment!, Alas' On the 27t S f i iowhen thea Da wfong. on our part not to Juen ion t RO an before. Lord: :
%ebrx)'uax?y laJst-, the Mfgistra{e issued anotfer Bull severer than that of Senkaracharra. R RN - ‘eries? 84 .-Wl..“ " ;‘T;ggiﬁ'pdh.ﬁs,%ut with 21 tha]b, we _n‘912?,;1:%:]6)2:,1?';})ély'.ivcré corp-: - T i e
:He said he was doubtful if a widow remarrying could ¢ater the Hindu temples and f s i have c&?ﬂ_{eu’i‘ "12 “moved with, the tean'Of__hG'?]f-‘S,s_ ?{:)( £330. thoush ho met with
retain her caste, He said he eould "give no'relief, he could not protect us from the Voo _....Wlx{l_lél'{‘f%)? }Zﬁf‘ie’d or burned alive, 3}1)01_131"3_3 ‘bj;t(i:g 1fr'om ihe abolition of Suttee, ~ = 5
thraldo s ittle further. He even found fauls with oiff supporters - . Voo pelled to be Bt " ATthoueh much good was: tntende A At auils ten-fold~
'lf}::a:}gp?;|2;0:élix:?ﬂ'}f1:r“;§:&?alr]:ce. I‘Ie was f.horonghly npistaken. He hong}xt they ; i DT g Fnug.h opp‘t.)sntulor}-1 ;}J;hﬁ‘:{‘rg,‘viﬂl tl:u fiiceas_@-&.h‘}sl’é‘:i:s;b EH;”L;:?::&S\ ‘}r'om theic -,
‘could not bear the inconvenienes they wero subjected to by their excommaunication. . Sl ey bl?l'm-_"gg_v';a AnARAN (Suttee).waclf;v"l‘henﬁ " Gokiniehed - them tosthe next -
! But the fact was, they applied to him for sassistance for owr gake but not for their R seve}‘:e“'f“}a". I“f 'r{v minutes.+ Then the God o«f-.:' rf%?to‘r;vp‘thﬁu"‘l horvible to.sight..” -
- sake. They apprehended, and thatirightly athat aslong as the prohibition of entering SN RS ;bOdl.GS‘_."_"’tb“.l-a- e«[\h‘;n their misefies were only transitory b described. Now we i . .+
temples continued, nd willow come forward to remarry. But for the prohibition, - SR '_.wbrld‘m:,ﬂo f-‘"‘(l":; e -Lof B,fahmﬁc}laf_‘)'{‘,a"_e.mm'g :}:3:1 :ﬁf,;m life, #The’ removalofa <. -
“+ many widows would have becoime wives by this time. “Of two cvils choose the less” C - b e Bt '\?‘_"j.ﬂ:?: ‘dé\ . Now we suffer a lingéring death
18 the wise Saying. They may give up their earthly lord (husband), but how culd " LT lb . a'depthevery day.
* they give up their heavenly 1ord (God)? They thought Mer.

et rtal . Grant,'one v v
A ife-long . misery: The'nmortal (zrant, ed
' . mis 5 thrown upon us Life-long dition'and pitiable life pas~ed
S PR tary miséry has throwr ; - our miserable condition'an _
h b the loyd HJpxinusl(slnr’lo{(sgitres;'r;n 4 IR --'~::1fotmf;znl egislators of India, mol‘.‘?éldb{jggrmqi"t‘iaoe. ~Not_Jess- than 50 _ thousand or:.
. . L .o ot A Y: ¢ ¢ AU

Se‘:ktar?(?h::;é is)st;r(:rfxg?lieni(i. We are crushed by " S U7 the . Agt 15 of 1856.and legalised |

- Bentative in these part}, would allo
‘reason is best known to himself.
“the combined action of tY

- ~ k .and con- .-
sure, but MrzGrant_stood firm a .s:. rot(-.he" most en- . "
e Pope and the Magistrate. Oh Mother Queen Victoria, =~ - N o ,'t.bOdOX"?—Ii“au? }0 g?i?,s:(})‘.te}ézi:g: by :I_;C"mit't_.ing "-"118 il:eref";?]?:?f(i]t;fnﬁ::;ﬁ)ay followed, ::

~will Your Gracious Majesty not Jnterposs and assist us? Oh! Viceroy and Lad y-0h } T erved upon-'utbo'fa:ﬁg?ndiaﬁ“'EmP,i"S""‘ﬁrSt {‘9,,“?:.(‘ labely-Erust yeap someof the Teroic ™7
v Governor and La dy, Members of Couneil and Ladies, Judges of I gh Courts and ‘ 1 T hghteneg pm'd Madras p,.ésidenoy.dnd.nc_)t_hmg_ il .lwity{l' th eir'pu';'se and strength to.

