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‘of prisoners in this Presidency. -

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
JUDICIAL DEP

[
Le s

ARTMENT.

-+ 10th February 1881, No. 325, - -
C Jailss o |

' Read the follovéiﬁg. pépér;_; i

‘No. 56, Minute by His Grace the GOVERNOR, dated —— Docemsber 1850,

- As I shall not have an 6p‘portunity of reviewing the Jail Administration .Réport -
for the current year now drawing to a close, I desire to direct attention to the steps
which have been taken during the last few years to _im\prove the system of confinement

é

- 2. In 1876, with the cordial concurrence of the late Mr Rc;bért S. Ellis, ivilo-llad

* taken much interest in prison discipline, it was determined to make an. experiment

- in the separate system. ~ Accordingly, in the Centra] Jail at Coimbatore, two wards

were divided by upright spars into single cubicules in such g manner that each prisoner
was kept apart, while ventilation was unimpeded, Similarly, in the Penitentiary at
Madras, a large qua@rangle cont.a_ining 106 separate cellg has be’éu'éom'pleted and these
cells are now occupied. In this prison the Juvenile ward has ‘also been szlb-divided
into thirty-four cells (of which twenty-two are occupied) by means of wooden framc;s
and close, strong wire netting. * In the Jail at Bellary, also, an increased number of
separate cells are in course of construction, and thege should’now be nearly ready for -
occup;}tion- o e e L _ _ :y. o

3. That these innovations ghould be unpopular with the prisoners was to be

- expected, and at theuPenitentiary there was at first g disposition on the part of the

- ment, and has seen,. a8

. tion  with our District Jails—their Supervision and their concentration.

“both the deterrent and punitive effect’ of confinement, "

convicts to offer resistance ; but the tact of the Superintendent overcame the difficult

So far no ill-effects have resulted from the introduction of the cellular system. - Tk{é
cells having a thick terraced roof and thorough ventilation are cool and airy: ‘The
juveniles extremely dislike their separate cubicules, although the partitions” do not
interrupt sight or voice. ' T confidently expect that the system will speedily give
evidence of its deterrent effect in the diminished number of recommittals. - . . - - .

ey

- & 1 bave visited and entered the separate cells at the Penitentiary on two or
fhree ooehsions, and 200 1o eason why the system should not bo extensively adoptod v

' other jails pyovided due,attention is given to thickness of roofs and ventilation. * That
it will exercise a most salutary effect both in prison discipline and also in its deterrent

actiou cannot be doubted by any one who has had anything to do with prison manage-
I have in England., .the change effected from an old-fashioned

' assogiatio_n'jail to the cellular system.

:5. . Two points appear to me to be still deserving of close attention in connec- -
.0 ! i With regard

to supervision the need for more efficient and cloge superintendence than can be given °
by the District Medical Officer, who has other duties to perform, has been admitted. .
Of the total prison population, which may be takep at 13,143, about 6,500 are confined - -

'in other than Central Jails, and are ‘consequently subjected to a less strict discipline,

while punitive labor is less stringently enforced with a proportionate diminution of -
' .';~:I,6' Muclh credit is ‘due to the Zillah Sﬁigeons for their managemeiit generélly,
and in severa hcases for very careful administration, but it is impossible to visit prisons
junder their charge without observmg.t.he'results"of the absence during a’great
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| portion of the day of the Jail Superintendent. : T have been able on vari

: | ous occasions
to.inspect the District Jails of Nellore, Cuddapah, Bellary, Guindy, Chingleput, Oota-

camund, P4lghat, Tanjore, Palamcottah,,and_ Vizagapatam, and. also the Subsidiary-

- Jails at Rajahmundry, Vellore, and Trichinopoly, which are under the control of the
Central Jail Superintendents. The Distriet Jail at Pélghat, which wag somewhat

hastily established at the commencement of the famine, i3 situated in the Fort and
is under the charge of a resident Sup'erintendenf.:, and the contrast in condygt and -
demeanour of prisoners confined therein and in the Jails attached to the Central Jails,

7 with those inca_rc_eratgd in the majority of District Jails, is very perceptible,

7. Thereis, I Believe, no difference of opinion in.the minds of my Honorai)le' )

Colleagues and the Inspector-General in regard to the expediency

- vision of all prisons by resident officers, but the fear of the a
- anticipated has year affer year turned the seale. In regard to ¢
myself been fearful, but ' I may - perhaps be too sanguine in.my

of securing super-

.+ is no reason why a prisonex: confined in a District or Sub-Jail should not
" discipline and_close supervision, break as mych stone and beat gg much

man or a Central Jail prisoner, The period of his imprisonment, whether measured by
days, weeks, months or years, shonlq In no way affect the task

» under proper

: K8, I .ould 1 no 8 of men sentenced tp
. Tigorous imprisonment, - There is nothing in the shape of Punishment to 5 pariah or
- cooly in being provided with free rationg and dry lodging unless he be made to labor |

