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Justice, for. 1881, and stating that the thirty copiq Fwill follow on the 10th instant.
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) GOVERNMENT GF MADRAS. -

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :— - P A LW _ ‘
From T. WEIR, Esq., Registrar of the Iligh Court of Judicature at Madras,
Appellate Side, to the Chief Se; stary to Government, dated Madras,

8th November 1882, No. 2664, - < .

' ABstRacT.—Forwarding ten copies of ‘thq: ]Egh Court Administration Report, Criminal

RN B
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- OrpEr—dated 21st November 1882, No. l{ GQ’ Judicial. o

This Report on ¢ Criminal Justice  fi 31881 has been much delayed ; the forms

_erc new, aid some difficulty experiencedlg ? District Officers in apprehending them
‘has contributed to their tardy submission. : £ . -

9, e CoURT— Original Jurisdicli {.~—The Sessions occupied thirty days as

against thirteen days in 1880; there beid 760 committals against 28, Four cases

_ (European British subjccts) were sent up by McFfussil Courts; the rest by the Presidency
- Magistrates and the Coroner of Madras. Of- these, 8 cases were withdrawa with the

permission of the Court, and in one case the a¢ used was discharged without {rial by the

~Coaurt itself. . In the cases tried, 16 persons wero acquitted, 61 convicted. ~Of the 29

persons charged with theft, as many as 23 were old offenders, all but one having been

- eonvicted at least twice; in the case of 4 persions indeed there were 7 previous convie-

tions. It is obscrved that under Seetion 8§43 of the new Code of €riminal Procedure
any person, pyeviously convicted of an offnce against property, the coinage or the
stamp law, who is again accused of a secons; offence “shall ordinarily, if the Magis-
trate considers him an habitual offender, he committed to the Court of Session, or the
High Court, as the case may be.f’ At prese at the Magistracy too often content them- -
selves with passing a slight punishment the; selves en & second or third conviction of
theft. - : . S
Hi1en Covrt—d4ppellate Jurisdiction.—2 ppeals He to the High Court from 25
Courts of ‘Ression and, as to some cases,” from 4 Presidency Magistrates, The
average numher of appeals preferred from each district outside Madras during 1881
was 23, or dbeut 2 a-mouth.  The total nwiaber filed was 481 (including 6 appeals
preferred by the Government from judgmenis of acquittal) ; showing decrease of 282
and 71 respectively as compared with the two preceding years. The file would have
becn considerably less heavy, but that 81 apjseals were received in connection with the
convictions arising out of the late disturbances iu the Geddvari and Vizagapatam Districts.
The appeals summarily rejected bear'a pere’ntage of 21:33 to the total; convictions
affirmed, 47°75 ; modified, 22-50; reversed 59. Turning to the High Court’s functions

as a Court of Superintendence, Reference anil Revision, it appears that the cases of the
104 persons sentenced to death subject to the Eigh Court’s confirmation were dealt with

as follows: viz., confirmed 73, commuted to tr nsportation forlife 18, to imprisenment 17

‘new trial ordered 13 reversed 11.  Of the 1 Ycrsals, 3 were Bellary cases, 5 Goddvarl.

Secondly, 323 cases were réferred to the F'_J Court from District Magistrates and
Session Courts, and 514 dispesed of; the proceedings being quashed in 163 cases,

-modified in 75, and not interfered with in 6. Thirdly, the Court dealt in Revisiqn .
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with numerous cases coming before it in other ways.
5,621 judgments in trials and appeals
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heard before

Fourthly, the J udges perused
Session Courts and First-class °

1

Magistrates ; in 159 cases the records ‘were called for, butin 62 cases only was the !

sentence interfered with. Comparing five

1881 wWas larger than that for any year, except 1880.

. 8- Presmexcy MAGISTRATES

Corrms.—The statisties of these Courts are

The file numbered 27,160 cases,
Summary Trial ; and 9127 of the accused

now
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years’ Criminal work, that presented in -

but as many as 95'94 were disposcd of; on

were convicted. The latter high percerttage, ‘it is remarked, ¢ ig probably due, to
5 large number of prosecutions for Municipsl offences.” In 96-41 of the convictions, the .
*.. sentence was fine only. . The percentage flogged was 1-04, and 174 out of 318 prisoners

. " subjected to this punishment were juvcaile offenders.
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-+ ¢ for the numerous cays mentioned in'#y,
; can bo fairly computed as devalind to magisterial
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4. CoUrrts IN THE INTERIOR— I[euds of Villages.—Here the returns, which are

_‘admitted to be incomplete, show 13,698
in 1881." The High Court advocate an
trate to various petty offences not now -
Tie considercd in connection with the pro.art now
jurisdiction of the Village Muusif. Fop
5 _-7% (&) ReGULAR Covrrs.—Excluding
- " yyas 144,706, affecting
Session Courts was_1:00; by District

o

278,439 persct.

- ‘
. ?lage Courts, the total filo
ptho percentuge of cases disposed of by the :

fagistrutes 0°19;

Nnases, affecting 20,400 persons, as disposed of:

«xtension of the powers of the Village Magis-
‘braced in kis jurisdiction.

before Government

The subject will -«
for increasing the- .’

of cases for ‘1881\
‘by Divisional and Taluk o

Officors 87-38 5 by 3 few Bpecial Magh  ites, generally officers of the Marine Depart-

‘ment &t seaports, 1-11; an
return ghows that but few cas
which are now dding
ant towns in 1872. It will
extended. No less than 22°

Trial,” a procedure first introduced by*
114,409, are considerably
As to the sentences, fines represent &% i per cent,
simple imprisonment, 230 _
3 787 of thhse so punished being
ping: was awarded as an additional punishment,

convictions,

whipping, 1-94, a3 many a

besides

go woll, were csts”

238 cases.in which whip

d by Dene
es remained
ghe
be conside ?.
48 per cent &

now wh

3 of Magistrates, 19:32,
'§ hand at the end 0

The ‘disposal” =~

f the year. The Benches, ’ 4

d by Government in all the more import-

b Code -of Crimizal Procedure,
cre numerous, than the average, :
: ; rigorous imprisonment, 13-11;
transport! don for life, 0-09 ;. ditto for a term,

ether the. systom can’ be farther ;-
the cases were disposed of on “ Summary

1872, The .
109,824,
0:04;
juveniles ; there were

jmprisonment, 15,950 .

on a sec

ond or later conviction.w Of the 17,575 sentenced to

were imprisoned for varying torms ot exceeding 6 months; 23

The

Distriet Magistrates

only for terms beyond

7 years; the average fine

imposed - was ~about 41 rupees.

exercised their powers toa very LEmifad extent, though

against last year. The special aftenti *
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how certain officers doing very litble

:ém*t

. .

‘of the High Court is

for 1881 ; it i

;iminal work claim
1y cases.

Some directions laying

showing - en  improvement )
called {0 tho returns on
s imypossible to understand
to have sat as Magistrates . -
down when

A

i
& aay

Turninz to the Courts of Session, it

wrork appear to

be desirable.

app oats they received

2791 persons ; the corresponding fguyes for 1880 being 1,628.8

-

for trial 1,114 cases Wffecting

pd 3,437, * Fourteen

Courts

pd maorg than

100 pergous ¢
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nearly every other

“ourt more than 50,7 .

Cases tried by jury
the prisoner's confession, ot

Court. Tho jery system prevails in ¢iahit Courts only, an

pumbered 178, 1y,

‘withdrawa by
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e Public Prosecutor with the sssent of the
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