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. :_1B‘ead the following paper:i— |
No. 153, .« From W. ORGAN, Esq., Acting Regi ' : .
L ' y g Registrar of ¢ . '
cature at Madrss, Appellate Side, to the Chief Sec:{taf'.; tflg‘ﬁvec:?rz:i’no{?{th-l

N ) aléc .

" dated the 3rd March 18
" minutes recorded by the
-and Mr. J ustice

B

' %

.. Coroner. . C
gted that the Municipality should be required to constru :
ot t .
say one mear the Monegar Choultry, anothg:e;:n;ri‘ﬁ?)’éhouses
eneral -

_For the conve

“

!
[

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

..TUD'IC’IA:I) DEPARTMENT.

26th May 1880, No. 1264.

. Coroner of Madras.

* " Madras, 20th March 1880, No. 525.

ected to acknowledge the receipt of the Pi Y
oy ] roceedings of G '
8%h1§ c;. ;9(;,. andl,\I in reply thereto, to transmigt tranxscx(?iV il;nnfl‘ent,
ief Justice, Mr. Justice Kernan, Mr. J ust;ice.Kilixdc':(;slt};r6
e

Muttusami Aiya; on the Pl‘0p_osa1- therein stated. _

~ Tam d.ir

.o
e

P
. - -

| R _Escx‘,ost:ns'No. 1.
it - MINUTES.
3 and 8 of the Coroner’s Act: IV of 1871, T am of
, 0

oéinion that the (Fovernment canno
the Coroner’s Act of the passing of & law altering the local limits of the ordin
e Oor ary

an alteration of the b
urisdiotion of the High Shuyt with . which the limits of the Coroner’s jurisd
X y . B /0TQ Juris ietion, . -*

I presume the Legislative Co'finc;il.in 1871 saw no reaS(;n \ think "

. to th : o
f ibs ﬁ'iwe, tpgre was no longer any necessity formﬁleﬂ;géemtih t‘he improved

en that it 18 the opinion of the Government the office is to be maigt&i(lo?n-?' and,

. ned, it seems

of the sggregste of villages making u the City of Madras similar i . WO!

which by sg_c%: Jnes would be excluded. On the other hana(sl,sml}llzflé% :1111:‘? circumstances to those

( called at{entmn might be h inconveniences to which

they would not be sltogether romoved. He states in his lette

No. 15-4, that _bodies of persons -dying unnatural deaths 1;2 e:x’)olje(:i ’i’:’tg“tedgf}th May 1878,

and that the Hindus snd their ch e public thoroughfare

oroner and an order made for the removal of the body

matter i8 disposed of by the C .
ot for the dend and regard for the publio health calls for an alteration of
n of this

Decent respe tho dead, % o exd, for th
ractice snd & gystem mig e devise hich, while securing these
obviate the inconvenience arising from the extensive a.ref Ofeth:ng:;::g: 1?uits<ti_lilet'mme time
. ’ a ction of the

It is sugge :

in different sa.rts t;)xf the Clttyﬁ—R y o Dett,

ital, and 800 er near e Royapetias, _1spensa.ry,._.to which t -

hs within the districts assxgned to each sentre sho ul?ib}(:glz:, ﬁ all J’emn.s dying

These houses might be constructed of iro, pillars carrying ventilating roofs and eyed for inquest.

-ance of corpses €0 s6-doolies should be kept at police stations Owalled with mats.

f:lth 8 coxlxlstable mlldg A . . On the occasion of
while snother woul o charge o the conveyance -of th

Proper a.rrapgements might be made at the mortuaz'y-hou(;e t::e:r%ii to the mortuary.-

ould it be necessary for @he Coroner and the Jury to insgeog o ca.lste projudioes,

it is true, involve somo little initial expees daigsr:hfe the

, but no

w
death ooourtr}f:d. The system {wo d,Qo '
more than the continuance © the Qorovers jurisdiction within curtal -
be curtailed, some-prohsion-imzplving expense must f)e 1:;133 lfl(r)mt; demands, and
| Surgeous where the bodies are found in the places excluded {)y a‘; mlstgecti(m of
alteration of

diction of the Coroner.

an annatural

if the limits be
corpses by Cin1

the existing juris

e

" The Chief J ustice.—Roading Sections
t ourtail the limits of the jurisdiction of the Coroner without -

e within the local limits of the High Court which would not include
some

lessened by the curtailment of the area of his jurisdiction,

lction,

{idren who reside in the street are obliged to starve till th
. the

ht be deputed to warn the Coroner and secure the attend
endance -

e e

gtaﬁw_,-_._

AN
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2 . JupIciaL DeparTyENT, 2610 MaY 1880, No. 1264,
.. Should the Government not 800 fit to a

imilar ix-nprovements of the

pprove of such or some simi Tov or

existing practics, the Court would, T presume, ogreo that the great distance which 3110 ggmg

' ischarge of his dutics, by causing unavoidable deh;x{tmt hoee rolusive

of inquests, aggravate the evils arising from the present practico, and, secing tt'on of the law to
area is not of an urban character, wo d, as an alternntxvg. not opposo an alterati

faoilitate a ourtailment of the local area of the Coroner's jurisdiction.
Mr. Justice Kernan.—Yeq

