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T ~ GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. -
- JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.
\ 16th February 1877, No. 423, o
Cqmmiuioner—'ﬁugiﬁg,-_ S )
‘ Read't]ie‘followiﬁgl;épgr:i—— C S .

.+ 'No.oL. . Fiom A. P. HOWELL, Esg, M.A, Offciating Scoretary to the Government

of India, Home Department (Police), to the Chicf Secretary to Government,
dated Fort William, 291h January 1877, ,1\_,70,»17. N ‘ b

. With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter, No. 2443, dated .
the 25th November last, I am directed to say that the Government of India wdmit the
force of the argunients now advanced by the Madras Government against the reduction’
of the pay of the Commissioner of the Nilgiris -from Rupees 2,000 "to Rupees 1,200

. per mensem.. . But if this reduction is to be foregone, I am to request that the Madras

- staff in the Nilgiris_consists of the Commissioner, the Assistant Commissioner, the -

*" __the military station for Earopcan

.

Government Wwill reconsider the necessity of retaining the Military Joint Magistrate
of Ootacamund. The duties of this offiper urv believed to be exceedingly light, and
such as can easily be performed by the Commissioner or Assistant Commjssioner,

oven though South-East Wynaad ehould be included within the limits of the Nilgiri * .

Commissionership. The Joint Magistracy should therefore be abolished, at all events

_ experimentally, as part of the new arrangement.

9. Tt will be for ihe Madras Government to arrange for the performance of the .

duties that now devolve upon the Military J oint Magistrate. At present the European

Military Joint Magistrate at Ootacamund, and the Cantonment Magistrate at Wellington
troops, eight miles distant from Ootacamund and
connected with it by & good carriage road. It does-not seem opposed to the provisions
of the Cantonment Act to require the Cantonment Magistrate at Wellington to perférm

isterial work at Ootacamund either periodically or whenever there is & pressure
of business, or both the Commissioner and Assistant Commissioner are unavoidably
absent from the station ; or cases from Ootacamund may, in the absence of the Assistant
Commissionor and Commissioner, be sent to Wellington for trial, as cases are now sent
from Coonoor, which by carriage road is about four miles distant from Wellington.

3. Tt is stated in"the Minute of the Hon. Mr. Bim, dated the 14th September -

1874, enolosed'in your lotter of the 15th October following, that the reason for not .
. abolishing the Military Joint Magistrate’s office is that ¢ for a mero song we obtain a :
. very uscful and contipuously resident Magistrate at Ootacamund.” But Mr, Sim -

sooms to have forgotten that the whole of the Btaff Corps pay of the Joint Magistrate
is tfeated as a civil charge, and that if this Joint Magistrate were not employed where ‘

ho is, ho would bo sbeorbod in. the Military Department, and be usofully employod in |

some military capacity. L .
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No. 92. Minute by the IIon. Sir W BOBI\’SOV K.c.81, dated 12th February -

1877.

I have already placed on rocord my earnest dlssent from the procedure which
has been admitted in this matter of recommendation to the Government of Indis, end
I respectfully ask that further action be deferred until my Ilonorable Colleag‘leﬂ decide
on this appeal to them. * .

2. I observe that a telegram has gone to the Govemmént of India of which I
have no recollection of mention being made in Council.

W. ROBINSON.

No. 92- A. Om)nn THEREOX, 16th February 1877, No. 423. :

The Commissioner of the Nilgiris and the Inspector-General of Jails will be
consulted as to the feasibility of otherwise providing for the performance of the dutics
now entrusted to the Military Joint Magistrate of Ootacamund. ~

2. The Acting Commissioner will submit returns of the number of cases bCfOl'O

the Ootacamund Joint Magistrate, the Wellington Cantonment Magwtrate, and the

Coonoor Bench of Magistrates, and the number of days each sat in each month in
1875-76 and 1876-T7 to date.

.8. Meanwhile sanction for the éontinuance of the Commissioner’s pay from 31st

October 1876 at full rate till final decision has been requested by telegraph.
- o (Trpe Fxtract.)
) . ' W. IIUDLESTON,
. Chisf Secrelary.

To the Commissioner of the Nilgiris.
. » Inspector-General of Jails.
»  Accountant-General.

Exd. J. Wright.
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Reed. . Kuey.
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Commissioner — Nilgiria. — Orlers jasced on
Liter frem Government of India requesting this
(Government to revonsider the necessity of ro®ia.
ing the Joint Magistrate at Octacsnmnd, if the
mm.nu.q of the Cemmniissicuer is to bo kept et its,
presont fisure. : .
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ARTOHUR DOWELL, Esq,
Offg. Secretary to the Govt. of India.

Frox

THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVT. OF MADRAS.

Home Dept. - A

<

1-‘
Forr WILLIAM, the /7 January 1877.

I'd
SiR,

. WrrH reference to the correspondence ending with your
Jetter No. 2443, dated the 25th November last, T am directed to say
that the Government of India admit the force of the argumecnts
now advanced by the Madras Government against the reduction of
the pay of the Commissioner of the Nilgiris from Rs. 2,000 to
Rs. 1,200 per mensem. But if this reduction is to be foregone, I am
to request that the Madras Government will re-consider the nec%sitya
of retaining the Military Joint Magistrate of Ootacamund. The:
duties of this officer are believed to be exceedingly lizht, and such as
can easily be performed by the Commissioner or Assistant Commis-
sioner, even though South-East Wynaad should be included within
the limits of the Nilgiri Commissionership. The Joint Magistracy
ghould therefore be abolished, at all events experimentally, as part of

the new arrangement.

9. Tt will be for the Madras Government to aﬁe for the
rformance of the duties that now devolve upon the Military Joint -

g;aoistrate. At present the European staff in the Nilgiris consists

of the Commissioncr, the Assistant Commissioner, the Military Joint

Contonment Magistrate at

Magistrate at Ootacamund and the
TWellington—the military station for European
distant from Ootacamund an
road. It does not seem oppo
" Act to requiro the Cantonmen

troops, eight miles

d connected with it by a good carriage
sed to the provisions of the Cantonment
t Magistrate at Wellington to perform

magisterial work at Qotacamun

d either periodically or whenever there

is a pressure of busincss, or both the Commissioner and Assistant
Commissioner are unavoidably absent from the station ;—or cases from
Qotacamund may, in the absence of the Assistant .Commissioner and
Commissioner, be sent to Wellington for trial, as cases are mow sent
from Coonoor, which by carriage road is about four miles distant from

 Wellington. ' | |
3. Tt is stated in the Minute of the Ionourable Mr. Sim, dated
the 14th September 1874, enclosed in your letter of the 15th October

following, that the rcason for not abolishing the Military Joint
Magistrate's office is that *for a mere song Wwe obtain a very useful
and continuously resident Magistrate at Ootacamund”. - But Mcr, Sim
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seems to have forgotten that the whole of the Staff Corps pay of the p
! Joint Magistrate is treated as a civil charge, and that if this Joint
; Magistrate were not employed whero he is, “he would be absorbed in
P the Mithtary Department, and be uscfully cmployed in some mili
! | capacity. -

{ I have the honour to be,
h i Sir,
07 \\ ER ] N B e .’, .
R R Your most obedient Servant,

Oﬂ‘" Secretary to tho Govt. of India.
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