. Ladies, will you not ]end u& your helpin‘z han.]_‘JOh P;\triots, Statesmen and Editors, _ % T . ;_w(),uthemgbte “ ‘Goda\véi‘y DiStrict‘ '.C—a-me f_onar( : d to cive th‘em'every ,Buppor_t. to R
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foon * miserios in thatrr e tot .. Oh Heavenly Father! Oh Gracious God, represent our - i e R "Hin'dli ohts, and we also “want to remarry. “We hopga that, the ;Wldgw-Ma_n:']agg
LS *-us from life-lone misel‘t,;‘l sootﬁ}:g tll‘}l:%)'rgss- ? ?ld f.“gif’derbpity in Her heart to relieve ) o BT .Act) IWOUﬁi r'n-’o‘téct'our rights. If wo ca.nnoti{ re_mm'l‘y“as-tffug-rfizt-z,.'.\_v};l:;:::?t_h;ogs:qg '
Y7 F¢ . 0. i vernment and those that oded it miv by & aonon between Iler Majesty’s Go-' - g ' " 5. the Act? Senkaracharya says, “you cannob’keep yo e I horrible. Are. RS
(EEE . known to the whole wo,.ldp:ﬁg:dige:.tﬁ]:?c:tn, CI carly dra‘“"n. and £o that it may bs . - -g:)i'enter temples and worship God if yoy remarry. This {S} _!’ei;)lllf I‘O‘;‘g’]ﬁo i’g’t{ﬁ G :
1 . ;. ment which does not merely aj; Jo3.Y 8 Government is a Christian Govern- . . ! : Jrfeit our heavenly reward if we.are to enjoy the earthly blessingss Do not o
. .0 Nother erime, but who eriy aim at the common functions of suppressing theft or - : ' to for eld- + Mahomedans and Christians &c., who are your subjects enjoy the two. - .~
IR RTI - “from a'deg;aded. éond??i: J(;%th't 18 to. remove- social evils and to raize the nation - other la :,ci’vg ~ should we be so unfortunate under your happy ‘rule? Why should
T < -the narrow views of ou.r &;ru« q:),w‘ériﬁ“egt is not against our Shastras, bat against . Col o ‘blessings: 'llov{;ed the heavenly Lord and the eartbly Lord? GO_d 1s superior to man.
i Teprosentative the Empress of Tudia, .« 1o oY 1 the heart of your eatthly - oc . f iy wenobhe R BRIy o ig superior to busband the earthly lord.. T we arg asked to
o e T HTDTOSI OL AR L L . 4 S - fie o0 0 - Godour heaveﬂy e must of course choose the former. Then the Actisa .
RO R Satna Ammal. o0 U - } v choossoneof thesel:‘vloil:ei'efoi'rﬁéﬁ of Rajahmuﬁdry if they sould.give us botha . .
L ge Sita Ammal, : e * dead latter. Wo as ec | 10 £ull well that the one is necessary for our worldly wel- - )
R T R“kmm; Ammal. husband and a God, Lflow}r‘-‘%{.imal'welfare. Their intercession with the Senkaracha- .
L. L Tt o). [ BundamAmmal, o PR Y fare and the other for our ?P‘és stabborn.. He could not be moved. He is a Sanyasi.
: &c &e &e. T . - N -ryawastonopurpose. e yrag Stuyoott. BH ; AR S S }
' :‘ . = oo SRR : - : L :
: e - - : . - : ~»
cAg - ° . R . - . ;
' e - ; - e
. g 2 i '
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01 .7 i+ - AcSanyasihas nofeeling. We could not. move him by eptresties andbears. I dgurn” - 3 - : e e /ﬁ"’ M Y %
<t oo+ s was wrong we could appeal to our Hindu Kings in old days. You are our Quesnzour 3 . CL e o T e e e e da e anaals; SRS
SRS L TR A E“‘_PI"GSS,,OU? ruler.’ Wy asked our supporters of Rajah'mundrv' to zii'peal to Your i - : C . T AU R R S |
ST R Majesty against the verdict of His Holiness.” Your Majesty is far away. Mighty y PP R R T ;f?/ s Alpe Ate /7,‘/%
b . oceans are between us. We asked our reformers to appeal to your representatives in ] ) " NS _ Loooist /ﬁ- e ahon i A
5l Lo Indm: The,y applied to the Magistrate \Lf Rajahipnadry to protect us under Art 15 . & ] e e o, ',("/J‘.o/"- /;9'{ et 1}
: of 1856. We were encouraged in our hope by the revort of the Scléct Committee® . | . e s e e P R T el 47 ./’{* n f £ R
L “when the Act was passed, who said the object, of the Bill was to protect those Hin- = ¢ = ST T A T ST I 44- SRR
R dus who would foliow a different enstom according to their conscience and convic- . A R Ceenl T e %, Yo A S A 2 Lv/y A3
: . . tions an({vto, protect them from the thraldom, of those who oppose the Widow.Mar- P . . Co o “ . ‘f - RO é 4‘ !
riages.” We were sanguine-of our success when we read at page 253 in Strange’s™ . 2 B S - o Se N : m : A
e Hindu Law:““They (the Legislators) have moreover securefl"{‘n her all her former S oo L o . A /7, //#j g e 7_ S
;- property rights and privileges.” But sad was the dizappointment! Alas! On the 27th . & - E CE Lo e A e S : S
e - February last, the Magistrate issued arother Ball soverer than that of Senkaracharya. ) ' ' T . S S
: He said he.was doubtful if a’ widow remarrying could enter the Hindn temples and i C ) ! "
L. retain her caste. He said he could give no zelief, he could not protect us from the oo o o IR '
. thraldom of others. He weut a little further. e even fourd fault with our supporters o ' : .
¢ - . for applymg to him for assistance. Ho was thoroughl?v mistaken. ‘He thought they =~ . - ,
E ‘oonld not bear the inconveniences they were subjecte(i to by their excommauication. . o - o -
o ‘But the fact. was, they applied to him for assistagnco for our sake but not for their : P
-7 . sake. They apprebénded, and that rightly, that aslong as the pmhil.»ition'of entering R T
terples, continued, no widow come forward to remarry. But fur the prokibition, ' : o N LR
! msny widows would have become wives by this time. “Qf two evils choose the less’” L o
' i3 the wise saying. They ‘may give up their earthly lord (husband),- but how could. « =7
; they give up their heavenly Lord (God)? They thought Mr. Johnson, your repre- [ ot . e
sentative in these part¥;"oull allow them both the lords. I18 would not do-it. "The - ‘ 3 ) T
- reason i3 best known to himself. Senkaracharya is strengthened. We are ¢rushiad by i '
._\»«\" . thp combined action of the Pope and the Magistrate. Oh Mother Queen Vtoria, % . ;
; » will Your Gracious Majesly not interpose and assist us? Oh! Viceroy and Lady, Oh 1 :
. . ‘overnor aud Lady, Members of Council and Ladies, Judges of Ihgh Courts and 3 - )
o - L?}dxes, will you not lend us your helping hand? Oh Patriots, Statesmen and Fditors, .w :
: - will you not move the authorities by your able pens.and - Press to render us justice 3 .o -
) - and to give us ‘jfhat‘is due and not to deny us both husband and God? If the exist- . - : _ o ; S
i inglaw is sufficient to protect us—we believe it is—send for Mr. Johnson's verdict SR R IR
and reverse . If otherwise, let the Legis!atnre'supply the wwant, let them makeita - ‘ ; R
] law, that a widow remarrying does not forfeit” her caste ndr the privilege of wor- ¢ 1. =
:}hlppmg God in a Temple. The sufferings of your peor subjects, Indian’ widows, g1 ] : ' . . .
i : m}ie_scn_bable and full to the brim. Oh Gracious ruler! let us not suffer any wmore. } S :
- Give usall our privileges. Do rot deny us either busband or God l&e the ctuel San- .- o
_ . “karucharya. We wish to remarry as Hindus, but not as outcazfe women. We wish fo .~ - S
) : Preserve cur caste and enjoy tho privilege of wedding again. We wish to take hus— - = %~ ¢, L, »
bands and to worship in syefenaples. Our request is a simple one. It injures nobody . 4 - '
- else. Therefore, Oh Gracj%us Queen Mother, be pleased to order the Indian authori- i ﬁ e
g : ‘ties to give us our dues’Vill not a singlo European lady plead our cause with her ] i
- elegant speech and powerful pen and get us our due? Oh God!. Almighty Lord! in- 2 ’ _
. 5 - spire men and women to work for us and grant us our humble request, wedding i \ ‘. :
2 ¥ .and caste, husband and God. Oh Heavenly Father! Oh Gracious God, represent our N i
F IR i mseriesin their true light to our Empress and engender pity in Hor Lieart torelieve . 1~ "
Toiioy . us from life-long misery, so that the line of distinction between -Her Majesty’s Go- 8 v .
ik o ‘vernment and those that preceded it may bs clearly drawn and so that it may bz é :
sFeopm v Gi 0 known to the whole world that Her Majesty’s Government is a Christian Govern- ] :
A i " - ment which’does not merely aim at the common functions of suppressing theft or .- = I _ - )
e [ . " _other crime, but whose object it is to remove ‘social evils and to raize the nation I L o y
L 3o from & degraded condition. What we request is not against our Shaseras, bat against - 1 L, T o
i the-narrow views of our Gurus. Oh God! create mercy in the heart of your earthly B B _ o _ T
representative the Empress of Tudia, -+ ..~ -7 - - 7 S ' :
: e 7 Ratna Ammal
B C . Sita Ammal. - L _ . :
T 1882 S e ;oo " Rukmini Ammal. - S -y I R : o .
oL N 7 - Sundara Ammal. S o o S _ .
ST e o ke kel &e. IR B '
; v
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" about @ yearsold. Iam now 13 years old. Unforfunately ny h;\mband died Syears-
- ago. A wasnotthen matured nor were my nuptials performed.
-, widow before December, 1881. My parents, my grand father (stili iwqg) and my
7 relations were mourning over my «miserable condition. I did not know why they

