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i 3e village choultry for twelve hours, or, in certain cases,
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93rd October 1880, No. 2556. - .

Statistics. - - .

'Rea‘d the following :— . o L

17¢h July 1880,

) Report by the Tispector- General 'of Police, forwarding Criminal 'Stalz's.t.z'cs Jor 1879, dated

0. 83. OzpEr aERzoN, 23rd Octobor 1880, No. 2556.

These statistics will be forwarded to the Government of India as usual.  * - .
2. In reviewing the Annual Reports for 1879 of the High Court and of the

{nspector-General of Police, many-of the points noticed have already come under the
‘$onsideration of Government. Two of the tabular statements, however, call for

- femark, .

8. . I—Statement showing the generallresult of Criminal Tyials in the Tribunals of

' ~'- ‘-' various Classes.—The number of persons brought before Village Magistrates, who have
“Arower in_this Presidency to punish petty assaults and pet_t'% thefts by confinement in

y placing the offenders in

. 20,866 fOI‘ o e L) .. Tew . " . 1878
o 29’931 » .e (X} . . ' e ) 1877
) 24’284 » t . . .o .e 1K) ) e e 18?6

~ .The per-centage of convictions was 92'5 for theft and 617 for assaults. The

‘{nspector-General obscrves that ¢ famine has probably swept away large numbers

o petty assaults, was held to be irregular.

f the hungry paupers. who are prone to commit thefts in Vvillages.” . This may be
] one explanation, but a ruling of the Iigh-

Page 166, Weir’
age 166, Weir's Law of Offences, &o. - 1t in 1873 has probably done much to

« "gradually attenuate the criminal jurisdiction of heads of villages. -
’In . gard to thefts, their powers extend to the punishment of all petty crimes

Regulation IV, 1821, Section 6 of that description “not attended with
. . 7 ’ ’ aggravating circumstances, nor committed
"y persons of notoriously bad character, and where the value of the property does not

‘  Qackt " excecd one rupee ; ”’ and the Code of Crim-
Bection 541. inal Procedure enacts that nothing in the

-

&t

'3‘ Code ‘“ ghiall be held to alter or affect the jurisdiction or procedure of the heads of villages
* {in the Presidency of Fort St. George”. ~ In the case referred to, a complaint of thef of
{cocoanuts valued at one anna and eight pies having been made to the Taluk Magistrate,

that officer directed the complainant, by endorsement on hispetition, to obtain redress from

~1the Village Magistrate. It was held that the Taluk Magistrate could not so dispose of

{.ie complaint, but was bound to examine the petitioner on ocath, summon his witnesses,

“3issue a warrant for the accused, and proceed to try the case himself, the fact that the
‘Jcomplaint was also cognisable by the head of the village not authorisiug the Taluk

Magistrate to refer the case back to the village.- Similarly, the order of a District

‘Magistrate, directing- Taluk Magistrates to refer back to the village complaints of
The Code of Criminal Procedure is now under

' 1-3-_-; revision, and a provision will be recommended authorising stipcudiary Magistrates to

Y
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take the course which the High Court have ruled to be at present unauthorised.

Otherwisc, by Taluk Magistrates clutching jurisdiction on the one hand, and com-

plainants electing, for reasons of their own, to resort to a distant tribunal, the object

of the ancient Regulation, ViZ thg prompt se.ttlement' of petty cases in the village,

will frequently be frustrated ; while the paucity of stipendiary Magistrates and their

. large ranges render the alternative a positive mockery of justice to village communities
generally. . ‘ ' '

The district of Bellary may be taken to illustrate this question. Itis 11,007
square miles in area, and 1S divided into fiftcen taluks, averaging 733 squaro
miles. Besides the fifteen Tahsildars of taluks, who are also Taluk Magistrates, the
Sarishtadars of the fifteen taluks are vested with the third or lowest set of magisterial
powers, in view to attending to such cases as may be brought up during theoTahsil-

- dar’s absence from bead-quarters. There are also nine Deputy Tahsildars who are
at the same time either 3rd or 2nd Class Magistrates. Four Divisional Ofﬁccrs’
two ¢ Denches ”” in .Mumc1paht1.es, and one District Magistrate complete the magis-’-
terial roll of & provmce,—the size of a dozen ordinary English counties put together.
In this enormous ared, the heads of 2,337 villages disposed altogether of 205 petty
cases in the year under report. It is not to be supposed that this number represents
alt{lthe cascts ththuiltltl;la jurisdiction oé'lthese officials that occurred in 1879. Numerous
others went to swell the unmanageable files i i i
o o some Dozt ander anag of the stipendiary Magistratcs, whoso

4. 1I—Excluding heads of villages, the number of per i
Magistracy was 297,858 ; of these, deducting 2,74¥lenteredp§ssgn;egfl?}1ﬁg ?:Y—IE1 by the

23rp Ocroser 1880, No. 2556.
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(d) District Magistrates dealt with .. .o
Cee .. - 492,013 -

(a) Unpaid Benches dealt with .., .. 942
(6) Taluk Magistracy dealt with .. " . .o g 83
- (e) Divisional Officers dealt with ., o : e - 17,%31(3)

(s) Madras Town Magistrates doalt with ...

