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' Buperintendent of Port Blair and the
reporting the arrival at the Settlement on the 8rd and 4th ultimo of two batches of

able-bodied convicts and goxi_vict.i over eighteen years °f age being !
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| GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. . '
. JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.
. 20th January 1881, No. 108.
SR . Convicts—Port Blair,

No.76.  From the Honorable 0. GRANT, Offciating Secretary to the Government of

India, 'Home, Revenue, and Agricultural Department, to the Secretary to the
.+ Government of Madras, dated Fort William, 14tk December 1880, No. 428.

T am directed to forward the accompanying copy of a letter from the Officiating
I‘?iooﬁf, No. 780, dated the 15th ultimo,

conviets from Calcutta and Madras, .
2. With reference to the remark of the Buperintendent that notice was not
o e - received by him of the despatch of the
TOJ glovernment of Madras, No. 178, dated 6th  Madras convicts until eleven days after
y 1877. - . . . their arrival at Port Blair, I am to invite

) ~y i ‘
From Government of Madras, No. lﬁ. 3, dated attention to the correspondence margin- .

~ Tth August . v s
‘ e ally noted, and to say that it is most

Decessary that timely notice ah;)ﬁld be sent of the despatch of oconvicts to the Bettle-
ment, a8 serious inconvenience attended with some risk is
unexpeoted arrival at Port Blair of a large number of convicts.

8. As regards convicts Madadu, Muthiga Bin Changadoo, and Tukksjee, who

are reported by Colonel Cadell to be unfit for hard labor on acoount of stifl elbow .

joint or advmced ege, and convicts Perumal and SBeewan who are entered in their
® Home, Reven

descriptive rolls "as seventeen years of

oultural Department age, 1 am to say that they should not

! A u;i and
Resolution, No. 1—60 to 71, the 8th }3ve been sent in contravention of stand-

Depar ing orders® on the subject and to express

o o 1 ]
ome Department Ciroular, No. 5—188}0. a hope that those orders will in future be

102, dated the
92, ¢ 22nd April 1875. strictly. observed, none but healthy and

to Port
Blair )

" Encmmn No{.l.‘- R

~ From Lieutenant-Colonel T. OADELL, Oficiating Ohief Commissioner and Superintendent of

Andaman and Nicobar Isla to the Sacrotary to the Government of India, Home
) %ﬁve'rlnué, -and ‘i?riculturalids’Depuh:ent, d.stg Part Blair, 15th November 1880,
0. 780, . g TS )

. . . . . . .ok . » " E » .
I have the honor to report the arrival at this Settlement on the 3rd and 4th instant of 124

oonvicts (113 males and 11 fomales) 8.8. Batara from Caloutta and 70 oonvicts (66 males
‘nd“emﬂleﬂ)perSB.,Ada'h-omeﬁ; e - ‘ ' o

2. Copies of the reports of the Settlement Officer uppomted to the duty of inspecting them -

on arrival are herewith appended for information. ,
1
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' 3 ‘When the Committee appointed to examine the newly-a.n-ivbd convicts assembled, four

days after their arrival there were nine of the number in hospital and seven more were sent to.

i Committee. The Committee, however, report that the convicts are strong and

l]; ;ltadl)x{dtf;pear to be likely to stand the climate, with the exception of Madras convicts

Madadu, No. 275-B of the Bellary District, and Muthiga Bin C 00, No. 820-B -of

North Arcot, who are each to have a stiff elbo"ﬁ)emt&ndmunﬁt for hard extra-

mural labor, and also convict Tukksjee, No. 280-B of the Bellary

as forty-five in his descriptive roll, but has the tppl;o:mnoe of being over flity years of age. -

o convicts marginally named, who have been sont from Madras and whose ages

. 4. Thetw R  )' " are entered in their descriptive rolls as 17 and

. Perumal, Noila;ﬂéﬁ-}m of the Ouddalore Disrict. .. who do not look older, have heen deported in

. Beowan, No. 31Z-B, J == -~ oontravention of the orders of the Government

- of Indis oolivvayed in Home Depé.ftment”No. 5—188-192, dated the 22nd April 1875, = -

5. I would take this opportunity of bringing to the notios of the Government of Indis

that the only intimation received by me. officially of the'despatch of the Madras convicts was -

{ - . % which has only reached -

" me this day, eleven days after the arrival of the conviota. A reference to the time-table would
" have shown that by no possibility could the telegram have reached sooner. . A

contained in s telegram from the Superintendent of Prisons,

The batch of conviots from Madras arrived the day after that from Calsutta and before the
could be distributed. Had I not, by @ mere chance, heard from a private source that
'ln.tter or with convicts was coming from 12;,? ras, oqudgrablo Inconvenience might have been
ltB. . . - '.zl,\ ‘ ) - . .' A . . -
. @. The inconvenience ¢aused by sending batches of convicts from Madras without notice
. . » o _ was represonted to the QGovernment of Indis

|- No.183,datsd ﬁa’ May 1877. by my predecessor in the letters entered in the

» :60;. ~ 7th dopt. 1878 _margin, and the matter was brought to the

< 887y w _ notice of. the Government of Madras in your

~

offioo lotters, Nos. 178 and 202, dated respootively the 6th July 1877 and 5th November 1878, © |