" were doing so.. I wept-wi

O

. .one Widokv-marriagwqas actually
r\

. was remarried” They were ! an ,
ndry. There we presented ourselves to the reformes™ - .

R L housand people attended. We il though
pular and all our fears and 2ppr

* secured the signatures of only 70 p:o
. hereand a certain evil-minded person t :
- then happened.to be on collection business about. 30 miles

. said at if they. would not obey the bull, they ¥o

. a (:_h.afge_ before; the J oint Magistrate whio acted in S\'_lch 3
" of us expected success. - Te-at-Jast, disappOintéd us an

‘. man and experienced Lawyer as “Mr. Snaitl
i 6o of bia lelfers 5 the High Court ous, N think tha

- Me. Johuson was wreng as .'a"'cc"(ipy thereof attache
 Lxcel'eacy. ‘Thus your Excellency will'see that 2 “Magistra

+ . Judge dilfer from gne another as rexards the action of.th Gur
- .~'pl‘obab1a:tfxab the J udgeﬂ.iS'right'amf the' Macistrate. is; Wrong-
. joyed to hear thatyour Excellency hasbeen pleZsed to ser

- 'some hope and we pray-that your Excellency may be pieaS
" ter to the High Court-under section 272 of Criminal P roced Taw or Justice
the case settled once for all.- We'do not ask any thing against Liaw b
. or Policy.- We are informed that the opposite party

‘ }'0111' EYCGHCHCf thaﬁ ‘Iw.;a,'@t,}loﬁréhould be. ta;{:r;l] 8}; ’w‘;’ etitions shook Mr. -
ot they would rise i 1ed ({

c A ) _
- é.l'mder,to otir great misfortune that We have 00 FeI

. His Exééuéncy'tlie va_érﬁor in Council of '.ll\Iadras"l. IR
- JThe hymble pejition of Racherla ~le1t:'nz_mm’:;'_h.,pf Rajahimundry.

oA

~ May it please your TFyeelleney, .