_ No_less than 117,534 of the total number dealt wit i | wi
trial, while ppwards of one-thi}'d were convicted or comixéeoﬁsz}fmtlgs% ::wctttilatﬁ1 :
brought to trial. The number discharged (two-fifths of the whole) scems excessivey'
and in future returns a foot-note should be added, classifying . the items under whicI;
arties * dealt with” are written off as discharged without trial . The averago
cngth of time during which cases lasted before each description of' tribunal W8§3

before Presidency Town Magistrates one day; Village Magistrate two ; Bench threej

District Magistrate four ; Divisional Magistrate twelve ; Taluk Magi i
X . ! agst, :
in the last two cases, 56 and 6-8 in 3878. The w’itncsscs wﬁf ;z:::ntlc;l, ﬁ;ﬁ{-

321,203.
One remedial measure for these delays has already been sugg :

wopld be to mvgst all M?gistratcs who lz;ve exercisedy 3rd-clazzg;2ivt2§s’ szx:?stfgf:-
torily for a certain probational term with 2nd-class powers, The list of offcnces
over which 3rd-Class Magistrates have no jurisdiction is a long one, and compriscs
such .ev.ery-daf offences as “theft by a servant,” ¢ criminal breach of trust,”
# receiving stolen goods,” cheating,” and so forth. Persons complaining in sut’:h
cases must, therefore, pass out of thoir own taluk, where it is presided over by & 3rd-
‘Class Magistrate, and proceed to the’ Divisional Officer, who must either take up the
complaint h;m_self or refer it to a taluk officer of the 2nd-class. The inconvenience
to all concerned is palpa.ble, and must be frequently fatal to the ends of justice The
Government are of opinion that, considering the mfes in force prohibiting the c.mploy-
ment a8 Magistrates of persons who have not passed sundry very sufficient tests
9d110at10na1 and special, and tles scrutiny which every such appointment undergoeS:
qud the nominee’s service and character, before it is sanctioned by Government on
the recommendation of local officers, and, in the majority of cases, the Board of Revenue,

shall, primd facie, be considered as qualifying for the exercise ‘of powers of the 2n
class. District Magistrates will bear this in mind in the caso of future appointments,
and will at once submit a list of all 3rd-Class Magistrates of the above standing, showing

.

it may be laid down that six months’ experience as & Magistrate of the 3rd-class §
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" the statistics show the number

. 99,810 pers

" in which an offender is sentence

am——

their age, character,
not be invested with 9nd-clags powers. . -

5. 111—Punishments.— C .
' ‘ 1678, 1879

Death oo o8, iy e ve oo o) 920 86
Transportatlon s ) - u .o e oo 431 448.
ion are not all transported, the matter being regulated -

but all sentenced to transportatl
from time to time by the orders of the Government of India with reference to the

- aecommodation at the Andamans. ' |
" The punishment of Whipping” shows a marked decrease: in 1878 the
gsentence was inflicted in 16,321 cases ; 10 1879, 5,615 persons were whipped in lieu -
of other punishments for theft and other cognate offences in which whipping is award-.

able in lieu of imprisonment; and 993 persons were whipped in addition to imprison-
viction of certain offences. In regard fo ¢ imprisonment ?

ment, t.e., on 2 second co
senten.ced to fifteen days, six months, two years, seven
Including 13,871 confined for a few hours in the village
the returns show as follows :— C

and qualifications, and staﬁng why in.any case.such officers shoulé. l

ears,’ and over seven years.

choultry by heads of villages, ‘
.. 26,061

Not exceeding fifteen days .. . .o e e
» Six months o .s ) .o .e PO P 20,643
N two years .o .o e ee ee Y ue 2,200
" . goven Years. ee' oo .. 964
"~ 60,

Over geven years . .. o

ons were fined, the fine averaging 103 rupees ; but 30'5 per cent. only

The Gtovernment are aware thaj; in every case under the Penal Code
d to a fine, it is competent to the Court to direct:

by the sentence that in_ default of p?.y}nent of the fine, the offender shall suffer
imprisonment for a certain term ; but 1£ 13 alsoprovided that such imprisonment shall
not be taken in satisfaction of the fine. The offender’s property (even should he die

iderable period, continue to be answerable for the fine,—

was realised.

in the interval) will, for.a cons ; :
1. should not be lost sight of in cases where the convicted party

a contingency whic

gppears to have incurred the full rigour of the law. |

(True Extract.) . .
R. DAYIDSON,
Cliief Secretary,

’1;0 the Inspectér-General of Police.
, 8l District Magistrates: . '

: Life 129 ; for terma 319.
E

Exd F. R Bantlemen.®

\
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