“ —

o N, HOMFRAY, Faq., Officer in charge, Ross Tsland, to the Chiof Commissioner,
' me.J NAEda.m.an and Nico dated Ross ﬁ:'nd, 4th November 1880, No. 239, - onere

. econviets

e L the amival st Port Blair on this day’s date of 124® native
Iln.vo t}}‘g,‘};gl‘lprvtq “‘P""t e per B.8. Satara in charge of Mr.

';H.llﬂ ',: _‘.':A::__u‘ R DT "u"?'?', li: Iwr HOdg“ fromﬂalau.tta.. : o
 Fomales o.0 o er T e e e e R A |

1

SR R for the'landing of the convicts.
- 3',-‘Ivinmedthemonboa.rd;no complaints were preferred by any of them. -
" 4. The ship was clean and in good order and her socommodation well adapted for the

. purpose. The arrangement for the latrine and cooking sppeared to be good.

h to state that eix bags of clothing brought down by theeo conviots, the
propgrty {;ll:;gi?; toofﬁgm, wes made over to me to be disposed of in the usual manner.

: 8. The Harbour Master reports the following moasurement of the space allotted to the
- conviots and guards :(— - | -
ot ‘or ‘l-a “g:o“-‘ -s 4‘6’ X 26’ x 7'
, gmffgrrm-. . > e ' ~lyc ’ 'if .. 15’ . X 16’ X - ] ?l.
. '. ,‘HOLLFBAY Omoermohn.rge, Bou.Inland,' to the Chief Commissioner,
From J Iinu:la.m-ﬂ.n and "N];]ﬂ;’an (through the Officer in charge Bouthern Division), dated
Roes Island, 4th November 1880, No. 240. ' . . .
T hay to the arrival at Port Blair on this day’s dato of seventy® nati
I have the h@“ l"’PO""' 7% 44 -cODYVicts per B.8. Asia in o !z;e:zyAmtgll]:

®Maloes - .. ¢ - cary from Madmlmthadetaohment,

v R £ 4

» " g Tproosedod on board and arranged for the landing of the conviots, . -

m .

- "4, The ship was clean and in

e 3_1-Iin,pootadthem0nbocrd:nooomplnint.awére‘pref‘er@dby any of them.

R order and her sooommodation well a-dapted for the
5. L havo the honor to state that the clothing; &, brought down by thees convicts, the
of m the usual manner, .o

i - L el
Be o o . . . Lo

! ! o S R . N
R . - P ot R i R
. . : .

. ot e . . ) e T
g ' K . B - B
. N s

edonboe.rdsnd'l.mngsd.

[T

[RRI DI WL ST

District, whose age is given -

AT

[ VDS

SR

'No.7T6. -

’ .7 Jupreny Dnm'r, 20TH Jasuary 1881, No. 108, L S

-

6. The Hﬁ.xlbo.u:r Master reportl the following »niea.sr‘lrement of the spaoce allotted to th’,
omide s e
o2 x 2 x T

Bpaoe for conviots - e 120 x' 26 . x »7'._.'*

Bpaoe for guards .. v .. o 4a

. From Lieutenant-Colonel - T. E. TENNANT, Inspector-General of Jaild,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 8th January 1881, No, 2.

* W
-

. " forward the explanation from the Super-
to the _intendent of Prisons for the Town of

- . 1880, with enclosure.: . :

5 Lette : .~ lating the transportation of convicts to -
, r from the Superintendent of . Prisons, . ,
. Town of Madras, dated 7th January 1881, iPort Blair are most ocarefull yfjob&erve_d
. No. 14, wﬂ:h" enoclosure. :

in this Presidency. = . °'
9. Convicts . under ° sentence - of

- transportation are, in the first laoe, examined by Committees composed of a Magis-

terial and a Medical Officer and are held at the jail in which the prisoners happened

to be confined. Buch convicts as are pronounced fit for deportation are then trans- |
- ferred by the Inspector-General of Jails to Madrus. They are generally kept some
litle time under medical observation at Madras. Prior to embarkation they are

: m})jected to a careful examination by a Presidency Committee with a view of ascer-

. authorities at Port Blair. . : ;
respectfully submit that there are no grounds for the allegation that theso convicts
have been (_ieported f_rom M.a.dras 1n oontravention of standing Qrders.‘ : SR

taining if they fulfil the prescribed conditions or are, by reason of age or other bodily