I are. a Brahmin by birth and according to our custom I WS married when I was

T was a poor virgin .

th: them. Tﬁgy told me that I was married to a man -
{whom I scarccly saw) and that he died. T asked ‘them if I could not be remar-

~ ried. They told-me that *ur custom would not permit it.. We all thought that. -
“ there was no hope for e, and that I should ever live as a miserable widow! 1.

" am the ‘only daughter of my parents and I canno
~ the sorrow and grie

t describe here the amount of
f of my mother at my calaXdty. While we were drowned int
the midst of this Ocean of sorrow early 1n December. last 's'om'e news reached
us that at Rajahmundry they found Sastras sanctioning widow marriages and

mind was elated. 1 r\a to my mot or-and father, I asked them “what! you

. said I could, not remarry. Tere is/news! a widoy a yoyng widow - like Q)felf S

~ugterjoyed. We had the news,conlirmed an{ ran
with all speed to Rajahmundry: . : A : .
and they readily received us and promiscd every assistaace. The . bridegreom
was secured in no time. The marriage was performed on the -very. day. There
was no opposition. Every thing went on well. . We hua™3 “grand - procession.

t the marriage was very po- "
chensions were remoYed: A very few people of. -

the town envious or otherwise of us got up a peti _
- : ple from among about 20,000 peopleliving . -

from,the town, -and

‘got some bulls from him and published them here. I was really surprised at the .

charm and power of the Bull. Like magic it worked. All the people that favoured

the cause and were gladly Jooking ab our “faces,  at once turned against us.

They obeyed the Sankarachari.- For they‘had no other, alternative.. It clearly = -
uld all be puaished: Your . .

Excellency knows the weak mind of a Hindu; almost all have deserted us. Then .

: IR mers. We asktd them:-Why . 2. you _
‘to be in this miserable condition?” They. were sorry. They wept with us, Then ;,

they said that they.would apply o the Government for assistance. They brought.
: ¥ way that every omc '’

view i3 quite wrong and Li VS S by many  learnc 1 gentle- |
_ g Lis Judgment 1s pronouncet ); e 1}; o learned. il
t the Judgment of
1 hereto will show: to your.
te and - a. Sesslon.
a and it ismore - .
We are:overs:y
end for record. This gives usfgg'
-~ Jsased to refer thes mrats-
are.Code.and have -

have preferred pett

e and 1t H)'lg/%fxe *harge. - Whaterer may be the

to d 5‘“\1‘%1{ Jlency to"have the mat- -

ohnson’s firmness.and led ki our %ﬂ’

1 .
the strength of the petition we hubly 5 ¥y e Yand, and if they abso -

ter scttled oneo for ] by-the Highest Trbuo® 1%

mely, we ask your Bredh

3o

erformed. My hopes were then raised. My .- o

1 dismidted the case. His

tion and, with much  diffelty & . S '.

took the petition to the Sankaraghari who. . '_:
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T lency as a prent of widows to.supply thelaw or move the Indian Ledislaturoto:

" do so. We feel sure that thz Foonorable and learned Judges ,;';f the Madras High
" Court will not refusé our request. They have already expréssed their opinion
" in a similar case that “tiis eart of oppression (excommunication) is very-me-’
lancholy™ The stndiag tor ‘the Judgment by your xcellency is looked upop by
every one of us witii anxieti. If the matter be referred to the ILigh Court no
body suffers any thing by it and if we gain in the ligh Court, 11.:0 other party. -
will not suffer. Ifthe result cither with- yoz Excellency or with the Mizh
‘Court is.otherwise, we shall be dammned fu." ever and there viil be no other
alternative than being drowned in a real ocean instead of the acean .of sorrow

in which we are at present lost. = ~ Ibegtoremain o =
i - Rajahmundey . your Excellency’s obedient Subject e
'4 ; - 2_31'd July82.) ' > - Racherla Ratnamah.
N - Neo 9l .- o .7 Gadavery DigAict Court.
: S R { Rajahmunefy 18tk March 1832
e . From . - % J.F. Smaith\Bsqe
f e e L. . Offs. Diftizpooudge
i1 RS A . - - Rajahmundry. -
S, Mo - 3. Weir Esqr. . R

' . ) ‘ Ag. Registrar High Court of Judicature

ar P App. Side. Madras. -

.Sir,' o ‘ - . A , S .
: 1 have the honor to forward the explanation called for by the H_ngh
. Court in the matter cf a petition directed against the District Munsiff of Rajah--
mundrv, and addressed to the High Court direct. - . .~ .
PR o . 2 A petition on the same subject was sent to me, but it was so obvious-
R : ~« ly a countermorve to a case thén pending in the Joint Magistrate’s Court ﬂ}“t {
Mo : Iydeclined to take any notice of it. Hence probably the reason the petition ® 3

o .. addressed to the-High Court. o - T :
-~ _.°. 3 The District Munsiff of Rajahmundry is to the best of my belief an
- honorable and conscientious man, and I will leave it to the High Court to &€= .
. cide whether he has not completely met thé charges against him. .

R A . 4 He has interested himself from the best of motives -in gome widow
N I . marriages which have taken place in this town. The' result- is he and many
S others have been excommunicated by the High Priest. * . e ‘ M
" He therefore prosecuted the High Pricst for defamation before the i b b .

