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“No. 1442), 8ir C. Wood said: “ With rega
“the office of Sheriff has become a valuable s

. Presidencies,
“country (from

in one officer, an
subject.” S L
cations seem {o have been made, and t

"Mr. Carmichael.raised the question again, in his
+1879, No. 1544. '

‘made return of all process issue

T Y

{

' GOVERNMENT !

: i .‘ ‘ ‘ .
. MADRAS. |

jUDICIAL DEr¥ARTMENT,. ‘

. LY :

3

:,REA.D—-the flollow{ngy paper i— . )

Note upon the abolition ‘of the office of Sherif.

In his despatch, dated 31s
ri to the Shrievalty, it appears elearly that

i1ecure at Madras, as well as at the other
erformed by an under Sheriff. In this
d) the office is an onerous and costly
The course suggested

and that all the duties are )

which the institution has been sopie
d won to undertake.

! charge, which persons of property are calle
by your. Government will go some way to remedy the abuse which has gradually .

sprung up in India,
might not be adopted, by which the actual as well
o Supreme Government upon the

but it is a question for conideration whether a more general measure
as nominal duties may be conjoined

“and I will communicate wih th

he matter dropped until
minute recorded in G.0., 30th June

No further communi

.. The financial position may be stated thus :—

- .+ I Charges per annum. . Ro;ceipts per annum.
. K W < RS. fa . ‘. .

(1) Salary of Sheriff .. 10,776 | - : : ‘ T
(?) Do. four Clerks .. 2,616 | .
(3) *Do. six Bailiffis ... 2,448 1 L RE.
(4) Do. ° eight Feons .. 621 |. Fees and sale deposits oo 4,20
(5) Contingencies .. .o 200 ' . S

. % Total .. 16661 L
. 4,200 [¥ : 4 |
‘ | YR : o L
| o ... Rs. 12,461

——

Total cﬁarge per a.nnuml to Government -

which Mr. Carmichael prepared it

From the statement )
the Government

s e

¢ July 1863, No. 19 (vide G.O., Tth September 1863, .

S A

by the fqllow_ing Courts :—

The Mayor’s Court. .- ‘ ]
The'Civ)iTl Court of Governor and CounclL
The Sessions Court of Madras. 4 ; ‘ .

" The Court of Requests, | | |

The Sheriff at present has the following duties :— ' , 7
' (a) The summoning of jurics of Courts of Sessions in Madras,
(6) The arrest and custody of persons on civil process.

appears the Sherifi’s existence has cost '
up to 1878 from 1862 oo o SO 1’»}9’2’%&) g 3
Add the losses since 1878 a8 6 x 12,4€1 o "y ,766 - 0

. . c Total .. » 204936 2 3

. Tt thus appears that by the close of next year over tw0 lakhs of Government money
' will have been spent upon the Sheriff’s office with no return since 1862. . :
The Sheriff was appointed in 1726 under Letters Patent. He @en executed and

) ' IS |
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Besides the above he sits on th. 1ch at sessions sometimes and calls public
meetings when requested to do so by  ens of the town. S ’
" As to whether legislation is nec  y to offect the result desired, the Advocate-
General has already reported. " - o '
The case seems to be this. The  ers Patent of the late Supreme Court, 18Q0
A.D,, are still in force under section 110f the Act establishing High Courts in India
(section 11, Act 24 and 25 Vic., cap. 104). Under those Letters Patent,. section 15,
the appointment of a Sheriff and his dutes are provided for. Therefore certain duties
exist which by statute fall upon the Sheiff to perform. ) I
If the Sheriff as a paid officer is 72f retained but the Deputy Sheriff is made to do
the work of Sheriff, the difficulty will be that the Sheriff, though unpaid and not the
working officer, will be responsible for tie duties, and it will ke against him that any

+ action for damages arising from the Deputy Sheriff’s acts will Jie.