. - I think that what the Government wish can only b° done by
alteration of the Coroner’s Act, '

. . ’s jurisdiction
Mr. Justice Kindersley.—~There can be no doubt that the limits of the Coroner :o()) u;umeroﬂ’
cannot be restricted without an alteration of Act IV of 1871, If the inquests &Nt lying villages
for one Coroner, T do not think that much would be gained by cutting off the ou.h{::gthat the
where the Population is not dense and inquests must be few. Dut tho papers
number of inquests in 1878, the latest ye

ing th
ar for which a return is given, was 227"?"‘":6};: 8({;:.:
ratio of two in three days. Probably the number may be increasing every year; but,
Taost of the deaths must oocur in

the more thickly-populated parts of the town, I should have
thought that one Coroner with th

i ty.
@ occasional assistance of a cputy could dx_schn;g‘eh ;h; ogﬁl L
The office of Coroner is & vory important one, and I should be sorry if any p;):tl;xor; xo o it
tion of this town were deprived of the sorvices of such an offiver on account of the expe
ing their increas;

. : i -houses would, I
8S1ng use of those services. The transportation of bodies to dead 1
should think, be iery inoonvenicnt to frionds of the decoased and be unfavorstle to local
inquiry. .
Mr. Justice Muttusami

Aiyar.~T think it is not ] ives and
the Coroner’s jurisdiction. I fegr that dead-houses would be: inconvenient t&s:ht:e'j:.diws.
friends of the deceased. It would be diffioult to manage them without offendin veith ‘native
and much inconvenience woyld be felt in arranging for a funeral 1D 000! :.;toebo avoided, I
usage at a distance from home and in o publio place. If extra expenditure m from his juris-
would rather amend the Coroner’s Aot and excludo the rural portion of the city n;imo to tim™.
diction by empowering the local Governmont to define its arca and to alter it fmlzl,. which may
I would, however, arrange for the inspgction of corpees by Civil Surgoona in tboE ﬁ:o boneht of

® exempted from the Coroner'’s junisdiction and ¢ ° :
medical opinion in '

dosirabla to exclude any part of Madras from

hereby socure to the pub
the cases of suspicious deaths.

PR

No. 154, OrpER THEREON,

Ordered that thé following lette
' [IIcte enter N

26th May 1880, No. 1264.

r be addressed to the Government of India :—
0 1265, dated 26tk May 1850.]
(True Extract,)

Clief Scerelary.

To the Asting Registrar of tho Migh Couyt

Exd. J. W. Fis‘:hlet.
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JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.
' : e Coroner of Madras.

TP ot UL

S (9 165.

Frox . .
R. DAVIDSOX, Ese, CSI, S
: . Chief Secr«;tary to the Government of Fort St. George,
To - L o S -
THE SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT oF INDIA,
" HoxE, REVENUE, AND AGRICULTCRAL DEPARTMENT (J UDICIAL).
SIR, . o . S o ‘ ' . ‘.. .
1 to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 20th February

1 am divecte ; A . :
1880, No. 212, requesting that it may be ascertained from the High Court at Madras -
whether the Honorable the th(:-f Justice and Judges have any objection to the proposed
reduction of the Coroner’s jurisdiction, ?,nd that the result of the inquiry may be
communicated to the Government of India, and, in reply thereto, to forward a tran- .
script of the minntes rcco_rded on the subject by the Hox_lo;able the Judges of the High

Court.. o S . - o |

... 2-As regards the suggestion Qf_ltlhe__.Chxlef Justice, I am to observe that it is

* . objectionable from two points of view—that of Mr. Kindersley speaking as a Judge,
aan that of Mr. Muttusami Aiyar speaking as a native of the country. IR -

: : herefore negatived, it only remains for Tlis -

3. This alternative proposal being therel zatiy
. Council to repeat his application for _the.rcduction of the .

he Governor 1o C to repe
Coroner's territorial ]\_msdlctlon. IR R
: Mr. Justice i‘(ixllldersley:ls remark as to the ratio of inquests
2 - idle one day out 0 three, and giving him ool one inquest per
i]eiigngx tt}}l:a t(zw?;o:)lther days, I am to say that i'nquests (whatever 'they_ ratio) \(xlrill -_\'i'ry
: ired .two OF three together 1n @ day without taking into account any.
adjournments there may be; these averagy twenty-fivea year. —'- - S
5 1t may be brought to more prominent notice, what has been already urged
and is'noted by the Chicf Justice at the end of his minute, viz., that a great part of
' is really | entirely pon-urban in character, and that, as the Civil Surgeons -
the .city. Jalled in by the Coroner 0 make post mortem examinations, it would
even now are ttend to similar Police requisitions in the area which

; i toa :
equally be their business owers proposed to be taken by the suggested Act. -

Grace t
limits of the
4. With reference to

bt be excluded under the P
mig ' o I have the honor to be,
. Sir, - |
Your most obedient servant, X
OO0TACANUND, R R OhiefSecfe't'ary'_l' _

oGtk May 1880 R

I‘ixﬂ. J. “." ﬁsc}lél’.l". o .- . . . . , IR s
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