. infirmities, disqualified for transportation. Any convict found not to fulfil the pre- - -
- soribed conditions is rejected and sent back to the Provincial Jail. Tam not aware
- what further precautions can be taken by the Madras Prison authorities. . y
8. +From the explanation afforded by the~Superintendent of Prisons and the
| Medical Officer of the Penitentiary, it appears that the convicts who are reported by

the Superintendent of Port Blair es having stiff elbow joints underwent a careful

examination eBrior to their embarkation, and that the bodily infirmities described by

Colonel Cadell were not discovered by either the medical officers up-country or the

Presidency Committee at Madras. = One of the tests applied was the lifting by sheer -
strength of the ‘arms a square stone weighing 125 lb., and ' the _oonncts performedr :
‘this feat successtully without the fact of the stiff elbow being noticed.

4. With rogard to the objections raised on account of ege, the Medical Officers
in this Presidency considered that the two convicts were above eighteen years old and
that convict
Cadell, however, i3 of opinion that the two convicts are seventeén years of age and that
convict Tukkajee is over fifty years of age. - o o

5. In the matter of age with natives thero always exists doubt, but I submit’

that the Medical Officers and Prison authorities of this Presidency, who consider-

able experience in regard to the fphyaique and general condition of the natives of -

Southern - India, are as bl forming a correct opinion on these points as the
T 08%‘; aemgstuﬁe hasgl:een made,Pwe can but regret it, but I

' Vo

L " Exctowvss No.1.

) | . Rt coh : [IPRY e VTR ,,v.?* R | : ‘
I:rom W A‘ SYMONDS, Eaq., Superintendent” of Prisons for the Town of Madras, to ‘tho o

Inspector-General Jails, datod Madyas, 7th January 1881, No. 14.

+

* ‘With reference to your.

report on paragraphs 2 and 3 of letter No. 428 from the Government of Indis regarding matters

oonnected with the batch of oconviots d tohed to Port Blair from Madras on the 27th Octobar -

last, I have the honor to inform you owing to the difficulty in finding & sufficient number

- of trlnlport 90nviots to make up s Moh for Port Blair qualified under existing rules for deporta-

, »In.!revtuming'thé'coﬁegpondence noted in the margin, I have the honor to
" Latter from the Offiating Soerot
- Government of India, dated 14th December Mgdrag and to remark that the rules regu-

ajee was not more than forty-five years of age. . Lieutenant-Colonel -

memorl.ndum, No. %270, dated 27th December 1880, calling for s B
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tion, ancertainty was experienced as to whether & draft would be deepatched or not, and it
was nmtntil the 23rd of that the last available party reached from the 3ofu.mﬂ,

" aod after the Committee had eat on the 24th idem it was found that a total of 70 conviois

. only were available instead of 125 as ordered. - It was thus clearly too late to communicate with

. . the guthorities at Port Blair by letter, as no steamer ex t the Asia, which veesal was to sail on
. the 27th, was bound for that port. 1, therefore, deepatched a telogram on the day the convicts

" embarked, and I certainly was under the impresamon that a telegram was a sufficient and effectual
manner of communicating the d e of the convicts in this instance as it was found to be on
former oocasions ; why the telegram was 50 long in reaching Port Blair I cannot say. :

o 2. With reference to ph 38 of the letter above referred to, I to state that '
convicts from the Bollary J}all said to have stiff elbow joints were in the Il”ggltenhary for fm
days previous to the assembling of the Final Committee; that during that time they made no
complaint of any ailment ; they were carefully examined by the Medical Officer before the assem- °
bling of the Committes, and when passin the Final Committee they underwent a savere tost,
5.0, Tifting & square etone weighing 125 1b. direct from the grounc{bylheer strength of the
arms ; that they performed this feat successfully and that these convicts passed all theee examin-
ations and tests without bringing the fact of the stifl elbows to notioe ; and that they must have

ing the stift w joints from the Looal Committee at Bellary must be taken -

* guooeeded in conoealing
;21- granted, or they would not have been despatched to Madras. -

.. 8." Henoe it must be inferred that these convicts are either feigning the Lisoamn. rre {1, ’
- :ﬁﬂelbowfnwerooontmotedontheyoyage..ﬂw - g d"ﬁ“ﬁ,ort]n.tth. :
4, Convict Tukkajee of the Bellary Distriot appeared o be of good physi : i
the age of forty-five and-quite fit for hard labor when passing the mmﬂggfq““ and ‘?Oft.vlbo.n .
.8, * Convicts Perumal and Seewan of the Cuddalore Jail wers espocially noted b -
Committee, who unanimously agreed, that the convicts were eighteen years of !-ge{n- thrgm |