- - Joint Magistrate; who has, I understand,*dismissed-the case on thz'ground that ‘

it is no injury to a‘man to damn him eternally and to say of him thatheismot . . .|}
" a fil person to be associated with. . v . . : i

. 75 Itis possible that another Magistrate might come to another conclu-

sion on the same matter; but for the present the partyof the Bigh DPriest (a :
©.vyery common ignorant man as I am given to understand) is exultant as if they = /

- had gained a great victory. Hence the*spirit of persecution is-abroad, and the
- town is full of odium theologicum. This and no other reason- has calgsed the
petition to the High Court; and it is sad to think that a man who hasinterest- |
“ed himself in'a reform the complete success of which cannot long be deferred |
and which is ahsolutely necessary to relieve the Hinda people from thereproach
“of cruelty and barbarism should meet. with no better reward than cilumay. -
.. .- " .. .. Thavethehonortobesir - =~
- s .- (8d), -  J.-F. Snaith. v 7 -
ol o Offg. District Judge,
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g ' A Tiis Diaeilingvt the Governor 12 Council of Malias. . - o . e s
. .70, - The liumble petition of Racherla Ratnammah of Rajahmundry: "~
i . / e .. May it please you;\Exqellency,': S P i R RS
| s - : | R, I arc: a Brahmin by birth and-according to our cusfeui I wasmarried whentwvas © S
: ' ' 47 yhout § yearsold: Iam now.13 years old.‘Unf(.rtum'ltg;‘ngyhusb'an«Im'e_dSyear_’g,.:; I RPN

: { LT “agow 1 wasnot then matured nor were my.nup‘tials‘i’éﬁ’(nfr_xi'gd."iwa fapooryirgin’ o

. . » "o . widow before December 1881. My parents, my grand father (still }{vingﬁl’and‘xny'* T
' ' . relations were mourning over my miserable condition. I-did not know why they 5
: : gL .. were doing so. I wept with them: yThey told me that T was married to" a man' Fe e T
.—:4,/ Y - o (whom I scarcely saw) and that he G2 I asked them if I could nof” be remar-" Tt 0T
' ... ried. They told me that our custom would not perniit it.” We all thought -that BRI o
. 1 = ... there was no hope for'me, and that I should ever live ‘as a miserable widow," I oo o0
' . . .~ . “am the only daughter of my parcnts and I cannot describe here the amount of ™ - v .
. | Sty thesorrow and grief of my motker at my calomity. While we were drownedin -4 <o v
. . * b0 the midst of this Occad’of sorrow early in, December- last some news reached R
.« i 007 7 yus that at Rajahmundry they found.Sastras sanctioning widow marriages and NS
" 7. one widow marriage was actusdly performed.” My hopes were ‘then raised. My " 5
: S0 7 mind was elated. fan’to' my mother and father, T asked them “what! youw .-, . °
: ) | . £ 2 Usdid I could not remirry. - dergis news! a widow a young widow “like ‘myself <.
-~ 2 . v : ' . o was remarried” Tliey were 2il overjoyed.” We had the news confirmed andran 8 P

' - : S a5 yith all speed to, Hajahimundry: ‘There we presented purselves to the reformers -
o and they readily received us and promised every assfitance. The bridegroom ¢l R
e s was secured in no time. ‘The marriage was petformedt-on the - very - day. There «ioi o ey o
’ . Y " 'was no 0})pbsjtion'.'_Evér5' thing went on well.. We had a_.grand procession. 77l T
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. i " " About 10 thousand people attended. \Ve all thought the_x_uarqiage was very po=t. . ' "y 5,-;: , j
. A ~n pular :and all our fears and apprehensions \yqrei_r::r;noyccl'. -'A‘_ve.ry few people of % i ol S
} . ) _ . Vit U the town envious or otherwise-of us got up.at petition and with much . difficulty >+ S ST

s . - 'secured the signatures of only 70 p-ople from ariong about 20,000 peopleliving - " ST
° ' . 4 : ¢ heteanda certain évil-minded person took‘}the petition’'to the Sankarachari who it Lot

" then happened to be on collection business about 30 miles from:the town, and;, & .0 oo f U

. ) n " got some hulls {rom him anil published :Lh?rn‘ here, I'was really surprised at the - S e J
. ' it " . ¢harm and power of the Bull. Like magic it worked. All the people that favoured © . Ly i
**"the cause and were pladly lookingat our fdces,:at once"aturxmcd;agai.rlst‘us."_ RITAE b
. i " ey obeyed the Sankarachari. For they had no qther. alternativel ‘It clearly [ .0 ¢ R R
S said that if thiey would not obey’ the bull, they would :all. be - puaished. Yourit < o0 et i 0 Y
. i - Excelleney knows the weak mind of '_al,IIindu;almo's'_t;‘ 41l have-decserted ws. Then " - ce SRR
o (U 0o e turned: to- the: Refotmers, We esked them *why do’i yoi - “allow "us BT R T
. . (o000 bt be in this miserable condition?” They were'sorry. They wept withus. Thert’, " = i
: 2. U4 they said that they would apply: to the Government for'assistance. They brought =~ . - N
) ‘ il A elfarae before'the Joint Magistrate who'acted in such @ way that every one?, - .. 1.4

o : _ Jel oS of us expected success. ‘He ab'last disappointed us and dismissed the case. . His . .00 o i
' R "/ view i3 quite-wrong and his Judgment 1s pronouriced by many a learned gentle<. 070 PSR
)

