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_Reap—the following paper :— ,
" Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India in the Home Department

(Judicial), dated Simla, 16th, November 1881, No. 11-—1487-99 [Current’

No. 3482].

- Read—again—

Circular letter to the Local Governments and Administrations, Nos 5—388-97, dated the

18th March 1881. :

LRead also— |

The replies t(; the above circular :— ‘
Letter from the Government of Madras, No. 943, dated the 12th May 1881. .
Dombay, No. 5029, dated the 3rd August 1881.

. v 7 Bengal, No. 987 P.T., dated the 27th June 1881.
" » North-Western Provinces and Oudh, No. 434, dated the
©_ 14th April 188L.

” Punjab, No. 2085, dated the 30th May 1881.
Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, No. 1567-65, dated the 5th
May 1881.
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Dritish Burma, No. 2614-68 F., dated the 20th April

1881. ¢
Coorg, No. 217-12

. dated the 7th May 1881.

Assam, No. 537, dated the 6th May 1881,

Resident at Tydersbad, No. 182, dated the 9th May 1881. s
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: The Superintendent of Port Blair and the Nicobars an
"Convicts in the Straits Settlements having represented to the Government of India

_the desirability of relaxing the existing rule under which life-convicts sentenced to -

transportation for certain crimes* are,

d the Comptroller of .

M"Thuggee; dacoity ; robbery by administering save in exceptional bsolutely de- -
« . . . xceptional cases, absolutely de--
poisonous drugs ; other forms ‘Of organised 1 rred from all hope of release, the Local -

- erime. : Governments and Administrations were
requested to favor the Government of India with their views as to whether any

i d, if so, to what extent and subject fo what

* relaxation of the rule was possible; an
‘safeguards. The replies received disclose a
" release in any case of persons convicted of :
" by administering poisonous drugs; and the Governor-General in Coune
* this view. ‘ . )
_ In regard to dacoits there are considerable differences of opinion. While some
° authorities arc opposed to any relaxation of the existing rule, others would except
- ouly professional dacoits from the privilege of releasc, while some think that even
professional dacoits might safely be allowed to be at large after a suficiently long
term of transportation. The Governor-General in Counm} has no doubt that there
.are dacoits of the professional or hercditary type whom 1t would be dangerous to,
release under any circumstances, On the other hand, it secms unnecessary on, this

general conscnsus of opinion against the

thuggee or the cognate crime of robbery
il eoncurs in
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2 oxp Decrxser 1881, No. 2476, JUDICIAL.
account to prescribe the whole class of criminals convicted of what is technically

termed dacoity. His Excellency in Council attaches considerable importance to the
view urged by the authoritics in’ charge of the penal settlements, viz., that to deprive
a large class of criminals of all hope of ultimate pardon is likely to lead to serious
difficulties in the administration of the settlements, and he believes that under certain
safeguards ¢ dacoits” may unobjectionably be released save in the exceptional cases
above referred to. It docs mot, however, appear right that it chould lie with the
Settlement authorities to determine whether a prisonc:; falls within the category ©
those professional dacoits whom it might be dangerous to release. The Settlement
aut}lontles should look merely to the conduct of tbhe so-called ¢ dacoit” while under
their charge and be guided in their recommendations by facts within their knowledge:
It is for Government to decide whether those recommendations can properiy be
complied with.

2. 1In accordance with the above view, the Governor-General in Council 18
pleased to autherise the officers in charge of penal settlements to recommen
release of any life-convict sentenced for dacoity, after twenty-five years of transporta~
tioa in the case of a convict at the Andamans, and after thirty years in the case of &
convict in British Burma and the Straits Settlements, provided that the comﬂ.ct on
whose behalf such a recommendation is made is considered to have earncd 2 claim 10

the indulgence by a sustained course of good conduct in transportation.