. decidedly not under. They have a youthful appearance, but a careful examination left no doubt
" about their being eighteen years of age and quite capable of performing & man’s work.  The
Cuddalore Looal Committee must have held the same opinion. I attach the Medical Qfficer’s |
professional report on the subject of the above conviots. The entry of seventeen years as the

of these two convicts was oopied from the roll received from Cuddalore and by an oversight
was not altered here. IR - L : '.‘”v‘lg‘ at
8. .'Vﬂthraﬁ:la.rdtogivhlgnoﬁoetothenuth_oriﬁel at Port Blair, I wish to imy :
you that T am at times careful to communicate with them 20 soon as I am oertainolfm enu&ﬁ?'
of convicts to be deepatohad. " The preoemf._ oocasion Yu exceptional, a.ng_thﬁ delay oould not be

avoided, ~ - _ ‘ v SR

: ¥ _: vbexcx‘,osm.mNo.zvﬂw' o -
' From Burgeon-Mejor 8. B. HUNT, in- Medical Charge, Her Mujosty’s Penitentisry, to th

‘ Buperi tezadent of Prisons "for the Town O;rgzxa.d.nu, datad S0tk D, °
'180,N0-31. . - L B 1 . *
 With reference to memorandum, dated 27th instant, from “the Inspector-General of J
1 have the honor to inform you that 1 carefully .examined the two convicts said to bc:, un.g; j

. eighteen years of ige,mdthatIfeltperfeo@ldy satiafled from their appearanoe that they were above
 fhat The man said to be over sge did not seem to me, after careful examination, to be |
. me forty-five years of aga. Thqaethreemenhftedmth eass & stone weighing 125 1b.
' in the noe of the Committee of which: I was & member, and we were all ectlyg tisflod

.. \with their fitness for deportation and their capability of performing hard labor. The tw
\.- ' ~-‘f‘whommidtohavostiﬂelbowt,uwmuommmﬁmaoommimmedthoogz
I R T "eighingl%lb.,‘whiohthayoouldno;hnve_donehadthey e:redfromulﬁﬁelbowjoint.t
S i thetime. oo A A nt
S e Ibegtobringto.yomreooﬂeoﬁonthate.veryopnvict.,ntfmmthi‘toPortB S .
A funyanWyexammedbymetndthatheulgunmnbym'hmhomuﬁ;oma:

5

- - No; M. © OzpEe_ THEREON, 20th January 1881, No. 108,
. Ordered that the following reply be sent, '
' | -~ (True Extract) S
! D o o R. DAVIDSON,
Exd. J. W. Fischer. . L e e
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Convicts—Port Dlair.—Lpttor from Impeotor~
Goneral of Jails reporting on the incapacity for
work, from such causes as bodily infirmity and
tmmeture end ‘advanced age, alleged by 'the
Buperintendent at Port Blair to have existed ja the-
oaso of five convicts recoived in the Island on the

. 4th November 1830 from Madras, forwarded o - ©

UQovernmeent of Indis with remarks.

\_:"w\-—-«,. P
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" case of natives and that the Prison and Medical authorities acq

- For 8t. Gronar, e
v 200k Janwary 1881, . . . '

. Exd J.W. Fisher.

 JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Convicts—Port Blair.
. No.100.

Fnou o o :
. SON, C8I, . ‘ ..
Tae Hox. B. DAVIDC,A. f s,,,.’ elary t’o the Government of Fort St. wa%
To K fo ‘ » ‘
. S U : ERNMENT or INDIA,
- THE SECBET_ABY To TR f}OV Hoxz DEPARTMEST.

Sir,

In fepfy to your letter of the 14th D ! il s letter from the
forward, for the information of the Governor-General in Oo”nung 0:,11’1 :he inoapacity for

» Inspector-Gencral of Jaila, datod 8th January, No..2, repo oo, aileged by
‘ Wn(;'pk, from such causes as bodily infirmity, immature and advanced bge, o

. . nvicts receiv
the Superintendent at Port Blair to have existed in the 0asd of five cony. .

in the Island on the 4th November 1ast from Madras.

. to seo
very carcful examination, both by a District and a Pm@en«:ﬂ Committee, o
they fulfl the conditions required by standing rules; but in the mafier o0 P8 Ty
no doubt that, as the tor-General asserts, uncertainty nainted with the natives

: : er, to be
of this Presidency ought to be the best judges of the fapt-ed E-OE: tll::Y)ei: trict Jail
regretted that the entry of 17 years made in the roll recelv

. . fi was 18.
was not altered by the Madras Committee, who considered that the right figure ‘

. I have the ho_imi' to be,

i, -
Your most obedient servant

“~

i ',,» i

(R

scomber last, No. 428, T am directed to.

. o b'ecfed toa
-2. Tt will be observed that, prior to deportation, the convicts are subj that

NI;‘L:“—:"““_'_'.—-L A : s

e C'luef ,Secrdary" -

P n » i.‘rv:s "‘""'

P "
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