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GOVERNMENT OF.MADRAS. .
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.
29nd May 1880, No. 1228,
Cochin Subordinate Court.
Read the following papers :— |
No.121.  From J. WILKINS, Esq., Subordinate Judge of Cochin, to the Chicf
6¢h April 1880, No. 65.

_ Secretary to Government, dated Cochin,

With reference to your Official Memorandum, dated 30th March 1880, No. 726,
1 have the honor to submit herewith a return showing the work in my Court—Civil
and Criminal—during the years 1877, 1878, and 1879, prepared in accordance with
the form appended to the above memorandum. :

S———

Excrostre No. 1.

Statement of the Work, Civil and Criminal, in the Subordinate Court at Cochin duriug the
Years 1877, 1878, and 1879.

CIVIL WORK. CRIMINAL WORK.
CiviL Svits.” - Cases ArpraLs
Regular Civil Suits Small Causes Appeals §.
o
Years .E‘o . g8 < I?J
214 |23 e 3 g
b .| © -] . ] . N 2. . o
£ 5| |8 $l2lse |2 (313 ZBle| B [E4) 3 |8 (¢
AEINHEEE RS E R R I RS R R
. 2 g
FIEINEHHE RE SR YR IR I AT
¥o |5 |R 18 E|® s | = go wlg|f B g9 @ W .3
ﬁféagzggfé'ggzg%a@séaég
o . -2 @
ST lE|8lal8la|<"" | & slEl8lal & P& la]a
R8 RS,
1877 v . 8 [20]|37|2T| 7|34 343 | 162 147 127 .0 | .- 110 | 6 98| &§| 6
1878 .. ..| 2 |s6|68|46| 3|49} 1,157 258 oue | 1134242 234|216 2194 2/ 2
1879, .. .| O [86]95 67 7|1 32| 334 | 23| o9|21|.. | 169} 6| 1851 &) ¥

I Lave to review the jud ments and

as Divisional Magistrate,
bect of the Police, and also to att:

».B.—DBosides tho above,
trates and pass orders on the roferrcd charge 6!
Shipping. )
CocHiy, (Signed)
6th April 1880,

calendars of four Sub-Magis-

ond to the duties of Registrar of

J. WILKINS,

Subordinate Judge.
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2 JepictaL DEPARTMENT, 22¥D May 1880, No. 1228,
NO. ]22 b . L J Py » .
No. 1024,

No. 123.

" A consideration of the foregoing statement, exhibiting the stati.tics of the some--

what varied dut palpably crdinary work coming before the Cochin Court, has led the
Government to belicve that the pay of the appointment, Rs. 500 (AMr. Wilkins draw-
ing 200 rupecs extra as a personal allowance), may properly be reduced to 350 rapees,
being 50 rupees over that of a First-class District Munsif and equivalent to that of a
Third-class Deputy Collector and Magistrate, on the approaching retirement of Mr.

Wilkins, who is over sixty years of age,

2. The Registry of Shipping might be transferred to the Port Officer, who might
alzo be made a Justice of the ’eace, in case the nationality of Mr. Wilkins’s successor
is not ¢ European British;”’ though, after all, the cases in which a Justice of the
T’cace would be necessary, appear to average only five a year.

3. The District Magistrate and District Judge will respectively report on the
above suggestions. The District Judge will state whether the next officer presiding
over the Cochin Court should not be graded as a Sub-Judge as at present, in view to
Lis disposing of small causes above 50 rupees, and appeals.

(Signed) R. DAVIDSON,

29tk Aprid 1880. Chief Secretary.

No. 124. From G. McWATTERS, Esq., Acting District Mugistrate of Malubar,

to the Chicf Secretary to Governmnent, dated Calicut, 3rd May 1880, No. 1117,

With reference to Procecdings of Government, Judicial Department, dated 29th
April 1880, No. 1024, I have tho honor to state that I am in favor of the suggestions
made by Government regarding the Suburdinate Judge’s Court at Cochin.

ado

of a Third-class Deputy Collector and Magistrate would be ample for the place.

3. A First-class Magistrate with appellate powers is essential owing to the

distance of Cochin from the other divisions.