. 9f t_he ;eqommendatlon by the Government of India, the Local Government,
]unsdxctloq the convict was transported, will be asked to report whether he belong®
t°“YPmm“Pmlmm&ormmkmmnmbeammMmq(hmn;ﬂmxmamrwy
members of his family, or any of their connections, are living ; and, if 50, bow
are employed ; and, gencrally, whether release can safely bo tg’;rautcd coudition‘dny on
police surveillance and residence in a place to be assigned Ly the Local Governmers
In the event of the report being conmsidered favorable, release will be sanctione
¢ubject to the foregoing or such further conditions, if zu’ly, as the Locul Goverome?

goncerned may think fit to sugges . e Gove
General i Cguncil, gaest, and as may commend themselves to the

3. nthe case of life-convicts u ; ay bave
) nder sentence for dacoity whoso health may = o
l}').x;gken. dlf‘ﬁn at the penal scttlements, it will be within the cyompetence of the aufﬂtl 0

ities in charge ofifhe settlements to recommend release before tho Cxl"r}é?ncwl

. 1;: rg;ds S.II)CCi.ﬁCd itthe preecding paragraph. In these cases the GovernoI ™" " yat
i~ I;nm W'llll' be [Acpared to consider the question of releasing them, Prov? ¢ o
¢ 18 no valid objection to this, and that they have fricnds or rclatives who 2T

4. Th : Sh e
t0 prisonerse C(?rfefrts (;IOW given with reference to dacoits may be nuggee ©
cted of any other class of organised crime, not Leibg thug

- -Tobbery by administering drugs.

Order— .
., . ) and
Ordered, that this Resolution be communicated to the Local Govemment?n for

Administrations noted OB the m g ner
Chief Commi¥i® g

Mo,dms. C(ntml P . . .
Jomb rovicees.  information; to the LIS ‘on
}})321,?;3' 9\00’8- of British ,Burma for mf(zrmﬂtr;ent for
N.-W.D. and Oudh n"ﬁ’“’b 1 guidance ; to the Foreigh Depat.  nden
Punjab. n| Tyderbad information ; and to the “«Ps jor infor”

of Port Blair and the Nicobar

mation and guidance.

(True Extract.)
. -eNZIE .
(Sigued) A. MACl\?}‘{ZIO/’[mMo

' Oy, Secy. to the Gort
- Jo the Secretary to the Government of Madras. L
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Ogrprr—dated 2nd December 1881, No. 2476, Judicial.

(fommunicated to the Inspectors-General of Police and Jails with reference to
G.0., 12th May 1881, No. 942. .

9. In order that the requisite information may be available in the event of
Government being hereafter required to furnish the report referred to in paragraph 2
of the foregoing letter when the release of a life-convict, sentenced for dacoity or
similar erime, is recommended to the Governor-General in Council, the Honorable the
Judges of the High Court will be requested to direct all Session Judges, in modifica-
tion of the standing order regulating the destruction of calendars, to preserve copies
in all cases where sentences of transportation for life have been passed on convicts of
the classes specified.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Hon’ble the Judges of the High Court, with covering letter,
,» Inspector-General of Police.
. Inspector-Geneml of Jails.

Exd. T. O’Connor
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Life-Convicts.

Telaxation of th-e rule under which life-convicts
sentenced to transportation for certain crimes aro
debarred from all hope of releasc.
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Reap again—
the 18th March 1551,

Read also—

»

i The replies to the above circular :m= i
LT Letter from the Government of Madris, No,
e » » Bomhay, &

N o3 ,', Benzal, No
North-Wes
11tk
»” ‘,, "Punjab, No
Chicf Commissioner of the
My
5 » Britist

Issl.

» »s Coorg_,

» »

. . Assun
" Resident at Iyderabad, No
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RESOLU

- «
Tue Superintendent of Port Hlair ad
of Convicts in the Straits Scttlements hi
of India the desirability of relaxing the'

* Thnguee: dacoity; mhb'ery by administering Tin

poisonsus driges ; other forms of organised crime. | tuil’

* - absolutely debarred from all hope of

Administrations were requested to fave

g o views as to whether any relixation of tF
~ extent and subjeet to what safeguards. 4 e replivs received disclose a general
: consensus of opinion against the release ) any case of persons convicted of .

ool
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Extract from the Proccedinzs of the Governfent qf/_ ndia in the IIome Department
(Judicial),—under date Simla, the /’:’f November 1581.