RN “‘man and experieced Lawyer as erroneous.’ Mr: Snaith the local Session Judge .~ . BRI
i © 7 in oae of his letters to the High'Court: seemed to think that the Judgment of - . " PR
boe o0 Me, Johuson was wrong as 'copy thereof attached hereto will - sliow to your . ; o+, Eo ';j“i; 3
: . . G . Eicel‘.ency._lems‘your.‘E'rcellen‘cy will see tlia_t"'rgx,.fl\Iaglstrate"- 'zxnd:z{ .Session'_ ot A Ry
CYe LT Judge differ from one anothet as regards the action of the Gurirand it is more " . NS
Syl .])roBable that the Judge is'right-and thie Magistrate 1$ -wrong. We ‘are: overs A ]
‘ _ A : - T joye-dmhear-tha_ty’ourExcellencyhas been pleased to send for record; Thisgivesus ~ - ° e

vi 0" 'gome hope and we prayithat ypur‘Excell'ency‘_may-be..pleaséd to refer the mat-- =~ o RN

| . o U Fe T tertothe High'Cdur’t‘nnder‘sec‘ti'on 979 of Crimihal Procedure Code and have . PN
B ' IR A e 8 - oIl We db not'ask any thing against Law or Justice. .- SR
l ) ' ; S A - thecasesebtledonccfoxa . Weddbn k any thing against 1 Justice. . - Ve
E o o ' " S} “or Policy. We are informed that the opposite party have p:eferre.(l petitions to- © A
‘ vom'Ex’céllenC)'ffﬂlﬁt o action should be taken by Governnrent in the matter . el
. or they would rise in'rebellion and it might be that such petitions shook Mr.: oo
' * . Johnson's firmuess and led kim to dismiss the charge. “Whatever may be the CTIO

. ‘ "' Ter settled-once for alk by the Highest _Tribun_al in thg -land, and if 'thgy also | .
" copsider to our great misfortune tha't:\\;‘e_ha\'f:'_._nq.re}quy, we ask your ,Il‘]xc'elj SO

} - . : | | . | , - ® ; . . | S '-. :. v the strength of the petition we humbly ask your Exdellehcy to have the mat- - : ' 4
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. lency 7a Jarent of widows fo supply the law or move the I ndian Legishlur}'_!f),
. do" s0.\We feel sure that the Jonorable and learned Judges'of t).e Madras Hich
. -Court Wl not refuse pur reggst. They have'already expressed their opinion
-, {0 p similaFtaszthat “this sort of oypres.ion {excommunication) is very mie-

.~ laaeholy” The Sending for tlie Judgment by your Excellency is looked upen by

' every one of us \ith anxiety. If the matter bp refrred to the High Court 1fo

~ body suffers agy thing by it and if we gain in the Hizh Court, the other party

L]

~-will not suffer. If the result either with - your Excellency or with the el

" Court is otherwise, we shall be damned for. cver ‘and there will be no otier
" alternative than being drowned in 3 rcal ogean instead of the ocean of sorrow
-1n which we are at preseat lost. : I beg tq remain .

: Rajahmundrﬂ o your Excellency’s ohedient Sulject
23rd July82. j - o o » Racherla Ratnamah. o
- No.91. =~ - e "_Ga(larery District Court.
e L Rajahmundry {Stl: March 1852
From . "* «  J 7. Snaith Bsqr. « 7 S
o s [ - Offg. District Judge
: St o Rajahmundry,
To- X Weir Esqr. . -
C N Ag. Registrar High Court of Judicature *
IR - App. Sida. Madras.
-~ “- - Thave'the honor to forward the explanation called for by the Hizh

i 7 Court in the matter of a petition directed against the District Munsiff of Rajah-
+ +. mundrv, and addressed o the High Court direct.

2 A potition on the same subject was sent to me, but it was s obvious-

- _ Iy a countermove to a case then pending’in the Joinf Magistrate’s Court that

declined to take any notice of it. Hence probably the reason the petition was

o - addressed to the High Court.

. -8 The District Munsiff of R j“ahmundry is to the best of my belief an
honorable and conscientious man, and I will leave it to the High C.ourt to de-.

L cide whether he has not completely met the cliarges against him.

. 4 He has interested himself from tfie best of motives jn some widow
~ marriages which have taken place in this ¢own. The result is- he aad many
- others have been excommunicated by the High Priest. ‘
.« e therefore prosecuted the Hizh Priest for defamation tefore the
- Joint Magistrate; who has I unierstand, dismissed the case on tha ground that
it is no-injury to a me= to damn him eternally and to say of him that he is not
" a i person to be astociated with. L, . —
Lo ‘5 It'is possible that another Magistrate might come to another conclu-

ed himself in a reform the complete success of which cannot long be deferred
- and which is absolutely necessary to relieve the Hindy people from the reproach
. of cruelty and barbarism should meet with no better reward than gal
Lo .+ .. T have the honor to be sir ..
sl ~+ (8d) .. - I F. Snaith '

umny.
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P e B T A e e AR EE T R B B
e . P "l.'s“; i : L j':‘.f . ‘ " ;',f.'
_ . o S N TR I S ST T
- l _ > : 'TO—' N ~- ‘. _‘
B G . /q/) SR ; v 1 Shis Excellency the Govyrnor injCouncil of Madras. . - o
X | /‘ _ 'ﬁ/ /@ S : e e '.(;e ‘humble petition of. ]iicherl' Ratnammah of Refjabmafdry.
‘. . Y Y P // e - May it please your Excellency _/_) [P A PET CH R I SR SR S PR
S, | . TN (:./ ' '* " “Iam a Brahmin by birth and dccording to'onr.custom I was matried whenTwas = 00 005
V o L " _sbout @ yearsold. Iam now 13 yearsold. UnYsrtunately my husband died Syears .o "o =
o ¢ , a0, » 1 was not then matured not~were niy nuptials performed.'lWasa.poor_'nr'jy"‘./. TR
e s L widow before December 1881. Iy parents, my grand father (still livine@and my SRR
" v