4. The Registry of Shipping might, I think, be transferred to the Master .

Attendant. _
5. The present Master Attendant, Mr. Gahan, is a Justice of the Peace,

No. 125. From II. WIGRAM, Ey., Acting District Judge of South Mulalary )

to the Chief Secretary to Gover
;,0. 118662‘.“3/ ecretary to Government, dated Ootacamund, 13th May 1880,

I have the honor to reply to the Proccedings of Government, Judicial Depart- ,

ment, dated 29th April 1880, No. 1024.
I entirely concur with the Government that there i i .
of a Subordinate Judge on Rs. 500 per mensem at Cochilx:.no necessity for the retention
2. The original civil work is not more important th i -
District Munsif in a seaport town, P an the ordinary work of any

Cochin is most inconveniently situated for an Api)ellate Court, and I have reason :

to believe that suitors object to having their appeals heard there
4 ¢ on .
]scanty z;ccpm(rlnofdatlon ij"or strangers in the town. It is chiefly on thisazgzgllzlxtt (gmtth;
1ave refrained from referring any large number of i y
of Corhin for disporal g any larg appeals to the Subordinate Judge
; The distance from the nearcst Munsif’s Court in South Malabar to Cochin s sixty
miles.

2, There is very little work of any kind at Cochin, and an officer of the standing .7

PO .
©

* be made for the Judicial and Magisterial work at Cochin, on the a

9

A" S P TN SN I N i e PPN 5 NP - P A . P AP A PPt PN
- - S » -
-, -

Juprcia DeparTMENT, 228D May 1880, No. 1228. 3

<"

RPN

With a hard-working Subordinate Judge at Calicut, a District Judge should, in

.ny opinion, find no difficulty in disposing of the appellate work of the d?strict he;vy
though it is. Even if the work should increase so that the District and Subo’rdinate
Judges at Calicut were unable to cope with it, it would be far better to have an
dditional Subordinate Judge at Calicut than a permanent Subordinate J udge at Cochin.

The services of the Subordinate Judge at Cochin may, in my opinion, be dispensed .

«©

with and rendered available for some other district. ‘

3. It is of course necessary that the officer stationed at Cochin should be vested
with the powers of a District Munsif, but I see no reason why he should have the
Small Cause powers of a Subordinate Judge. I have no statistics before me, but I
think it would probably be found that at least one-half of the small causes tried in
any one year were within the cognizance of a District:Munsif, ¢.e., below 50 rupees in

‘value, and I am strongly of opinion that money suits above 50 rupces in value should,

-vhen practicable, be tried as regular suits. .

4. From the statement which accompanies the Government Proceedings it is
evident that the most important work which devolves on the Subordinate Judee at
Cochin is the magisterial work.: Cochin certainly requires a First-class Magistraté: and
should, as heretofore, form a division of the district. I would, however, suggest that
the officer stationed there be in future styled Deputy instead of Joint Magistrate. An
experienced Magistrate is necessary, as the people of Cochin are a turbulent race, and
unless some firmness is shown in dealing with them, British Cochin might easily become
a refuge for the worst characters in Native Cochin. Again, the European merchants
of Cochin if consulted would, I am sure, strongly urge the desirability of having a
Kuropean Magistrate who was also a Justice of the Peace. My own impression
is that a European Deputy Collector and Magistrate should be . stationed at Cochin,
and that he should be invested with the ordinary powers of a District Munsif. This
plan would set free a Subordinate Judge for work of a more legitimate character, and
would leave the Government at liberty to select a Deputy Collector of whatever class

was available. . _

.No. 126. OrpER THEREON, 22nd May 1880, No. 1228.

The foregoing papers will be furnished to the Ionorable the Judges of the High
Court, who will be requested to give their opinion on the proposal made by Govern-

ment and accepted generally by the local authorities, regarding the arrangements to
pproaching retire-

ment of Mr. Wilkins, .
2. The proposal in effect is that Mr. Wilkins’s successor shail be a Second-class
Subordinate Judge, retaining the Magisterial work, but to be relieved of the duties of
Registrar of Shipping. .
' (True Extract.) ,
R. DAVIDSON,
Chief Sceretary.

To the Hou’ble the Judges of the High Court, - *
with covering letter to Chief Justice.

" Ex.. T.0'Counor,

. - e e
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