~ tothefull task. The mat upon. which h
- %' ‘provided in his own hut, and in the matt

= him as is usually the case in Europe ;'in this country, t
; importance to exact the full tagk, S ' -

e sleeps in jaj] i3 as comfortable as that

8. ' The question of resident su

. £ ! porvision and it good effects will be facflitéféd
- by every step which can be taken in the direction of ¢ i i e .
ey sep whidh concentrati, 110 100 of the second point which I have

. ) hoped in 187 ioht.
. have been made ere this; but the enormouys in‘grease in 01? that much progress might
- 1877-78, necessitating not merely ¢

I' prison population during
tion but the maintenance of map

he cloge oocupation of ¢

o nvict <. . .
Guindy has, however, beeq o] osed, le %. have rendereq thig impossible, The Jail at

and that of : '
' native prisori is concerne 4, be redy, b of Uotacamung wi]] shortly, so far as the

" in truth a Military Jail, | oedtoa mere lock-up ; while the European prison js |

1 eétbt""' -
ment; that it would probably proye economical togzoni’in: ;lt ?ﬁiﬁfﬁ%ﬁgaﬁf p?iﬁi%ﬁs

» in Tanjore sentenced to mgre than 4 v b 1 >hi .
.-, prisoncrs at Chittoor might bg transfor o, brief period of lmprisonment. So also

‘ ; " without difficulty be located, - : "

© .10, Tt has been suggested to The that
to hinder the removal of persons sentenced
although the Code o_f Cruninal. Procedyr

1n one district ¢,

, t i i : P
- Act 'V of 1871 to the Local Governmen fo B they are Sentenced, pawer is given by

- instructions to the Inspgétor»rqgnerah:: o sy ers from jajl to jaﬂ' by genera] -

 transwission hither of Burmedgy

11. T must notice thedifi cultieg created in
: ed,
om B ouir Tails 7€rn)
vision and consequent more . cloge pursu;t o 2L With

ears gnd ‘the i d duty. on
salt, the number of Madtag Prisoners hag rigeg oo .~2® Increased duty
. ‘bec(’)me fully utilized for the necds of thy ﬁzzli]d unti] the Jail accommodation has

transported to the relief ,of
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dditional expense .-
be cost I have not.

COir as a free _

er of lodging no dlscomfopt is entailed to .
hqrgfore, it is of all the greater .

umber of Burmee cocamP‘Jalls until end of jagt year, together with

_fe_rred to Vellore, where the Session Court might

) [iossibl_}?_, technica] diﬂiciﬂfies mfghf driso

ey our prison arrangements by tl.xe.; o

00 g 1 . M . P - "‘
to tako thom when thefo was spare ooy fogrmy 1L Wik oo, Srgially oapore
offences augmented by the. legislation of* Iaf:elt"’m arrest - of offenders, statutory '

Y. At the same time restrictions.
¢y to the Andarians of ",
€18 ‘who it was expecfed .+
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' ; e i ati ere available in Madrag then the Gove}'n- _
our jails. If'amp}ghltat:ﬁwa?lln Ot%dtll;;n aﬁyowed to make use of it, alfilslo:gh hglghltlll}; .-
meelilt tﬁihhtll?;? s?x;% payment should be mad.z'lgw 11;1::;; ilsI:si (::tlgn.the ?&n(;:u'nans of

. b4 1 .

?}vovqmment W Imticlazctyofrffssgggrtt:tig): ll'ing_eps'our jails full, it seems tl;m_'e?,sonablé tOI
convicts undeﬁ ,ixellfll accept the charge of providing for Bur;nesg convic S. ,
ask that we &0 lusion I cannot refrain from reiteratiqg my conviction ﬂ.llat c osill'

_ 12 In cgnctll-;zItZr enforcement of labor in ?ur_Dlstnct and other J ails v:(s);:l d
supervision anc § t effect, would justify the Magistracy and the Judges ip pa ing
pay in its deterrep nd wo’uld tend materially to train a good cla§§ of discip l'nar);nent
shoztﬁ"ﬁ.s s;ts?ﬁf::;sato take charge of the larger prisons—a want of whom is an imminer
controlli _ A C _

. . : ) ot
difficulty. | | BUCKINGIIAM AND CHANDOS.

s
<
t

e  ar—

— . t ) ’ -
f 'No. 57. : ; ORD.EB i*_nmmox, loth E:e.b;ua_ry 1881? NO- 395. o j‘-‘ls f(;r
{ o ordéred that the foregoing be~foryvardgd to ‘the Inspector-_(}eneral_ of ai -_
( his remarks on the proposals made therein. 5 | .
}Z | (True Ex}raqt.) . L

' :'i' L + R. DAVIDSON, .
L l Chief Secrelary.

N
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| To t1.16 Inspec-tof—(]éhéml of J ails, |

T

B R

Exd. J. Wright. / I
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