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Reap—the following paper :— . : A ,

From C._ A. GALTON, Esq., Acting District Magistrate of Malabar, to the Acting
Chief Secretary to Government, dated Calicut, 16th August 1883, No. 3335,

: _ It has come to my notice that there is a marked decrease in the number of appli-
' ; cations for licenses to possess arms up to date as compared with the previous year in
; some taluks, and I consider a few prosecutions expedient to serve as a warnine to
, those who have not yet applied, and have instructed the Superintendent of Police to |
, ~ make inquiry and apply for sanction to prosecute, under Scetion 19 (Clause #) of the 3
i - Act (XTI of 1878), a few of the principal defaunlters. It will be necessary, however, in :
. gome cases to institute searches, and the Superintendent of Police has applied,for
.o warrants, but, under Section 30 of the Act, searches must be conducted in the presence
\ of an officer specially appointed for the purpose, and, as far as I am aware, no such
2 special authority has been conferred on any class of officers. I Would’therefore
[ suggest that every Polico Officer of not lower rank than a Iead Constable be authorized i
Ve to conduct scarches under the Arms Act. . &

e 2. I would mention that every endeavour has been made to make the require- ¢ - e
ment in regard to licenses under the Arms Act as little vexatious to the people as
possible. They can present their applications to the Village Adhikéri, by whom they

are forwarded through the Tahsildar to the District Magistrate’s Office, whence the : N

= : : license i3 issued in due course through the same channel.” Hence there ’is no deten- s

‘ o ' tion from business or other cause for backwardness, the stamp duty is only four annas ' ':

and I think that a few prosecutions should be instituted. Care will be taken that du(’a . "

‘ , warning is first given in cach Amsam before any steps of this nature are taken, :

N ‘ . — 3. The Superintendent of Police has suggested that the perind for which the ' .

oA licenses run should be altered, as he thinks that the only reasor. £ v tho o me, L -
. ) . out licenses is tha trouble involved, slight as itis, and I sce i 11 o v by o N ,f;:\,

' P : LIS " should not remain in force for two or three years. The cxtopei-- = RN

' ’ ’ - T think require the sanction of the Government of Indis. '

o ‘ ‘ . ‘ , 4. Farly ordersare solicited, as if action is o Yo = og i Shontt s e
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2. 1t i3 Section 13 of the « Indian Arms Act, 1876, which prohibits the BOTE
armed without license, and Scction 14, which prohibits the unlicc‘n%ed.posses:i T
fire-arms, These sections still form part of the Act, but looking at the WCWZ- e.yptheir
ed in the eircular lotter of the Goverument of India, two years ago, rezar m%e the
highly restrictive character, the Governor in Council feels he could not ”{-pf omerely
prosecution of persons who hold uncancelled licenses under Form X or 2 o tho first
I because they have not renewed such licenses cach twelve months succeeding
Lt Bt lssue theveof.

v

o . it e
8. To provide, however, for cascs where fire-arms and ammunition ar | St. George

: any license whatever—the following Notification will be issued in the For
SP and District Gazettes, viz, :—

. ¢ where 8
. ® % YWhereas it is provided by Section 20 of the Indian Arms Act, 1878 v\(ﬁ:;:*m‘:es ct,
soarch is to be made under the Code of Criminal Procedure or the Presidency 1 “OI;S‘,I. Section
¢ 1877, in the course of any proceedings instituted ia respect of an offonce P.u““"hubtieusu; Code &X
) uiaeteen, Clause (f), such soarch shall, notwithstanding anything contained 10 tuo of his office
Act, be made in the presence of soma officer specially appointed by nams orin ‘8" nil is plenss
by the Local (Government in this belialf, end not otherwise,'—the Goveraor in Lot Inspector oF
to daclare that such search may be mads in the presence of any Magistrate, of any
Bub-Inspector of Police, or of any Head cf & Village.”

(True Txtract.)

| F. WEBSTER,
o - , E Acting Chigy mecre

tury.
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To all District Magistrates,
»s the Chief Tresidency Magistrate.
» tho Inspeotor-Geperal of Polica.  ;
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