To abolish the Sheriff legislative aition will be necessary, and this can be done
in the Legislative Council at Caleutta, vhich has the power under section 22 of the
Indian Councils Act 24 and 25 Vie., c:'p. 67.. The courses then open, if the present
arrangement is to be revised, seem to be these— '

I. The rctention of the Sheriff, ut the-combination of the office .With som g
other paid office, for instance, the Registarship of the High Court, Original side, gi1ving

“him such small addition to his salaty as may be necessary. Ile will then be

e town of Madras will be
eading position

iff\is

responsible as the present Sheriff is, theonly thing lost to th
an independent man holding a social postion entitling him to take a 1 E
in the matter of calling meetings, &e. It may be noted that at present the Sher
& Governmeut Uncovenanted servant of 1o very marked social standing.

urt Deputy

1L, The second course would be t.  ypoint some officer of the High Court that
Sheriff and make the Sheriff entirely an ernamental office, honorary, guaranteeing hat
he shall be free from all chance of bein~ held responsibl for losses 1ncurrefrfli upon {
Sheriff's action, and leaving the Deput: sheriff to do all the work of the office.

. mel ia th
- IIL. The third course would be to represent to the Government qf ?ﬁf thz
charge we incur every year It

“In 1874 a Bill was 'published by the Govem- Sheriff’s estabh'_shment’ a,nd the fact that

. rent of India consolidating the law regani- the office is useless, and that the Presi- -

ing the post of Sheriffi—No. II of 1874, icipality should
di into . _ " dent of the Madras Municipa
d not pass into law. take his position as leading man now,

oy ) . ift might be
and ask them to legislate by a short Actfby which the duties of the S.herlﬁ might
handed over to anyD other specified officer, );r to such person as the High Court might
from time to time nominate, '

“Probably nobody would take the Sheriff’s office if deprived i
and duties, aid it is y;ubmitted the existence of such an pfﬁce in Madrzi lsaa;tg;:
Present time not necessary, and should tha Government of India pass qu(ih an 't'con in all
mentioned, the President of the Municigality would take the Sherift’s posi 1to tollow
Mattefs concerning the welfare of the town, Upon the-whole perhaps, the courﬁe decline
Would be to suggest legislation to the Government of India, and in case t g; istrar-
to legistate, to abolish the office as a paid one and to unite it always with the g

ship of the High Court. : it
| ) _ (Signed) M. TTAMMICK,

\}ed of . its emoluments

/

| /) Hees 22325 .
OrpER—dated m&b..ﬂetpbu-1884, Mis. No. Muﬂieiﬂl-
. Recorded.

kTrue Extract.)
E. F. WEBSTER,
* Chief Secretary-

‘ »E\xd. J. Wright.

Ag. Asst. Secy. to Govt. ...
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i
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. \
. FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

" Reap—the following paper :— . |
From the Sheriff of Madras, dated 5th Sejtember 1884: 7 -

i\
.

r

Orper—dated 6th October 1884, No. 2375, Fhancial,
The Sheriff’s budget esﬁmate of 'receipts Hr 1885-86 is fixed at. Rs. 4,200, as in

e . . m— th> current year. The actual ipts i
RS. . e actual receipts in
1881-82 L .. \ 3,938 1&3-84 came to RS.. 4,662, but were
. Actuals ... { 1882-83 . .. 8718 svelled bya sale deposit forfeited to Goy- -
. 11883-84 . .. .+ 4,662 ‘ernment. It isunlikely that the Sheriff’s
e 1884-85 .. ' .. 4,200 edimate will be exceeded, and it is there.
Estimates. {1885-8_6 e+ .. 4,200 fore accepted. S ere

~ 2. The estimate of charge$ also agrees in amount with that for this year. The

‘ | expenditure in 1883-84 was less by R
rs. - 3& The difference occurred undery thsc:.

1881-82 . .. 16,654 items “Servants” and “ Contineencies”
Actuals .. { 1882-83 .. .. 16,645 Tle grant for the latter hag bhjtligiio
(188384 ... .. 16,623 stwd at Rs. 200; the averaze outlan
IG 1884-85 .. .. 16,661 however, has not e d dRD n
rnts - { 135556 16,646 ’ o e - 185, and
. T L4 thy grant for 1885-86 will be fixed at
o . thit sum. -
3. The estimates, as reduced, are pamed for inclusion i inci
. -ar in
budgot i T e the Provineial
Revenue. ) —
, o SR X RS,
XYV. Law and justice ... .. . .. .. ve .o 4,200
L. \ Expenditue. - ‘
%9, Law and justice .. .. .. .. ... 16,646
. o (True Extract.) '

~> L
l/ ’ .
Chief Secretary,

* To the Sheriff of Madras.

H

f Accountant-General. "7 " ¢ “,' \ :

i :: _ Judicial department. e Un ‘—j J/ fp"' /{,MQ _—
5

. Exd. P. L. Dereira.

~ i R ' . ¢ 5
. i
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