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; : obtain as many copies as it requires from the Statioaery Office. v’
. R ' - M ’
| No—Z77
§ .)hdrl.l. Central Provinces, / Cory: forwarded to the Local ¢ ‘- =
) . Bombay. Britirh Burmia Governnents and Administrations sr s
i e B etern Tro | bl marginally noted for information _ L
KIS vioces and Oudh, | Iyderabad - and for such action as may be :
S Punjab. £ cet
| - decmed necessary. ! -
e By Order of the Governor General of India in Council,
o IloMEe, REV. & AGRI. DEPT.,
JuDICIAL, . , |
;. Forr WILLLAY; . (e Al.
L N . ) i
VAR The /% January 1881 | A
. § Under Secretary to the Govt. of India.
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. t Lorlon, the 4th November 15880.
Judiecial. .
No. 30,  __—— "

To His Excelloncy the Most Honourable the tOVERNOR GENERAL' of
India in Counoil.

My Lorp MarQUis,—I forward heravith for the information

cf your Government, and for such attenion as you may consider it
“deserves copy of a letter® from the

Colonial Office, with 25 copies of
its enclosed memorandum upon the exccuion of prisoners by hang-
ing with a long drop. .

2. I would sugzest to Your Exceltney in Council that the
memorandum bo communicated to the vrious Local Governments
in India.

® 11th October 1830.

T have th: honour to be,
My Lo MARQUIS,
Your Lordship’s masfcbcdient, hiumble Servant,

ILARTINGTON.

~
Datod Downing Street, London, the 1.th October 1830.

From—R. IL. MEeave, Esq. .
To—1Ier Majeaty’s UxpER Secarrahy or Stats for India.

I ax directed by the Earl of Kimberley to transmit to jou s copy of a
® June 1850, per* wheh has beon drawn up 10 this

spartineri upon hanging. »

2. The paper was compiled for the informatin of Colonial Governments by
direction of the Secretary of Stale in consequence +f hia attention having been
drawn to certain cascs in the eolonie where, tiough adherence to burbarous
usages, or from carelessncss and ignorance, exveutims had been the cecasions of
very revolting epeclacles. : ‘ :

8. The memorandum was in great part tuken down from the lips of Willium
Marwood, of Ilorncastle, tue usual publie Executiover, and use was made of certain
reports and memoranda supplied by the Hemeo Offics, but that Department is in no
way responsible for the paper itself. . :

4. It has occurred to Lord Kimberley tlat ibly the Marquis of
Ilartington might think it well to communicate copies of the memoranda to - the
Government of India.

5. The type of the memoerandum is still standing, and the India Office can
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. with by the friends of the prisoner.

“be supplied by tho Secretary of State on application.

* trap-doors of the drop should be so placed that the executioner can get at it

" gomewhat longer drop than the normal one of eizht feet.  Tho object of thus - o
. testing the rope is not only to prevent the possibility of those shocking |

" neck, or nervous shock. A man of 10 stone and under requires a drop of

-weight over 10 stone. If the man's neck and shoulders are very hard and

Memorandum upon the ‘Execution of Prisoners by
Hanging with a long Drop.

. The law or custom of cach particular colony may to_some extent define Interval between
the interval between sentence and execution. In the United Kingdom the senience aud
execution takes place on the first Monday after the intervention of three T*7!*™
Sundays from tho day on which sentence is passed.

As soon as the date is fixed, the sheriff or governor of the prison should Conrict o be in-

. . formed of date of
inform the prisoner of the fact. executio‘il. °°

_]iiliecutions in the United Kingdom tako plice usually at the hour of Ifour of execution.
eight a.m. o S : ' - .‘

The ecxccutioner should be a trustworthy. and_intelligent person, and on The executioner.
the first occasion of his employment caro should; be taken to asceriain that

he knows fully and accurately what lie has to do, and in what order he is

to do the several acts which constitute his daty. e should, when practicable,

be lodged in the prison or under close supervision, from the Saturday preceding -

the Monday of execution, so a3 to obviate the chance of his being tampered

Tarly on the morning of execution, the executioner should try the ap- The spparstus to
paratus and rope to ascertain that all is in good working order. The drop, &o. be tested.
should then be locked u until the return of thie cxecutioner with tho convict, '
the key being kept by the chicf warder. S _ . ,

No description is bere given of the gallows ani drop, as it 1s assumed that The gallows
in most cases the colonial authorities understand how they should be con-
structed. If they have any doubt about the matter, working drawings will

1t should, however, be observed that the pulilc executioner (with whose The trap or drop.
assistance this Memorandum has been compi ed) attaches much importance - i
to having a trap in two pieces dividing in the mddle when the bolt is with-

drawn, as by tYliS arrapgement the man falls quite straight down and his

neck is more surely broken ; -whereas & single trap with hinges at the side

or back gives the convict a direction 1n his fall, which diminishes the jerk | L
at the end, and is therefore less offective in breaking his neck. The public . . -
exccutioner considers it very important that the lever for letting down the
without losing sight of the convict, who otherwiss might shift his position. .
" The rope should be strong, and should be well tested with weights much Tbe rope.
greater than those of any man who 18 likely to Ve hanged on it, and witha '

accidents which sometimes occur at exccutions, but to take from the rops
anv kink or elasticity which it would bave when new. ' : '
.*}‘he ropes supplied for cxccutions in this country by the authoritics of
Ter Majesty’s. Gaol of Newgate have a smooth metal eye surrounded by
two strands of rope—an arrangement which has many advantages. ‘

All ropes should be kept dry and..n good order, and in tropical climates

. they should not be used if they have been long in store without being - o

ceverely tested afresh,  Supplies of ropes with metal eyes can be obtained. . . T
from Newgate through the Crown Agents , . A

" Death by hanging with a long drop ought to result from dislocation of the Thelength of drop. :
8 feet, n heavier man requires a slightly lesser drop in proportion to his
l\l:;]isgclllltlfm he should have an extra fOfot or 50 beyond the nomml drop of ia - L
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