PR .

Circular letter to the Loeal Gavernments md Administrations, Nos. §—~338.97, dated

At

{ dated the 12th Masche1831. -

3, dated the 3rd August 1831, 7

2.1, dated the 27th June 1581,
‘rovinees and Oudh, No. 43 , dated the
RELIN

f, dated the 30th May 1881.
sral Provinees, No. 1367-65, dated the Hth
verma, No. 2614-68T., dated the 20th April

» 21712, dated the 7th May 18S1.
. 537, dated the 6th May 1381,
", dated the 8tk May 1851,
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_ thuggec or the cognate erime of rohbery by administering poisonous drugs;
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and the Goveruor General in Council coz urs in this view. :

In regard to dacoits there are consider yble dilfercnces of opinion. Whil
some authoritics are opposed to any rof xation of tho existing rule, others

would except only professional dacoits :om the privilege -of release, while
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some think that even professional dacoits night safely be allowed to be at large

after a sufiiciently long term of transp

type whom it would be dangerous to rele

. class of criminals convieted of what
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o 1In accordance with the above view, the Governor General in Council’

is pleased toauthorise the officers in erarce of
s orise oflicer narg pe_nal settlements to nd-
iy T e A R s
of n convict i ac Aie Adamnans, and a ter 30 yvears in the case’
of u co m)lcfv;lx(x) f?g:&f Burlnn {11‘)(1 tae Straits Settlements, }1;1'0vid(~d that the
earned a clai ) \If such a recon nendaticn is made is considered to ha o
ed a claim to the indulgence by austained corse of good cond i {rams-
fﬁé‘}f&"’iﬁi GQH receipt of the recomm:ndation by xhe G<§~er§§’£§>§§ t;? ;:(ﬁ;
the hf L thexnm«:nt. fr(?m whose urisdiction the convict was transpo -te(i
: i asked to report whether he belonged to any professional o
t\.ﬂs.known to be a lx-ereditary dacdt; also whether 1an ssloma s SunS e
family, or any of their connections are livinﬂ-‘ and ify m(imbcrs o e
cmplo).fcd; and,. gencrally, whether ¢ etse can saa’fely be (*x‘zjo’t dmw ey ally
on police surveillance and residence na place to be a<<?f'n2deb ('ondmonnllji
G?\’crnment., 1n the event of ther wort being considerc.-‘cbl Tav y tho e
will be sanctioned subject to the foi toing % o L}MP’ rolease,
j ¢ fo1 toing or such further conditions, if ‘
as the Local Government concernc¢ may think fit to suggest 1 e a5 Y
commend themselves to the Govern¢ General in Council suggest, and s may
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9. In the case of life-convict? ~ader sentence . :
may have broken down at the penal ';cttlcmcnfs,cibt {?"E‘Hdi%mt\zitl‘xv' hogtrl} health,
otonce of the authorities in charge ! the scttlements to recomnl1n lle f‘)m-’
Jefore the expiry of the periods s eified in_ the preceding mm(in(‘ l{f Calsﬁ

.. - these cascs the Governor General in ouncil will he prcpam(f t(l) 50;11‘411{ : the
question of rcleasing them, providi rthat there is no valid ob'ectirjxlxtteg thil*?5

and that they bave friends or relativ 4 wlio are able and willing to sup Jort:

] them. T ° SErL ;
h 1. The orders now given Wwi {reference to dacoits may Do held to appl ¥

to prisoners convicted of any other s of orzanised crime, not being thuggee
]

or robbery by administering drugs. : ;
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Onprr—Ordered, that this , ssolution be communicated to the Local

Goyernicnts and Administrations ed on the margin for information ; te
v + {he Chicf Commissioner of British Burma

Madras. Central Provinces. s . _ :
Bomlay. i Coor:. for information and guidance; to the
Reunut. 531 8 -y . 3 . ! . )
U, and Oudh. g Hydesotad: oreign Depart_mcnt for 111f§>xmat101\.,‘
Fanjub- l .and to the Superintendent of Port Blair

and the Nicobars for information ax ; guidance.
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