... relations were moirning over mx miserable condition: I did not kn.()}'v_' why they @
. seere doing so, I wept with them::They told me thit I wag¥marriéd to 2" man .-

T - it " (whom I scarcely saw) and that.he died." I asked them if I'could not be remar- 2577 ' .
‘ . - . i +riéd.” They. told me that our custom woald not permit it.” We all'thought® that 7~ o« -
S 5o D Here was tio hope f0r me, and that I ghould ‘ever live as 4 miserable svidow. I | . -
- o / g/’{ p> ) et g the only dauglifer-of my parents'tfid I cannot describe here the amoung of %1 5w T
' . e : ' A " the sorrow-and grief of my mother at my cAamity.: While we were d;_-o;mcd in e S
- : 4 S S 13 " ghe:midst of this Oscan of sorrow early 1n ecember laste some news: reached RO
v . - W ' ) 7 Ay © . us that at' Rajahmuadry they found Sasiragsanctioning widow: marriages and ;- "o 07
. NNy £ . / A i : " one widow marriage was actually ])e.rfgrmei}, My:hopes. were then raised: My /7 U
| ' , / Z:l".v -l% : /;, e el i }i } C - mind was'elated. 1 ran-to my m_other and father, I z}s}ccd_; them “what!, you . e
| - ;’ ” e U t,\’“_z o fegid T eould not remidngy Here s .ne\\_'s!. a ;vndow:a_)'puylg-\\’x.(IO\w",lngc m_ys'e]f..-' Ry
| ) ‘ : . LA WMEL 1 yas remarried”, They werzhll overjoyed. - We had thenews dnfrmed and ran’, .00t
’ < t ! s %‘f— 4[4« wndh ) ¥ S0 yith all speed to Rajahmundry. There we p_rcs'en.ted surselves ,t-‘o the reformers’ R
‘ = 7' o / ’ (9 - *:; T* 7 . and they readily received us and promised every. assistance. The - b:]deggoq';l'l S
. : L / N " was secured in no time. The marriage was performid on ;tl§e_.‘.\'er." day. _ll}er_e_-; AR
p . ! R R . was no opposition.’ Every- thing went on well. -W_‘l ‘had:a grand procession. . ;. .
. ! ' ‘ e =T \ l. 10 About 10 thousand people attended. We all %hogg 1t'tl(11e ;uar'rxaf?rt%yv?s very o<
. ‘ ; L iammen e w it - }) ) GBI .']")ular and nll our fears and apprehensions Were r:moved. 'A"xler_\_ cw,pe_ople of‘ ST
) L /} /' CMEIUEUT e town envious or otherwise of us got.up @ petition ﬂndﬁ\\-rx’tl lnuCI_l!'(11lﬂ1.(}lj‘lt_\,"_-: e
i - . : AG 3 { SO Ceoured the signatares of only 70 people from aniong about 20,000 peopleliving - -t
‘ ‘ : } - £ Mg herennd a cerlain evil-minded person took the petition to the Sankarachari who' ~ - o
. ; sk R e .0 1o be'on collection business about 30 miles'from the town, and.'*." " 71
© 2 P N then h"pplmﬁ(s {rom him-and published them lere. Iwas really surprised at the’ 1" 7
. . P \i ‘“ R f‘(:;}'siz??dn;;owcr of the Bull. Like magic it worked. All the people that favoured .- "7 ¢
) | L { N : 1i;edaixsc and were glidly Tooking "at our; faces, "at once - u;rqed:aga}nst us,
' " | CNFE o Thay obered the Sankarachari. Tor they had no -other alter;x_gtxv_e_..lt.clejlrl)r.-
. : Ak e sa'i(lf'tliat'ifthej’, would not obey the ‘bull;.-t]loyi.X\'ould-- all be puaished.- '}‘omﬁ: o
3 | BN LSRR Excelleney- knows the weak mind of a Hindu; almostall have deserted us. Then - - %0
: - , \ S " e sturned’ to ' the  Reformers. We wsked ‘them *why - do:-you all'o_w;"us .
o : g v : o De in this miserable cond‘itior’l?" fl‘i;e)r=\sfe_1'e Isor:y‘.-.The;_r wept: with us. .Then.. -
! N1 ihey said that they would apply tothe Government for assistance. They brogght. , |
T . . . Y &i ] g oharee beforé the Joint Magistrate who acted in suoh a way that every one.
ST T A ' S y ' ' '- ; i - ‘of us é-;{pocled,succes_s.{ He at Jast dlsappo;nt(:djus and.dls_r..ussed the case. I]hs_
T e . / T N P {1 ' Viewis quite wrong and his Judgment 13 pronou'nced.by many p learned gentle-,
SN o R IR A CEL . /i-av(,fz,ga/,, (N 1‘ o4 loan and expetienced Lawyer as €rroneous.. Mr. Snaith the local Session Judge oo
R A S S . . o ' ) ';‘,‘-‘.1*' NI ",_._';?]ao,.l‘(-} of his letters to the High Court seemed to think that the _Judgment' Of R
B IR ' E e . | L7 i Johnson: was wrong as a copy, thereof attaclied hercto will show. to your. = %
I 1 S %F l'eacy.Thus your Excellency will see that-a Magistrate "and. a- .Sessxon.. B
] . " 18 N JJ \giiﬁ(ﬁ“er from one another as regards the action of the Guru anditismore . "=t s
L ’ & 17 = "uo1na(i)1'e that the Judge is right-and the Magistrate 13 wrong.":We arg overs i
; ale B )d to hear that your Excellency has been pleased to send for record. Thisgivesus - = - .0
o 1 Js?))xrcle hope and we pray that your Excellency may be pleased to refer the mat-" ~
| i PR " ter to the High Court under scction 272 of Criminal Procedure Uode and have .~ -~
- e ' L T  the case scttled once for all;"We do not ask any thing against Law or :]u%xce. el
: A . Y o Policy. We are informed that the opposite party have preferred petitions to -
| | ”*/; "4 your Bxcellency that no action should be taken by A.Govemmgn_t in the matter. W
). o EC T or they, would rise.in rebellion and ik might be that such petitions shook Mr. . Y
e | S - 7 “Johnson’s firmness gnd led him to dismiss the charge. Whatever may be,the |1
' “ S '} - ~ the strength of the petition w¢'humbly ask your Excellency to have the mat- .
T L . o e T téesettled ange for.all by the Highest Tribunal in the land, and if they also
_:..:_, - _._;-:: L '_;.'j o S o [ o - E( ! C(f.l?s‘l.der, ;qour gr.eat-ull.lsfo‘.r_tune. th'z‘lt we hz;\"g no remedy, we ask .}’Olir .Ex'cél- : N
1 | ' ! . £ n S N S I L I .
“ ' : ' Z ,; ‘;I . SR, £ )
IR ' : . _ e \ | X
:V\ R 'm-m'-'hazé"\:; ;:._z';.v«.zm;;f;i'.'. ..L- IR . L ’ R S . oL o :\.': T L[’
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P - lency as a parent, of ridows to supply the lohw or mgve the [ndian I.cgns?;ut—xj‘cj},? o y 3 ) | - | T .
Lo - do s0.We feel stire that the Foncrable andizarneil Judgés ofthe Madrt fiidh L : | - S
’ ' . Court will not reflisg our request. They have alruddy expressed thetr “opwnion - = . 4 ' . o .
~In a similar case that “this sort of oppres.ion (excommunication) is very’ me- s - ..
__ Tacholy” The sending for. the Judgment by yoiir Excellency is Jooked upon by ).
fa - every oneof us with anxiety, If the matter be rferred ta the High Court w’s <™ ‘
L bady suffers any thing by it and if we gain in'the High Court, the other party
o . willnot suffers If the result cither with _your ‘Fxcellency or with the 1.153-'!‘,/.'-'-'."";' '

