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) ... GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. : . N
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. . . ';;
i N . : ' ) : .
\ 9th February 1881; No. 320. .. :
- . Jails—Padlocks.’ .
, : Read the following papers=— .. = ‘. ,. | | :
B B o Licutenant-Colonel T. E. TENN ANT, Inspector- General of Jails, to
'g No. £0. the g’;f:; Secretary to Government, dated Tanjore, 26th January 1881, No. 14. -
ot i . ce to the orders of Government noted in the margin, authorising R
; o With referen A ~ the purchase of 200 Chubb’s padlocks for - -~ } Cot
{ o G.0., No. 2276, dated 30“1}; %‘W"mﬁsr 1880. - . the use of the prisons in this Presidency, o v
. B T, 2982, 24th December ., Y yav6 the honor to report, for the inform-" " ,
' 1 " ation of Government, that the padlocks have been distributed as follows :— '
': : o ’ Buite No. l Suite. No. 2. Suito No.. 3. Suite No.4. Total,
- 1. M.s Penitentiary, Madras 26 . * 26 2 . 26 . 104 - -
. S gentr:l Jail, Vellore - . 12 .7, 12 12 12 .+ 48 :
- | Central Jail, Coimbatore ..~ 12., .- 12 12 12 48 | ,
)~.., e I o : Total Locks .., . 200 ‘
- ) 9. - These locks are now in use, and the value of introducing a ‘ system of lock- ! P
& ! o ing” by having suites ” of locks, each suite of locks having its distinct key opening f
, 3] . that one only, is now so obvious that it is a matter of surprise that this simple mecha- ;
| k . pical arrangement has never before found its way into the jails of this Presidency. 4
: L 3. Government are aware that there have been several escapes and attempts to N i
\F,/—— : . - _ . . escape from jail, by means of false keys L 5
H . . Escapes from the Jails st Vizagopatem and mz:ﬁs by ;(ﬁwil(::s, or by breaking the . [
4 A Coimbatore. = . S ordinary padlocks on the cells. The Police . o
. '. ‘) . - Attempts to esca-peR ﬁ‘:ﬁ‘ i:%r(;"entml Jaillsat o160 complain of the insecurity of our _
. e - . Coimbatore and Rajahmundry. - locks. When recently in England, I §
i B . o . . . . ently ngland, 1 \ o
) _consulted regarding locks and keys with the-Prison authorities and with Messrs. : .
_ B L .l ——1 L L L L o . L Chubb and Co., who supply mqst of the prisons with lopks, and I brought out the : \ .
ST )—L @ \.o JERERE above 200 padlocks as an, experiment.. In the Home Prisons there are only three N
kE q cudeiad 9 l?ub Q\,\. 4 _ ' e different sorts of locks—one for passages, one for cells, and one for food doors. ) SO
: asuu (bL:J g e I 1 . o} " Every Jail official is in possession of three keys to fit these locks; each of these keys S .
ko S 55 (, 1 L will open every lock of its kind, or ‘suite,” throughout the prisou during the day. ‘ 4 i
¢ " Weludpasdare aosds A e ‘When the prisoners are locked up for the night, these locks are double shotted, * .
: Qerdadultl. Bre - ) ?L 3 4 * through an ingenious arrangement In the mechanism, by a separate key called a |
kT R - 5 ]1 1 S master-key. These master-keys are only given to the more responsible officers of the
. ¥ qeoudce egss sralo ; 2 : prison, and it is obvious that the subordinate officials are unable to connive at breaches :
R\ AR 3 4 ' of Jail rules in this particular. On the other hand, in our Indian Jails it is no uncommon .
: > Ry 0 g ¥ i sight, and one very trying to the patience of the officials, to witness a native warder - R
x g\\g L }\ﬁ ' : Y I maki;xg ineffectus] attempts to fit a key, from a bunch containing some thirty or forty o
¥ \ . %DW@ ' -3 ge of them, into & padlock. The time thus unnecessarily consumed in *locking up ™ i
; e LITey™ "% ’s ‘ i every ew’rening and in ¢ unlocking” every morning is considerable. Moreover, when g o
¢ asauriudVANegur dud ¥ N the cellular system becomes more general, some mechanical contrivances will be . L
““'««;_*;*@*.*..*;s l\ N ey . i lt _ oo ?eq‘uired oth'er‘ than the e;xgt}ng pnmmve egp?dxents now 1@. use. Fur'thex:, the locks o
-4 &
A . ¥
} : }i ._' ; ¢ ". :
A .
. ‘ J



N ey

W et L Py TR .v”ﬂuww_‘.‘j

L 2 -~ JupictaL DEPARTMENT, 9tit FEBRUARY, 1881, No. 320. "
' MMW‘"” ~
P  supplied by the Ordnance Department are ili-adapted for prison use ; they are of such

% T

indifferent description-that new ones are frequently required, and experience has
proved that ordinary locks can be easily tampered with or broken.

| : - 4." T do not propose to introduce *“ suites of locks " into District Jails at present
: o on account of the expense, but I request the permission of Government o complete .
: ' the arrangements commenced in the Penitentiary and the Central Jails at Coimbatore . )
* Reiahmund e v " and Vellore, and to supply the remainitg i’ :
 Caanore. g:llchm°9°ly . four Central® Jails with Chubb’s padlocks B .
o ' ' o in suites as above explained, I estimate -
L the cost at about £350, exolusive of the 200 padlocks slready supplied and paid for.
~ . Money is available from the Convict Labor Fund ; and, should the scheme meet with
; ) | the approval of Government, I propose to direct Messrs. Chubb and Co. to complete

, the suites of locks with the requisite number of keys and master-keys, of which they
' ' have duplicates. - . A :

No. 51. ~ o Onn.'En THEREON, Oth Feb,ruafy 188i, No. 320.
. The proposals made in paragraph 4 are approved and éanctidned, .
2, The estimated cost (£350) will be met from the Convict Labor Fund, {
o ' . (True Extract.) ' ‘ » - ;

R. DAVIDSON, o
Chief. Secretary,

@ e g e - TG TS 2 S ey

5.

) ~To the Inspecm.r-Geneml. of Jails, : o L

” Accountant-General.
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