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| GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS, * [ o

et TRy
>

o  JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. o

- ! :

. ¥ .

~~—Reap—the following paper :— | o | i ‘
' "~ TFrom J. A, DAVIES, Esq., Acting Registrar of the High Cowrt of “Judicy-
b ture at Madras, Appellate Side, to the Chief Secrenry to Government, dated ;
Madras, 5th December 1884, No. 3588. : o

AsstrACT.—Forwarding the opinion of the Coujtt upon the acvisability of authorizing the
High Court and the Sessions Court Judges to retain, at the publi cost, pleaders on behalf of

n

undefended prisoners in murder cases. ( |

. s .
Orprr—dated 17th December 1884, No. 3273, Judicial. . : :
' Tis Excellency the Governor in Council having recently had under his consider- = -
* atior the expediency of retaining a pleader at the public exyense, in trials for murder, -
‘where ‘he circumstances of the accused preclude his engaging legal assistance, he is ,
plcased to direct, so far as original trials befor the High (ourt and Sessions Courts t
are concerned, that when any Magistrate comniits an accus:d person to take his trial
on a charge of murder, he shall inquire whether the accused has sufficient means to
engage professional assistance at his trial and, if he finds Ie has not, he shall inform :
‘the High Court or the Sessions Judge (as the case may be), who shall thereupon
appoint an Advocate or Vakil to undertake tie defence ard cause such Advocate or :
Vakil to be furnished with a copy of the depositions andof the examination of the ‘
accused and of any other document it is intended to use against him. Reasonable
) " time should be allowed to the gentlemen so appointed to prepare for the defence.

"2 As regards cases referred to the Iigh Court for tie confirmation of cépital
sentences, the Court will instruct the Government Pleader to appear in all cases, on
behalf of the prosccution, where it may desire it, and when in any such case, it may

- also consider that an appointment of an Advocate or Vakil o1 behalf of the accused is
desirable, it is further empowered to engage the requisit:“prfessional assistance.

3. The fee for the present will be left to the discretionof the courts concerned,

to be.regulated according to the circumstances of each cpe; but a report should be

. made to Government at the close of each session in a tal:iew forn}" of the amount so

. f ~expended.
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(True Extr.:t.) : RN
. 1. ;
i , £ ' I. F. WEBSTER,
’, . : \ﬁ .+ Chief Secretary.

To the Honorable the Judges of the High Court, wifh C.L. ’3 ERTS AN
e ,, all Sessions Judges. H TR I N Y, ‘
B 2 ?‘17-;_ £ Fa L et TIRAT Y R ‘. : J TEL e i g - 3 ra » all District MagiStrﬂ'tes' ’ ! R ' ,L; y) WY l
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