- ourt is otherwise, we shall be damned for cver and there will be no oti:ef
, . .- alternative than being drowned in' a real ocean instead of 4he ocean of sorrow -,
T., .. inwhich we are at present lost. - I 'bez to-remain
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your 'E(CEHEHO. 's ohedient Subject

c . Rajahmund‘rﬂ
C 23“1_ July 83, G Rachuerla Ratnamah.

. L o . . ] e’ AN . B
- . ot ’ : —_ T — .,}“.:M )
R ’ c BT ’ - : ) r o : . .

. . . .

’ coor ]

e

“Gadavery District Court. "~ _

e - “Rajahmundry 1Stl: March 1882 ~ .

| W From - 0 J°F. Snaith Bsqro 7 o,

S A . o Offg. District. Tddge = = : e "
I S A S R Rajahmundry.
oo Teo =T Weir Esqr. Lo e

ST T Ag. Registrar High Court of Judicature

S © 7 App. Sida. Madras.

e
e PP
< e O

51

Sir, S ; SR - o .
- . T 'have the honor to forward the explanation called for by the High . " - _ a o .
- - Court in the matter of.a petition directed 2gainst the District Munsiff of Rajah-. - - oo ' ' . '

mundry, and addressed to the High Court direct. N |
_ 2 A.petition on the same suliject was sent to me, hut it was s obvious-
ly a countermiove to a casc then pending in the Joint Magistrate’s Court that , .. N
S - I declined to take any notice of it. Tlence probably the reason the petition was = X ,
<. ° - . addressed to the Iigh Court. R o o SR . . . TSN
P o -3 The District Munsiff of Rajalimundry is to the best of my beliel an S : S
honorable and conscientious man, and T will leave it to the Hjzh Court to de- ' -
cide whether he has not completely met’ the charges against him. " DU ' -
4"He has interested himself from the best ‘of mofivés in some widow .
marriages which have taken place in this town. - - The result is he and many i S
others have been excommunicated by the High, Priest. o I
- He therefore prosecuted the Hizh Priest: for defamation tefore the

Joint Magistrate; who has, I understand, dismissed the case on 1hz ground that
At is no injury to a wan to damn him eternally and ta say of him that he is not
-a fit person to be ascoziated with. . - o . e -

5 It is possible! that another Magistrate might come to another conclu- . ' .
sion on the same matter; but for the present the party of 'the Hig'y Priest (3 - . : ' '

v
]
Y

LPWRT Al A
oy

N A T A R s T b e pm U

. very commorignorant man as I am given to understand) is exultant as if they = : | 5
had gained a great victory. Hence the spirit of persecution is abroad, and the o X cod
. town is full of odrun theologicum. This and no other reason has_caused the = -
_petition to the High Court; and it is sad to think that a man who has intercst- : :
o ‘ed himself in a reform the complete success of which cannot long be- deferred o ' {
- and ‘which is absolutely necessary to relieve the Hindu people from thereproach = . o
o, of cruelty and barbarism should weet with na better reward than ealumny. - '
T .1 T have the honor to be sir . . S :
(8d) - 3. F, Snaith ce S O
| - Offg. District Judge, '
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